April 2020

Liturgical Season: Holy Week/Easter

A Message from Pastor Aune
He went out, not knowing where he was going. Hebrews 11:8
This passage refers to Abraham and Sarah leaving their home and family in obedience
to God’s instructions. In his March 19 writing from My Utmost for His Highest, Oswald
Chambers says, “Living a life of faith means never knowing where you are being led.
But it does mean loving and knowing the One who is leading. It is literally a life of
faith, not of understanding and reason—a life of knowing Him who calls us to go.”
Our appetite for knowledge is insatiable. We want to know what is going on in any
and all circumstances. We want understanding. We want a reason. But this is not
faith. Hebrews 11:1 tells us that, “faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen”.
As Chambers reminds us, it is not about knowing where you are being led, but rather
loving and trusting the one who is leading you. Now more than ever we need to cling
to the one who is leading us. We need to know the one who gives us life and purpose.
God will not abandon or forsake us. We trust in God; we know this to be true and we
have a living faith. Thanks be to God.
Due to the Stay at Home Order issued by Governor Walz on Wednesday, March 25,
the Augustana building and all activities including worship and preschool will be shut
down beginning at 4:30 pm March 26 until the order has been lifted.



If you need to get in touch with a pastor or staff person, please call the
church office at 651.457.3373 and follow the instructions on the voicemail
message.



Drive-In worship does not adhere to the Stay at Home Order and therefore is
not possible at this time.



The pastors will continue to post devotional and worship messages as
frequently as possible (from their homes) at augustana.com. To view the
videos, select the Coronavirus Update tab from the main menu.

Minnesota Foodshare has been extended to April 30th, An online gift of money is the
best way to make sure no one goes hungry during this pandemic.
Check the Augustana website (select the Coronavirus tab from the main menu bar) for
the latest news and devotion videos.
We are living in uncertain and scary times. I am so grateful that you continue to support the ministry of Augustana with your prayers, your love of the neighbor, and your
financial gifts. Pray without ceasing, call a friend or a neighbor, be safe and smart.
With gratitude,

Did you know
there are hundreds of Bible-related
apps for your mobile devices?
A quick search of the app store yielded over
100 apps ranging from daily scripture and
devotions to prayer and meditation to Bible
trivia and coloring pages.
We encourage you to check some out and
see what works best for you. Below are a few
staff favorites:

Our Bible
This app contains devotions,
studies, and podcasts from
pastors and thinkers who
have a progressive, honest,
and bold perspective on Christian life and
faith. This app provides both free and paid
content; you don’t have to create an account
to use the free devotions. If you’re looking
for insights into modern faith that you can’t
find someplace else, this resource is for you.

D365
This free daily devotion app
leads you through five steps:
Pause— prepare for God’s word
Listen—a daily Bible reading
Think—a guide to how this passage is
relevant to your life
Pray—a starting point for your to begin your
conversation with God
Go—a blessing to send you out to do God’s
work in the world.

Prayer Requests
We know this is an uncertain time for all
of us and that many of you have prayer
requests. The Augustana Prayer Ministry
is here to receive your requests. You may
email your confidential prayer request
to the Augustana Prayer Ministry at
prayers@augustana.com.

Lifelines
Deaths:
 David Rahn, friend and housemate
of June Mikulanic.

Book & Prayer Card Recommendation
Open and Unafraid book by W. David O. Taylor
Purchase both at The Rabbit Room online store: https://store.rabbitroom.com/
products/open-and-unafraid?variant=31528819589207
How can we find a more transparent, resilient, and
fearless life of faith? The book of Psalms has been central to God's people for millennia, across all walks of life
and cultural contexts. In reading it, we discover that we
are never alone in our joys, sorrows, angers, doubts,
praises, or thanksgivings. In it, we learn about prayer
and poetry, honesty and community, justice and enemies, life and death, nations and creation. Open and
Unafraid shows us how to read the psalms in a fresh,
life-giving way, and so access the bottomless resources
for life that they provide.

 Dell Lossow, father of Sheryl
Burkhardt, grandfather of Hilary
Wagner.

 Cory Hoesley, nephew of Laurie
Church.

 Mary Ann Rippberger, mother of
Wendy Stanton, grandmother of
Nicole and Jack Stanton.

 Janet Louise Benner, mother of Paul
Benner, grandmother of Anne Benner-Storlie, great-grandmother of
Jonah and Katherine Storlie.

 Shirlee Dzielsky, mother of John
St. Peter, grandmother of David
St. Peter.

 Ethel Lund.
 Anne Darsow, wife of Roger Darsow,
mother of Jacob and Andrew Darsow, grandmother of Mackenzie,
Chase, Cohen and Teigen Darsow.

 Kenneth Riebau, father of Steve
Riebau.

Open and Unafraid Prayer Cards
These Psalms Prayer Cards are designed to provide help to individuals, families,
small groups, and communities who wish to pray in light of the Book of Psalms.
Each 4x6 card includes an image on one side, corresponding to a specific chapter
in the book, Open and Unafraid: The Psalms as a Guide to Life (Thomas Nelson:
2020), and text on the other: a passage from the psalms, three questions for reflection, and a prayer.
Each original watercolor illustration corresponds to a specific theme in the psalms
and the text on the back offers an opportunity to reflect on one's life in the light
of the good news that we discover in the psalms.
Each pack includes 15 cards (4x6) with artwork by Phaedra Taylor.

