
 

 

  October 2019                                              Liturgical Season: Time after Pentecost 

 

  

. . . this trust in God, this faith, is the firm founda-

tion under everything that makes life worth living.    

   — HEBREWS 11:1 

When the unexpected happens, your generosity provides hope.  
 

God shows up at unexpected times and in unexpected ways. Augustana and our 

local mission partners can be the hope for people in life’s hardest places because 

of your partnership and financial investment in Augustana’s vision, values, and 

ministry. Your generous gifts made a difference in 2018: 
 

  1,170  Number of hospital and home visits made by the pastoral team  

     685  Number of hours the Augustana Care Team and Befrienders  

 dedicated to caring for Augustana members 

11,548  Number of safe shelter bed nights for families  

 provided by local mission partners Interfaith Action of 

Greater St. Paul 

     500  Number of families served each month 

from the foodshelf at local mission 

partner Neighbors Inc. 

Why do we act so surprised when the 

unexpected happens? Life is full of 

heartaches and joys alike. A strong and 

curious faith empowers us to respond 

to all of life’s circumstances. This faith 

anchors us in God’s promises and in-

spires gratitude and generosity. 

 

God gives us all good gifts to share 

with joy. Generosity moves us from 

focusing on our own wants and needs 

to participating in God’s work and pur-

pose.  

 

We all experience hard times and life’s 

circumstances always change. Our 

finances often feel chaotic and unpre-

dictable, yet we are still called to trust 

God, serve others, and make a com-

mitment to God’s work no matter 

what the next year may bring.  Generosity Prayer 
 

God, use me and challenge  
me to do your work in the world  

in unexpected ways.  

Your Giving Plan sustains the life & mission (everything in this newsletter) of Augustana. 



 

 

The pages of the notepad contain practical thoughts as a 

reminder of God’s constant presence in your life. These 

resources, along with regular worship, Bible reading and 

prayer are foundational practices essential to having a 

faith that can deal with all of life’s joys and challenges.  

 

I recently had a conversation with an Augustana mem-

ber who begins each day with a prayer asking God to 

reveal what she is being called to do that day. The prayer 

is part of her tool kit that keeps her anchored in God’s 

promises and direction for each day.  

 

While our October stewardship emphasis directs our 

financial planning for 2020, the Strategic Planning Design 

Team is working  to set the vision and direction of Au-

gustana for the next 5-10 years. I invite you to be part of 

one of the strategic planning events in October. There 

are two opportunities:  
 

Thursday, October 10 from 9:30 - 11:30 am OR 

Sunday, October 27 from 1:00 - 3:00 pm 
 

It is critical to have as many people as possible partici-

pate in these conversations. Both events will be facilitat-

ed by our consultant. If you are unable to attend either 

session, an online option will be available.  

 

God is good and Augustana continues to be a place of 

hope and strength for many. Thank you for your part in 

making this a welcoming and grace-filled community of 

Jesus followers. Read the newsletter. Check out the web 

page. Come to worship. Stay connected to this commu-

nity. This is where God wants and needs you to be. 
 

  In gratitude, 

 

Pastor Aune  

Much of life is beyond our control and it can feel like the 

world gets more unpredictable every day. How do we 

navigate through life’s unexpected events?  
 

We can learn to trust God’s action in our lives. We live 

with expectancy that God will guide, protect, and pro-

vide in the face of anything that might come our way. A 

strong and curious faith empowers us to respond to all 

of life’s circumstances. Our goal this year is to help you 

build a faith foundation so strong and resilient that you 

will be able to respond no matter what life sends your 

way.  

 

This kind of dynamic faith helps gratitude and generosity 

grow. October is stewardship month at Augustana. 

Stewardship is an expression of faith and a way of life. 

As stewards of God’s gifts, we understand that we are 

not owners, but managers. God expects us to wisely 

manage and gladly share what we have been given.  

 

Soon you will receive your stewardship mailing which 

highlights the many ways Augustana and our local mis-

sion partners provide hope and the necessary care and 

support when the unexpected happens. God shows up 

at unexpected times and in unexpected 

ways because of your generosity. We will 

joyfully receive Giving Plans in worship on 

October 27.  

