August 2020

Liturgical Season: Time after Pentecost

How are We Planning for the Fall?
Message from Pastor Aune

Adult

Thank you for your prayers and support of the staff. They are
working really hard at planning and producing all the different
ministry events and resources to help keep you grounded in the
faith and connected to your church community. Your support
and encouragement matter to them.

Three adult educational opportunities will be offered this fall.
Each will be offered as both an in-person group (socially distanced of course), and as a ZOOM group.

Our Faith Community Nurse Joann Arneberg has organized a
task force to begin planning for how and when Augustana
might be able to reopen the building. Let me stress the word
‘might’ as we have no idea when we could reopen the building
and offer indoor worship, education, and fellowship. The health
and safety of our members and staff is our top priority. Our two
weekly drive in worship services as well as our online worship
and daily devotional videos will continue into the fall. God is
good. God is faithful. Stay strong in the faith that has been given to you. Summer blessings and peace.

Full details can be found on the Adult Ministry page of this
newsletter.
Women’s Coffee and Conversation with Stacy
ACTS Catching up with the Spirit with Luther Seminary
Professor, Matt Skinner. Using his new book and video, he
will connect the book of Acts to the challenges of living
faithfully in a complex and changing world.
Dialogues on Race a video series from SPARKHOUSE. We
will share our ideas, listen well, and learn from other
viewpoints.

Children, Youth & Family

Preschool

Fall Kids’ Kingdom
While we don’t know if we will be gathering in the church this
fall, we will have some type of learning going on. Whether it’s
in person, online, or you picking up a bag of supplies and doing
the activities when you have time, we will have something in
place for the children.

As we near the end of the summer, I am working hard to keep
up with the ever-changing COVID-19 guidelines and readying
the preschool for opening. I receive information daily from both
the Department of Human Services and the Department of
Health along with guidance from Minnesota Health Care Consultants for Childcare.

Confirmation Sunday
Sunday, September 27, 2020
While the service will look and feel different than in the past, it
will still be a chance to honor and celebrate the 2020 Confirmands. These students will publicly affirm their faith in front of
family, friends and the Augustana community.

We will be having small class sizes and will be doing additional
cleanings and hand washings. We LOVE to wash our hands in
preschool and it’s a good way to learn the ABC’s! I am very
hopeful for a re-start of school for our youngest learners and
look forward to daily interactions with them. Thank you for
your continued support of Augustana Preschool.
Peace,
Teri Collins

Intern Teleen Saunders
The Spirit of the Church
God is spirit, and those who worship God must worship in spirit and truth. —John 4:24

This was not how it was supposed to go. This year of internship was not anywhere how it was supposed to go. Internships are supposed to be an opportunity to learn how real
pastors go about their real jobs managing a church, planning
worship, and caring for the community in a systematized and
orderly fashion. In twelve months I was to have learned an
efficient pastoral routine to take into my first call. I would
have experienced the whole liturgical year from Christmas to
Easter Sunday and into Pentecost. I was supposed to have a
whole year of hospital visits, Sunday morning handshakes,
and meals of bread and wine around the altar. And at the
conclusion of my internship, I was supposed to give you all
hugs and make ice cream sundaes with you in the fellowship
hall as we celebrated our time together. At least, that’s what
I thought internship was all about. As it turns out, I learned
something much more important instead. I discovered that
ministry has nothing to do with structure and everything to
do with spirit.
No institution has escaped the disruption of Covid-19, including the church. But what started as the devastating loss of
our ability to safely gather together for worship in our sanctuary turned into a new kind of worship and my internship
moved from weekly staff meetings to weekly brainstorming.
How were we going to move forward as a church? And then I
was reminded of my favorite scripture regarding worship:
When Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a colt of a donkey, the people shouted, “Hosanna! ... Some of the
Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples.” Jesus answered, “I tell you, if
these were silent, the very stones would cry out”
Luke 19:39-40
Did I honestly think, even for a moment, that God could be
confined to the words of our liturgy or the walls of our building? Was I honestly afraid that our congregation would drift
away from each other and from our responsibilities in the
community? Was I honestly thinking that my internship
would suddenly come to an end because the routines of the
past nine Augustana interns were suddenly unavailable to
me? I must confess. I had doubts.

