
 

 

 

  September 2019                                              Liturgical Season: Time after Pentecost 

2019-20  
Annual Theme 

About the theme: Life is full of surprises and every day includes the opportunity for  

us to be pleasantly surprised with fabulous news or blindsided with the pain of bad news.  
 

This year, using the verse from Hebrews and the theme of EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED,  

you will be provided with practices, opportunities, and encouragement based on the six principles  

below. Together, we will cultivate and nurture a faith so strong and relentless that no matter what life throws  

our way, we will be prepared to respond by faith.   

  

Theme Bible Verse  . . . this trust in God, this faith, is the firm foundation 

under everything that makes life worth living.     —HEBREWS 11:1 

 

God’s ways are different than our ways. 

Sometimes we need to be reminded that 

God is God and we are not. When we set 

expectations for how we think God should 

act, we miss out on what God is actually 

doing. Living with expectancy calls us to 

watch for God’s action rather than dic-

tating our desires.  

 

When we are unsure and things seem un-

certain, it can feel like God is nowhere to 

be found. However, God promises to be 

with us no matter how we feel. Especially 

during great upheaval, God leads us with 

strength, comfort, and support. 

 

When fear threatens to take over, remem-

ber that God will lead you through whatev-

er you face. Instead of fearing the unex-

pected, embrace it with the knowledge 

that God is right beside you. Choose to be 

hopeful, because God is greater than any 

danger. 

 

We live in a world full of chaos and unpre-

dictability. When we feel lost in chaos and 

confusion, we need to know where to find 

purpose and direction. God is our strength 

and guide. As we learn to trust God more, 

chaos has less power. We will never be 

free of it, but more and more we will trust 

God in the midst of it.  

God made you in love and rejoices in you. 

Be confident that God is with you to guide, 

protect, and provide. Watch for the big 

and small ways that God brings goodness 

to your life. Give God room to fulfill God’s 

plan and purpose for your life in unex-

pected ways. 

 

Jesus doesn’t promise us a world free of 

trouble or trial. In fact, he promises that 

trouble will find us. But he reminds us 

that there is peace in him. We trust that 

God will help us rise from our difficulties 

and grow stronger. In Jesus Christ, we 

have the ability to be resilient and over-

come. 

Live with expectancy  

rather than expectation 

Embrace change and uncertainty Choose hope over fear 

Trust God in the midst of chaos Anticipate God’s goodness 

Rise with resilience from life’s setbacks 

 

  



 

 

 

Pastoral Intern Teleen Saunders  

Hello Augustana Friends! 
 

My name is Teleen Saunders and I am thrilled to be joining the ministry 

team at Augustana as pastoral intern for the next year. I have finished 

my classwork at Luther Seminary and am looking forward to graduation 

in 2020. In the meantime, I still have a lot to learn and am blessed to be 

working with Augustana’s amazing pastors, staff, and congregation.    
 

I’m coming into ministry as a second career after teaching elementary 

school and staying home with my children. I’m both a Gustie 

(undergraduate) and a Gopher (graduate degree) and consider myself a 

proud Minnesotan with statewide connections – from the Iron Range to 

Rochester. I never miss the State Fair or a chance to root for the Twins.  

And maybe it’s because we have over 10,000 lakes that I’ve become a 

fan of pirate jokes. 
 

My husband, Marshall, and I are high school sweethearts from Bloom-

ington. We will be celebrating twenty-five years of marriage this Octo-

ber. We have two beautiful daughters. Calla is a senior at Sarah Law-

rence College in New York and Carenna is stuck with us for another year 

as she sets her sights on college. We also have a little dog named Izzy.  

She is not in school. She eats socks. Our bonus housemate is my mom, 

Judy Matala. She schools us all with her loving kindness. But don’t let her 

sweet-grandma-demeanor fool you. She plays a mean game of “500”! 
 

Although my background is in education, I’m looking forwarding to delv-

ing deeper into new areas of liturgy, counseling, music, and leadership.  