 

Faith is a gift from God, but it takes practice 

to learn to trust God’s direction for our 

lives. What could happen to your faith by 

simply adding a few minutes with God to 

your daily routine? Like brushing your 

teeth, regular exercise, or healthy eating 

habits, faith requires practice and dedica-

tion.   

 

On October 27, we will hand out to each family a set of 

Faith Practice Cards and a notepad. Each Faith Practice 

Card contains a Bible verse, brief devotion, and prayer.  

 

This trust in God, this faith, is the firm foundation under  

everything that makes life worth living.      — Hebrews 11:1 



 

 

 

 

 

Births: 

 Marnie Jeanne Berkeland, daughter of Andrew & Nicole  

      Berkeland, born on June 24. 

 Gabriel Joseph Scott Glenna, son of Derek & Emily Glenna, born 

on July 1. 

 Kira Lynn Corajod, daughter of Jeff Corajod & Kalli Shades,       

      born on August 2. 

 Evelyn Louise Hokenson, daughter of Andy & Lori Hokenson, 

born on September 10. 

Baptisms: 

 Kira Lynn Corajod, daughter of Jeff Corajod & Kalli Shades. 

      Sponsors for Kira is Carter Shades Claire Freesmeier. 

Marriages: 

 Carly (Mau) & Dylan Top on September 28. 

Deaths: 

 Keith Halen, son of Dave Halen. 

 Diane Bucholz, mother of Heather Maleska, grandmother of  

      Elizabeth & Kelli. 

 Paul Josephson, cousin of Pam Howard, Susan Klinefelter &  

      Gary Langness. 

 Karen Anderson, mother of Karyl Schultz, grandmother of  

      Brittany & Noah. 

 Caroline Cunningham, sister of Robert Roberto. 

 Earl Nelson, husband of Betty. 

 Ruth Korfhage, wife of Bill.  

 Ken Brinkman, husband of Peg. 

Nursery is available during the 9:45 am Sanctuary 

service for children 3 years of age and younger. 
 

ASL Interpretation will be available on  

October 6 at the 9:45 am service.  

Please contact the church office with requests  

or questions. 

 
 

This prize-winning Parisian organist will perform a 

program including Bach, Widor, Duruflé, and more. 

New Member Class Schedule 

Sunday, October 6 ~ Stewardship Sunday I 

  8:30 am Traditional Worship with Holy Communion 

  9:45 am Traditional Worship with Holy Communion 

11:00 am Celebration Worship with Holy Communion 

 

Sunday, October 13 ~ Stewardship Sunday II 

  8:30 am Traditional Worship 

  9:45 am Traditional Worship 

11:00 am Celebration Worship with Holy Communion 

 

Sunday, October 20 ~ Stewardship Sunday III 

  8:30 am Traditional Worship with Holy Communion 

  9:45 am Traditional Worship 

11;00 am Celebration Worship with Holy Communion 

 

Sunday, October 27 ~ Stewardship Sunday IV 

  8:30 am Traditional Worship 

  9:45 am Traditional Worship 

11:00 am Celebration Worship with Holy Communion 

Reception afterwards. 

Childcare provided.  

Community is welcome. 

Free will offering. 

 Organist, Christophe Mantoux 
 

Friday, October 25  

at 7:30 pm  

Monday, October 28, 6:00 pm  

Includes dinner (children are welcome) 

and brief remarks from the Augustana 

Program Staff. 
 

Monday, November 4, 6:30 pm 

Includes a pastor-led overview of  

Lutheran theology and the mission and 

vision of Augustana.  
 

Sunday, November 10, 9:45 am Service 

New members are welcomed into the  

congregation during worship. 

Please RSVP to the church office 651.457.3373 if you will  attend. 