And then I heard the unmistakable shout of “Hosanna” as the
Spirit of God emerged stronger than ever and my internship
came roaring back in new ways of worship. I saw how technology became our new tool as we moved from in-person
worship to on-line worship bringing with us the same traditions and rituals that have been available to the church for
the past hundreds of years. We read from scripture,
preached the Word, confessed our faith, sang hymns, and
prayed together as one community of Christ, undeterred
from the obstacles of 2020.
Together, we kept in touch through daily online devotionals,
letters, emails, cards, and phone calls. We extended our food
drive and opened our arms to new communities in need. We
brought back vacation Bible school and bible study. We reconfigured drive-in worship and learned how to Zoom. As
John 4:24 reminds us, “God is Spirit”. The Covid pandemic did
not stop our worship. This pandemic revealed the true nature of God. And the truth is that nothing will stop the Spirit
of Christ from being a church for the world. Our worship
space may change. Our routines may change. But the love of
God continues.
This is what I learned during my time with you, Augustana. I
learned that true ministry happens outside of the building.
It’s in the people because that’s where the Spirit of God is
found. It is this spirit that I bring into my future call. And
nothing, not even a pandemic will interrupt this love that we
share.
I am beyond grateful to Pastors Aune and Torgerson for sharing their time and talents with me this year. I am also grateful
to the rest of the Augustana staff who put up with my questions and suggestions. But most of all, I am grateful to you,
the people of Augustana for sharing the spirit of God with me
so freely. I couldn’t have asked for a better experience.
Your sister in Christ,

Teleen Saunders

Two Worship Experiences at Augustana
Drive In Worship
Throughout the summer, drive in worship will be held in the
Augustana parking lot at 8:30 and 9:45 am. Please follow the
guidelines below to ensure that we have a safe and meaningful experience as we gather.



Ushers will direct cars to parking places upon arrival.
Cars will be parked in every other spot to ensure a
safe distance. You may leave your windows down.



After worship, ushers will direct cars to exit on Emer-

Births:
Joy LidaJean Skarda, daughter of Jeff and Tiffani Skarda,
born on June 7, 2020.
Baptisms
Joy LidaJean Skarda, daughter of Jeff and Tiffani Skarda,
baptized on July 12.
Deaths:

 Gary Drew, father of Dana Johnston, grandfather of
Molly and Jack.

 Patricia Oas.
 Kelly Messerchmidt, brother of Carla Pfeifer.

son Ave. to the east [right]. Please follow their guid-



ance when entering or exiting.

Prayer Requests

If you wish to share your offering at worship, it will be

We know many of you have prayer requests. The Augustana
Prayer Ministry is here to receive your requests. Submit your
confidential prayer request to the Augustana Prayer Ministry
at: prayers@augustana.com.

collected when you enter or exit the lot rather than
during worship. Please have your offering ready at
those times. Online offering remains available.



We cannot safely provide bulletins. You can find a digital bulletin on the Augustana website. Scroll down the
homepage and select the blue box that says Drive In
Worship.



The church building will remain locked with no access
for any reason. No bathrooms will be available.



Everyone will be required to remain in their cars while
they are on the Augustana campus. If you walk, bike,
or use the bus, spaces will be made available for you
on the lawn. Please follow the direction of the ushers.



If you don’t feel well or if you have any symptoms of
illness, including fever or cough, please stay home for
the safety of us all.

Online Worship
We will continue to post a worship service every Sunday by
8:00 am on the Augustana website and social media. Online
worship services include meditative prelude music, scripture,
sermon, prayers, and a congregational hymn. Past worship
videos can be viewed at any time on the Augustana Facebook
page or YouTube channel.

