
 

 

  

  October 2020                                                    Liturgical Season: Time after Pentecost 

The Lord Jesus is the living stone. You also are 

like living stones . . .   —1 Peter 2:4a,5a 
 

Be the Living Stone.  

Create a Positive Ripple Effect!  

To help you be a living stone, we have designed an    

at-home resource to complement your daily faith 

practices. The 2020-21 packet of Faith Practice Cards 

includes an introduction card, an overview of the Rip-

ple Effect of Faith, and two cards for each of the faith 

values and beliefs above. These will be available in 

October.  
 

Similar to last year’s Faith Practice Cards, the front of 

each card contains a Bible verse, a description of each 

faith value or belief, a Where Faith Meets Life Devo-

tion, and a prayer.  
 

The back of the cards, much like the Intention Cards 

from several years ago, have practical ideas to help 

you create a positive ripple using your faith to guide 

your thoughts, words, and actions. A sample of one of 

the cards is pictured on the right.   
 

As with many of our resources over the past years, 

there are no rules for using these cards. We encour-

age you to explore, experiment, and discover what 

works best for you! 

This year has been filled with  

challenges. Yet, God’s work continued  

made possible by your financial support.  
 

Next year will hold new challenges. Completing 

your Giving Plan by the end of October will allow 

Augustana to plan for another year of generosity.  
 

Together, with God’s strength, guidance, and  

your financial gifts, we will creatively meet  

the challenges before us. 

Stewardship Sundays: October 4, 11, 18, 25 



 

 

I’m very excited about our theme, The Ripple Effects of Faith. In our theme verse from 1 Peter 2:4a,5a, The Lord Jesus is 

the living stone. You also are like living stones, we hear a compelling message of how Jesus sends us out into the world.  
  

As a kid, I loved throwing stones into a lake and watching the ripples move out into the water. A living, active faith cre-

ates that same kind of ripple. It moves outward from the point of origin. The impact of the ripple is felt in waves and it 

grows and expands, touching people’s lives. The ripple of faith doesn’t stop there, it moves from person to person. It 

affects all who are touched by it and they are inspired to love and serve their neighbor and live a life of generosity. 
 

Your Ripple Effect of Faith stewardship brochure will soon be arriving in the mail. I encourage you to spend some time 

learning about the mission and ministry of Augustana and the ripple effect created as your financial gifts flow out into 

the community.  
 

As we go out into the world each day, we have the power to be God’s ripple in small ways and large ways. We never 

know how God will use us but we trust that the living stone, the Lord Jesus, created and equipped us to be a church and 

a people that keeps on creating a ripple effect of love, generosity, and service. 
 

If we believe that we are created in God’s image, our actions reflect our loving and generous God. If we believe that we 

are inspired by the Spirit, we listen to the whispers and follow the nudges of the Spirit reminding us to share our gifts. If 

we believe that we are guided by faith, we trust that God provides in all circumstances so we can be generous in all cir-

cumstances. If we engage in lifelong learning, we allow God’s word to inform and shape how we live a life of generosity. 

And if we believe that living a life of faith requires action, we do God’s work in the world whether it is hard or easy. My 

challenge and question to you is, if you believe these things, are you living them? Do your thoughts, words, and actions 

demonstrate your faith?  
  

Creating a ripple of faith requires action. It requires action on the part of Augustana to provide worship, education, and 

the prayer and care needed to nourish our faith community. It requires action on the part of our local mission partners 

who work tirelessly to provide the services needed in our community. It requires action on your part to financially sup-

port God’s work. Completing the enclosed Giving Plan will let us know the financial gift you intend to share with Au-

gustana. This will allow us to plan both how and where to act as Augustana continues to create positive ripple effects.  
 

We will gather in the parking lot throughout October for drive-in worship. I’m also excited to tell you that we will offer 

an indoor service beginning October 4 at 11:00 am in the Fellowship Hall. More information can be found on the next 

page of this newsletter. As part of our daily video series, we will also post a video on Tuesday, September 29 to illustrate 

just how we will gather in person with the necessary safety precautions. Visit augustana.com, select New Ways to Gath-

er from menu bar to view the video. 
 

We will continue to provide and expand our online worship services. We have hired Augustana member, Ken Fitzer to 

record and edit the online worship services and daily videos. Being part of worship via your computer from home re-

mains the safest way to stay connected to your church and be part of the worshipping community. 
 

Every year Augustana celebrates All Saints Sunday on the first Sunday of November and we invite you to give a gift in 

memory of a loved one to the Augustana Harvest Fund. You can find more information on the following page for options 

for making your gift.  
 