Most of all, I am looking forward to getting to know YOU! Please visit my 

office and tell me about YOURself. I love reading picture books to chil-

dren and have a gumball machine available to all ages. Let us walk to-

gether in our growing faith as we seek to be disciples in the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ. May God bless our venture together. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Teleen Marie Matala Saunders 

 

“Let your light shine before others, so that  

they may see your good works and give glory to  

your Father in heaven.”  matthew 5:16 



 

 

Sunday, September 1 ~ Last of Summer Worship 

       9:00 am Drive-In Worship at Heritage Middle School 

    10:00 am Sanctuary Worship 

                     Holy Communion 

 

 Sunday, September 8 ~ Welcome Back Sunday 

      8:30 am Traditional Worship 

      9:45 am NO WORSHIP  

  Welcome Back Gathering in Fellowship Hall 

    11:00 am Traditional Worship 

 

 Sunday, September 15 ~ 14th Sunday After Pentecost 

      8:30 am Traditional Worship 

  Holy Communion 

      9:45 am Traditional Worship 

    11:00 am Celebration Worship 

  Holy Communion 

 

 Sunday, September 22 ~ 15th Sunday After Pentecost 

      8:30 am Traditional Worship 

      9:45 am Traditional Worship 

    11:00 am Celebration Worship 

  Holy Communion 

 

 Sunday, September 29 ~ Confirmation Sunday 

      8:30 am Traditional Worship 

      9:45 am Confirmation Worship 

    11:00 am Celebration Worship  

  Holy Communion 

 

 

 

Births 

 Analee Inga Kay Ericson, daughter of Anna-Marie and 

Mark Ericson, born on August 9. 

 Franklin David Koziol, son of Patrick and Caroline Koziol, 

born on August 13. 
 

Baptisms 

 Teagan Kathleen and Kylie Rachel Hollihan, daughters of  

 Matt Hollihan and Tracy Kaczroswski. Teagan’s sponsor is  

 Gena McCannon, and Kylie’s sponsor is Molly Hollihan. 
 

Marriages 

 Jenna (Marier) and Zach Hendrikson on August 17. 
 

Deaths 

 Audrey Klinefelter, mother of Susan Klinefelter and Pam          

      Howard and grandmother to Sam and Matt Howard. 

 Fred Dahl, stepfather of Debbie Clark and Scott Matthews. 

 Dave Chavez, father of Kathy Garland, grandfather to Ava,    

      Carter, and Elena. 

 Sis Partlow, mother of Larry Partlow.  

Nursery is available during the 9:45 am Sanctuary 

service for children 3 years of age and younger. 
 

ASL Interpretation will be available on  

September 15 at the 9:45 am service.  

Please contact the church office with requests  

or questions. 

Wednesday Evening Activities 

Wednesday, September 11 

5:15 pm Congregational Dinner 

5:50 pm Confirmation Opening Event 

6:00 pm Where Faith Meets Life Bible Study 

6: 15 pm Cherub & Chorister Choir 

7:00 pm Agape Choir 

7:00 pm Rejoice Ringers Bell Choir 

8:00 pm Senior Choir 

8:00 pm Alleluia Bell Choir 

Welcome Back Sunday 

Sunday, September 8 

8:30 & 11:00 am  

Traditional worship, Sanctuary 

9:45 am NO WORSHIP 

 Food & Fellowshipl 

 Opportunity Fair  

 God’s Work Our Hands Projects  

Schedule 
Change 



 

 

Befrienders  
 

Thursday, September 12: Welcome Back  

social and dinner. Begins at 5:45 pm (please 

sign-up in the Health Ministries binder at the 

Information Center).  
 

Sunday, September 15: Commissioning Service for newly-

trained Befrienders at 9:45 am service. All Befrienders are 

encouraged to attend. 

 

Blood Pressure Screenings Resume 

Sunday, September 22, 9:30—11:30 am  

Stop by the church office and get your blood pressure 

checked. 

 

Faith-filled Yoga 

Yoga Flow, Mondays 6:30-7:45 pm 
Through October 28 
 

Leave the stress and busyness of your day at the door and 

take time to connect your breath with your faith. Each 

class opens with a devotion to ground and center you so 

you can fully experience God’s presence during your prac-

tice. All skill levels are welcome. 
 

Chair Yoga, Thursdays 10:00-11:00 am 
Through October 31  
 

As we get older, falling is a greater risk. Our chair yoga 

class is a great way to reduce your likelihood of falling 

and help you maintain good strength and balance. 
 

Cost: $80 for adults   
$60 for students, we are happy to offer any student 25% off 
the adult rate 
Or drop in to any class for $10/class 

Growing Through Loss Fall Series  

Tuesdays, September 10—October 8 

7:00-9:00 pm (registration begins at 6:30 pm)  

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 7600 Cahill Ave. East,  

Inver Grove Heights, MN (651) 451-6225. Register at the door.  