 

 

Personal Prayer 

Are you feeling the 

need for personal 

prayer? Beginning Sunday, October 

6, 9:30-11:00 am, (and on subse-

quent first Sundays of each month) 

you will have the opportunity to be prayed for by someone 

from the Augustana prayer ministry. Personal Prayer will take 

place in the Prayer Chapel (located between the library and 

the Jerusalem Room). All prayer requests will be kept confi-

dential.   
 

Are you a Health Ministry Volunteer?  

Thursday, November 7 at 6:45 pm, Jerusalem Room 
 

You are invited to join the Befrienders to hear guest speaker, 

Beryl Schewe discuss “Resiliency in Ministry.” Beryl is a chap-

lain and director of pastoral care in a parish setting, as well as 

author of the recent book, Habits of Resilience. Please sign-up 

in advance in the Health Ministries binder at the Information 

Center.  
 

Faith-filled Yoga 

Yoga Flow, Mondays 6:30-7:45 pm 
Through October 28 
 

Leave behind the stress of your day. Connect your breath 

with your faith. All skill levels are welcome. 
 

Chair Yoga, Thursdays 10:00-11:00 am 
Through October 31  
 

Chair yoga class is a great way to maintain good strength 

and balance. 
 

Cost: $80 for adults or $60 for students 

Drop in to any class for $10/class 

Growing Through Loss Fall Series  

Tuesdays, through October 8 

7:00-9:00 pm (registration begins at 6:30 pm)  

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 7600 Cahill Ave. East  

Inver Grove Heights, MN (651) 451-6225. Register at the door.  

Suggested donation: $3 per session  
 

October 1: Let Music be a Bridge Between This Life and the 

Next, by Bonnie Bowman. 

October 8: Evening of Remembrance, by Pastor Lindsey Bina. 
 

Grief Care  

Tuesday evenings, November 5-26, 6:30-8:00 pm OR  

Wednesday mornings, November 6-27, 10:00-11:30 am 

Led by Marian Eisenmann, retired pastor & hospital chaplain 

Grief Care support groups are for anyone who has experienced 

significant loss in their lives. Please register in advance by call-

ing the church office or signing up in the Health Ministries 

binder at the Information Center. Contact Joann Arneberg, 

Faith Community Nurse for more details.  
 

Q: What is the Care Team?  

A: The Care Team is an Augustana ministry that offers sup-

portive services to those in need (things like light yard work, 

shopping assistance, transportation, etc). The Care Team pro-

vides opportunities for volunteers to live out their faith by 

serving others. If you want to use your gifts to serve others OR 

if you are in need of practical, hands-on help from our Care 

Team volunteers, contact Mark Nesheim or Joann Arneberg. 
 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

Thursday, November 7, 1:00—7:00 pm  

Look for information at the Share Your Gifts table in the  

Narthex throughout October.  

 The Best Things to Say to Someone in Grief 

1. I am so sorry for your loss. 
2. I wish I had the right words, just know I care. 
3. I don’t know how you feel, but I am here to help in any way 
     I can. 
4. You and your loved one will be in my thoughts and prayers. 
5. My favorite memory of your loved one is… 
6. I am always just a phone call away. 
7. Give a hug instead of saying something. 
8. We all need help at times like this, I am here for you. 
9. I am usually up early or late, if you need anything. 
10. Saying nothing, just be with the person. 

The Worst Things to Say to Someone in Grief 

1. At least she lived a long life, many people die young. 
2. He is in a better place. 
3. She brought this on herself. 
4. There is a reason for everything. 
5. Aren’t you over him yet, he has been dead for awhile now. 
6. You can have another child still. 
7. She was such a good person God wanted her to be with him. 
8. I know how you feel. 
9. She did what she came here to do and it was her time to go. 
10. Be strong. 

NEW 



 

 

 

Adult Forums  

Sunday mornings, 9:45 – 10:45 am & 10:50 -11:45 am, Jerusalem Room  

 

October 6: The Unexpected Jesus: The Time Someone Changed His Mind with  

Matt Skinner, Professor of New Testament, Luther Seminary 

An unusual thing occurs in Mark 7:24-30, when a non-Jewish and probably influen-

tial woman asks Jesus to heal her daughter and he declines. After a brief exchange, 

in which he seems to compare her and her daughter to dogs, she convinces him to 

change his mind. The image of an uncompassionate Jesus can be shocking. But this 

passage also offers encouraging insights into the life of faith.  
 

