
 

 

  December 2019                                                  Liturgical Season: Advent & Christmas 

  

  December 2019                                                                     Liturgical Season: Advent  

Christmas Giving Fair    
Sunday December 1, 9:00 am to noon   
 

Explore unique gifts for friends and  

family that support a wide variety of 

cause-based work and ministries.  

Holiday Memorial Service 
Saturday, December 14, 10:00 am 
 

You’re invited to this meaningful  

service celebrating 

the memory of   

loved ones.  

 
 

Children’s Program 
Sunday, December 8, 4:00 pm 
 

Join us for an afternoon of traditional 

Christmas carols, 

hymns, and readings  

performed by the  

Augustana children. 

Men’s Breakfast 
Wednesday, December 4, 6:30 am  
 

Gather for a light breakfast and Bible 

study with Pastor Aune. This is a great 

way to start your 

day and connect 

with other  

Augustana men! 

Elva Kaffe   
Saturday, December 7  

10:00 am to 2:00 pm   
 

Join us for this Scandi-

navian Christmas festi-

val. There will be food, craft demon-

strations, music, and dance perfor-

mances. 

Christmas Music Sunday 

Sunday, December 15 
 

Identical Worship Services 

 8:30 & 11:00 am, Sanctuary  

Augustana choirs & brass 
 

Congregational Carol Sing 

9:45 am, Fellowship Hall 

Family Ornament Event 
Friday, December 13, 6:00 pm  
 

Join us for an evening of fun, fellow-

ship, and orna-

ment-making. 

Each person will 

take home 4-6 

crafts.  

Christmas Eve 
Tuesday, December 24 
 

Family Worship 

11:00 am  
 

Candlelight Worship 

2:30, 4:00, 5:30, and 10:30 pm 

Advent Yoga 
Monday, December 16, 6:30 pm 
 

Find a bit of calm 

during this busy and 

stressful time as we 

prepare for the holi-

days.  

December at Augustana 

Matrix Housing Shelter at Augustana 
December 28—January 18 

Augustana will again host the Dakota County winter shelter pro-

gram managed by Matrix Housing. Up to 50 Dakota county resi-

dents who would otherwise sleep in their cars or on the streets will know Augustana’s 

hospitality while staying overnight in our Fellowship Hall. Volunteers are needed for eve-

rything from overnight shifts to meals to laundry duty. To volunteer during Augustana’s 

weeks or any time during the winter visit tinyurl.com/matrix-augustana. 

Women’s Holiday Breakfast 
Monday, December 2, 9:30 -11:30 

 

Join us for a light 

breakfast and presen-

tation by author, Jen 

Grant. Jen will help us 

alleviate holiday expectations and be 

open to the unexpected!  

mailto:tinyurl.com/matrix-augustana


 

 

It’s how we tell the story of God’s love and live as true 

disciples. Starting when I was a young adult, the practice 

of stewardship has been an ongoing part of my Christian 

life. Now that I am at Augustana, I joyfully adopted the 

responsibility of taking care of the people and mission in 

this community. When I completed my Giving Plan, I 

joined with hundreds of others in the Augustana congre-

gation who made a financial commitment to the Good 

News of Jesus Christ. It was my way of paying homage 

just as the wisemen did so long ago. 

 

Stewardship is tradition and although the shepherds 

were surprised on the night of Jesus’ birth (Luke 2:8-14), 

our ministry should never be caught off guard. People 

from all over the community will soon be flooding Au-

gustana in the hopes of eating cookies, making decora-

tions, singing carols, and reading scripture. Let’s make 

sure we are here to welcome and celebrate with all who 

are coming to worship the newborn king. If you have not 

yet turned in your Giving Plan, it’s not too late. Consider 

how your treasure can benefit Augustana’s mission. And 

then let us gather together in the tradition of the church 

to welcome the Son of God and eat cookies. 

