
 

 

  

  July 2020                                                                Liturgical Season: Time after Pentecost   

Abide with Me:  

Podcast Series on Death & Dying 
 

“Expect the Unexpected” has been a helpful theme and 

spiritual practice for Augustana this year. When I started 

my internship last September, my plan was to host a work-

shop on the topic of death and dying. However, the onset 

of COVID-19 meant my format had to change. I lived into 

expecting the unexpected and turned the workshop into a 

podcast. 
 

What is a Podcast? 

A podcast is much like a radio program but is available for 

listening whenever you like. A link to the program series 

will be provided in the August newsletter. This link is easily 

shared with family and friends. Unfortunately, you will 

need a smartphone or computer to access the information.   
 

Podcast Content 

Part One: Jeanne McGill, a certified preplanning consultant, 

will lead us through the many options for planning a digni-

fied and meaningful funeral. 
 

Part Two: Margaret Barrett, attorney and owner of Safe 

Harbor Estate Law will discuss the legal side of financial 

planning, wills, and trusts. 
 

Part Three: Jim Heymans, the lead social worker from Ecu-

men Hospice will talk about different levels of care with the 

onset of advanced age or illness.   
 

I’m looking forward to sharing these important end of life 

discussions with you. As believers in the resurrection, we 

know that life on this earth is only temporary. Let us abide 

in Christ as we prepare for the promise of salvation.  

Summer SOULstice  

Online Bible Study and Fellowship 

Wednesdays, June 24 and July 1, 8, 15 at 7:00 pm 
 

You are invited to join this Zoom video Bible study led by 

Intern Pastor Teleen Saunders. Our souls need to be fed 

this summer, especially during the social distancing prac-

tices of COVID-19. We are all searching for new ways to 

connect with our faith and our church family.  
 

This Bible study will focus on the preaching text for the 

upcoming Sunday. There will be a bit of background to 

each reading followed by breakout sessions for discussion. 

If you would like to be part of this online study and discus-

sion, CLICK HERE  or contact Intern Pastor Teleen Saunders 

at tsaunders@augustana.com or (612)554-1550. 
 

I will send you a Zoom invitation by email that will connect 

you to any or all of the Wednesday evening sessions. Note: 

This Bible study is accessible with audio only from any tel-

ephone.   
  

Wednesday, June 24                   John 15:15-19, 25-27 

Wednesday, July 1    Proverbs 1:1-7 

Wednesday, July 8    Jeremiah 1:4-10 

Wednesday, July 15    Psalm 133 

       Engage in Learning  

Engage & Reflect 

In addition, the preaching pastor records a discussion of the 

text which is posted every Friday morning under our Engage 

and Reflect section at augustana.com. Select New Ways to 

Gather/COVID-19 from the menu at the top of the page or 

visit our Facebook page or YouTube channel.   

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdcsPj5G7fsNWYUWRBjR2RNr51JOSiI94T1H7N_VKbSf2okvg/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:tsaunders@augustana.com


 

 

 

But he knows the way that I take; when he has tested me, I shall come out like gold. My foot  

has held fast to his steps; I have kept his way and have not turned aside.  —Job 23:10-11 

 

In these verses, Job is struggling to see God during his loss and he reminds us all of what it means to be guided by faith. In our 

current uncertain and difficult times, we, like Job continue to walk in God’s steps and trust that God knows the way we are to 

take. We are guided by faith as we listen to God’s words and we keep God’s way.  
 

Some of you are wondering about the next steps in replacing Pastor Torgerson. The personnel committee is working with 

Bishop Patricia Lull of the St. Paul Area Synod to begin the process of looking for an interim associate pastor. With fall pro-

gramming uncertain because of COVID-19, the personnel committee feels an interim associate offers us the best flexibility. 

Augustana will form a small interview team and the Bishop will give us names of pastors who would be a good fit. This pro-

cess is not quite the same as a formal call process since interim pastors receive a call to a specific congregation from the Syn-

od. We are finalizing a job description and hope to have someone in place by the end of the summer or early September. 
 

We will welcome a new intern in September. His name is Michael Poeschl. In addition to being a student at Luther Seminary, 

he is a Fire Marshall/Inspector for the city of Falcon Heights. Michael is married and he has three children. He will begin his 

ministry as an intern pastor at Augustana on September 1. 
 

We also welcomed a new bookkeeper to the staff in June. Her name is Stacy Bratvold. Stacy and her family have been mem-

bers at Augustana for a number of years and we are grateful she has accepted the call to serve in this important ministry. 
 