October 13: Expecting the Unexpected in the Old Testament with Pastor Torgerson 

What do you expect when you read a bible story? Your own life story is the lens 

through which you read and hear God’s story. Using a familiar story from Genesis, 

Pastor Torgerson will help us understand how our personal lives play a part in dis-

covering unexpected truths in scripture that shape our life of faith. 
 

October 20: Expecting the Unexpected in the Old Testament with Pastor Aune 

Using another familiar story from Genesis we will look at our own personal interpre-

tive lens that we apply to the reading and understanding of God’s Word. What is 

God telling you in this story? What is God asking you to do based on this story that is 

unique to your life and experience? 
 

October 27 & November 3: Jesus Needs Love, Too with Karoline Lewis, Professor 

New Testament, Luther Seminary 

We are used to Jesus loving us and thinking about how Jesus loves us, but do we 

ever think about the fact that Jesus needed to experience love as well? These two 

sessions will focus on two women, Jesus' mother and Mary, the sister of Martha,  

who show Jesus abundant love.  

 

Spiritual Enrichment Series 

Tuesday evenings, 6:30 -7:30 pm 
 

October 1 – Rhythm Church 

October 8 – Let’s Talk about Intuition  

October 15 – Dowsing for Health and Wellness 

October 22 – Crystals for Prayer and Meditation 

October 29 – Sacred Grounding Rhythm Movement 

 

Creation on Canvas: Welcome Fall 

Thursday, October 24, 6:30 – 9:00 pm          Cost: $20.00 includes all materials 

Instructor/artist Jan Gunderson will share a new painting, Welcome Fall. Jan will give 

you simple instructions to create your own one-of-a kind 11 x 14 canvas. Paint, 

brushes, fun and fellowship are all included! Sign up with payment at the Infor-

mation Center. (Class size minimum 5, maximum 25) 

 

 

 
 

Women’s Coffee & Conversation 

Monday mornings, 10:00 – 11:30 am 

See flyer for details.  

 

Men’s Breakfast  

Wednesday, October 2 

6:30 -7:30 am  

Join Pastor Aune for a light breakfast 

and Bible Study.  

 

Working Women of Faith 
Thursday, November 7, 6:00 pm   

Facilitator: Susan Berg-Williams  

bergwilliams@hotmail.com.  
 

This "come when you can" group 

meets for dinner at a different restau-

rant each evening and focuses on how 

faith-life and work-life intersect. New 

participants are always welcome! Con-

tact Susan Berg-Williams at 

bergwilliams@hotmail.com for more 

information or to RSVP.  

 

Where Faith Meets Life Bible 
Study  
Wednesday evenings, 6:00 pm  
 

Join one of the pastors to explore the 

upcoming preaching text. This Bible 

study will help you listen to sermons in 

a new way and deepen your faith. 

 

Men’s Meet & Eat 

Third Tuesday of each month  

Join us to enjoy social time and dine at 

a different restaurant each month. This 

group is informal and you are not com-

mitted to attend every month. If inter-

ested, email Tim Turgeon at  

taturg@msn.com for details or to be 

added to the email list.  

Find event details in the Adult Forum, Adult Ministry, and Coffee & Conversation flyers and in the Adult Ministry binders  

found in the Information Center. Contact Stacy Eichman-Cardwell with questions. 

mailto:bergwilliams@hotmail.com
mailto:bergwilliams@hotmail.com
mailto:taturg@msn.com


 

 

MEA Event (Grades 3-6) 

Thursday, October 17, 9:00 am-4:30 pm 

Cost $20 includes morning/afternoon snack, admission, & 

transportation. Please bring a bag lunch or money to buy 

lunch.  