 

Your sister in Christ, 

 
 

Intern Teleen Saunders  

December is a month rich with tradition. Exchanging 

Christmas cards, viewing decorative house lights, and 

wrapping gifts are all traditions that surround our year-

end holiday. One of my favorite traditions is decorating 

our Christmas tree. It’s the job of our oldest daughter to 

place the angel on the top of the tree, a tradition that 

started with her first Christmas. We started a new tradi-

tion with our youngest daughter so that she could also 

be special. We purchased a Christmas pickle ornament 

on a trip to Germany and our youngest daughter hides it 

in the branches for the family to find. It has become a 

fierce competition each year to find the hidden pickle.  

Luckily, no one has needed stitches - yet.   

 

Traditions, old and new, can be important as they help 

us mark our time together and create rituals that unite 

us around a common experience. As a newcomer to Au-

gustana, I’m looking forward to starting some new De-

cember traditions including the Advent Fair, Elva Kaffe, 

and the Holiday Memorial Service. These traditions pro-

vide an opportunity for us to define ourselves as a Chris-

tian family where we gather around the treasures of 

food, fellowship, service, and worship.   

 

Another part of my commitment to Augustana is stew-

ardship. We may have officially completed our annual 

stewardship drive, but the tradition of stewardship is 

another way to bind us together as people of God. Since 

the birth of Christ, Christians have supported His church.    

Treasures and Tradition 
 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then 

he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me 

word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of 

them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw 

that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his 

mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by 

another road. Matthew 2:7-12 



 

 

Nursery is available during the  

9:45 am Sanctuary service for children  

3 years of age and younger. 

 

Nursery will be available on Christmas 

Eve at 2:30 and 4:00 pm.  

 

ASL Interpretation will be available on  

December 1 at the 9:45 am service.  

Please contact the church office with  

requests or questions. 

Sunday, December 1 ~ First Sunday Of Advent  

     8:30 am Traditional Worship  

  Holy Communion 

     9:45 am Traditional Worship  

  Holy Communion 

   11:00 am Celebration Worship  

  Holy Communion 

 

Sunday, December 8 ~ Second Sunday Of Advent 

     8:30 am Traditional Worship 

     9:45 am Traditional Worship 

   11:00 am Celebration Worship  

  Holy Communion 

 

Sunday, December 15 ~ Christmas Music Sunday 

     8:30 am Festival Music Worship 

     9:45 am Congregational Carol Sing 

   11:00 am Festival Music Worship 

 

Sunday, December 22 ~ Fourth Sunday Of Advent 

     8:30 am Traditional Worship  

  Holy Communion 

     9:45 am Traditional Worship  

  Holy Communion 

   11:00 am Celebration Worship  

  Holy Communion 

 

Tuesday, December 25 ~ Christmas Eve 

   11:00 am Family Worship 

     2:30 pm Candlelight Worship 

     4:00 pm Candlelight Worship 

     5:30 pm Candlelight Worship 

   10:30 pm Candlelight Worship  

  Holy Communion 

 

Sunday, December 29 ~ First Sunday of Christmas 

     8:30 am Traditional Worship 

     9:45 am Traditional Worship 

   11:00 am Celebration Worship  

  Holy Communion 

Birth 

 Finnian Lowell Nelson, son of Eric & Kaitlynn Nelson, 

born on November 5. 
 

Baptisms 

 Charlie David Huinansaca, son of Geovanny 

Huinansaca &  Chelsay Nordtvedt. Sponsors are 

Ryan & Bekah Nordtvedt and Mauricio & Diane Bra-

vo. 

 Elliott James Drake, son of Mark & Britt Drake. Spon-

sors are Mary Merriam, Matthew Drake and Cristina 

O’Sullivan. 

 Gabriel Joseph Scott Glenna, son of Derek & Emily 

Glenna. Sponsors are Matthew Glenna and Jordan 

Rosendahl. 

 Benjamin Cyrus Hamlin, son of Kevin & Jennifer 

Hamlin. Sponsors are Christopher Wollmuth and 

Maria Hamlin. 
 

Deaths 

 Richard Sorheim, brother of Dennis Sorheim 

 Marciel Kiley, mother of Scott Kiley, grandmother of 

Leah & Lindsey. 

 

Thank you to Pastor Aune, Pastor Torgerson, Interns Eric 

and Teleen, Nurse Joann, and my many Augustana friends! 

