
 

 

  

  September 2020                                             Liturgical Season: Time after Pentecost 

We began with “A Life in Balance,” understand-

ing that we honor God by living a healthy and 

balanced life—a life filled with joy, love, and a 

strong connection with God. 

 
 
We explored “The Journey of a Lifetime,” and 

the unique path that God has set forth for each 

one us. While the path may not always be clear, 

we know God walks with us every step of the 

way. 

 

 
We introduced “Where Faith Meets Life,”  

discovering the many ways that faith guides  

the way we live, love, parent, and lead.  

 

 
We challenged you to “Dare to be Different”— to 

think differently about the messages and expec-

tations that define our culture and influence our 

behaviors. 

 

 
We invited you into “Intention Conversation & 

Action” — all meant to center you in your core 

values and guide how you live and show up in 

the world.  

 
 
We explored how a strong faith foundation al-

lows us to be resilient in the face of uncertainty. 

And we certainly needed those tools of trust, 

hope, and resiliency as we experienced a world-

wide pandemic and civil and social unrest.  

 

2020-21 Congregational Theme S even years ago we introduced an annual congrega-

tional theme as a way for you to weave faith throughout 

your daily life. Each year the staff focuses on ways to be a 

Christian in today’s world through education, preaching, pro-

gramming, and resources. Let’s look at how all of our themes 

work together and get a preview of where we are going this 

This year we will combine our learnings from previous years 

and explore The Ripple Effect of Faith.   
 

Our theme verse from 1 Peter reminds us that like Jesus, 

we too are living stones. As living stones, each of us has the 

capacity to change the world in small ways for better or 

worse. Our thoughts, intentions, and actions have a far-

reaching ripple effect on everyone around us, both now 

and into the future. What positive ripple effects could be 

created if everything you thought, said, and did were cen-

tered in the faith values and beliefs below?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This year we will challenge your thoughts and actions 

through preaching, programming, and our daily video se-

ries. We will encourage you to be a living stone and create 

a positive ripple effect.  
 

This begins with asking the question . . . 
 

       If you believe it, are you living it? 

2014 

The Lord Jesus is the living stone. You also  
are like living stones . . . 1 peter 2:4a,5a ERV 

2015 

2016 

2017 

2018 

2019 



 

 

Pastor Aune 

As we enter the sixth month of the pandemic, I can’t help but 

think about the timeliness of our congregational theme from last 

year, Expect the Unexpected. We talked a lot about trusting God 

in the midst of chaos, embracing change and uncertainty, choos-

ing hope over fear, anticipating God’s goodness, living with ex-

pectancy rather than expectation, and rising with resiliency from 

life’s setbacks. It is this last one that continues to encourage me. 

Every day I witness the resiliency which comes out of faith.  

 

It is easy to only focus on the challenges, the heartbreak, and 

the great uncertainty we are all living under. Yet we rise with 

resiliency and hope abounds. It is all around us. I see it in your 

smiles and the words of encouragement and thanks extended to 

the staff for their hard and good work. I witness it in your desire 

to help, be generous, and to care for our neighbor in need. I 

sense it in your desire to address the racial issues that have long 

plagued our country and communities. You want to learn, 

change, and make this country a more just and perfect union. 

That fills me with hope. 

 

I am reminded of the Apostle Paul’s words of encouragement in 

Romans 5:3-5 where he writes; And not only that, but we also 

boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endur-

ance, and endurance produces character, and character produc-

es hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love 

has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has 

been given to us. God’s love in us and working through us is the 

basis for our hope and we will keep standing in that promise. 

 

The Ripple Effect of Faith is our theme for 2020-21. You can learn 

more about it on the cover of this newsletter. I look forward to 

learning and growing with you this year as we discover ways that 

our words and actions can create a positive ripple effect.  

 

While we keep trying to plan for the fall activities and schedule, 

the reality is that it will not be business as normal. We will con-

tinue to worship in the parking lot in September. We have a 

COVID-19 task force meeting and planning about how we can 

safely open and do ministry, but we know any plans we make 

can change quickly. Please be sure and read the whole news-

letter so you are aware of what is happening. 

