
 

 

  

  March 2020                                                                      Liturgical Season: Lent  

Mid-Week Worship 

Wondrous Encounters Lenten Devotion  

February 26, Ash Wednesday 

2 Corinthians 5:11-21—Anticipate God’s Goodness 
 

March 4: Genesis 7:1-16—Trust God 
 

March  11: Isaiah 40:27-41:1—Live with Expectancy 
 

March 18: Joshua 1:1-9—Embrace Change 
 

March 25: Acts 16:16-34—Rise with Resiliency 
 

April 1: Revelation 22:1-7—Choose Hope 

Engage in a wondrously simple, yet profound daily meditation 

written by Fr. Richard Rohr. This devotion will help you grow 

“in wisdom, maturity and grace” (Luke 2:40) 
 

A few books are still available and can be purchased for $10 

from Stacy Eichman-Cardwell (secardwell@augustana.com). 
 

Adult Forum on Sunday, March 22 will highlight and share  

devotions from the book that have inspired us. 

Wednesdays:  

11:30 am   Worship followed by a light lunch   

  7:07 pm   Service of scripture, song, and prayer 

Lenten Mentoring 2020 
 

Confirmation students and mentors will spend the six 

weeks of Lent deepening their exploration of our congre-

gational theme, EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED. Using this 

theme, students and mentors will engage in conversations 

and activities to help them build faith practices to develop 

a strong and relentless faith, no matter what life brings.  

First Communion Instruction Classes 
Sunday, March 15, 12:00-1:00 pm OR  

Thursday, April 2, 6:00-7:00 pm 
 

Children in grade 2 and older are invited to attend one of 

two instruction classes being held at Augustana. Attending 

an instruction class is mandatory in order to make your 

First Communion on Maundy Thursday, April 9. All chil-

dren MUST be accompanied by at least one parent or 

adult. Please sign-up in the Children's Ministry binder at 

the Information Center.  

Holy Week Schedule 
 

Palm Sunday, April 5 

Traditional Worship at 8:30 & 9:45 am 

Celebration Worship at 11:00 am 
 

Maundy Thursday, April 9 

Worship at 11:30 am 

Service of First Communion at 6:00 pm 

Worship at 7:30 pm 
 

Good Friday, April 10 

Family Worship at 10:00 am 

Tenebrae Service of Darkness at 8:00 pm 
 

Easter Sunday, April 12 

Sunrise Worship at 7:00 am 

Festival Worship at 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 am 

Celebration Worship at 11:00 in Fellowship Hall 
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Intern Teleen Saunders  

The word “Lent” is a shortened form of the Old English 

word lencten, meaning, "spring season". It has been  

associated with the Christian tradition as a period of 

fasting, abstinence, and penitence in commemoration of 

Christ's forty days of fasting in the wilderness. Aside from 

the annual smudged foreheads, fish Fridays, and McDon-

ald’s shamrock shakes, the season of Lent can get lost. It’s 

ironic to dwell over human sin and destruction at a time  

of year where hopeful signs of new life emerge from the 

earth.    

 

The Lenten journey starts with Ash Wednesday’s words, 

“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall re-

turn”. This lowly pronouncement isn’t exactly a morale 

booster. In fact, it can sound rather hopeless as we follow 

Jesus to the cross. We ban “hallelujahs”, skip the hymn of 

praise, and gather mid-week as darkness descends upon 

the day. It’s surely more pleasant to just stay at home. 

 

This year, however, I invite you to reconsider the human 

side of Lent. The book of Genesis reminds us that, “God 

saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very 

good.” As the buds gradually appear on the trees, as the 

birds slowly come back to their nests, and the grass gently 

starts to emerge, remember that you too are a marvelous 

creation of God. You are a beautiful, wonderful, cherished 

human being. And Lent gives us the amazing opportunity to 

publicly claim our humanity and acknowledge that, like all 

of God’s creatures, our time on earth is narrow, as we too 

shall die. This is why we take this journey together. When 

we gather, we acknowledge the necessity to care for each 

other through our flawed and limited human nature.  We 

publicly name the pain, the fear, the frustrations of life and 

we acknowledge our need for God.   