A special thank you for all your prayers and concerns for 

Earl and myself. Our family thanks you for all your kind 

thoughts and remembrance of Earl. God’s love is truly a part 

of Augustana’s Faith Community.  Betty Nelson and family 



 

 

 Advent Yoga 

Monday, December 16, 6:30-7:45 pm 

Advent Yoga is a special candlelit, meditative, gentle 

evening with instructor Cristi Hoving. Join her for a fo-

cused time of relaxation, renewal, and meditating on the 

true meaning of Christmas. Advent Yoga is free and open to all. No previous 

yoga experience is necessary.  

 

 

Faith-Filled Yoga—New 2020 sessions 

Mat Yoga, Mondays, 6:30—7:45 pm 

January 6—March 9 (10 weeks)  

Cost: $80 
 

Chair Yoga, Thursdays, 10:00-11:00 am 

January 9—March 12 (10 weeks)  

Cost: $80 
 

You are welcome to drop-in to any class for $10/class 

 

 

Where Faith Meets Family Mental Health  

Movie Series  

Augustana’s Health Ministry, 

Adult Ministry, and Children, 

Youth, and Family Ministry are 

joining together as we contin-

ue to focus on Mental Health by offering support, resources, and tools to 

better cope with mental health challenges. Starting in January, we will be 

offering one movie a month that addresses some of these challenges.  
 

See further details in the Children, Youth, and Family Ministry section of this 

newsletter. Contact staff if you have questions or need help.  
 

Upcoming Movie Dates: 
  

Screenagers: Growing up in the Digital Age 

Sunday, January 5, noon 
 

Screenagers Next Chapter: uncovering Skills for Stress  

Resilience 

Sunday, February 2, noon 
 

Angst  

Sunday, March 1, noon 

Holiday Memorial Service  

Saturday, December 14, 10:00 am 

The holiday season is a time to remember 

loved ones who have died. Join us to cele-

brate the memory of loved ones and to 

light a candle in their honor during this 

meaningful service. If you wish, bring a 

photo or a reminder of your loved one. 

Fellowship and refreshments following the 

service.  

 

Personal Prayer 

Are you feeling the 

need for personal 

prayer? On Sunday, 

December 1 between 

9:30-11:00 am, (and 

on subsequent first Sundays of each 

month) you will have the opportunity to be 

prayed for by someone from the Augusta-

na prayer ministry. Prayer will take place in 

the Chapel (located between the library 

and the Jerusalem Room). All prayer re-

quests will be kept confidential.   

 

What if Everyone Were Present? 
 

The Befriender ministry 

serves as living letters of 

God’s presence when 

“walking with my friend 

recovering from surgery”.  

The time shared with anoth-

er is a blessing to both the befriended and 

BeFriender. If this ministry interests you, 

we invite you to an information session on 

March 22, 2020. The training dates are 

scheduled for April 18, 19, and 25, 2020. 

Please contact Joann Arneberg, Faith Com-

munity Nurse, by calling the church office.  

The leadership team looks forward to shar-

ing the story of this ministry.   



 

 

 

This fall was a time of unexpected blessings! Attendance in all Adult Ministry 

events was amazing. With the help of Pastor Aune and Pastor Torgerson as well as 

our Seminary Professors Karoline Lewis and Matt Skinner, we learned that the 

Bible can’t be read literally because we all read it from our own unique perspec-

tives; we also took a look at what influences our personal Biblical viewpoints. We 

grappled with Jesus being Divine and human and uncovered times when Jesus 

changed his mind and needed love. We explored how God doesn’t play favorites 

and opens the doors to a Universal Christ. Our Spiritual Enrichment series offered 

more tools and opportunities to connect with God in an experiential and medita-

tive way. Thanks to all of you who have joined me on this journey!    

 

 

Adult Forums  

There will be no Adult Forum in December. We will begin again on January 5.  

 

Women’s Holiday Breakfast 

Monday, December 2, 9:30 -11:30 

Expecting the Unexpected this Holiday Season with Jen Grant 

Many people have expectations about how the holidays will look and be experi-

enced. Speaker and author, Jen Grant will present how practicing mindfulness and 

self-care can help us alleviate the expectation so that we can be open to some-

thing new – the unexpected! Come for a light breakfast between 9:30 - 10:00. 