We will be blessed to welcome another intern to Augustana. His 

name is Michael Poeschl and you can read about him on page 8 

of the newsletter. Please keep Michael in your prayers as he 

begins his internship under challenging circumstances.  

 

We will also welcome a new interim associate pastor. Her name 

is Deb Kielsmeier. Deb is a Presbyterian pastor. She is retired 

from full time ministry and has been doing interim ministry for 

several years and has served in ELCA congregations. She came to 

us highly recommended by our Bishop Lull. The personnel com-

mittee interviewed her in July and we enthusiastically agreed 

she would be a great fit here. Deb will share in preaching, teach-

ing, leading worship, pastoral care as well as helping support the 

overall ministry at Augustana. 

 

Some of you have asked about live-streaming worship services. 

At this time, we do not have the equipment or the staff support 

to offer a live stream worship service. What we will continue to 

do is provide an online worship service each week as we have 

been doing as well as two services in the parking lot. In addition 

to online worship we will continue to offer the varied teaching, 

inspirational, and outreach videos that are available to you at 

augustana.com or on our social media pages.  

 

This is all very hard on everyone and your staff struggles with 

how best to serve you and be the church in these uncharted 

waters. It feels to me that in some ways, Jesus is inviting us to 

get out of the boat and walk on the water with him. Just like he 

invited Peter to do so on the Sea of Galilee. It takes a lot of faith 

to do that and it means we must set aside our fear. But when 

Jesus extends his hand and says, come walk on the water with 

me, how can we say no. We trust him. We get out of the boat. 

Our feet may get wet. But the church belongs to Him and we 

know He will lead us to where it is He wants us to go. I believe 

this to be true. And it gives me hope. 

 

Grace and peace,  



 

 

MN Child Waiting for Adoption 
 

In support of one of our mission 

partners, Lutheran Social Service 

(LSS), each month we will present 

the photo and information of a 

child currently in MN foster care 

awaiting adoption. This child is 

one of over 900 children awaiting 

adoption in MN. 
 

Wit | Empathy | Kindness | Self-Sufficiency  

Landon recently turned 14. He enjoys hunting, fishing and 

outdoor activities. Landon would love to be able to learn more 

about horses someday and likes pets of all kinds. He’s de-

scribed as kind, empathetic, funny and self-sufficient. He helps 

others when needed and is reportedly a fun kid to be around. 

He’d like to be able to maintain relationships with loved ones 

and states that he considers church an important part of his 

life. Landon needs a family who provides supervision and 

structure and who will actively participate with his education.  
 

For additional information about Landon and the foster care 

adoption process, please contact Children’s Home & LSS 

| chlss.org |welcome@chlss.org | 651.646.7771. 

Intern Teleen’s Farewell 
 

August 23 was Intern Teleen’s last day at Augustana. If you 

missed the farewell celebration at drive in worship, you are 

welcome to send a card to the church office and we will for-

ward those on to Teleen. 

Deaths: 

 Renie Lawrence, mother of Tricia Lawrence, grand-

mother of Becca, Noah, Ariel, and Sarah Cordes. 

 Ray Brooks, husband of Ruth Brooks, father of Nancy 

and Thomas Brooks, grandfather to Katie-Lynn Brooks. 

 Glenn Peterson, father of Bonnie Rolig, grandfather of 

Brian, Karen, and Eric.  

Two Worship Experiences at Augustana 
 

Drive In Worship Continues Through September 

Drive in worship will continue throughout September in the 

Augustana parking lot at 8:30 and 9:45 am. Please follow the 

guidelines below to ensure that we have a safe and meaning-

ful experience as we gather. 
 

 Ushers will direct cars to parking places upon arrival. 

Cars will be parked in every other spot to ensure a 

safe distance. You may leave your windows down. 