If your child (or you) are experiencing anxiety over things that
are happening in our world today, these Bible verses can help
in this time of uncertainty.
Matthew 6:25 So I tell you, don’t worry about the food you
need to live. And don’t worry about the clothes you need for
your body. Life is more important than food. And the body is
more important than clothes.
Matthew 6:34 So don’t worry about tomorrow. Each day
has enough trouble of its own. Tomorrow will have its own
worries.
John 14:27 I leave you peace. My peace I give you. I do not
give it to you as the world does. So don’t let your hearts be
troubled. Don’t be afraid.
Philippians 4:6-7 Do not worry about anything. But pray and
ask God for everything you need. And when you pray, always
give thanks. And God’s peace will keep your hearts and minds
in Christ Jesus. The peace that God gives is so great that we
cannot understand it.
Isaiah 41:13 I am the Lord your God. I am holding your right
hand. And I tell you, ‘Don’t be afraid. I will help you.’

The Book of Philippians is only four chapters long. In this
book, Paul used the words joy or rejoice 14 times. Can you find
all 14? (We used the Spark Bible which is the NRSV version)
What were some of Paul's reasons for being joyful?
Minnesota Food Share month has been expanded to April 30.
Augustana members and people in our community can donate
food and money to Neighbors Inc, to ensure that people with
food insecurities are able to get help. Read Mark 6:30-44 and
Mark 8:1-10. Add up the number of people Jesus fed in those
two passages. How many did you get?
Read Psalm 139
God made us fearfully and wonderfully. He knows everything
about you. Write your name from top to bottom along the left
side of a piece of paper. For each letter in your name, pick a
word that starts with the letter that describes you. When you
have finished, pray and thank God for each of your describing
words in your name. For example...
Dedicated
Energetic
Beautiful
For more Bible-related activities and fun, follow us on Facebook
at Augustana Lutheran Church Kids' Kingdom.

Use the Faith5 at Home
Faith5 is the format we use in Youth Forum and
Confirmation small groups. It is one more tool for
you to use at home. There is a lot of flexibility
with this format. Here are few ways you can begin
to use it as a family.
SHARE your highs and lows of the day or week.
This is an opportunity to check in with each other
and see how everyone is feeling. You could also
use the Check-In boards we made in September.
READ a Bible verse, story, devotion, or song.
Choose something that will guide your conversation. Not sure where to start? Here are some suggestions:


Watch one of the pastor devotions on the Augustuana
YouTube channel



Watch a Veggie Tales or Nooma video or an episode of
Super Soul Sunday



Read a verse or devotion from the Faith Practice Cards



Read an Intention Card

TALK about the material you used in the READ section. Don’t
overthink this! Ask each other simple questions like, what is the
lesson in this? What do you agree with? What do you find challenging? How does this apply to you? If you are looking up a
specific verse, try reading different translations and talk about
which translation speaks to you the most. Use a Bible app or
BibleGateway.com to find other translations.
PRAY together. Say a prayer together or take turns leading
the prayer. You could include gratitudes from your highs, requests from your lows, or use something familiar like The Lord’s
Prayer.
BLESS one another. Decide together what you want your
blessing to be. Use one of the suggestions below or try your
own:
 Ask God to continue to bless each other and remind one
another that God loves them.
 May the Lord bless you and keep you; may the Lord’s face
shine upon you, and be gracious to you; may the Lord look
upon you with favor, and give you peace.
 Make a cross on each other’s head and say, (fill in name of
person being blessed), child of God, remember you are
marked with the cross of Christ and sealed by the Holy
Spirit.

A message from local mission
partner, Lutheran Social
Service (LSS).

In February the preschoolers did a lesson on germs. We used a
glow in the dark lotion and a black light to show how germs attach
to our hands. The children then washed their hands and looked
under the light again to see how well they washed. This was a fun experiment and little did we
know how timely it would be.
Young children are going through a very difficult time right now. Routines are disrupted, friends
are not available for play dates and adults are stressed. Give you child a calm, age-appropriate
explanation of what is going on in their world. Read books about germs, hand washing, and feelings. Many resources are available electronically and online. I have included a few of my favorite
titles for you.
Germs Are Not For Sharing by Elizabeth Verdick
Wash Your Hands by Tony Ross
Germs Make Me Sick by Melvin Berger
Bear Feels Sick by Karma Wilson
When I Feel Afraid by Cheri J. Meiners
Please continue to be kind
to everyone, take care of
each other, and reach out to
friends and family.
Peace,

Teri Collins

As the COVID-19 outbreak continues, LSS staff and volunteers
around the state continue to
provide much-needed care for
our neighbors in need. To learn
how you can help, visit
lssmn.org/get-involoved/
volunteer. Opportunities might
include delivering a meal or
a bag of groceries in “no
contact” fashion.
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