       The Human Side of Lent   
 

       For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones  
               or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him.  Colossians 1:16 

During Lent, we reflect upon and celebrate our connection 

with a God who was also human, a God who knows inti-

mately and viscerally what it is like to experience all the 

joys and sorrows of life. We also have a God who will walk 

with us in death.    

 

On April 28th I will be leading a workshop on death and  

dying. This will be a time to talk with other people from 

Augustana about end of life issues. As Christians, we fully 

embrace the “dust to dust” cycle where death is a simple 

fact of life. Instead of ignoring the human side of Lent it’s 

healthy to acknowledge our own eventual mortality. The 

goal of this workshop is to change how we think and talk 

about death. (And perhaps how we think and talk about life 

as well.) Only a small fraction of us, 10 to 20 percent, will 

die without warning. The rest of us will have time to get to 

know what’s going to end our lives. As disconcerting as this 

can be, it does afford us time to live with this knowledge, 

get used to it, and respond. We have some choice about 

how we orient ourselves toward the inevitable. This work-

shop will serve as a guide through the logistics of financial 

planning, hospice care, funeral arrangements, and sharing 

your wishes with loved ones. As we walk with each other 

through life, let us also walk with each other through death 

as we honor and respond to what it means to be human, 

not only during Lent, but all year long. 

 

Your Sister in Christ, 



 

 

Nursery is available during the  

9:45 am Sanctuary service for children  

3 years of age and younger. 

 

ASL Interpretation will be available in the 

upcoming months by request one week 

in advance at the 9:45 am service.  

Please contact the church office with  

requests or questions. 

 

Sunday, March 1 ~ 1st Sunday in Lent 

 8:30 am  Traditional Worship with Holy Communion 

  9:45 am  Traditional Worship with Holy Communion 

        11:00 am  Celebration Worship with Holy Communion 

 
Wednesday, March 4 ~ Midweek Lenten Service 

          11:30 am  Lenten Worship 

            7:07 pm  Lenten Worship 

 
Sunday, March 8 ~ Healing Sunday 

        8:30 am  Healing Service 

          9:45 am  Healing Service 

       11:00 am  Healing Service with Holy Communion 

 
Wednesday, March 11 ~ Midweek Lenten Service 

           11:30 am  Lenten Worship 

             7:07 pm  Lenten Worship 

 
Sunday, March 15 ~ 3rd Sunday in Lent 

8:30 am  Traditional Worshipwith Holy Communion 

9:45 am  Traditional Worship 

   11:00 am  Celebration Worship with Holy Communion 

 
Wednesday, March 18 ~ Midweek Lenten Service 

 11:30 am  Lenten Worship 

   7:07 pm  Lenten Worship 

 
Sunday, March 22 ~ 4th Sunday in Lent 

8:30 am  Traditional Worship 

9:45 am  Traditional Worship 

  11:00 am  Celebration Worship with Holy Communion 

 
Wednesday, March 25 ~ Midweek Lenten Service 

           11:30 am Lenten Worship 

             7:07 pm Lenten Worship 

 
Sunday, March 29 ~ 5th Sunday in Lent 

8:30 am  Traditional Worship 

9:45 am  Traditional Worship 

  11:00 am  Celebration Worship with Holy Communion 

Baptisms 

 Franklin David Koziol, son of Patrick & Caroline Koziol. 

Sponsors for Franklin are Davon Williams, Trevor & Katie 

Tiburzi. 

 Lucia Lee Overby, daughter of Jesse & Ana Overby.      

Sponsors for Lucia are Josh & Sarah Overby. 

 Teigen Mae Darsow, daughter of Jacob & Christina       

Darsow. Sponsors for Teigen are Lee & Molly Freitag and 

Randy & Leah Cota. 

 

Marriages 

 Rikka (Fitzer) and Mark Kerber, married on February 22. 

 

Deaths 

 Glen Thorpe, husband of Janey Thorpe. 

 Lois Colliander, mother of Linda Murray, grandmother       

of DJ and Gabe Murray. 