MN Child Waiting
for Adoption
In support of one of
our mission partners,
Lutheran Social Service
(LSS), each month we
will present the photo
and information of a
child currently in MN foster care awaiting adoption. This child
is one of over 900 children awaiting adoption in MN.
Meet Genesis, an empathetic and artistic teen. “Genesis is so
easy to get along with, you fall in love with him right away, “
says his child-specific recruiter, Diana. “He really cares about
other people and their well-being.” He loves spending time
with his church youth group and connecting with peers who
share similar interests and values. He needs a family who is
open and accepting of his identity, he would thrive with or
without a sibling. He’s recently become a mentor for younger
children. “Genesis has so much potential – he just needs to
find that home base to guide him through life’s ups and
downs,” says Diana. For more information, contact Diana
Mena at diana.mena@chlss.org or 651.255.2349. Families
may have to provide certain documentation to receive full
information.

Red Cross Blood Drive at Augustana
Monday, August 31, 1:00-7:00 pm
Registration is required. Safety precautions will be used. Please schedule
online at RedCrossBlood.org and enter: Augustana Lutheran Church or call
1-800-RED-CROSS (1-800-733-2767). Limited openings.

The Gathering

A Prayer for You
Loving Lord, we pray for your love and compassion to abound as we walk through this
challenging season. We ask for wisdom for
those who bear the load of making decisions
with widespread consequences. We pray for
those who are suffering with sickness and all
who are caring for them. We ask for protection for the elderly and vulnerable to not
succumb to the risks of the virus. We pray
for misinformation to be curbed that fear
may take no hold in hearts and minds. As we
exercise the good sense that you in your
mercy provide, may we also approach each
day in faith and peace, trusting in the truth
of your goodness toward us. AMEN

Faith-Filled Yoga Live on Facebook
Join Augustana’s Faith-filled yoga instructor,
Cristi Hoving for Facebook Live yoga classes.
Chair yoga: Tuesdays, 3:00-4:00 pm
Yoga flow: Thursdays, 3:00-4:00 pm
This is a private Facebook group. Request to
join the group using the link below. If you’re
not able to join for the above times, all classes will be posted for the group after they
are done. You may access them at your convenience.
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/2603953756528898/?ref=share.

The respite memory care program that meets at Augustana twice a month,
will not be meeting for the remainder of 2020. During these unusual times,
2nd Half with Lyngblomsten Caregiver Services continues to offer support in
a variety of ways to caregivers. To stay up to date and informed about 2nd
Half with Lyngblomsten Caregiver Services, visit their website at
www.lyngblomsten.org/COVID19Caregivers.

Befrienders Ministry
The Befrienders are planning to meet (a remote option will be available) in
September. Please watch for more details.

How to Wear a Mask

Hopefully you are finding ways to enjoy this unique summer. It has been bit of a
struggle for me as I deal with a slow healing ankle sprain, the aftermath of a storm
that dumped 14 inches of rain washing out roads and flooding barns plus tornadolike winds, toppling trees and rearranging my deck – not to mention the frustration
of COVID and societal tension. However, God is good; our buildings are standing, my
family is healthy (including the critters) and I am learning new ways of coping.
As you can probably tell I function best with consistency; I like knowing what to expect so that I can plan accordingly. Unfortunately, we will continue to have an uncertain and an atypical fall. This hasn’t prevented me from planning Augustana opportunities, but the events are different from “normal”, and we may need to be flexible.
I will facilitate three distinctive educational opportunities. At this time, each opportunity will be offered as a socially distanced, in-person group and as a ZOOM group.
Full details and sign-up for each event will become available at a later date.
Following are your opportunities:
Women’s Coffee and Conversation will continue but with no coffee or food at this
time. The purpose of this group is to grow in our faith through a variety of topics and
educational experiences.
ACTS Catching up with the Spirit
Seminary Professor Matt Skinner has done a wonderful job in his new book and video on connecting the book of Acts to our challenges of living faithfully in a complex
and changing world. His sessions include:
What God Has Done
What God Does
Discernment and Change
Opposition
Saints around the Edges
This Changes Everything
Reading the book is not necessary for attending these sessions.
Dialogues on Race by SPARKHOUSE
In a time when so many conversations end in conflict, we will have an opportunity to
share our ideas, listen well, learn from other viewpoints, and bring hope and healing
out of the church into the world. This video series by different presenters includes
the history and social construct of race, the Bible and race in America, Black culture,
Native American stories, gender and the nature of oppression, and the problem with
racial reconciliation. The goal of this opportunity is to explore many nuances of racism and give participants a chance to learn about a topic that impacts our society.
I am also studying how to produce some “Reflections from the Farm” videos …… this
learning curve is quite steep! Enjoy the rest of your summer,