Join us on your day off of school for a morning of service at 

Feed My Starving Children and an afternoon of fun and adven-

ture at Sever’s Corn Maze. Sever’s includes a corn maze, corn 

pit, petting zoo, play area, and obstacle course. Friends in 

grades 3-6 are welcome to attend with you. Please sign-up in 

the Children’s Ministry binder at the Information Center by 

Wednesday, October 10. 

 

Gross Game Night, Bonfire, & S’mores (Grades 4-6) 

Friday, October 4, 6:00-8:00 pm 

Youth in grades 4-6 and their friends are invited to an evening 

of gross, but fun games, along with a bonfire for hot dogs and 

s’mores Sign-up in the Children’s Ministry binder at the Infor-

mation Center by Sunday, September 29. 

 

Fall Festival Games & Crafts 

Sunday, October 27, 1:00-2:00 pm 

Lower level of the church 

Join us for games, crafts, and fun activities as we celebrate the 

fall season. Fall Festival is for children in grades 6 and younger. 

Confirmation-age youth are encouraged to volunteer to run a 

game during Fall Festival. All are welcome, costumes encour-

aged, but not mandatory, NO WEAPONS or SCARY costumes! 

 

Trunk or Treat-Congregation Members 

Sunday, October 27, 2:00-3:00 pm  
We are looking for people to participate in our annual Trunk or 

Treat event. Decorate your car (encouraged, but not required), 

pop open your trunk, and help us have a safe trick or treating 

experience for the Augustana children. Please plan for about 

200 children! Ideas of things to hand out: candy (of course), 

stickers, pencils, small bags of popcorn, pretzels, fruit snacks, or 

anything else you think the children will enjoy. There will be a 

prizes for the best decorated vehicles!  

Sunday Bedtime Bible Stories 

Sundays October 6 - May 10 

Join us on the Augustana Facebook page at  

6:45 pm for a live reading of a children’s Bible story.  

The stories will be geared to children of all ages.  

 

Where Faith Meets Family Events 

Multiple times this year, we will offer Where Faith Meets Fami-

ly events on Sundays at noon (lunch included). We will make 

check-in boards, kindness jars, and other activities. Watch for 

details in upcoming newsletters.  
 

October Where Faith Meets Family Event 

Sunday, October 13, 12:00—2:00 pm 

Join us for a lunch of Jimmy John’s before we make daily check- 

in boards for your home. These boards will let you and your 

family members check in to see how they are feeling each day. 

Our hope is that this will be a tool to engage in a conversation 

to see if family members need anything from you, like a hug, a 

word of encouragement, or just to be listened to. Please sign 

up in the Children’s Ministry binder at the Information Center 

by October 2 so supplies can be ordered.  

 

Kids’ Kingdom Drop Off 

Parents/Caregivers...please do not send children downstairs to 

the Kids’ Kingdom area until 9:35 am on Sunday mornings. 

Many of our teachers are coming from 8:30 am worship and 

need this time to prepare their rooms. Too many kids are being 

dropped off or sent downstairs way too early with no supervi-

sion. If there is not a teacher or an adult in the room, please 

wait outside the room or at the pick-up pass table. Thank you 

for your help with this! 
 

Mom’s Night Out 

Thursday, November 7, 6:30 pm 

Upstairs at Dunham’s Bar & Grill 
 

Join Cathy and Laurie for a night of food, friendship, and Christ-

mas sign making. Samples of signs will be at the Information 

Center. Please sign up in the Children’s Ministry binder at the 

Information Center if you will be joining us.  

Parent Lounge Reminder 

The parent lounge on Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings is for parents only! There should be no one under the age of 18 years 

in the parent lounge at anytime. We want parents to have a quiet space to talk and meet other parents without children present.  

NEW 



 

 

Where Faith Meets Family Confirmation Event   
 

The Confirmation program year kicked-off 

with our Where Faith Meets Family Event. 

Families spent the evening together making 

check-in boards.  
 