 Mike Shelledy, son-in-law of Mike & Jan Pluta, brother-in-

law of Chris Jerde. 

 Ken La Mone. 

 Karin (Johnson) Senstad, daughter of Russ & Jan Johnson, 

sister of Sue Mehus, aunt to Sarah Richardson, Lauren 

Thurmer and Kate Schletty. 

 Marilyn Basarich, mother of Michele Haedrich, grand-

mother of Emily Haedrich. 

 

A heartfelt thank you to Pastor Torgerson and Intern Teleen  

for their visits and prayers prior to my surgery to have a  

pacemaker implanted. It was very much appreciated.    

    Al Wedekind 



 

 

 Where Faith Meets Family  

Mental Health Movie Series  

ANGST  

Sunday, March 1, Noon in Fellowship Hall 

Lunch and discussion follow the movie. Sign-up at the Information Center.  

Designed to raise awareness around anxiety, this movie features candid inter-

views with mental health experts as well as kids and young adults who suffer, or 

have suffered, from anxiety and what they’ve learned about it. Angst will explore 

causes of anxiety, help identify and understand the symptoms, and encourage 

people to reach out for help. Join us for the last movie in our mental health movie 

series.  

 

Older Adult Ministry Forum 
 

In partnership with 2nd Half with Lyngblomsten  
Compassionate Caregiving 

Thursday, March 5, 10 am-noon 

Augustana Jerusalem Room  
 

 

Presenter: Marian Eisenmann, retired Lutheran pastor, chaplain, nurse, author, 

and Augustana member 

Cost: $12 or FREE for members of Augustana  
 

Register by March 3: email bhulden@lyngblomsten.org or call (651) 632-5335.  

What are the personal benefits as well as the challenges of caring for another 

person? Beginning with an overview of caregiving from a biblical perspective, this 

program focuses on caring for one’s own physical, emotional, and spiritual life 

while caring for others. Participants will be given tools for real-life application.  

 

Growing Through Loss Spring Series 

Thursdays, March 5-April 2 

Registration, 6:30 pm; Speaker, 7:00 pm; Support Groups 8:00-9:00 pm 

Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran Church, 3611 North Berens Road NW 

Prior Lake, MN 55379 
 

Growing Through Loss (GTL) is a forum that supports adults who have experi-

enced loss. Suggested donation is $3/session. Augustana is part of the interde-

nominational South Suburban Grief Support Coalition sponsors GTL.   

 

Faith-Filled Yoga New Sessions 

Mat Yoga: Mondays, March 16—May 18,  6:30-7:45 pm, 10 weeks, $80.  

Chair Yoga: Thursdays, March 19—May 28*, 10:00-11:00 am, 10 weeks, $80.  

*No Chair Yoga on Maundy Thursday  
 

Please sign up and pay in the Faith-Filled Yoga Binder at the Information Center.  

There is a drop-in fee of $10 per session if you do not want to commit for a full 

session. This is great opportunity for you to check out Mat & Chair yoga.         

Personal Prayer  

Sunday, March 1, 9:30-11:00 am  
 

Are you feeling the need for personal pray-

er? Stop by the Prayer Chapel on the first 

Sunday of each month to be prayed for by 

someone from the Augustana prayer min-

istry. All prayer requests will be kept confi-

dential. 

 
 

Where Faith Meets Life 
 

The Befriender ministry 

serves as a living reminder 

of God’s love. “I am joyful 

and appreciative because I 

have learned so much 

about actively listening 

and it opened my heart in 

a non-judgmental way. It is a caring tool 

that applies to my whole life and the peo-

ple I minister to.” BeFrienders offer an 

open compassionate heart through confi-

dential listening. If this ministry interests 

you, we invite you to an information ses-

sion on March 22. The training dates are 

scheduled for April 18, 19, and 25. Please 

contact Joann Arneberg, Faith Community 

Nurse, by calling the church office. The 

leadership team looks forward to sharing 

the story of this ministry.   