Stacy

Prepare for worship by Engaging and
Reflecting on the Sunday preaching texts
with one of the pastors each Friday as
part of our daily video postings.
Below are the texts for August.
August 2 – 9th Sunday After Pentecost
Reading: Joshua 1:1-9
Key verse: “I hereby command you: Be
strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God
is with you wherever you go.”
August 9 – 10th Sunday After Pentecost
Reading: Acts 16:6-10
Key verse: “When he had seen the vision,
we immediately tried to cross over to
Macedonia, being convinced that God had
called us to proclaim the good news to
them.”
August 16 – 11th Sunday After Pentecost
Reading: Deuteronomy 6:1-9
Key verse: “Hear therefore, O Israel, and
observe them diligently, so that it may go
well with you.”
August 23 – 12th Sunday After Pentecost
Reading: 2 Corinthians 9:6-15
Key verse: “He who supplies seed to the
sower and bread for food will supply and
multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness.”
August 30 – 13th Sunday After Pentecost
Reading: Acts 8:26-38
Key verse: “Then the Spirit said to Philip,
‘Go over to this chariot and join it.’”

Fall Kids’ Kingdom

Drive In Movies!

Although we don’t know what the fall will look
like when it comes to gathering in the church,
please know that we will have some type of learning going on. Whether it’s in person, online, or
you picking up a bag of supplies and doing the
activities when you have time, we will have something in place for the children. Please watch for
more information to come on the church website,
Facebook and in the mail.

(Weather Permitting)
Every Friday night, July 31—August 28,
starting at 8:30 pm
We will show a movie in the church
parking lot. We will be social distanced with parking and no one will be allowed on the playground or in the building. Attendees will be able to sit
either in their cars or bring chairs and sit in front of their cars. Bring your
own chairs, blankets and snacks. The movie will be streamed through your
radio, just like we do drive in worship. All are welcome!

Movies and Dates
Renew/Nature Camp
July 19-August 16
This free virtual camp is being offered to all Augustana families and friends. Renew camp will
run over the course of 5 weeks with an outdoor
activity to do each week consisting of seed
planting, geocaching, and rock painting to name a
few. Each Sunday starting July 19, a new video
will be posted with the bible story of the week, an
activity for you to do, and a short discussion
about the theme for the week. We hope you take
the opportunity to get outside and enjoy some of
the Renew activities. Email chendrikson@augustana.com to be added to the mailing
list for this camp.

Bedtime Bible Stories
Each Sunday at 6:45 pm
Stories will continue throughout the summer on
Sunday evenings at 6:45 pm on the Augustana
Facebook page. We’d love to have you tune in.

July 31—Moana
August 7—The Sandlot
August 14—Coco
August 21—Elf
August 28—Cars:Grand Prix

Girl’s Book Club
Grit and Grace: Heroic Woman of the Bible
Tuesdays August 4-25, grades 3 and up
9:30 am-11:30 am
Cost $10 includes book, snacks, and project
Join Cathy on the labyrinth to read and learn
about strong woman in the Bible. Bring a blanket, chair or pillow to sit/lay on.
Space is limited to 12 girls. If your daughter
is planning on joining us, please let Cathy know
so a book can be ordered. Payment can be made
on the first day.

Augustana Trivia Night Via Zoom
Saturday, August 15 at 7:00pm
Join Cathy and Katie Hendrikson for an evening of trivia. Enter as a single,
a family or get your friends together to form a team. Trivia questions will
be a variety of subjects from Disney to sports and there might even be a
few questions thrown in there about Augustana. To get the link for the
Zoom session, email Cathy at chendrikson@augustana.com. Yes, there will
be prizes for the winners!