Each board is divided into 6 categories with 

feelings ranging from “I’m great” down to “I 

need help.” Individuals place their name in 

the section that best represents how they 

are feeling. Our hope is that this board will 

be a family tool for: engaging in conversations, learning more 

about what is happening with each person, facilitating a better 

understanding of where individuals are and if necessary, reaching 

out for further help.   
.  

Some confirmation small groups are using the check-in board  as 

a way to connect on Wednesday evenings and we are also using 

it in the Youth Room.  

 

 

Congratulations 2019 Confirmands!  
 

We are so proud of each of you.  
God’s blessings to you. 

 

 

Emma B 

Jack C 

Blake E 

Macey E 

Matthew H 

Nikolai H 

Jack L 

Luca L 

Amanda M 

Kayla M 

Isabelle N 

Sarah N 

Jacob O 

Audrey P 

 

 

Jaden P 

Jake P 

Evan P 

Haley R 

Nicholas R 

Molly S 

Aaren S 

Noah S 

Russell S 

Tyler S 

Madison S 

Gabriela V 

Hayden Z 

 

 

May the Lord bless you and keep you; may the 

Lord’s face shine upon you, and be gracious to 

you; may the Lord look upon you with favor 

and give you peace. 

 -Numbers 6:24-26  

Jack-O-Lantern Spectacular at the MN Zoo! 

Thursday, October 17, 5:30—9:30 pm  

Cost is $20—includes entrance fees, pizza dinner and transportation  
 

Join us for pizza and a visit to the Jack-O-Lantern Spectacular. We will meet at Augustana for 

dinner before going to the MN Zoo to see all the amazing pumpkins! All students in grades 7-

12 are welcome to attend. Sign up in the YFM book. A limited number of tickets have been 

purchased so sign up soon if you want to attend. Contact Abby with questions at anorlin-

weaver@augustana.com/(651) 457-3373.   

mailto:anorlinweaver@augustana.com
mailto:anorlinweaver@augustana.com


 

 

Boys & Girls Club  

Taco Tuesday 
291 East Belvidere,  

St. Paul, MN  
 

Last Tuesday of each month 

October 29, 3:00—6:00 pm 
 

The Boys and Girls Club is located approximately 1 mile from 

Augustana. Stop by the front desk and let them know you are 

volunteering with Augustana. Go to the kitchen and sign the 

volunteer sheet. You are welcome to join us at whatever time 

works with your schedule.  

Loaves & Fishes  
St Matthew’s Catholic Church 

510 Hall Ave, St. Paul MN  
 

Tuesday, October 1 or Monday, October 14 

Shifts: 3:00-4:30; 4:30-6:30; 5:30-7:00 pm 
 

Sign up in the Loaves & Fishes binder at the Information  

Center.   

Feed My Starving Children (FMSC) 
 

Eagan site, 990 Lone Oak Road, Suite 136 
 

 

Wednesday, October 16, 6:00—7:30 pm 

This is the 8th Annual Augustana night - a tradition started in 

2012 to fill the Eagan site with Augustana members & friends. 

Please join us to help pack “Vitamins, Veggies, Soy & Rice” 

and make a difference. Friends are welcome, and children 5 

years & older are welcome with an adult. Sign up in the FMSC 

binder at the Information Center or visit www.fmsc.org – 

Online join code: 19KZ4M 
 

Our final 2019 date will be:  

Saturday, November 19, 9:00—11:00 am  

Online join code: 76PN4E 

October Wednesday Night Dinner Menus 

Elva Kaffe 2019  
Saturday, December 7  

10:00 am to 2:00 pm 
 

Volunteers are critical to the success  

of Elva Kaffe and we are looking for 

help! Soon there will be an online  

sign up at augustana.com. From the 

homepage, scroll down and click on All-Congregation Events. 

You may also sign up in the Elva Kaffe binders at the Infor-

mation Center.  
 

Elva Kaffe means 11 o’clock coffee and is a Scandinavian 

Christmas festival held every other year at Augustana. Elva 

Kaffe includes food and craft demonstrations, music and 

dance performances, coffee and Christmas treats. 
 

All are welcome!  

Invite your friends, neighbors, and co-workers. 