We continue to be grateful for the opportunity to have drive-in worship and we hope you will make every effort to be part of 

the worshipping community over the summer months. Worship will be held in the parking lot each Sunday at 8:30 and 9:45 

am. Please remain in your car during the service. We will also post an online worship video every Sunday morning by 8:00 

am. Now more than ever are we understanding the need to have our spiritual tanks filled each week as we gather to worship 

and praise God.  
 

For now, no decision has been made about when we might go back into the sanctuary for worship. We continue to monitor 

the guidelines and wisdom of the Department of Health and the CDC as we make decisions about gathering in the building 

this fall. The staff is working on plans for smaller group events and we will communicate them to you in the August news-

letter. Safety is always our first consideration as we try and make these important decisions. Your patience, prayers, and sup-

port of your staff is needed and appreciated. Please remember, due to the COVID-19, our church building will remain closed 

throughout the summer months. Stay tuned for fall plans and how we will safely use our church building. 
 

We continue to find new ways to gather and connect with you each day. The pastors and staff will keep offering online wor-

ship and daily devotional videos designed to strengthen your faith, inspire your spirit, and share how Augustana provides 

compassion and care in our community. To help you find and access these daily videos we have made some changes to the 

website. From the top menu bar, select “New Way’s to Gather/COVID-19.” Once you land on the “New Ways to Gather” page 

you will find videos from the past 28 days organized by topic. The four most recent videos will be posted in the first 

row. Videos older than one month can be found by on our YouTube channel. Select the YouTube icon in the upper right cor-

ner of the homepage. Videos have been organized by topic into “playlists”.    
 

I hope and pray you are finding ways to renew and refresh this summer. See you at worship in the parking lot.  
 

  Blessings and peace, 

Pastor Aune 



 

 

Deaths: 

 Jackie Monita, daughter of John and Chris Ahlstrom, sister 

of Katie and Luke. 

 Dale Bjorklund, father of Randy Bjorklund, died in March, 

and Bea Goranson, mother of Randy, died in June. Dale 

and Bea are grandparents of Jack, Jaden, and Reid. 

 Billy Lancaster, son of Kris Smalley, brother of Jake and 

Nicole. 

 Jean Alice Turgeon, mother of Tim Turgeon. 

 Loraine Gilbertson, mother of June Lang.  

 Debbie Clark, wife of Richard and sister of Scott Matthews. 

Prayer Requests 
We know many of you have prayer requests. The Augustana 

Prayer Ministry is here to receive your requests. Submit your 

confidential prayer request to the Augustana Prayer Ministry 

at: prayers@augustana.com. 

Congratulations to high school seniors Emma Deyo and 

Carl Larson! Emma and Carl are the recipients of the 2020 

Augustana Lindberg Music Scholarship. This scholarship has 

been made possible through a gift given by Lee and Mary Lou 

Lindberg. Because of their great appreciation for the music 

ministry at Augustana, the Lindberg family has established 

this scholarship as a way of encouraging young people to stay 

involved in church music.   

Augustana Offers Two Worship Experiences 
 

Drive In Worship 

Throughout the summer, drive in worship will be held in the 

Augustana parking lot at 8:30 and 9:45 am. Please follow the 

guidelines below to ensure that we have a safe and meaning-

ful experience as we gather. 
 

 Ushers will direct cars to parking places upon arrival. 

Cars will be parked in every other spot to ensure a 

safe distance. You may leave your windows down. 

 After worship, ushers will direct cars to exit on Emer-

son Ave. to the east [right]. Please follow their guid-

ance when entering or exiting. 

 If you wish to share your offering at worship, it will be 

collected when you enter or exit the lot rather than 

during worship. Please have your offering ready at 

those times. Online offering remains available. 

 We cannot safely provide bulletins. You can find a digi-

tal bulletin on the Augustana website. Scroll down the 

homepage and select the blue box that says Drive In 

Worship.   

 The church building will remain locked with no access 

for any reason. No bathrooms will be available.  

 Everyone will be required to remain in their cars while 

they are on the Augustana campus. If you walk, bike, 

or use the bus, spaces will be made available for you 

on the lawn. Please follow the direction of the ushers. 

 If you don’t feel well or if you have any symptoms of 

illness, including fever or cough, please stay home for 

the safety of us all. 

 

Online Worship 

We will continue to post a worship service every Sunday by 

8:00 am on the Augustana website and social media. Online 

worship services include meditative 

prelude music, scripture, sermon, 

prayers, and a congregational hymn. 

Past worship videos can be viewed 

at any time on the Augustana Face-

book page or YouTube channel.   