 

Grief Care Support Group 

Thursdays, April 23-May 14, 6:30-8:00 pm  

Presenter: Marian Eisenmann, retired 

Lutheran pastor, chaplain, nurse, author, 

and Augustana member.  
 

For those who have experienced loss of a 

loved one. Watch the newsletter and bulle-

tin for more information.  

mailto:bhulden@lyngblomsten.org


 

 

Adult Forum 

Sunday mornings, 9:45—10:45 am & 10:50—11:45 am in the Jerusalem Room 
 

Expect the Unexpected: The Death of Jesus in the Gospels  

Nobody expected that the Messiah would suffer a humiliating death on a cross. 

This event took Jesus’ followers by surprise and required them to answer the ques-

tion, what does his death mean? All the Gospels describe Jesus’ crucifixion, but 

comparing the various Gospel accounts helps us get a fuller sense of why Jesus’ 

death matters.  
 

March 1 Expect the Unexpected: The Death of Jesus in the Gospel according to 

Mark - Matt Skinner, Luther Seminary 

The Gospel of Mark describes Jesus’ execution as a stark, tragic occasion. Injustice 

and abandonment are major themes. Yet the cross is the time when we see Jesus 

revealed as a king, despite his apparent powerlessness. 
 

March 8 Expect the Unexpected: The Death of Jesus in the Gospel according to 

Matthew - Matt Skinner, Luther Seminary 

The Gospel of Matthew emphasizes the failure of leadership that contributed to 

people being unable to recognize Jesus for who he was. A sense of cynicism sur-

rounds the story, too. But so do hope, forgiveness, and a conviction that the death 

of Jesus has set the world on a new course. 
 

March 15 Expect the Unexpected: The Death of Jesus in the Gospel according to 

John - Karoline Lewis, Luther Seminary 

The Gospel of John is always the Gospel reading designated for Good Friday and 

offers a unique narration of Jesus' arrest, trial, crucifixion, and burial. We will focus 

on John's presentation of the passion story.  
 

March 22 Wondrous Encounters – Lenten Devotional by Fr. Richard Rohr 

Throughout Lent you have had the opportunity to engage in a daily meditation by 

Richard Rohr. We will share devotions from the book that inspired us. 
 

March 29 Expect the Unexpected: The Death of Jesus in the Gospel according to 

Luke - Matt Skinner, Luther Seminary 

The Gospel of Luke calls our attention to Jesus’ generosity and faithfulness in 

death. Luke helps us see that Jesus continued to attract others to him, seeking 

salvation from him even as the Roman Empire put him to death.  
 

Spiritual Enrichment Series  

Tuesday evenings, 6:30 -7:30 pm 

This series offers different methods to calm your mind and experience a  

spiritual connection with God. Come to one session or all of them - EXPECT  

THE UNEXPECTED! 

March 3    Collective Sound Meditation—Cheri Bunker & Frank DiCristina  

March 10  Flute Embellishment Workshop—Cheri Bunker 

March 17  Quilling—Sharolyn Knutson  

 

 

 
 

Women’s Bible Study 

Present over Perfect  

Tuesdays, March 3 - 31, 9:30 -11:30 am  

Cost: $8 for participant book 
 

This Bible Study by Shauna Niequist will 

take you from frantic to free! Liberating 

you from the pressure of perfection, 

she invites you to be open to God’s un-

conditional love, focus on the present 

moment, and experience a deeper 

sense of grace, space, and connection. 

Join facilitator Flossie Lund for this five-

session, video-based Bible study. Email 

Flossie (lundflossie115@gmail.com) to 

sign up. 

 

Coffee and Conversation  

Mondays, 10:00 – 11:30 am  

Jerusalem Room  
 

This "come when you can" women's 

group provides a variety of spiritual, 

educational, and entertaining topics.  

 

Men’s Breakfast  

Wednesday, March 4, 6:30 -7:30 am 
 

The text will be is Mark 10:32-52 

(Bartimaeus healed). 

 

Working Women of Faith 
Thursday, March 5 at 6:00 pm   

Facilitator: Susan Berg-Williams   
 

Contact Susan Berg-Williams at 

bergwilliams@hotmail.com for more 

information or to RSVP.  