October 2 
Chicken/Cheese 
Enchiladas & Rice 
Salad Bar  

October 9 

Pancakes & French 
Toast Sticks 
Scrambled Eggs 
Sausage 
Fruit  

October 16 
No Dinner—MEA  

 

 

 

 
 

There was a great turn out for God’s Work, Our Hands Sun-

day. Thank you for providing hope when the unexpected 

happens to our friends and neighbors in our community and 

around the country. Because of your ridiculous generosity 

we: 

 decorated over 100 pillowcases for My Very Own 

Bed  

 wrote 55 notes of encouragement to elementary kids 

in El Paso,TX  

 collected 102 bars of soap, 67 deodorant sticks, 4300 

sheets of paper, 269 pencils, 205 pens, and 312 cray-

ons for the Care Closets at Sibley and Inver Grove 

Heights Middle School.  

October 23 

Walking Tacos 
Rice & Beans 
Salad Bar  

October 30 

Mummy on a stick 
Monster Apples 
BBQ Fingers 
Salad Bar 
Dirt Cups with Worms 

 THANK YOU ! 

http://www.fmsc.org/


 

 

Do you want to make a change that betters your life, com-

munity, and/or the environment? The 2019 People’s Eco-

Challenge is the perfect opportunity to challenge yourself to 

make some changes with the support of OUR CHURCH and 

the larger sustainability community.  
 

The 2019 People’s EcoChallenge is a 3-week online event 

from October 2—23 that is organized by the Northwest 

Earth Institute, a non-profit based in Portland. Last year 

16,610 people from around the world formed new habits 

that resulted in a decreased environmental impact on the 

planet, increased mindfulness, and/or positive impacts in 

their communities. This year YOU have the opportunity to 

participate through our Augustana Lutheran Church team. 
 

The intent of the challenge is to get participants thinking 

about how their life impacts our environment and OUR 

COMMUNITY, and to challenge us to instill a new 

thoughtful habit or two in our lives. Being called to care for 

God’s creation means making changes in our lives to consid-

er more than just our personal comforts. OUR HOMES are 

full of ways for us to make small changes that make a big 

difference. There is bound to be a challenge for you within 

the variety of categories that include: 
 

 Waste (compost) 

 Food (local) 

 Transportation (biking) 

 Health (exercise) 

 Energy (LED lights) 

 Community (volunteer) 

 Nature (go for a hike) 

 Water (shorter showers) 

 Simplicity (meditation) 

 
Let’s make a difference – Join the 2019 EcoChallenge! 

October 2—23 
 

The Earth is the LORD's, and everything in it.   PSALM 24:1 

 
 

 

 

Even if you choose not to participate in the 2019 EcoChal-

lenge, I encourage you to be conscious of your lifestyle and of 

ways that your actions and habits affect our community and 

our environment. Maybe you will even decide that you want 

to make a change or two to care for God’s creation after all! 
 

Please spread the word and get your fellow Augustana com-

munity members to join in the fun, and maybe even engage in 

a little friendly competition! 
 

Earth Keepers: Diane Blake, Shari Hansen, Carol Hall, Kiara 

Jorgenson, Shellie Larsen, Bill Larson, Jim McClosky, Kristen 

Mertens, Twila Peterson, Scott Thorson, Barb & Jonathan  

Wagner  

To participate, follow these steps: 

 Visit https://peoples.ecochallenge.org/ and click “Join” 

 Create a profile by entering your email and setting a 

password 

 Complete your profile by filling in the requested infor-

mation 

 Select “Join an Existing Team” 

 Search for “Augustana Lutheran Church, West. St. Paul” 

and click “Join” 

 Look through the many challenges and choose a few of 

your favorites to commit to! 

 Throughout the challenge, log in to track your progress 

and interact with teammates 

https://peoples.ecochallenge.org/


 

 
 

  

 

The deadline for the  

November 2019 issue of  

Augustana Life is  

October 15, 2019.  
 