Program will start promptly at 10:15. No sign up or cost. 

 

Spiritual Enrichment Series – Tuesdays evenings, 6:30 -7:30 pm 

December 10: Contemplative Meditation – Marianne Kollar & Laura Drube 

Marianne and Laura play a combination of harps, flutes, and percussion instru-

ments, improvising music that is ethereal and contemplative. They play one on 

one with hospice patients, as well as giving periodic performances for groups in 

assisted living and in memory care settings. Enjoy this unique meditative experi-

ence. Spiritual Enrichment 2020 will begin on February 4 – March 3. 

 

Living Faith at Augustana returns for 2020 

January 5 and run through May.   

Pastor Torgerson’s digital Bible study will focus on hope. Using a variety of Biblical 

stories and passages, we will read about what hope looks like and the role it plays 

in our faith. Each week has an assigned Bible reading and a reflection comes out 

via email or Facebook every Tuesday. Sign up at the Information Center or by 

emailing Pastor Torgerson at mtorgerson@augustana.com. If you have participat-

ed via email in the past, you are automatically enrolled unless you say other-

wise. The study guide will be available at the Information Center when you sign 

up, via email, or on Facebook. 

 
 

Renew WAPO Women’s Retreat 

January 31 – February 2, 2020 

Cost: $125 Early Bird through Novem-

ber 30 - $150 after November 30 

Speaker: Pastor and Artist Paul Oman 

Theme: “Jesus and Women through 

Middle Eastern Eyes” 

For an event description or to register  

visit campwapo.org/events.  

 

Where Faith Meets Life  
Bible Study  
Wednesday evenings, 6:00 pm  
 

Join one of the pastors to explore the 

upcoming preaching text. This Bible 

study will help you listen to sermons in 

a new way and deepen your faith. 
 

Men’s Breakfast  

Wednesday, December 4 
6:30 -7:30 am  
 

Join Pastor Aune for a light breakfast 

and Bible Study. This month’s text is  

Isaiah 40:1-11. 

 

Working Women of Faith 
Thursday, January 9, 2020 at 6:00 pm   

Facilitator: Susan Berg-Williams   
 

This "come when you can" group 

meets for dinner at a different restau-

rant each evening and focuses on how 

faith-life and work-life intersect. New 

participants are always welcome!  

Contact Susan Berg-Williams at 

bergwilliams@hotmail.com for more 

information or to RSVP.  

 

Women’s Coffee & Conversation 

There will be no Coffee & Conversation 

in December. We will begin again on 

January 27. 

Find event details in the Adult Forum, Adult Ministry, and Coffee & Conversation flyers and in the Adult Ministry binders  

found in the Information Center. Contact Stacy Eichman-Cardwell with questions. 

Stacy 

mailto:mtorgerson@augustana.com
mailto:bergwilliams@hotmail.com


 

 

No Kids’ Kingdom 

There will be no Kids’ Kingdom on Sunday, December 15, 22, or 

29.  We will reconvene on Sunday January 5. 

 

Nursery Volunteers Needed 

Volunteers are needed to help staff the nursery on Christmas 

Eve at the 2:30 and 4:00 pm worship services. If you are  

willing to lend a hand, please email Cathy at chendrik-

son@augustana.com 

 

Bedtime Bible Stories for Kids 

Sunday evenings at 6:45 pm  
 

Tune into the Augustana Lutheran Church Facebook page for  

a bedtime Bible story, read by members of the children’s minis-

try team, pastors, and other special guests. If you miss the live 

reading, you can watch the replay at any time on the Facebook 

page.  

 

 
 

Children’s Christmas Program 

Sunday, December 8, 4:00 pm 

Come celebrate Christmas as the children of Augustana rejoice 

with traditional carols & hymns for the Advent season. Both 

children’s choirs will perform along with the Kids’ Kingdom 

Kids.  

 

Christmas Ornament Make and Take 

Friday, December 13, 6:00—8:00 pm  

Join us for Augustana’s annual Ornament 

Make and Take. Each family will take 

home a variety of handmade crafts for 

their tree. A great event for the family to 

do together! Please sign-up in the Children’s Ministry binder at 

the Information Center so we can plan accordingly. You MUST 

sign up to attend. Children must also be accompanied by a 

parent! 