 

Augustana Men’s Meet and Eat  

Third Tuesday of each month 
 

Email Tim Turgeon at taturg@msn.com 

for details. 

Find event details in the Adult Forum, Adult Ministry, and Coffee & Conversation flyers and in the Adult Ministry binders  

found in the Information Center. Contact Stacy Eichman-Cardwell with questions. 

mailto:bergwilliams@hotmail.com
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Summer Camp Dates 
 

June 8-11: Music & Arts Camp 

June 22-25: Vacation Bible School (VBS), session 1 

July 6-9: VBS, session 2 

July 10-12: Camp Wapo Seed Weekend  

July 12-17: Camp Wapo Weeklong camp 

July 13-16: VBS, session 3 

July 27-30: Girls of Grit & Grace 

August 3-6: Service Over Self Camp 

August 14-17: Wapo Family Camp (see Cathy for more info) 

 

Camp Wapo Registration 

Camp Wapo registration is available online at campwapo.org. 

All registrations must be done online through Camp Wapo. 

Space is limited, so don’t wait to register your camper.  

 

New Camps Coming This Summer! 

Three new camps will be added to the schedule this summer.  
 

Girls of Grit & Grace. We will go on different adventures off-

site during this camp along with learning about the heroic 

things the women did during Biblical times. We will also talk 

about positive body image and how girls can do and be any-

thing they want to be. This camp is open to girls finishing 

grades 2–5. 
 

Service Over Self. Campers will participate in a community 

service project each morning, then have a little fun in the after-

noon when the work is done. Meals on Wheels, Second Stork, 

and Second Harvest are a few of the places we will be volun-

teering. Our afternoon fun will include a waterpark, bowling, 

and more. This camp is open to children finishing grades 2 and 

up. 
 

WAPO Family Camp is our third new camp this summer. Camp 

Wapo is hosting two weekends, one in June and one in August 

for families and churches to come together for a weekend of 

faith, fun, and friendship. Registration and more information 

about family camp can be found on the Wapo website or by 

contacting Cathy Hendrikson.  

 
 

 

First Communion Instruction Classes 

Sunday, March 15, 12:00-1:00 pm OR  

Thursday, April 2, 6:00-7:00 pm 
 

Children in grade 2 and older are invited to attend one of two 

instruction classes being held at Augustana. Attending an  
instruction class is mandatory in order to make your First Com-

munion on Maundy Thursday, April 9. All children MUST be 

accompanied by at least one parent or adult. Please sign-up in 

the Children's Ministry binder at the Information Center.  

 

Holy Week Prayer Stations 

Palm Sunday through Good Friday 
 

Holy Week is a time to celebrate the life, death, and resurrec-

tion of Jesus. As we reflect on his life and what his death means 

for us, we invite you to stop by the Jerusalem Room starting 

Palm Sunday through Good Friday and take part in the multiple 

prayer stations set up for you. These stations are geared to-

wards everyone at Augustana! 

 

First Communion Worship 

Maundy Thursday, April 9, 6:00 pm 
 

All children who have attended one of the instruction classes 

and made their banner will be invited to make their First Com-

munion at this special service. Invite your family and friends to 

experience this milestone with you.  

 

Good Friday Family Worship 

Friday, April 10, 10:00 am 
 

Join us for an interactive, family-friendly worship service  

remembering the death and resurrection of Jesus.  

 

Mom’s/Ladies Night Out 

Thursday, April 23, 6:30-9:00 pm 

Upstairs of Dunham’s Bar and Grill, 173 Lothenbach Ave in WSP 

Cost $10—includes project and appetizers 
 

Join us for an evening of crafting, food, and fellowship. We will 

make a double picture frame for everyone to take home. This is 

open to all Augustana women and their friends. Please sign-up 

in Children’s Ministry binder at the Information Center by April 

9. Money will collected the night of the event.  



 

 

 

2020 Augustana Youth Ski Trip  
Giants Ridge—Biwabik, MN  

  

Youth Summer Trips  

Registration forms for the following activities can be found in 

the Youth & Family binder at the Information Center.  