If you have questions,  

contact Carla Pfeifer at  

651 457.3373 or  

cpfeifer@augustana.com  
 

Augustana Life is published monthly  

by Augustana Lutheran Church  

1400 South Robert Street   

West Saint Paul, MN 55118-3197  

Church Office 651 457-3373 

Pastors 
Mark Aune 
  maune@augustana.com 
 

Megan Torgerson 
  mtorgerson@augustana.com 
 

  Teleen Saunders, Intern 
  tsaunders@augustana.com 
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Children & Family Ministry   

  larmon@augustana.com 
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Faith Community Nurse 
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Teri Collins, Preschool Director 

   preschool@augustana.com 
 

Stacy Eichman-Cardwell, Director, Adult 

Ministry   

  secardwell@augustana.com 
 

Cathy Hendrikson, Director, Children &  

Family Ministry; Volunteer Coordinator   

  chendrikson@augustana.com 
 
 

Abby Norlin-Weaver, Director, Youth &  

Family Ministry 

   anorlinweaver@augustana.com 
 

Carla Pfeifer, Communications Coordinator 

   cpfeifer@augustana.com 

Music Staff 
Kathy Andrews, Co-director of Music 
 

Kristina Langlois, Co-director of Music 
 

Lisa Griffin, Celebration Band Director 
 

Sarah Youngner, Handbell Director 
 

Kim Zemple, Chorister Choir Director 
 

Office Staff 
 

Vanessa Hernandez, Nursery Coordinator 
 

Brandt Richardson, Business Administrator 

  brichardson@augustana.com 
 

Cori Pochardt, Secretary 

  cpochardt@augustana.com 
 

Barbara Rolfes, Administrative Secretary 

   brolfes@augustana.com 
 

Susan Triplett, Bookkeeper 

  striplett@augustana.com 
 

Deb Van, Financial Secretary 

  dvan@augustana.com 
 

Preschool Teachers 
 Teri Collins 

 Nancy Leitch  

 Katie Koehnen 

Custodial Staff 
Steve Bechtold  Deb Bechtold  

Carie Closmore John Closmore 

Will Miedema Lowell Steenberg   

 

  

Preschool has started off with messy hands and messy squirrels in our bird 

feeders! During the month of October the preschoolers will be learning 

about fall, apples, community helpers, fire safety, and of course there will 

be Halloween costumes.  

 

We will be visiting Dodge Nature Center for a season hike, one of our dads 

is a police officer and will be coming in to talk about his job, and the South 

Metro Fire Dept. will be visiting too. Our first Chapel and library visits will 

also take place this month.  

 

Thank you for your continued support of Augustana Preschool. Enjoy God’s 

colors this fall. 
 

   Teri Collins 



 

 



 

 

The Augustana Library 
 

 Open Sundays from 9:45 to 11:00 am and Wednesday evenings from 5:30 to 7:15 pm  

Located on the main level between the south staircase and the chapel. 

Books relating to this years annual theme: Expect the Unexpected. 

 Christine Caine’s Unexpected is a bible study that issues an invitation to embrace the 

unexpected. This study will be used in Coffee & Conversation on Monday mornings.  
 

 A Hope and a Future looks at expectancy by Messianic Rabbi Jonathan Bernis.  
 

 Unshakeable Hope: Building Our Lives on the Promises of God and It’s Not About Me 

by popular author Max Lucado. 
 

 Reaching for the Invisible God by Philip Yancey. 

These books on prayer contain short meditations, many of which relate to our theme 

topics such as fear, hope, comfort, and change. 
 

 Arthur Vogel in God, Prayer and Healing  deals with questions like “is it reasonable to 

pray with expectancy?” 

 These Words Upon Your Heart: Daily Reflections on Spiritual Classics, 

 Quiet Moments for Caregivers by Betty Free. 

 Authentic Living by Lowell Erdahl.  

We recently added Rachel  

Held Evans’ final published book, 

 Inspired: Slaying Giants, Walking on 

Water. And Loving the Bible Again, She 

examines favorite Bible stories, retell-

ing them in a variety of styles while 

drawing on “the best in recent  

scholarship”. 