 

It's Okay to Say No to Hugs! 

With the holidays fast approaching, let your children know it's 

okay to not hug a friend or relative. It's best to give them a 

choice of a hug, high five, or a hand shake. This teaches chil-

dren that they are in control of their bodies, but also lets them 

know they still need to greet someone appropriately.  

   Tie Blankets for Gillette Children’s Hospital  

 Thank you to everyone who donated fleece and came to help cut/tie the blankets. We were able to make 51 blankets to be 

donated to Gillette Children’s Hospital. A special thanks to Angela Crowely for all of her hard work and dedication making 

this event happen for the second year.  

mailto:chendrikson@augustana.com
mailto:chendrikson@augustana.com


 

 

Holiday Break Reminders  

Confirmation and Youth Forum will take a break the weeks of 

December 15, 22 and 29. Please join us for worship during 

the holiday break. A reminder confirmation students can earn 

worship credit and service credit, if they acolyte during any of 

our worship services. Sign up to acolyte in the Youth & Family 

binder at the Information Center.   

 

Sundays with High School 

Second & Fourth Sundays of each month  
 

December 8, 6:30-8:00 pm  
 

Come connect with your church friends. All students in 

grades 9—12 are welcome! We will celebrate Christmas with 

a variety of games and activities.  

 

Youth Orchestra on Youth Sunday 
January 26, 8:30 & 9:45 am services 

Rehearsals January 5, 12, & 17, 10:45-11:45 am 

Lower Level Commons  
  
Calling all 7th-12th grade instrumentalists! 

Youth Sunday is fast approaching, and we 

want to continue the long tradition of the 

youth orchestra at Augustana. To play in 

the youth orchestra, you must read music 

and be actively playing your instrument in a 

school program or be taking private lessons. Sign up in the 

Youth Binder at the Information Center or email Kris Langlois 

at kris.langlois@gmail.com. If you’re in confirmation, you can 

earn service credits for participating. You can also earn ser-

vice credits toward organizations such as Scouts or National 

Honor Society.  
  

When you sign up to participate, let Kris know: 

 what instrument you play (if you play more than one 

instrument, please list them in the order of your skill 

in playing them) 

 how long you have played your instrument 

 the best way to contact you (email address &/or 

phone) 
  

On Youth Sunday we will set up and have a short warmup 

rehearsal at 7:30 am. 

Where Faith Meets Family Mental Health  

Movie Series  
 

Join us for an all-

congregation movie series 

on mental health.  

Augustana will host screenings of three movies, each cover-

ing a different aspects of mental health. This movie series is 

part of our ongoing effort to engage in a conversation about 

mental health and provide resources and support. We hope 

you will join us for one or all three of these movies.   
 

Sunday, January 5, 2020  

SCREENAGERS: Growing up in the Digital Age 

Filmmaker and physician Dr. Delaney Ruston probes into the 

vulnerable corners of family life, including her own, to ex-

plore struggles over social media, video games, academics 

and internet addiction. This movie shows how tech time im-

pacts kids’ development and offers solutions on how adults 

can empower kids to best navigate the digital world and find 

balance.  
 

Sunday, February 2, 2020 

SCREENAGERS NEXT CHAPTER: Uncovering Skills for Stress 

Resilience  

In a follow up to her first movie Dr. Delaney Ruston sets out 

to understand the challenges in our current screen-filled 

society, and how we, as parents and educators, can em-

power teens to overcome mental health challenges and 

build emotional agility, communication savvy, and stress 

resilience. This movie explores how social media may be 

impacting our teens’ mental health, and what we can do to 

help.  
 

Sunday, March 1, 2020  

ANGST  

Designed to raise awareness around anxiety, this movie fea-

tures candid interviews with mental health experts as well as 

kids and young adults who suffer, or have suffered, from anx-

iety and what they’ve learned about it. The goal of Angst is to 

explore causes of anxiety, help identify and understand the 

symptoms, and encourage people to reach out for help.   
 