Looking to Fall
How can Fall be just around the corner? Nothing about this summer has looked
or felt the same. The ever-evolving information and expectations around COVID19 has continued to disrupt normal routines and force an ongoing shift in what
daily life looks like.
These shifts and unknowns are impacting our plans for fall programming. Plans
for new approaches to Confirmation, Youth Forum, and other opportunities for
being church together are underway. Keeping everyone safe and healthy is important to us. In the coming weeks keep an eye on your mail, email, newsletters,
and our Augustana daily videos for information on what to expect in September.

Confirmation Sunday
& Saturday Rehearsal
While the Confirmation Service will look
a little different this year, the 2020
Confirmands will affirm their faith on
Sunday, September 27. Students will
participate in pictures and rehearsal on
Saturday, September 26. More information
about these dates will sent to families
of the Confirmands.

Healthy Faith Habits to Practice Throughout Confirmation
One of the goals of confirmation is to help students learn what it means to live out the faith beliefs about which they are
learning. Living out these faith beliefs and turning them into healthy faith habits requires practice. Some of the ways confirmation students can practice these habits includes participating in worship services, serving our neighbors, and life-long
learning to allow their faith to shape and guide who they are and how they show up in the world each day.
The following four categories are designed to help students develop these habits so that at the end of confirmation, practicing them and living them out is simply part of what they do. During the service of Confirmation every September, students
affirm their faith. They affirm their intent to continue these habits as part of their identity. These four Habits of Faith will be
part of the confirmation program this year. Families registering for the 2020-2021 confirmation year will be receiving more
information in the weeks ahead. I encourage you to take a few minutes to get familiar with these habits.

Worship

Act

Part of being in a faith community includes worshiping
together—a time to gather to hear the word of God, celebrate God, reflect on what God is up in our lives, and
proclaim a shared belief. With this shared belief we pass
on the stories, history, and lessons of our faith to the
next generation.

Our Christian faith teaches us we are to care for our
neighbors and all of creation. It calls us do something for our community and world outside of our
families. This faith habit requires that you actively
serve your neighbor.

Learn & Grow

Where Faith Meets Life

Ongoing learning helps us better understand our own
faith and beliefs. We stay active in our faith by continuing to be curious. Ask questions. Explore what others
have to say. Learn what has happened in the past. When
we connect our life experiences with what we learn, we
grow in our faith.

This category replaces the year-end projects. Work
for this category will be turned in twice a year (think
of it as once a semester). In a format of their choosing, students will show how the topic we are learning about in confirmation is part of their everyday
life, reflecting where faith & life connect for them.

Abide with Me: Podcast Series on Death & Dying
By Intern Teleen Saunders
Abide with Me” was inspired from the Christian hymn of the same name. Henry
Francis Lyte wrote this text in the late summer of 1847 and died in November of
that same year. The text is from the Gospel of Luke 24:29, in which the two
travelers to Emmaus ask Jesus to "stay with us, for it is nearly evening." In the
hymn, “evening” is a metaphor for the end of life. The Christian perspective offers
comfort and hope as God walks with us through all of life’s transitions. Augustana
offers pre-planning for funerals, advanced care directives, and resources for grief.
If you need any assistance, please contact the church office.

This Podcast is a series in three parts:
Part One: Jeanne McGill, owner of Midwest Funeral Pre-Planning Consultants leads us through the many
options for planning a dignified and meaningful funeral.
Part Two: Margaret Barrett, attorney and owner of Safe Harbor Estate Law discusses the legal side of
financial planning, wills, and trusts.
Part Three: Jim Heymans, the lead social worker from Ecumen Hospice talks about different levels of care
with the onset of advanced age or illness.
CLICK HERE FOR INSTANT ACCESS TO ALL THREE EPISODES
The entire series, “Abide with Me” will also be available
for download wherever you find your podcasts.