 After worship, ushers will direct cars to exit on Emer-

son Ave. to the east [right]. Please follow their guid-

ance when entering or exiting. 

 If you wish to share your offering at worship, it will be 

collected when you enter or exit the lot rather than 

during worship. Please have your offering ready at 

those times. Online offering remains available. 

 We cannot safely provide bulletins. You can find a digi-

tal bulletin on the Augustana website. Scroll down the 

homepage and select the blue box that says Drive In 

Worship.   

 The church building will remain locked with no access 

for any reason. No bathrooms will be available.  

 Everyone will be required to remain in their cars while 

they are on the Augustana campus. If you walk, bike, 

or use the bus, spaces will be made available for you 

on the lawn. Please follow the direction of the ushers. 

 If you don’t feel well or if you have any symptoms of 

illness, including fever or cough, please stay home for 

the safety of us all. 

 

Online Worship 

We will continue to post a worship service every Sunday by 

8:00 am on the Augustana website (select New Ways to Gath-

er) and social media. Online worship services include medita-

tive prelude music, scripture, sermon, prayers, and a congre-

gational hymn. Past worship videos can be viewed at any time 

on the Augustana Facebook page or YouTube channel.   

Check out our daily videos at augustana.com,  

select New Ways to Gather  from the menu bar  

or visit Augustana social media pages.  

http://chlss.org
mailto:welcome@chlss.org


 

 

Flu Shots 

Tuesday, September 15 from 12:30 to 2:00 pm 

Augustana will be hosting a small flu shot clinic. Please sign up in advance as 

we will be managing the flow of people into the church and clinic area to 

maintain social distancing. Reserve your spot by calling Joann Arneberg, Faith 

Community Nurse at 651.815.9556. There will be a limited number of high 

dose vaccines available for those 65 years of age and older. Insurance infor-

mation and masks are required.  

 

 

Befrienders 

Please watch your email for upcoming plans for the Be-

friender’s monthly meetings for training and education. In 

the meantime, please continue to reach out to your 

friends with phone calls, cards, texts, etc.  
 

A Befriender Benediction:  “As you go on your way may 

Christ go with you; Before you to show the way; Behind 

you to encourage you; Beside you to Befriend you; Beneath you to support 

you; Above you to watch over you and bless you; And may God go within you, 

always to give you peace.”   

 

 

2nd Half with Lyngblomsten  

Programming will resume this fall. All opportunities will be held virtually.  

Register early at www.lyngblomsten.org/2ndHalfRegister.  

 

September Opportunities at a Glance 
 

 9/1: Can We Talk? (discussion group begins) 

 9/9 and 9/10: Learn How to Use Zoom 

 9/17: Books-Cheese-Wine with Author Ron Rabinovitz 

 9/21: Giving Care to YOU! Caregiver Educational Series (series be-

gins) 

 9/24: Armchair Traveler—Travel Down Under to Australia  

        & New Zealand 

 Caregiver Services 

 Memory Loss Caregiver Support Groups 

 

 

COVID-19 Task Force update 

Seven Augustana staff and members have been 

meeting to discuss possible plans to reopen the 

church building to activities and services follow-

ing the COVID-19 shutdown. Drive-in services 

will continue into October. Specific plans for 

reopening in October are still in discussion and 

depend on the progression of the virus in Dako-

ta County and guidance from the county health 

department and Minnesota Department of 

Health.  

 

Breath Prayer  

In this Uncertain Season  

Based on Lamentations 3:22-24 
 

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his 

mercies never come to an end; they are new 

every morning; great is your faithfulness. “The 

Lord is my portion,” says my  soul, “therefore I 

will hope in him.”        

 

Breathe In: Your love never ceases. 

Breathe Out: Your mercy never ends. 

http://www.lyngblomsten.org/2ndHalfRegister


 

 

This fall, Stacy will facilitate three distinctive educational opportunities. Each opportunity will be offered as a socially distanced, in

-person group (masks required) and as a ZOOM group. The timing of ZOOM groups will depend on the availability of the partici-

pants. No food, beverages, paper/handouts, or pencils will be available. 
 