Your church is still here. You have opportunities to worship and connect. I know it is different but it is still church and we 

still need you to be engaged and sharing in the ministry God calls us to be about. You are a living stone. 
   

   Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Aune  



 

 

Births: 

 Lewis James Edwards, son of Tyler and Stepha-

nie Edwards, born on 5/4/20. 

 Brooks Randall Bjorklund, son of Jack and 

Makenzie Bjorklund, born on 5/23/20.  

Marriages: 

 Grace (Hunter-Daily) and Kris McIntire, married 

on 9/10/20.  

Deaths: 

 Dorothy Labovitch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Saints Sunday 

Every year Augustana celebrates 

All Saints Sunday on the first Sun-

day of November and we invite 

you to give a gift in memory of a 

loved one to the Augustana Har-

vest Fund. The Harvest Fund is our endowment and the 

yearly distribution from that endowment is used to sup-

port the ministries of Augustana as well as our local and 

global mission partners over and above our yearly giv-

ing.  
 

With the unique COVID-19 situation this year, we are 

not passing out envelopes for All Saints. You are still 

invited to make a gift to celebrate the Saints in each of 

our lives who have entered into eternal life. To make 

your gift, visit augustana.com, select GIVE from the main 

menu, then Make an Online Gift from the right column . 

Once you’re on the Vanco giving site, scroll down to 

Harvest Fund, enter an amount, and complete the “in 

memory of” section. You may also send a check to the 

office and note Harvest Fund in the memo section.   

   

 

 

 

Augustana Will Offer Three Worship Services. 

Choose the worship format that meets your needs.  
 

Online Worship on demand 

The safest form of worship is our on-demand online worship 

services viewed from the safety and comfort of your own 

home. Visit augustana.com/New Ways to Gather to view. 

 

Drive In Worship at 8:30 and 9:45 am 

For those wanting to worship in a group setting, but still from 

the safety of your own car, join us for outdoor worship in the 

north parking lot as long as weather permits. Worshippers are 

instructed to stay in their cars at all times.  

 

In-Person Worship at 11:00 am, Fellowship Hall 

Beginning Sunday, October 4, we will offer an in-person cele-

bration-style worship service. Reservations are not required, 

but to allow for physical distancing, there is a capacity limit of 

120 people in the Fellowship Hall. Please follow the guidelines 

below so that we can gather for a safe and meaningful wor-

ship experience.  
 

 Please park on the east side of the building. East doors 

will open at 10:45 am.  

 Enter the building through the east doors and observe the 

entry and exit arrows. Please wait at the doors, socially 

distanced from the person in front or behind you. An ush-

er will meet you at the door and seat you in the Fellow-

ship Hall. 

 Masks are required at all times when in the building. 

 Family units may sit together, but please maintain appro-

priate social distance from those not in your household. 

 When entering the Fellowship Hall, you will find offering 

baskets and pre-packaged Communion elements.    

 Music will be pre-recorded by the Celebration Band and 

there will be no congregational singing.   

 Order of worship will be projected on the screens. There 

will be no bulletins.  

 Please wait in your seat until dismissed by an usher. 

 Bathrooms will be available, however, other rooms in the 

building will remain closed. 

 As always, if you don’t feel well or if you have any symp-

toms of illness, including fever or cough, please stay 

home for the  safety of us all. 



 

 

 Choice Connections, Virtual Senior Tour of 

Homes with Eunice Neubauer  

Thursday, October 15, noon-1:00 pm 
 

Tour senior living communities virtually in the comfort of 

your own home. Listen to experts talk about senior living 

today during the pandemic and be educated about all the 

options in our community! Whether you are interested in 

planning for yourself or for another older adult in your life, 

this workshop will answer your questions. Choice Connec-

tions advocates for seniors to have independence and con-

trol in their home choice as they age. Register: https://

tridistrict.ce.eleyo.com/course/5524/adult-55-sept-2020-

aug-2021/virtual-senior-tour-of-homes-online OR by calling 

Eunice at 651-261-5379.  

 

NAMI Parent Conference:  

October 24, 2020 | 9:30 am –3:30 pm  
 

Join NAMI Minnesota & TriDistrict Community Education 

(South St. Paul, Inver Grove Heights, and West St. Paul) for a 

FREE Virtual Super Saturday: Parent Education Conference. 

This online event is designed to meet the needs of biologi-

cal, foster, and adoptive parents, family members, 

paraprofessionals, and others who work with or care for 

children with and without a mental health diagnosis. The 

keynote presentation is titled School Year 2020: HELP!

Presented by: Tina Feigal, Director of Family Engagement 

at Anu Family Services/Center for the Challenging Child. 