All of these screenings will be followed  by lunch and discus-

sion. Please keep an eye out for more information about first 

screening and lunch.  

mailto:kris.langlois@gmail.com


 

 

Boys & Girls Club  

Taco Tuesday 
291 East Belvidere, St. Paul, MN  
 

No Dinner in December. Join us on Tuesday, January 28.  

Loaves & Fishes  
St Matthew’s Catholic Church 

510 Hall Ave, St. Paul MN  
 

Tuesday, December 3 or Monday, December 9  

Shifts: 3:00-4:30; 4:30-6:30; 5:30-7:00 pm 

Sign up at the Information Center.   

       December Wednesday Night Dinner Menus 

December 4 
Subway Sandwiches  
Salad Bar  

December 11 
Swedish Meatballs 
Red Potatoes 
Salad Bar 
Lefse  

December 18 & 25 
No Dinner 

 

 

 

Augustana will again host Matrix Housing Services in our 

building. They provide emergency shelter for adults in Dako-

ta County who experience homelessness. This year, we have 

taken the ridiculously generous step to host three full weeks, 

from December 28 through January 18. We need your help 

to welcome our guests and accommodate the usage of 

space.   
 

You can sign up to help with Matrix at tinyurl.com/matrix-

augustana. You can provide a meal, provide a donation, or 

offer your gifts in other ways. We also hope you’ll be hospita-

ble and flexible during these weeks as it may require some 

changes in our usual programming. Finally, we hope you will 

all offer abundant prayers for Matrix, those staying with us, 

and the problem of homelessness all around us. We praise 

God by serving our neighbors. 

 

Elva Kaffe 2019  
Saturday, December 7  

10:00 am to 2:00 pm 
 

Volunteers are critical to the success  

of Elva Kaffe. Online sign ups are avail-

able. Visit augustana.com, scroll down 

the home-page to the collection of 

photos, select All-Congregation. The volunteer link will be on 

the right side of the page. You may also sign up in the Elva 

Kaffe binders at the Information Center.  

Union Gospel Mission “Hope Begins with a Meal”  
 

Your ridiculous generosity was on display in November. The 

Community Mission Committee hoped you would provide 25 

bags filled with Thanksgiving groceries for our local mission 

partner Union Gospel Mission. But in your abundance, you 

delivered 94 total bags to make sure families in our area 

could have a delicious meal over the holidays. Thank you for 

sharing these gifts with those who truly need it. 

 
 

Wreaths Across America 

Fort Snelling National Cemetery 
Remember, Honor, Teach 

Saturday, December 14, 11:00am sharp! 

Meet at Fort Snelling at 10:45am 
 

We will help place wreaths on the graves of our veterans who 

fought for our country. All ages are welcome to participate! 

Children of all ages must be accompanied by an adult. Cere-

monies around the world will be starting at the same time, so 

please be on time if you are meeting us at the cemetery. 

Please sign-up in the white Congregation Events binder at the 

Information Center.   

 

mailto:tinyurl.com/matrix-augustana
mailto:tinyurl.com/matrix-augustana


 

 

It’s very easy to get caught up in the commercialism and “chaos” that has become Christmas. We want it to be a 

meaningful time for OUR FAMILIES, but that seems to get harder each year. If we “anticipate God’s goodness” and 

remember WHY we celebrate God sending his son to earth, it is easier to embrace more earth-friendly and communi-

ty-friendly ways to celebrate.   
 

Instead of going overboard this year with purchased “gifts” under the tree, consider spending time and some of your 

Christmas budget helping the planet and those in need. Here are some ideas to help get you started on creating your 

own experiential family traditions: 
 

Elva Kaffe – Right here at OUR CHURCH is a wonderful way to celebrate. Invite your extended family and neighbors 

to celebrate this holiday tradition with our congregation.  
 

Adopt-a-Family through the Neighbors, Inc. Holiday Gift program – Help a family in OUR COMMUNITY by providing 

gifts to children who otherwise wouldn’t get to experience the childlike joy of Christmas morning. 
 

Feed a Family – Volunteering at Feed My Starving Children is a wonderful way to remind us all that having enough 

food to eat shouldn’t be taken for granted.   
 