Suggested donation:  $3 per session  
 

Sept. 10 Open-Soften-Allow: Allowing Grief to Come Close, 

speaker Christy Moe Marek 

Sept. 17 Forgiveness and Hope in Grief: One Story, Two Per-

spectives, speakers Amanda Markle and Mary Seefeld 

Sept. 24 Accepting, Managing, and Embracing Our Difficult 

Emotions, speaker Jim Becker 

 

Flu Shot Clinic 

Tuesday, September 17, 12:30—2:00 pm 

No appointment necessary. Bring current insurance infor-

mation.  

 

The Care Team  

Wednesday, September 18, 6:15 pm in the Luther Room  

We will be learning about the new Care Ministry Network 

website that is a valuable resource for us and our community.  

 

Grief Care  

Tuesday evenings, November 5-26, 6:30-8:00 pm OR 

Wednesday mornings, November6-27, 10:00-11:30 am 

Support groups for anyone who has experienced significant 

loss in their lives will begin in November, led by Marian Eisen-

mann. Watch for more information.  

 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

Thursday, November 7, (a change from our usual February 

blood drive). 

 

1. Feeling very worried, sad, or angry. 

2. Extreme mood changes. 

3. Not caring about physical appearance. 

4. Changes in eating or sleeping habits. 

5. Change in school performance. 

6. Isolation or loss of interest in activities. 

7. Complaints of physical maladies. 

8. Drug or alcohol abuse. 

9. Trouble understanding reality. 

10. Talking about dying. 

 

Now that school is starting up again for the fall, 

some adolescents might experience symptoms of 

mental illness, or their symptoms might become 

more evident in the context of being a student. As 

family members and a concerned community, be 

aware of the warning signs and seek help from a 

mental health practitioner. Feel free to contact Ab-

by Norlin-Weaver, Cathy Hendrikson, Joann Arneberg, or one of 

the pastors if you are need of support or guidance.  

10 Warning Signs of Teenage Mental Illness 



 

 

 

Adult Forums  

Sunday mornings, 9:45 – 10:45 am & 10:50 -11:45 am, Jerusalem Room  

 

September 15:  Welcome our New Intern, Teleen Saunders 

Augustana is blessed to have another intern. Come learn more about Teleen and 

welcome her to the Augustana family. 
 

September 22:  Prayer Principles, Pastor Megan Torgerson 

We sometimes focus so much on how to pray that we forget why we pray. Using 

Biblical stories and examples, Pastor Torgerson will teach us about some of the 

many reasons why prayer remains a central part of where faith meets life. 
 

September 29:  No Forum Confirmation Sunday 
 

October 6:  The Unexpected Jesus: The Time Someone Changed His Mind,  

Luther Seminary Professor Matt Skinner  

 

Women’s Coffee and Conversation 

Begins Monday, September 23 

10:00 – 11:30 am Jerusalem Room 
 

September 23:  Welcome Back – Expect the Unexpected! 

This season you can expect the unexpected in our weekly lessons. Come with an 

open mind, a loving heart, and a willingness to enjoy the journey. This morning’s 

eclectic activities will set the stage for our upcoming season. 
 

September 30:  Unexpected by Christine Caine (video/discussion series) 

In this series Christine Caine invites us to leave fear behind, move forward in faith 

and embrace the adventure. “Believe God for Unexpected Blessings”. 

 

Spiritual Enrichment Series 

Tuesday evenings, 6:30 -7:30 pm 
 

October 1 – Rhythm Church 

October 8 – Let’s Talk about Intuition  

October 15 – Dowsing for Health and Wellness 

October 22 – Crystals for Prayer and Meditation 

October 29 – Sacred Grounding Rhythm Movement 

November 5 –EFT Tapping -  A Respectful End to Grief 

November 12- Sound Healing 

November 19 – Contemplative Music Meditation  

See flyer for event details.  

 
 

Working Women of Faith 
Thursday, September 5 

6:00 pm— Dinner   

Facilitator: Susan Berg-Williams  

bergwilliams@hotmail.com.  
 

This "come when you can" group 

meets at a different restaurant each 

evening and focuses on how faith-life 

and work-life intersect. New partici-

pants are always welcome! Contact 

Susan Berg-Williams at 

bergwilliams@hotmail.com for more 

information or to RSVP.  