Serve Our Neighbors in Minneapolis  
 

As a board member of Lutheran Social Service (LSS), Pastor 

Aune received this request to help with the homeless crisis 

situation in Minneapolis due to COVID-19. The Powderhorn 

Park Neighborhood Association is organizing efforts to meet 

the immediate physical needs of the 200+ homeless persons 

as well as advocate for long- term change beyond the emer-

gent needs. To learn more about what they are doing visit 

https://www.powderhornsanctuary.org/. There is also a link 

for people to sign up to volunteer and/or provide sup-

plies: https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/9040544adab28abf94-ppsvolunteers. 

Did you know  

that our Sunday  

Online Worship Services 

receive an average of 

745 views per  

Sunday?  

mailto:prayers@augustana.com
https://www.powderhornsanctuary.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040544adab28abf94-ppsvolunteers
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040544adab28abf94-ppsvolunteers


 

 

 Support Groups by Phone or Zoom 

We know this season of uncertainty and isolation can be stressful and un-

settling for many. The Augustana staff is here for you. Please let us know if 

we can support you or a family member at this time. Additionally, there are 

many resources available to help you as you persevere through this time of 

continued social distancing and caution due to COVID-19.  
 

Memory Loss Caregivers Zoom Support Groups NOW available  

through 2nd Half with Lyngblomsten Caregiver Services  

10 AM | 1st Tuesday each month  
 

Family and friends who are caring for someone experiencing Alzheimer’s 

disease or a related dementia are welcome to participate. Facilitators 

are trained through the Alzheimer’s Association and Lyngblomsten. All 

groups are open to caregivers in the community. For those who are not 

comfortable with video conferencing, there is an option to “call in” using 

the telephone.  
 

If you are interested in signing up or participating in a group, please  

contact Jeanne Schuller, MSW Caregiver Services Program Manager  

651.632.5320 or jschuller@lyngblomsten.org. She will email you the 

link to participate. If you have not used Zoom before, she will help guide 

you through how to download the app and get comfortable videocon-

ferencing before the group. 

 

NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) has a number of virtual 

support groups for people of different ages and situations. See their 

website or call for support group times:  

Phone: 651.645.2948 

Toll free: 1.888.NAMI-Helps  (1.888.626.4435) 

https://namimn.org/support/ 
 

More helpful phone numbers if you or someone you know is having a 

mental health crisis:  

 Call the warm line at 651.288.0400 or text “Support” to 85511; 

 Call the crisis team at **CRISIS or call your county’s crisis line.     

Dakota County’s Mental Health Crisis line number is 952.891.7171. 

 Call the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 1.800.273.TALK 

(8255). 

 Crisis Text Line is available for free, 24/7 by texting MN to 741741. 

Apps: There are many apps available for all 

ages to support you in daily disciplines of 

abiding in God’s word and prayer. All of 

these apps are free, with some having the 

option to add features for a small fee. Go to 

the app store on your phone to download. 

Here are a few of our favorites. 

 

First 5 features a short 

teaching based on one   

chapter of the Bible per day.  

 
 

Pray the Word features dai-

ly prayers and prayers for 

specific situations and sea-

sons of the year. 

 
Pray as you go features a 

daily prayer session combin-

ing music, scripture, and 

questions for reflection. 

 
Abide features a daily medi-

tation, and meditations for 

specific topics, as well as 

bedtime stories for all ages. 

 

 

Faith-Filled Yoga Live on Facebook  
 

Join Augustana’s Faith-filled yoga instructor, 

Cristi Hoving for Facebook Live yoga classes.  

Chair yoga: Tuesdays, 3:00-4:00 pm  

Yoga flow: Thursdays, 6:30-7:30 pm 
 

This is a private Facebook group. Use the 

link below to request to join the group and 

Cristi will accept. If you’re not able to join 

for the above times, all classes will be post-

ed for the group after they are done. You 

may access them at your convenience. 

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/2603953756528898/?ref=share.  

https://namimn.org/support/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2603953756528898/?ref=share
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2603953756528898/?ref=share


 

 

I’ll be Happy When…… 
 

As many of you know, on March 22, I was given a five-hour old Nubian goat that 

was abandoned by his mother. “Johnny” would need to be bottle fed for four 

months and gradually learn how to be a goat while adapting to my herd. I was 

determined to enjoy every stage of this process. Unfortunately, it wasn’t long 

before I began thinking, I will be happy when these four-hour feedings are done, 

or life will be better when Johnny isn’t living in my family room. Luckily, I noticed 

this behavioral pattern before it sucked the happiness and fun from my experi-

ence. However, I wondered how much of my life had been lived with the belief 

that I will be happy when…. 
 