 

Confirmation Summer Stretch  

Monday, August 3 – Thursday, August 6, 8:00 am – 4:00 pm  

Overnight Friday, August 7, 5:00 pm – Saturday, August 8, 

10:00 am  

Cost: $100 includes lunch & snack each day and activity fees   
 

Augustana youth and friends entering grades 7 – 9 are invited 

to sign up for our Confirmation Summer Stretch. This week 

will be filled with time to serve, play, and reflect on what we 

learn. Monday – Thursday our day will be split between vol-

unteering in the morning and recreational activities in the 

afternoon. We will finish the week with a Forest After Dark 

overnight at the MN Zoo on Friday.  

 

Augustana High School Summer Service Trip  

Heifer Global Explores at Shepherd’s Spring 

Monday, July 6—Thursday, July 9 

Estimated Total Cost: $500-600 (Programing fees  of $245 

plus estimated airfare of $250-$300) 
 

Augustana youth and friends completing  grades 10–12 are 

invited to sign up for our high school summer service trip.  

We will be going to Shepherd’s Spring in Sharpsburg, Mary-

land. Our group will participate in the Heifer Global Explores 

program.  
 

This program will lead us through a role-playing simulation 

where we become “citizens” of a particular house and must 

work together to trade for food with the other houses, build 

a fire to cook our meals, and sleep in the global village. The 

villages include sites representing Africa, Latin America, Asia, 

and the United States. Heifer Global Explores will give stu-

dents an opportunity to better understand the importance of 

the Global Mission Ministry at Augustana. Without leaving 

the country we will have an international getaway. In addi-

tion to learning there will be time to play in the pool and be 

tourists in the area!  

 

 



 

 

Boys & Girls Club  

Taco Tuesday 
291 East Belvidere, St. Paul, MN  
 

Tuesday, March 24 

3:00—6:00 pm 

Loaves & Fishes  
St. Matthew’s Catholic Church 

510 Hall Ave, St. Paul MN  
 

Tuesday, March 2 or Monday, March 9  

Shifts: 3:00-4:30; 4:30-6:30; 5:30-7:00 pm 

Sign up at the Information Center.   

       March Wednesday Night Dinner Menus 

March 4 
Enchiladas 

Rice & Beans 

Chips & Salsa 

Salad Bar  

 

 

 
 

Would you like to be part of a ministry that provides valuable 

support to families who have experienced the loss of a loved 

one? 
 

Families planning a funeral for a loved one are invited to have 

a catered luncheon or reception at Augustana. This time for 

fellowship is an important part of the grieving process.  

Augustana funeral volunteers are needed to greet guests 

during the visitation and funeral and to help serve the lunch-

eon allowing the family to share a meal while visiting with 

guests and remembering their loved one.  
 

This is an “on-call” ministry. Your name will be added to a call 

list and you will be contacted when a funeral is scheduled to 

help greet, serve the meal, and clean up afterward. Please 

note that most of the funerals are scheduled for weekdays, 

so we need you to be available during the day. When we 

learn of a funeral at Augustana, we contact volunteers to find 

people who are available to help. If you are on the volunteer 

list, you will receive a phone call asking if you are available.  
 

Prayerfully consider volunteering to help with funeral lunch-

es. Contact Barb Rolfes in the church office at 651.457.3373 

or brolfes@augustana.com if you are available to help.  

March 11  
Tator Tot Hotdish 

Corn  

Salad Bar 

March 18 
Hot Ham Sandwiches 

Salad Bar 

Chips 

March 25 
Eggbake 
Pancakes 
Sausage & Hashbrowns 
Assorted Pastries 

 

Minnesota FoodShare  
 

 

Jesus showed us that we are to provide for 

those who are hungry. Everyone in our com-

munity should have three square meals a 

day! In March, you have the chance to provide that gift. Dur-

ing March, Minnesota FoodShare makes our gifts of money 

or food increase in impact for Neighbors Inc, our local mis-

sion partner. 
 