 

Where Faith Meets Life Bible 
Study  
Begins Wednesday, September 11 at  

6:00 pm  
 

Join one of the pastors to explore the 

upcoming preaching text. This Bible 

study will help you listen to sermons in 

a new way and deepen your faith. 

 

Men’s Breakfast  

Begins Wednesday, October 2 

6:30 -7:30 am  

Join Pastor Aune for a light breakfast 

and Bible Study.  

 

Augustana Men 

Looking for a fun evening out? Join us 

on the third Tuesday of each month for 

Men's Meet and Eat. We dine at a 

different restaurant each time and en-

joy social time with other Augustana 

men. The group is informal and you are 

not committed to attend every month. 

If interested, email Tim Turgeon 

at taturg@msn.com for details or to be 

added to the email list.  

Find event details in the Adult Forum, Adult Ministry, and Coffee & Conversation flyers and in the Adult Ministry binders  

found in the Information Center. Contact Stacy Eichman-Cardwell with questions. 

Church Mice Needed to Adopt College Students 

We are looking for people to adopt an Augustana college student for the school 
year while they are away at school. Learn more on the Children’s Ministry page. 

mailto:bergwilliams@hotmail.com
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Kids’ Kingdom  

Begins Sunday, September 15 

Kids’ Kingdom registrations were due August 31. If you haven’t 

completed and returned yours, please do so ASAP. We need to 

order supplies/curriculum so we have enough for everyone. A 

registration form must be filled out every year so we have up-

dated information on allergies, emergency contacts, etc. Forms 

can be found on the newly updated church website or at the 

Information Center. We are looking forward to seeing all of you 

in a few weeks! 

 

Confirmation & High School Kids’ Kingdom  

Volunteers 

Sunday, September 8 in Fellowship Hall at 11:00 am 
If you are interested or planning on helping with Kids’ Kingdom 

this year, we will be having a mandatory meeting for all who 

are volunteering, even those who have volunteered in the past.  

 

Nursery Information 

The nursery is available on Sunday mornings for children age 3 

years and younger and on Wednesday evenings for children 3rd 

grade and younger for those that have parents in bible study, 

confirmation, or meeting in the church. At no time should you 

leave the building when your child is in the nursery. NO ex-

ception will be made for this! If you have any questions or con-

cern, please contact Cathy at chendrikson@augustana.com. 

 

Parent Lounge 

The Parent Lounge in the Kids’ Kingdom area will be open on 

Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings for parents to gath-

er and talk. A question of the week will be posted as a conver-

sation starter each week to get the conversation going. At no 

time are children of any age allowed in the Parent Lounge. We 

want this to be a space parents can go to have some alone time 

and to meet other parents with kids the same age. 

 

Save the Dates 

September 29: NO Kid’s Kingdom (Confirmation Sunday) 

October 13:  Where Faith Meets Family Event 

October 17: MEA 3rd-6th Grade Event 

October 27: Fall Festival/ Trunk or Treat 

October 28: New Member Dinner 

November 24: Advent Calendar Make/Take 

December 13: Ornament Make/Take 

NEW THIS YEAR! 

Sunday Bedtime Bible Stories 

Every Sunday, starting October 6 - May 10, join us on the Au-

gustana Facebook page at 6:45 pm for a live reading of a chil-

dren’s bible story. The books/story will be geared to children of 

all ages.  

 

Where Faith Meets Family Events 

Multiple times during the year, we will again be offering Where 

Faith Meets Family events on Sunday afternoons at Noon with 

lunch included. This year we will be making check in boards, 

kindness jars, along with a few other things. Look for more in-

formation in upcoming newsletters for dates and times.  

 

October Where Faith Meets Family Event 

Sunday, October 13, 12:00—2:00 pm 

Join us for a lunch of Jimmy John’s, fruit, and chips before we 

make daily check in boards for your home. The check in boards 

will let you and your family members check in how they are 

feeling that day and if they need anything from you, like a hug,  

kiss, or just to be listened to. Please sign up in the Children’s 

Ministry binder at the Information Center by October 2 so  

supplies can be ordered.  

 

Church Mice Needed to Adopt College Students 
 

We are looking for people to adopt an 

Augustana college student for the 

school year while they are away at 

school. All this is done anonymously, 

with a reveal picnic at the end of the 

school year so you can meet each other. 
 

Adopting a college student consists of 

sending cards, letters, care packages, 

and encouragement. Anyone can adopt a student...families, 

singles, confirmation small groups, couples, the list is endless.  
 