Registration is required for each group – participation is limited so sign up early! How to register: 

 Email or call Stacy: secardwell@augustana.com, 612-865-5202 (leave a message) 

 Give your full name 

 Indicate what groups you are signing up for stating if they are in-person or Zoom 

 If signing up for a Zoom group indicate your preference of afternoon or evening 

 I will contact you the week prior to the class by either email or phone 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Women’s Coffee and Conversation 

The purpose of this group is to grow in our faith through 

a variety of topics and educational experiences. 

 In-person Monday’s 10:00 – 11:00 am 

         September 28 – November 30 

 Zoom group – please indicate your preference 

of afternoons or evenings 

 

 

 

ACTS Catching up with the Spirit   

Book/DVD study (6 sessions)  
 

Seminary Professor, Matt Skinner has done a 

wonderful job in his new book and video on 

connecting the book of Acts to our challenges of 

living faithfully in a complex and changing world. 

 In person Sunday’s 9:45 – 10:45 am 

        October 4 - November 8 

 Zoom group – please indicate your prefer-

ence of afternoons or evenings 
 

Reading the book is not necessary for attending these 

sessions. However, if you are interested in reading the 

book you can get it on Kindle or in paperback from Ama-

zon. 

Dialogues on Race by Spark House 

DVD study (7 sessions)  

In a time when so many conversations end in 

conflict, we will have an opportunity to share 

our ideas, listen well, learn from other view-

points, and bring hope and healing out of the 

church into the world.  
 

This video series by different presenters in-

cludes the history and social construct of race, the Bible 

and race in America, Black culture, Native American sto-

ries, gender and the nature of oppression, and the prob-

lem with racial reconciliation. The goal of this opportuni-

ty is to explore many nuances of racism and give partici-

pants a chance to learn about a topic that impacts our 

society. 
 

 In person Wednesdays 10:00 – 11:00 am 

         October 6 – November 17 

 Zoom group – please indicate your preference 

of afternoons or evenings 

mailto:secardwell@augustana.com


 

 

Kids’ Kingdom Outdoors! 

Kids’ Kingdom begins Sunday, September 13th outside dur-

ing the 9:45 am drive-in worship service. Kids’ Kingdom will 

be for children age 4yrs-6th grade.  
 

We will teach a short Bible story and have an activity to do 

that goes with the story. Please drop your children off, with a 

mask, at the east doors when you arrive for worship. When 

worship is done, for everyone’s safety, we ask that you walk 

over to the east entrance to pick up your child once cars 

have left the parking lot. This also gives us a few extra 

minutes with your child to finish the Bible lesson.  

 

Kids’ Kingdom Take Home Bags 

We will be putting together take-home bags for families who 

don’t feel comfortable bringing their child to Kids’ Kingdom 

outdoors and for those who may want extra Bible lessons to 

do at home as time allows. If you would like a take-home 

bag, please email Cathy at chendrikson@augustana.com and 

we will make sure there is one ready for you to pick up. Bags 

will be available for pick up on Sunday, September 13th after 

the 8:30 & 9:45 am services by the east entrance.  

 

September Drive In Movie Schedule 

Friday nights during September at 8:45 pm 

Join us in the parking lot for some socially-distanced movie 

fun! Once you arrive and are parked in the lot, tune into 90.1 

FM. Bring your own snacks. The following movies will be 

shown:  
 

September 4 -Coco 

September 11 -Matilda (SPAS Food Drive Event) 

September 18 -National Treasure 

September 25 -Frozen 
 

Just a note, Augustana has a license to show movies inside 

and outside of the church. 