This year, we’ve prepared shopping lists for you so you can 

get the items Neighbors needs most. You can choose to pro-

vide breakfast, lunch, or dinner by choosing some of the 

items from a list. Each meal corresponds with one of the pas-

tors, because we all know that the competition to see which 

pastor can get the most donations is part of the fun. Get a 

list, join in the rivalry between the pastors, and feel good 

knowing you’re putting your faith in action. Our goal is 

33,333 combined pounds of food and dollars, so we need 

your support. 
 

You can start making your gifts on February 23. Gifts will be 

collected through the month of March. Bring your food dona-

tions to the church anytime the building is open. Gifts of 

money can be made through cash or check – just make the 

check to Augustana and put “MN FoodShare” in the memo 

line. Your ridiculous generosity feeds our neighbors and 

makes Christ known! 

Feed My Starving Children 

Thursday, March 12, 6:00-7:30 pm      Online Code: XGP881 

Eagan site: 990 Lone Oak Road, Suite 136 



 

 

March in Minnesota means MN FoodShare month. Feeding members of our community is one of the most 

impactful ways that we can care for God’s creation.   

 

Minnesota is the only state in the union that dedicates a month to raising awareness around the issues of 

hunger and food insecurity. Food insecurity is defined as a lack of access to the necessary amount of food for 

all members of the household to be active and healthy. This means that FAMILIES who struggle with food 

insecurity must often choose between food and other necessities such housing bills, car payments, medicine, 

heat, etc. Many of us can only imagine how hard it would be to look at our kids and not know where their 

next meal will come from, or if it will come at all. In Minnesota, 1 out of 11 households are affected by food 

insecurity – that means roughly 500,000 people in our state are food insecure. The issue is far more prevalent 

than we often realize. 

 

This issue becomes even more serious when school is out. During the school year, kids are guaranteed one 

meal a day (sometimes two, if the kids have breakfast AND lunch) and parents have one meal less to worry 

about. When there is no school, this guarantee is gone for both the parents and the kids. By helping to ensure 

that food shelves have the items necessary to feed families, many families will gain a meal that would other-

wise be lost. Here at OUR CHURCH, we participate in the Neighbors, Inc. MN FoodShare drive. While we al-

ways have fun with this event, it fills a very serious need in OUR COMMUNITY.   

 

Last year, we raised a record 33,000+ pounds/dollars of food. This year, we want to raise 33,333. In keeping 

with the “3” theme, around church you will be able to find grocery lists for the 3 square meals of the day, and 

all 3 pastors will once again compete against one another to see who can collect the most donations.  

 

The cost of hunger for the state of Minnesota is $1.6 BILLION. Take some time this month to discover how 

YOUR family could help combat this issue right here in our community. Then, TAKE ACTION! Bring food and/

or money to church, or host a food drive in your neighborhood or at work to support the Neighbors, Inc. food 

shelf. Help feed God’s children so that no one in our community has to be hungry. 

 

Feeding our Neighbors 
 

“Those who are generous are blessed,  

for they share their bread with the poor.”     

Proverbs 22:9 

 

 

Earth Keepers: Diane Blake, Shari Hansen, Carol Hall, Bill Larson, Jim McClosky, 

Kristen Mertens, Twila Peterson, Scott Thorson, Barb & Jonathan Wagner  



 

 
 

  

 

The deadline for the  

April 2020 issue of  

Augustana Life is  

March 17, 2020.  
 

If you have questions,  

contact Carla Pfeifer at  

651 457.3373 or  

cpfeifer@augustana.com  
 

Augustana Life is published monthly  

by Augustana Lutheran Church  

1400 South Robert Street   

West Saint Paul, MN 55118-3197  

Church Office 651 457-3373 

Pastors 
Mark Aune 
  maune@augustana.com 
 

Megan Torgerson 
  mtorgerson@augustana.com 
 

  Teleen Saunders, Intern 
  tsaunders@augustana.com 
  

Program Staff 
Laurie Armon, Program Assistant,  

Children & Family Ministry   

  larmon@augustana.com 
 

Joann Arneberg, RN MPH,  
Faith Community Nurse 

  jarneberg@augustana.com 
 

Teri Collins, Preschool Director 

   preschool@augustana.com 
 

Stacy Eichman-Cardwell, Director, Adult 

Ministry   

  secardwell@augustana.com 
 

Cathy Hendrikson, Director, Children &  

Family Ministry; Volunteer Coordinator   

  chendrikson@augustana.com 
 
 