Take your family to a concert or play – There are MANY great choices in the Twin Cities, especially at this time of 

year. From Christmas Music Festivals at local colleges to holiday theatrical performances – all are great ways to 

spend quality time together and create family traditions.   
 

Donate trees – Teamtrees.org is trying to plant 20 MILLION trees by 2020. Trees provide emotional 

rejuvenation, absorb sound, reduce stress and crime, absorb carbon dioxide, prevent erosion and 

improve water quality, reduce temperatures (by up to 11 degrees!) as well as provide homes to 

many animals and organisms. They are a great gift for a multitude of reasons. 
 

Buy a well – The next time you go into your bathroom or kitchen and turn on a sink, think about 

where your water comes from. Millions of people around the world don’t have access to this privi-

lege that is so easy to take for granted. World Vision provides wells to families. In fact, one well pro-

vides 2,800 gallons of safe water to over 300+ people a day. (www.worldvisiongifts.org). 
 

Our Faith Practice Card, “Trust God in the Midst of Chaos” reminds us that “when chaos seems to 

overwhelm, we continue to develop a confidence in our God that keeps us strong and peaceful.” 

May your family find new ways to celebrate a peaceful, earth-friendly Christmas this season.    

 
A Caring for Creation Christmas  

 

This trust in God, this faith, is the firm foundation under  

everything that makes life worth living.     hebrews 11:1 

 

Earth Keepers: Diane Blake, Shari Hansen, Carol Hall, Bill Larson, Jim McClosky, 

Kristen Mertens, Twila Peterson, Scott Thorson, Barb & Jonathan Wagner  

http://www.worldvisiongifts.org


 

 
 

  

 

The deadline for the  

January 2020 issue of  

Augustana Life is  

December 10, 2019.  
 

If you have questions,  

contact Carla Pfeifer at  

651 457.3373 or  

cpfeifer@augustana.com  
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Can it really be December already? Downstairs in the preschool we are getting ready 

for Christmas. We are starting the month learning about feelings; our own and those 

of others, followed by Christmas customs 

and the birth of Jesus. We will be having 

our annual Christmas concerts on December 17 and 18 this year. Please feel free to 

join us at 11:30 am on either day or both. This is a wonderful way to get into the 

holiday spirit.  
 

During the month of November we did something new. The preschoolers “wrote” 

cards to our military members. We gave them Christmas cards to color, words to 

copy/write like thank you, Merry Christmas, you are special, etc. These cards were 

mailed to Operation Gratitude to support our troops. Thank 

you to Miss Katie K. for suggesting this activity. If you are inter-

ested in more information about this program here is the link 

https://www.operationgratitude.com/. 
 

Wishing you love, laughter, and goodwill this Christmas and  

hoping 2020 is full of contentment and joy. 

 

 

 
 

     

Teri Collins 

https://www.operationgratitude.com/


 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Giving Fair 

Sunday, December 1 

9:00 am— Noon  
 

 

Visit Augustana’s annual Christmas Giving Fair and support our 

local and global mission partners.  
 

Once again we will have families and seniors available to adopt 

through the Neighbor’s Inc. Holiday program, God’s Global Barn-

yard, Guatemala scholarships, Selian Hospital, Lutheran Social Ser-

vices, Purses For a Purpose to name a few.    
 

New this year will be, My Very Own Bed and Global Mamas.  
 

Stop by and see how you can help others at the holidays.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for this Scandinavian Christmas 

festival at Augustana. There will be 

food and craft demonstrations, music and dance performances, 

and coffee and Christmas treats.  
 

Elva Kaffe, which translates to “11 o’clock coffee” is a long-

standing Scandinavian custom of inviting friends for coffee and 

cookies as the Advent season begins. It is an opportunity to take 

a break and enjoy one another’s company during this busy time 

of year. You don’t need to be Scandinavian to appreciate that!   
 

Invite your friends, neighbors, and co-workers. Invitations are 

available to mail at the Information Center. To download an invi-

tation to email, visit augustana.com, scroll down the homepage 

to the collection of pictures, select All-Congregation, the elec-

tronic invitation is on the right side of the page.   

Elva Kaffe 2019 

Saturday December 7 

10:00 am—2:00 pm 