September Prayer Challenge for Back to School 

During the month of September, we challenge you to join the 

Children’s Ministry staff by praying each day for students, 

teachers, support staff, and parents as they navigate the un-

known of going back to school. Each day in September, we 

will post a prayer or topic on the Augustana Kids’ Kingdom 

and the Augustana Lutheran 

Church Facebook pages for 

you to pray. A copy of the 

full prayer calendar will also 

be available on the church 

website under Grow & Con-

nect then under Children’s 

Ministry. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Back to School Blessing Kits 

Wednesday, September 9, 6:00-7:00 pm  
 

Are you a teacher, support staff, or a student going back to 

school at home or in the building? Stop at Augustana on 

Wednesday, September 9, between 6:00-7:00 pm for an ice 

cream treat and to pick up a student or teacher blessing kit 

from the Children’s Ministry staff. Kits include hand  

sanitizer, Kleenex, treats, coffee/tea (teachers/staff kit) 

and other things to get you through the first couple weeks of 

school. We hope to see all of you there! 

 

 

Girl’s Gem Club 

Wednesdays starting September 2, 9:00 am-12:00 pm 

Cost is $20 for the month for supplies 
 

Join Cathy on Wednesdays for a morning of crafts, Bible fun, 

and other activities for girls in grades 2-6. Because of social 

distancing, we will limit the number of girls to 12. If you are 

interested in having your daughter attend, please email 

Cathy at chendrikson@augustana.com to reserve your spot.  

 

mailto:chendrikson@augustana.com
mailto:chendrikson@augustana.com


 

 

Mark Your Calendar & Join Us in September  
 

Where Faith Meets Family Events  

Wednesdays, September 16 & 23 at 5:00 pm 

Augustana East Parking Lot  
 

Join us for food, fellowship, and community service! Each  

Wednesday will include:  

 A food truck for you to purchase dinner  

 A hands-on service project supporting a local     

organization 
 

No need to register. We look forward to seeing everyone, 

sharing a meal together, and lending a helping hand to our 

neighbors. 

  

Confirmation Rehearsal & Pictures 

Saturday, September 26 
 

For all 10th graders getting confirmed, there will be a 

walkthrough of the outdoor Sunday Confirmation worship 

service as well as Individual pictures on Saturday morning. 

Details with timing for each student will be communicated 

to families.  

 

Confirmation Sunday 

Sunday, September 27 at 11:00 am  
 

The 2020 confirmation class will affirm their baptisms in 

worship during an 11:00 am Drive-In service.   

 

Confirmation Ice Cream Social  

Wednesday, September 30  

5:00 pm, Augustana East Parking Lot 
 

As we work to embrace the uncomforta-

ble & unusual reality of daily life, we will 

kick off the 2020-21 Confirmation year 

with an ice cream social in the parking 

lot. Families are invited to attend this 

event with their confirmation student. No need to register.  

2020-21 Confirmation Programming  

 

How have we already reached September? When did spring 

happen and where did summer go? I don’t know about you, 

but I find it challenging to embrace the seasons the way I 

normally would and this causes me to lose track of time.   

 

All this is to say, it feels strange to be planning for a new pro-

gram year. It is hard to make plans with everything around us 

changing so rapidly. However, planning is underway to the 

best of our ability.  

 

In an effort to keep participants as safe as possible while try-

ing to combine some socialization with faith development, 

we are going to try a hybrid model for confirmation this year. 

 

This means students will take turns meeting at church for in-

person time along with learning at home. As with everything, 

this is new for us. It will require patience, flexibility, and 

grace for each of us.  

 

Details of all this will be communicated in the coming weeks 

to confirmation families, but here are some bullet points to 

highlight for now.  
 

 Kick-off will be Wednesday, September 30 (see other 

column for details)  

 Starting the week of October 4 confirmation students 

and families will receive an electronic weekly update. 

This will include the topic of the week, discussion ques-

tions, a challenge of the week, a video introduction, and 

announcements.  

 The in-person sessions will be divided into groups and 

meet on a three week rotation 

 If a student is unable to participate in the in-person ses-

sions there will be an online/at home only option.  
 

We look forward to seeing you at our Where Faith Meets 

Family events and our ice cream social!  