Happiness doesn’t occur by acquiring external markers; it comes from enjoying 

the present moment. The Bible reminds us “therefore do not be anxious about 

tomorrow … (Matthew 6:34) and “Remember not the former things, nor consider 

the things of old” (Isaiah 43:18) but states, “This is the day that the Lord has 

made; let us rejoice and be glad in it” (Psalm 118:24). God calls us to live and be 

happy now – even in this moment of protests, riots and a pandemic. 
 

Living in the present can be accomplished by mindfulness. Mindfulness happens 

with a daily practice of contemplative prayer or meditation – this is a process of 

listening to God. It also occurs by mindfully doing daily activities with the expecta-

tion to experience God’s presence in each moment. 
 

Johnny is currently being weaned from his bottle and he has found his place in the 

herd; I have thoroughly enjoyed this experience. However, I just heard we have 

another bear in the neighborhood and I am concerned for Johnny’s safety. I will 

be happy when that bear is gone. Yup, living in the present is a journey not a 

destination.  
 

  Enjoy today! 
 

   Stacy 

   

 

 

 

 

Prepare for worship by Engaging and Re-

flecting on the Sunday preaching texts 

with one of the pastors each Friday as 

part of our daily video postings.  

 

Below are the texts for July.  
 

July 5—5th Sunday After Pentecost 

Proverbs 1:1-7  

Key verse: “The fear of the Lord is the 

beginning of knowledge”   

 

July 12— 6th Sunday After Pentecost 

Jeremiah 1:4-10  

Key verse: “Then the Lord put out his 

hand and touched my mouth; and the 

Lord said to me, ‘Now I have put my 

words in your mouth.’” 

 

July 19—7th Sunday After Pentecost 

Psalm 133  

Key verse: “How very good and pleasant it 

is when kindred live together in unity!” 

 

July 26—8th Sunday After Pentecost 

1 John 3:16-24  

Key verse: “Little children, let us love, not 

in word or speech, but in truth and ac-

tion.” 



 

 

Girl’s Book Club 

Grit and Grace: Heroic Woman of the Bible 

Tuesdays August 4-25, grades 3 and up 

9:30 am-11:30 am  

Cost $10 includes book, snacks, and project 
 

Join Cathy on the labyrinth to read and learn 

about strong woman in the Bible. Bring a blanket, 

chair or pillow to sit/lay on.  
 

Space is limited to 12 girls. Send your daughter’s 

name and payment to the church office, attention 

Cathy Hendrikson by Friday, July 10.  

 

Renew/Nature Camp 

July 19-August 16 
 

This free virtual camp will be offered to all Au-

gustana families and friends. Renew camp will  

run over the course of 5 weeks with an outdoor 

activity to do each week consisting of seed 

planting, geocaching, and rock painting to name a 

few. Each week, camp info will be posted on the 

Sunday beginning the week. Email chendrik-

son@augustana.com to be added to the mailing 

list for this camp.  

 

Bedtime Bible Stories 

Each Sunday at 6:45 pm 
 

Stories will continue throughout the summer on 

Sunday evenings at 6:45 pm on the Augustana 

Facebook page. We’d love to have you tune in.  

 A New Look for VBS 

We had a great week of virtual VBS this week with almost 80 kids joining us 

on Facebook Live as we went on a quest for the King’s Armor. We heard 

stories about The Fiery Furnace, Jesus Walking on Water, David/Goliath, and 

Paul/Silas. We also engaged in crafts, science, music, and drama. Even 

though it wasn’t our “normal” way of doing things, we still had fun!  

 

  

 

 

 

 

As we try to navigate how COVID-19 will affect 

schools for this fall, Augustana Preschool is currently 

enrolling for fall. There are some openings in the 4-5

-year-old (Pre-K) group and there may be additional 

openings as guidance allows in both age groups. If 

you would like additional information I can be 

reached at preschool@augustana.com. Thank you 

for your continued support of the preschool pro-

gram. Celebrate each day.              Teri Collins 

mailto:chendrikson@augustana.com
mailto:chendrikson@augustana.com
mailto:preschool@augustana.com


 

 

Bringing Camp WAPO devotions home!  
 

With students unable to attend Camp WAPO this summer due 

to COVID– 19, we are sharing the devotions they would have 

been talking about and learning while at camp. Take a week to 

do one of these each day at home or spread them out and do 

one a week as a household. You could also use the Intention 

Cards with these words and see how the card adds to your dis-

cussion. Even though we can’t physically be at camp this sum-

mer, we can still learn and grow in our faith. The HopeFull 

theme is based on Romans 15:13, May the God of hope fill you 

with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in 

hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, offers great opportunity 

for reflection and discussion for life today.  
 