Register online at: https://virtual-super-

saturday.eventbrite.com/ 

 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
 

Coming Thursday, November 12  
 

Spots fill up quickly. Register at 

redcrossblood.org. Go to “Donate Blood” to search for the 

Augustana blood drive.  

Grief Care Support Group 

Thursday mornings, 10:00 - 11:30 am 

October 29, November 5, 12, 19   
 

Augustana will host a Grief Care support 

group for anyone who has experienced 

significant loss in their lives. Marian   

Eisenmann, Augustana member, author, 

and retired pastor and chaplain, will  

facilitate this group session. Meetings will take place in the 

Jerusalem Room at Augustana. COVID-19 precautions will be 

followed and all participants must wear a mask. Participants 

are asked to register in advance by calling the church office at 

651-457-3373. Call Joann Arneberg, Faith Community Nurse, 

for more details at 651-815-9556.  

 

Ambiguous Loss in the Time of COVID 

A Lyngblomsten 2nd Half Education Opportunity 

Thursday, October 8, 2020 | 10 am–noon; held online via 

Zoom  
 

Living through a pandemic involves many changes and losses. 

In this practical session, living well with ambiguity and ambig-

uous losses in the midst of a pandemic will be addressed. 

Adjustments and adaptations of previous practices will be 

interwoven with information about care of self and care for 

others. 
 

Presenter: Ted Bowman is an educator and consultant who 

specializes in change and transition. For more than 40 years, 

he has been a trainer, consultant, and speaker with many 

groups throughout Minnesota, the United States, and other 

countries.  
 

Fee: $12 Registration required by October 6.  

Visit https://tinyurl.com/y4ztl9uy to register or contact Becky 

Hulden at (651) 632-5335 or bhulden@lyngblomsten.org.  
 

Registrants will be sent a confirmation email with instructions 

for logging into the forum via Zoom. 

During these challenging days of the COVID-19 pandemic, know that your Augustana staff and pastors want to hear from you! If 

you have a prayer request, are hospitalized or are facing a new diagnosis or family crisis, have added a family member, or just 

want to touch base, please call us. Prayer requests can also be sent to prayers@augustana.com.  

https://tridistrict.ce.eleyo.com/course/5524/adult-55-sept-2020-aug-2021/virtual-senior-tour-of-homes-online
https://tridistrict.ce.eleyo.com/course/5524/adult-55-sept-2020-aug-2021/virtual-senior-tour-of-homes-online
https://tridistrict.ce.eleyo.com/course/5524/adult-55-sept-2020-aug-2021/virtual-senior-tour-of-homes-online
tel:651-261-5379
https://virtual-super-saturday.eventbrite.com/
https://virtual-super-saturday.eventbrite.com/
https://www.redcrossblood.org/
mailto:prayers@augustana.com


 

 

I want to thank you for your enthusiastic responses to my fall programs. A number of years ago I moved from a model of sign-

ing up for classes to a “just show up when you can” model. Because of the Pandemic, signing up for opportunities became a 

necessity. Thank you for handling this change so graciously. 
 

For several of the following classes there are a few spaces available; please contact me if you would like to register. Also 

please know that because space in each class is limited you will not be able to bring other non-registered guests with you,  

nor can people attend who have not registered with me. 
 

I had the wonderful opportunity to see many of you at drive-in worship recently. It brought tears to my eyes – I have missed 

you very much! I am looking forward to connecting with you this Fall in class, by phone calls, email, and video clips.  

   Blessings, 

    Stacy 

Women’s Coffee and Conversation 

The purpose of this group is to grow in our faith through  

a variety of topics and educational experiences. 
 

In-person  

Mondays, September 28 – November 30 

10:00 – 11:00 am 

We will meet in the Jerusalem room. Even though we are 

socially distanced, masks are required. Feel free to bring 

your own beverage, paper and pencils. 
 

If you would like to be put on a waiting list please contact 

Stacy (secardwell@augustana.com). 

Dialogues on Race by Spark House 

DVD study (7 sessions)  

This video series by different presenters includes the his-

tory and social construct of race, the Bible and race in 

America, Black culture, Native American stories, gender 

and the nature of oppression, and the problem with racial 

reconciliation. The goal of this opportunity is to explore 

many nuances of racism and give participants a chance to 

learn about a topic that impacts our society. 
 

In-person Wednesdays, October 7 – November 18 

10:00 – 11:00 am  

We will meet in the Jerusalem room. Even though we are 

socially distanced, masks are required. Feel free to bring 

your own beverage, paper and pencils. 
 