 

 

Hello Augustana! My name is Michael Joseph Poeschl and I am excited to begin as your pas-

toral intern for the next year. I have three courses left after internship and plan to graduate 

at the end of 2021. I am looking forward to learning from all of you and am blessed to be a 

part of Augustana’s pastor, staff, and congregation.   

 

I am a lifelong Minnesotan, born in Minneapolis, raised in Roseville, and living in the Como Park neighborhood for the 

past 24 years. I graduated from St. Olaf College and earned my first M.A. in Systematic Theology from Luther Seminary. 

My first career was in our family printing business. My second career began by earning my Elementary Education Licen-

sure from Augsburg College and then teaching for four years in the classroom and seven years in other teaching roles. 

After 26 years I returned to Luther Seminary for my M.Div. in the Fall of 2017 and have been a full-time student since. I 

am currently the Fire Marshal for the City of Falcon Heights and have been a volunteer fire fighter with them for the 

past 19 years.   

 

I will celebrate 24 years of marriage to my wife Misty, who is an artist. We are blessed with three children; Jackson 22, 

Abigail 20, and Siri 17. Jackson and Abby are both at the U of M and Siri will be a Senior at Roseville Area High School. I 

enjoy time with my family, reading, and spending time outdoors, gardening, canoeing, skiing.   

 

Even with my experience in business, education, and public safety, this is a new experience for me. I am looking forward 

to learning about liturgy, music, counseling, and leadership; especially as we minister to each other in this time of social 

distance. I am especially looking forward to meeting all of you at Augustana. Please feel welcome to visit my office and 

share about yourself. I pray that we will grow our faith together walking in the love of God, as we share the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ. May God bless us all. 

  

Favorite Bible Verse and Why: Romans 8: 38-39, “For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor princi-

palities, nor present things, nor future things, nor power, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature will be able to 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus or Lord.” 

Why: The power of God’s love is the bond that holds us all together. Realizing that love through Christ Jesus joins us 

all to love one another. 

 

When I’m not at Augustana, you will find me . . . enjoying quiet time in the outdoors experiencing God’s beautiful 

creation. Walking through Como Park early in the morning sets my tone and outlook for the day. I like to read and listen 

to music. I value spending time with my family and sharing their ideas and goals. Planning outdoor adventures and 

reading canoe maps keeps me in touch with nature. In the winter I try to go Nordic skiing every day. In the summer I 

like to explore the neighborhood on walks and taking bike rides. I like to talk with people about their various interests 

and learning new things from them.    

    

One more thing I’d like you to know . . . I have been a skier since as long as I can remember. I have completed 12 Kor-

teloppet’s and 17 Birkebeiner cross-country ski races. Before there was an age requirement, I skied my first Korteloppet 

at the age of 9. I own 28 pair of skis, both alpine and Nordic, and I am still looking for the perfect wax for my skis. 

 

   Michael Poeschl   

Get To Know Our New Intern, Michael Poeschl 



 

 

St Paul Area Synod (SPAS) Food Drive Challenge 

with Newport Lutheran Church 

Bishop Patricia Lull has challenged all SPAS churches to do-

nate $50,000 together to area food shelves. Newport Luther-

an Church and Pastor Sue Gravelle have challenged Augusta-

na to a Food Drive challenge. On Friday, September 11th, 

both churches will come together at Augustana for a joint 

drive-in movie, Matilda. The movie will start at 8:45pm along 

with a couple food trucks (food truck info not available at 

time of newsletter printing, watch for more details). We will 

collect food donations and money that will go to Neighbor’s 

Inc for Augustana and Friends in Need for Newport Lutheran. 

Newport Lutheran members are excited about this chal-

lenge! Let’s join them and see who can collect the most for 

their local food shelf (based on membership) See you there!  

 

Feed My Starving Children (FMSC) 

FMSC is open and ready for you to come volunteer! However 

volunteering will look a little different when you go. Groups 

are limited to five people per group. When you arrive, you 

will have your temperature taken, go through a verbal symp-

tom screening, and you must bring and wear your own mask. 