If you would like to be a church mouse, email chendrik-

son@augustana with your name, address, & phone or sign-up 

at the Information Center and a college student's information 

will be sent to you.  
 

This is a fun program for both the student and the church 

mouse. 

mailto:chendrikson@augustana.com
mailto:chendrikson@augustana
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Senior High Sunday  

Second (9/8) & Fourth (9/22) Sundays from 6:30-8:00 pm  
 

Come connect with your church friends and participate in a  

variety of activities throughout the year.  
 

Activities will rotate between service, fellowship, and educa-

tion.  

 September 8—Ice cream and Games  

 September  22— Setting our Intentions for the year  

All students in grades 9—12 are invited and encouraged to 

attend!   

  
Important  

September  

Dates  

 

 

 

Seventh Grade Confirmation Orientation  

Sunday, September 8 at noon, pizza lunch and orientation in 

the Fellowship Hall 

All incoming seventh grade confirmation students and their 

parents are invited to a pizza lunch and orientation. Join us to 

learn more about confirmation and get answers to all your 

questions, for example, what are credit sheets, how are you 

assigned to a small group, what happens over the three years 

of confirmation? Please RSVP no later than Tuesday, Septem-

ber 3, so we can make sure to have enough for everyone!  

 

Confirmation Starts 

Wednesday, September 11 at 5:50 pm in the Fellowship Hall 

Where Faith Meets Family Confirmation Event  

 

First Youth Forum 

Sunday, September 15 at 9:45 am in the Youth Room  

Come see old friends and make new friends as we start a new 

year of Youth Forum!  

 

Confirmation Rehearsal  for 10th graders  

Saturday, September 28 at 8:15 am  

Breakfast at 8:15 am, photos at 9:00 am. Bring your $40 fee 

and come dressed like you will be for Sunday Worship.   

 

Confirmation Sunday 

Sunday, September 29 at 9:45 am 

The 2019 confirmation class will affirm their baptisms in wor-

ship during the 9:45 am service on Sunday, September 29. 

Please plan your worship that morning accordingly. Confirm-

ands need to be at church by 9:15 am for last minute instruc-

tions, robing, and lining up.   

Calling Augustana College Students! 

Would you like to receive cards, letters of encouragement, 

and maybe even a care package while you are away at 

school? Sign-up to be adopted by a Church Mouse from  

Augustana. 
 

Forms are available at the Information 

Center and must be turned in by Septem-

ber 30. You must be living away from 

home to be eligible for the program.  
 

This is a great way to keep in touch with 

Augustana while you are away.  



 

 

Boys & Girls Club Taco Tuesday 
291 East Belvidere,  

St. Paul, MN  
 

Last Tuesday of each month 

September 24, 3:00—6:00 pm 

Loaves & Fishes  
St Matthew’s Catholic Church 

510 Hall Ave, St. Paul MN  
 

Tuesday, September 3 or Monday, September 9  

Shifts: 3:00-4:30; 4:30-6:30; 5:30-7:00 pm 
 

Sign up in the Loaves & Fishes binder at the Information  

Center.   

Feed My Starving Children (FMSC) 
 

Eagan site, 990 Lone Oak Road, Suite 136 
 

Tuesday, September 24, 6:00—7:30 pm 

Online Code: 43N244 
 

Wednesday, October 16, 6:00—7:30 pm 

Online Code: 19KZ4M  

September Wednesday Night Dinner Menus 

Elva Kaffe 2019  
Saturday, December 7 

10:00 am to 2:00 pm 
 

Q: What is Elva Kaffe?  

A:  A Scandinavian Christmas festival 

at Augustana with:  

 Food and craft demonstrations 

 Music and dance performances 

 Coffee and Christmas treats 
 

All are welcome! 

September 11 
Burgers/Brats 
Baked Beans 
Salad Bar 

September 18 

Old World Pizza 
Salad bar 
Bread Sticks 

September 25 

Hot Roast Beef Sandwiches 
Cheesey Potatoes 
Salad Bar 

Fall  

Worship Volunteers  

Needed 
 

 

Help us make Sunday mornings a meaningful experience for 

everyone. Please consider sharing your time: 

 Ushers 

 Information Center Host 

 Scripture Reader  
 

Please contact Cathy Hendrikson at 651.457.3373 or 

chendrikson@augustana.com or for more information.  