Abby Norlin-Weaver, Director, Youth &  

Family Ministry 

   anorlinweaver@augustana.com 
 

Carla Pfeifer, Communications Coordinator 

   cpfeifer@augustana.com 

Music Staff 
Kathy Andrews, Co-director of Music 
 

Kristina Langlois, Co-director of Music 
 

Lisa Griffin, Celebration Band Director 
 

Sarah Youngner, Handbell Director 
 

Kim Zemple, Chorister Choir Director 
 

Office Staff 
 

Vanessa Hernandez, Nursery Coordinator 
 

Brandt Richardson, Business Administrator 

  brichardson@augustana.com 
 

Cori Pochardt, Secretary 

  cpochardt@augustana.com 
 

Barbara Rolfes, Administrative Secretary 

   brolfes@augustana.com 
 

Susan Triplett, Bookkeeper 

  striplett@augustana.com 
 

Deb Van, Financial Secretary 

  dvan@augustana.com 
 

Preschool Teachers 
 Teri Collins 

 Nancy Leitch  

 Katie Koehnen 

Custodial Staff 
Steve Bechtold  Deb Bechtold  

Carie Closmore John Closmore 

Will Miedema Lowell Steenberg   

Have you ever peeked into one of the preschool classrooms and thought “why do they have so many toys”? Our preschool 

philosophy is that through developmentally appropriate learning activities and play, each child will be given the opportuni-

ty to grow and learn at their own rate. Children will be encouraged to imagine, explore, invent, create, interact, and ex-

press ideas and feelings. Play is a child’s work!  
 

During the past month I have seen so many instances of children playing and collaborating to create buildings, using their 

imaginations and voices to play games together, exploring a cornstarch and water mix and watching what happens, trying 

a new food (hummus) or juice flavor (grapefruit). These experiences teach children so many things about themselves and 

others; all through play. During March our preschoolers will be learning about famous art and artists. Look for those pro-

jects in April. 
 

 If you are looking for a preschool for next year, we are now registering for 2020-2021. If you would like a tour or more 

information please email me at preschool@augustana.com or call me at 651-457-3373 x26.  

   
Teri Collins 

mailto:preschool@augustana.com


 

 



 

 

 

 

Cozy up with a good book this winter! 
 

Check out the Augustana library for some  

readings, reflections, and devotionals for  

Lent and Easter. There are many different 

books available to help give focus to the  

reflective season of Lent. 
 

Come in to browse other books too.  

We are highlighting books from the  

popular author, Fr. Richard Rohr, a  

Franciscan priest of the New Mexico  

Province and founder of the Center  

for Action and Comtemplation. He has 

written numerous books. The Augustana 

library has seven of Rohr’s books. 

Augustana University Choir  

(South Dakota)  

Dr. Paul Nesheim, Conductor 
 

Saturday, March 7 at 7:00 pm 
 

The choir is on its midwest tour.  

Augustana will provide housing for  

students on Saturday evening following the 

concert and hosts will return them to  

Augustana early Sunday morning. 
 

If you would like to host a student(s), 

please contact Kathy Andrews at 

651.357.6032.   

 

The concert is free and open to  

the public. A freewill offering will be taken.   

 

 

Augustana is looking for a part-time 

Accountant. Responsibilities include 

preparation of financial statements, 

payroll and reporting, and processing of 

accounts payable. The position averages 

16-20 hours per week. Minimum qualifi-

cations are a relevant degree and two 

years of experience in the areas of re-

sponsibility, with experience in church 

accounting and reporting preferred. 

Contact Brandt Richardson, Business 

Administration at 651.457.3373 if you 

are interested.    