The minimum age for volunteering is now 10 yrs old until 

further notice. Finally, you must have a reservation to volun-

teer, no walk in will be accepted.  

 

Loaves and Fishes of MN 

Loaves & Fishes is still serving meals, even though their build-

ings are closed for sit down eating? At our site, St Matthew’s, 

small groups of volunteers have been working each day 

cooking and packing meals to be given out to those in need. 

If you would like to be a part of these small groups at St 

Matthew’s or at the Inver Grove Heights site (River Heights 

Vineyard Church, 6070 Cahill Ave E.), go to loavesand-

fishesmn.org to sign-up. Volunteers are needed at both sites.  

Neighbor’s Inc  

Neighbor’s Inc Clothes Closet is open for shopping on Tues-

days and Thursdays, 10:00am-3:00pm. Donations for the 

Clothes Closet can be dropped off on Mondays and Fridays 

9:00am-Noon and Wednesdays 1:00-4:00pm. For volunteer 

opportunities in the Clothes Closet or in the Food Shelf, visit  

neighborsmn.org, click on the COVID-19 Updates.  
 

If you have an abundance of produce from your garden,  

Neighbor’s would gladly accept it for their fresh food and pro-

duce shelf. They are also running low on Chicken Noodle 

Soup, Rice, Instant Potatoes, Stuffing, or other starches. 
 

They are also in the need of disposable masks and infrared 

thermometers.  

 

The Open Door Pantry 

This new non-profit  is located in Eagan. Volunteer opportuni-

ties each week include working in their five different food 

shelves, helping at local neighborhood food distribution and 

pop up produce sites, or being a food rescue driver and pick-

ing up food from local grocery stores and restaurants that are 

not sellable anymore but are still good to donate. Go to theo-

pendoorpantry.org and click on the “Get Involved” tab to find 

your next volunteer opportunity. 

 

Lutheran Social Service (LSS) of Minnesota  

Volunteers are always needed at a variety of their locations. 

One need right now is masks for their residents and volun-

teers. If you are able to make masks or already have masks 

available to donate, LSS would love to take them off your 

hands. LSS has made donating goods to any of their sites very 

easy. Just go to myregistery.com, then find a registry type in 

any of the LSS sites: Rezek House, LifeHaven, SafeHouse, or 

StreetWorks to see their current needs.  

Lutheran Social Service (LSS) of Minnesota invites you to join them for 2020 CELEBRATION FOR CHANGING LIVES virtual 

gala. Now, more than ever, we must come together to respond to the most urgent needs of our neighbors. Join LSS online:   
 

Saturday, September 19  

6:45 pm Virtual Reception, 7:30 pm Livestream 
 

This virtual gala will take place online so that guests may safely participate from home during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Please RSVP at LSSMN.ORG/FORSUCHATIME to join them. 



 

 

Recycling Right is More Important than Ever 

With more people staying at home, recycling facilities see more paper, cardboard, metal cans, and plastic containers 

coming in. However, items that should be thrown in the trash are also showing up in the recycling. These include items 

like masks, gloves, and nonrecyclable packaging. Now more than ever, we need to recycle the right items. 

 

Recycling facilities have fewer staff on site to pull out nonrecyclable items, which impacts the overall quality and market 

value of recyclables. Remember what should go in your recycling cart: 
 

1. Recycle paper, cardboard, metal cans, glass bottles and jars, and plastic containers with a number 1, 2 or 5  

        on the bottom. 

 2.     When in doubt, look it up or throw it out. Find out whether it’s recyclable or not in Dakota County at    

          www.co.dakota.mn.us/Environment/RecyclingDisposalGuide. 

3. Prevent jams at the recycling facility by flattening cardboard boxes and leaving out plastic bags.  Keep  

        recyclables loose in the cart.   

4. Don’t use your recycling cart as an extra trash cart!!  If you have more trash than can fit in your trash cart,  

        contact your trash hauler. 

 

Donation Collections at Neighbors, Inc. 