HopeFULL—Read: Acts 16:24-26 

Discussion: 

 What gives you hope these days? 

 What are some ways you offer and encourage hope in the 

people you love? 

 Are there some places in your life that you could use some 

help with hope? 
 

JoyFULL—Read: Luke 1:39-54 

Discussion: 

 What can you name as your top three sources of joy these 

days? 

 What’s the difference between joy and happiness? Can 

someone be joyful even if their life is difficult? 

 How do you celebrate joy? What are some ways you share 

your joy with others? 

 Are there some places or people in our life that could use a 

shot or two of pure joy? 
 

PeaceFULL—Read: Mark 4:35-41 

Discussion:  

 Imagine a peaceful day. What’s going on? Who are you 

with? 

 What do you see as the sources of peace in our world? How 

do they work? 

 What are some ways you embody or enact or encourage 

peace in your life?  

 Where (or who) is in need of peace today? How can you 

help offer it?  

FaithFULL—Read: Luke 5:17-26 

Discussion:  

 What does it mean to you to have faith? 

 Who are the people who have prayed for you? Loved you? 

Helped you to have faith in God? 

 What could you tell someone who was worried that their 

prayer for healing or forgiveness or peace wasn't answered?  

 Have you carried anyone’s mat?  
 

PowerFULL—Read: Luke 1:46-55 

Discussion: 

 What is the most powerful thing you’ve ever seen? 

 When has the power been good to you? Has the power ever 

hurt you? 

 What is your most effective power? When do you use it 

most? 

 Who is powerless in the world today?  

 Who do you see using their power for good these days?  
 

HopeFULL—Read: Luke 24:1-11 

Discussion: 

 Who in your life is a messenger of hope? How do they do it? 

 What kind of power does hope come with? How has this 

shown up in your life? 

 When have you been completely surprised by the good 

news? How did you trust it was true? 
 

Closing blessing for each devotions: May the God of hope fill 

you with joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in 

hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  

Book Club 

July 15—August 5, 2020  
 

Augustana youth and friends are invited to join Abby Norlin-

Weaver for a summer book club. We will be reading and dis-

cussing the book Inspired: Slaying Giants, Walking on Water and 

Loving Bible Again by Rachel Held Evans. We will read and dis-

cuss the book over four weeks, breaking it down to two chap-

ters per week. Our discussions will take place online every 

Wednesday. You can find a copy of this book at your local li-

brary or your preferred book store. Email Abby at anorlinweav-

er@augustana.com with questions or to sign up by Monday, 

July 13.  

mailto:anorlinweaver@augustana.com
mailto:anorlinweaver@augustana.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Global warming. The COVID-19 pandemic. The recent death of George Floyd under the knee of 

a local police officer. And almost as tragic, his death being used as an excuse to perpetrate vio-

lence and looting in many cities across our nation and even around the world. How can we find 

any “good” in our world to talk about right now?   
 

Let’s all take a collective breath and consider our daily privileges. These horrible events can serve to remind us of the good in our 

lives that we can so easily take for granted (clean water, available food, our homes and beds, trash collection, healthcare and 

police protection when we need it and the chance to gather safely on Sundays for church). These daily privileges aren’t available 

to many of our neighbors – here in the Twin Cities AND in our partner congregations around the world. Unfortunately, our daily 

“narrative” is different depending on our community. 
 

In Minnesota, the daily privileges with which most of us conduct our lives are very different from the pain and injustice that much 

of the world lives in. While we are able and willing to consider stewardship of our earth, many of our fellow residents on this 

planet don’t have that “luxury”. The multiple injustices that they face – global warming, healthcare crisis, social inequities, food 

scarcity – make it hard for many to just survive on a daily basis. How can they be expected to be stewards of our earth and 

“reduce, reuse, and recycle” when they have to spend their days figuring out how to feed their families and keep them safe from 

violence? 
 

All of this is to say don’t be discouraged. Let us do what we can, where we can. If you can recycle and compost, please do. If you 

can peacefully demonstrate for change in our police systems, please do. If you can wear a mask and limit the number of people 

you come into contact with, please do. If you can donate food, water, or baby supplies to a local drive, please do.   
 

Care of creation looks different for everyone, but if we all do what we CAN, then creation has a chance not only to survive, but to 

THRIVE. As the bible says in Isaiah, God is still here with us.  Let us remember that and do what we can to help.   

Daily Privileges 
 

Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you,       

I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.            — Isaiah 41:10 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/41-10.html