Every year, the ELCA encourages all congregations to spend a 

Sunday in September serving their communities for God’s 

Work Our Hands Sunday. Augustana will celebrate God’s 

Work Our Hands on Welcome Back Sunday, September 8. On 

that day, there will be NO WORSHIP at 9:45, rather, you are 

invited to stop by the Fellowship Hall between 9:45 and 

10:45 for food and fellowship and to help with a few im-

portant service projects.  
 

We will be collecting items for comfort closets at area 

schools, providing much-needed items for students experi-

encing homelessness or hardship. Please bring items in these 

two categories: 
 

 Hygiene – shampoo and conditioner (including ethnic 

hair care), soap, toothpaste and toothbrushes, tam-

pons and pads, deodorant, shaving cream, razors. 

Items can be full-sized or sample sized, and should be 

new. 

 School supplies – pencils, colored pencils, notebooks, 

loose leaf paper, folders, pens, bookbags. Items should 

be new and are primarily for middle school students. 
 

You’re also welcome to stop by and help with a few smaller 

projects that morning whether or not you have donations to 

share. Thank you for being ridiculously generous and helping 

our community! 



 

 

Years ago, before there was Earth Day, air and water pollution were rampant across the county. For instance, the Cuyahoga 

River in Cleveland caught fire twice due to unchecked pollution. Strong advocacy got bills passed and agencies formed to mo-

bilize substantial resources to put the massive amounts of water pollutants in check. Now, the Cleveland waterfront is bus-

tling with bistros and is a big tourist spot. The continued scale of mitigation, monitoring, and compliance of industrial dis-

charges across the county is mind boggling, but they are needed to ensure the health and safety of the public.  
 

Today’s challenges come from other places. They may be characterized as coming from where we live, our HOMES and COM-

MUNITY. Fertilizer and organic runoff cause algae to form on the surface of lakes and ponds. This runoff impacts native plants 

and animals. Runoff from our roofs and driveways are mostly directed to storm drains. Many drains are connected directly to 

the Mississippi River without any filtering of these contaminants. Oils, grass clippings, leaves, and dirt all go into the storm 

drain and become silt. The silt builds up in the river with some of it being transported all the way to the deltas of the Gulf of 

Mexico, presenting challenges to native species all along the river.  
 

Where does my groundwater come from? Groundwater supplies 95 percent of total domestic, municipal, and industrial wa-

ter used in Dakota County. Groundwater is contained in aquifers, layers of bedrock saturated with water. Not only do our 

homes and communities use groundwater from aquifers, but companies have private wells that use these aquifers to support 

their manufacturing processes and commercial activities.  
 

Aquafers are no longer the endless source of water we once thought they were, as evidenced by outdoor watering limits im-

posed by many communities. Why? Development patterns have changed, increased farm productivity has altered water use 

and drainage, and demand for water sometimes outstrips supply. 
 

Water was one of God’s first creations. It is our responsibility to make sure it stays clean and is shared with all of God’s crea-

tures. In fact, our CHURCH demonstrated its commitment to clean water years ago by installing a retention pond. It is located 

next to the garage. Most of the runoff from the parking lot is directed to this pond. The water is allowed to seep into the bed-

rock of the aquifer to recharge the groundwater. The oils and grit from the parking lot are contained in the pond and do not 

wind up in the river. Similar projects can be installed in your home or community. 
 

On Welcome Back Sunday, September 8, the EarthKeepers will share recipes for cleaning products that are more home, wa-

ter, and environmentally friendly. We will also have some ideas on how you can recharge our aquifer with clean water. We 

hope you will stop by!  

 

 

Committee Members: Diane Blake, Shari Hansen, Carol Hall, Kiara Jorgenson, Shellie Larsen, Bill Larson,  

Jim McClosky, Kristen Mertens, Twila Peterson, Scott Thorson, Barb & Jonathan Wagner  

 

The Importance of Clean Water 
 

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and 

empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over 

the water.  Genesis 1:1-2. 

 

 



 

 
 

  

 

The deadline for the  

October 2019 issue of  

Augustana Life is  

September 13, 2019.  
 