Donation times and how donations will be collected have changed. Until further notice, donations will ONLY be accept-

ed Mondays and Fridays from 9:00 am to Noon and Wednesdays from 1:00 to 4:00 pm. 

 

There is a limit of a combination of 5 boxes, bags, or items per person. Each box, bag, or item CANNOT exceed 40 

pounds. All non-clothing donations should be packed in a box or tote with a lid (donation containers CANNOT be re-

turned). All clothing donations should be packed in a sturdy bag that can be closed and NOT be mixed with non-clothing 

items. Clothing should NOT be placed in a box or tote. Large donations that require more than one person to unload 

cannot be accepted. 

 

When you arrive at Neighbors, park your vehicle in the upper parking lot, adjacent to the black wrought iron fence.  

Place your donations in one of the large blue bins located in the parking lot. Remember, staff CANNOT assist you with 

unloading your donation. The attendant will provide a donation receipt.   

 

 

 

Recycling and Donation Reminders 

Earth Keepers: Diane Blake, Shari Hansen, Carol Hall, Bill Larson, Jim McClosky, 

Kristen Mertens, Twila Peterson, Scott Thorson, Barb & Jonathan Wagner  

http://www.co.dakota.mn.us/Environment/RecyclingDisposalGuide
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The deadline for the  

October 2020 issue of  
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If you have questions,  
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As we near the end of the summer, I am working hard to keep up with the ever-changing COVID-19 guidelines and readying the 

preschool for re-opening. I receive information daily from both the Department of Human Services and the Department of Health 

along with guidance from Minnesota Health Care Consultants for Childcare.  

 

We will be having small class sizes and will be doing 

additional cleanings and hand washings. We LOVE to 

wash our hands in preschool and it’s a good way to 

learn the ABC’s!  

 

I am very hopeful for a re-start of school for our young-

est learners and look forward to daily interactions with 

them.  

 

Thank you for your continued support of Augustana 

Preschool. 

 

 Peace, 

  Teri Collins 



 

 

 

Park or Neighborhood Clean up 

Take a walk in your neighborhood or to your local park. While 

you walk, pick up trash that people have thrown on the 

ground, making your neighborhood cleaner and safer. Even 

better, invite some neighbors to go with you and explain to 

them what Gods’ Work, Our Hands is.  

 

Handmade Mask 

Many non-profits are looking for facemasks for their volun-

teers and guests they serve. If you like to sew, the following 

Augustana mission partners would love a donation of hand-

made or disposable masks. Masks can be dropped off or 

mailed to: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Hand Written Cards or Letters  

Many people living in assisted living buildings or care facilities 

are unable to receive visits from family and friends due to 

COVID-19. Reach out to someone and brighten their day with 

a card or letter. Stop by the dollar store and pick up a couple 

of greeting cards to send to a nearby care facility or to one of 

our senior members at Augustana. If you would like the name 

and address of an Augustana member, email Cathy at 

chendrikson@augustana.com.  

 

Second Stork Diaper Drive 

Second Stork is a volunteer-run nonprofit providing essential 

infant-care items to families in need free of charge. During 

the pandemic, Second Stork has not been able to keep dia-

pers in stock. This is where you come in. On Sunday, Septem-

ber 13, we will be collecting diapers, (newborn or preemie 

sizes only) and baby wipes for Second Stork. Donations can 

be dropped off at the north doors before or after worship.  

 

For other volunteer opportunities in and around your com-

munity, visit handsontwincities.org, LSSMN.org, or 

volunteermatch.org.  

   God’s Work, Our Hands 2020 is Sunday, September 13 

   This year we are encouraging everyone to find ways to do  

   God’s work in your own neighborhood. A few ideas for you to do: 

Neighbor’s Inc 

222 Grand Ave 

SSP, MN 55075 

Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota 

Operation: Masks 

2485 Como Avenue, Saint Paul, MN 

Living Well Disability Services 

1168 Northland Dr 

Mendota Heights, Mn 55120 

mailto:chendrikson@augustana.com