If you have questions,  

contact Carla Pfeifer at  

651 457.3373 or  

cpfeifer@augustana.com  
 

Augustana Life is published monthly  

by Augustana Lutheran Church  

1400 South Robert Street   

West Saint Paul, MN 55118-3197  

Church Office 651 457-3373 

Pastors 
Mark Aune 
  maune@augustana.com 
 

Megan Torgerson 
  mtorgerson@augustana.com 
 

  Teleen Saunders, Intern 
  tsaunders@augustana.com 
  

Program Staff 
Laurie Armon, Program Assistant,  

Children & Family Ministry   

  larmon@augustana.com 
 

Joann Arneberg, RN MPH,  
Faith Community Nurse 

  jarneberg@augustana.com 
 

Teri Collins, Preschool Director 

   preschool@augustana.com 
 

Stacy Eichman-Cardwell, Director, Adult 

Ministry   

  secardwell@augustana.com 
 

Cathy Hendrikson, Director, Children &  

Family Ministry; Volunteer Coordinator   

  chendrikson@augustana.com 
 
 

Abby Norlin-Weaver, Director, Youth &  

Family Ministry 

   anorlinweaver@augustana.com 
 

Carla Pfeifer, Communications Coordinator 

   cpfeifer@augustana.com 

Music Staff 
Kathy Andrews, Co-director of Music 
 

Kristina Langlois, Co-director of Music 
 

Lisa Griffin, Celebration Band Director 
 

Sarah Youngner, Handbell Director 
 

Kim Zemple, Chorister Choir Director 
 

Office Staff 
 

Vanessa Hernandez, Nursery Coordinator 
 

Brandt Richardson, Business Administrator 

  brichardson@augustana.com 
 

Cori Pochardt, Secretary 

  cpochardt@augustana.com 
 

Barbara Rolfes, Administrative Secretary 

   brolfes@augustana.com 
 

Susan Triplett, Bookkeeper 

  striplett@augustana.com 
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  dvan@augustana.com 
 

Preschool Teachers 
 Teri Collins  

Custodial Staff 
Steve Bechtold  Deb Bechtold  

Carie Closmore John Closmore 

Will Miedema Lowell Steenberg   

I would like to take a minute to thank Laurie Armon, one of the preschool teachers since 2008. Laurie is moving on to a new adven-

ture and I wish her the best. She has been a wonderful teacher, valuable staff member, and great teammate. I will especially miss 

her creative, interactive chapel days!  

 

I am looking forward to a new school year, with new faces in the 

families we serve and the co-workers who will be working with 

me. This is the time for setting up the classrooms and getting eve-

rything ready for the new group of preschoolers. I am ready  to 

get started. As always, thank you for your support of the Augusta-

na Preschool. Enjoy the last weeks of summer. 

 

The preschool has an opening this fall for a part-time preschool 

teacher.  If you or someone you know is looking for a part-time 

job, contact Teri Collins at preschool@augustana.com for more 

information   
 

  Teri Collins 



 

 



 

 

 

Next Phase in the Strategic Planning Process 
 

The Strategic Planning Design Team has recorded and orga-

nized the 850 post-it notes from the congregational story wall 

exercise that took place this past spring. That exercise fo-

cused on where we have been over the past 50 years and 

who we are currently as a faith community. The following six 

themes emerged from that data:  
 

 Augustana ministries 

 Life events 

 Pastoral care 

 Worship 

 Leadership stability 

 Facilities, finances, and identity 
 

The next step in the planning process will be a series of con-

gregation-wide discussions about how we as a faith communi-

ty move forward leaning into our strengths and exploring new 

ministry and mission opportunities.  
 

Several opportunities are planned in October for the congre-

gation to participate in a conversation and share their input 

about  the mission and vision of Augustana moving into the 

next five to ten years and beyond.  

Engaging in Conversation about the Future Mission and Vision of Augustana  

 

 

Consultant, Dennis 

Cheesebrow and mem-

bers of the Design Team 

will be present at each 

session to facilitate the 

conversation. Please plan 

to attend one of the discussion sessions: 
 

Thursday, October 10 from 9:30 to 11:30 am 
 

Sunday, October 27 from 1:00 to 3:00 pm 
 

Online (in the form of a survey) available from October 

10 through November 3 
 

This is an exciting time for Augustana and we want to hear 

from all of you as we plan for our future. 
 

Strategic Planning Design Team: Chad Schmidt, Anne Losby, 

Jenny Sanford, Eric Satre, Scott Thorson, Jack Rolig, Nancy 

Rys-Nicol, Erin Munson, Jennifer Simek, Lynn Johnson, Laurie 

Tostrud, and Pastor Aune. 

Ministries 
Life Events  

Pastoral 
Care  

Worship  

Leadership  
Stability Facilities, 

Finances, 
& Identity  