Dialogues on Race Zoom group will meet  

Sunday October 11 - November 22  

7:00 -8:00 pm 
 

There are several spots available in both the in-person and 

zoom group – contact Stacy (secardwell@augustana.com) 

to register.  

Wednesday Night Bible Study is Back via ZOOM 
Wednesday evenings, 6:00-7:00 pm 
 

Join one of the pastors for this Zoom video Bible study 

which will focus on the preaching text for the upcoming 

Sunday. To be a part of this online study and discussion, 

contact Barb Rolfes at brolfes@augustana.com or call the 

church office at 651.457.3373.  
 

Barb will send you a Zoom invitation by email that will 

connect you to any or all of the Wednesday evening ses-

sion. Note: this Bible study is accessible with audio only 

from any telephone.   
 

October 4, 2020  

Exodus 12:1-13; 13:1-8 The Promise of Passover 
 

October 11, 2020  

Exodus 32:1-14 Golden Calf 
 

October 18, 2020  

1 Samuel 1:9-11, 19-20; 2:1-10 God Answers Hannah 
 

October 25, 2020 Reformation Sunday 

2 Samuel 7:1-17 God’s Promise to David 

 

In addition, the preaching pastor records a discussion of 

the text which is posted every Friday morning under our 

Engage and Reflect video series. Videos can be found at 

augustana.com under New Ways to Gather from the top 

menu or visit our Facebook page or YouTube channel. 

mailto:secardwell@augustana.com
mailto:secardwell@augustana.com
mailto:brolfes@augustana.com


 

 

Fall Festival is Happening! 

Saturday, October 31, 10:00-10:45 am 
 

Join us outside on the north side of the church for a morning of 

socially distanced games like the sucker pull, scratch off game, 

the lock games, to mention a few. All games will be single 

touch by your child only. Costumes are encouraged, but not 

required. Trunk or Treat will follow Fall Festival in the east 

parking lot.  

 

Fall Festival Volunteers Needed! 
 

We are in need of volunteers to help with Fall Festival on Satur-

day, October 31 from 9:45 -11:00 am. Volunteers will be help-

ing with games and making sure people are socially distancing 

when they are here. Volunteers must be in 6th grade or older. 

Confirmation youth will receive service credits for helping. 

Please email Cathy at chendrikson@augustana.com 

if you are interested in helping out.  

 

Trunk or Treat Congregation Cars Needed 

Saturday, October 31, 10:45-11:30 am 
 

Join us on Saturday morning to hand out candy or treats to  

our fall festival kids. We’d love to fill the east parking lot with  

cars! Decorate your car (not required but there will be prizes 

for the best decorated cars) and just show up. Please plan on 

200 trunk or treaters. If you own or work for a local business,  

we would love to have them join us at trunk or treat.  

 

October Drive-In Movie Schedule 

All movies are on Friday evenings starting at 7:30 pm NOTE 

TIME CHANGE 
 

October 2 The Addam’s Family 

October 9 Halloween Town  

October 16 Hocus Pocus 

October 23 Casper the Friendly Ghost 

October 30 Toy Story of Horror (rated G) 

Calling all children in grades 1-6 who like to sing! 
 

Beginning in November, choir directors Kim Zemple and Kathy 

Andrews will be working together to Zoom a thirty-minute 

choir rehearsal for all kids who love to sing. We cannot have  

In-person Cherub and Chorister Choir rehearsals this fall, but 

we do want to keep singing with all the Augustana kids. During 

our Zoom time, we will have fun singing Thanksgiving songs 

and Christmas carols. We hope to record some Christmas carols 

sung by the children and present them on YouTube sometime 

in mid- December. For now, please be sure that the church 

office has your family’s email address so we can send you an 

invitation when we begin in November. Remember to always 

keep a song in your heart!  Kim and Kathy 

 

Kids’ Kingdom Schedule 

We will continue to meet outside (weather permitting) on Sun-

day mornings at 9:45 am on the east side of the church for all 

children aged 4yrs-6th grade. If you do not feel comfortable 

sending your child to outdoor KK and would like a take home 

bag of lessons to do on your own, please email Cathy at 

chendrikson@augustana.com.  

 

Bedtime Bible Stories 

Bedtime Bible stories will start again 

on Sunday, October 4 and continue 

every Sunday at 6:45 pm. Join us on 

the Augustana Lutheran Church Face-

book page each week. We hope to  

see you all tune in! 

 

Messy Game Night Grades 4—6 

Thursday, October 15, 6:30-9:00 pm 
 

Join us for an evening of messy games, a bonfire and smore’s. 

Friends are welcome to attend with you. Sign-up by emailing 

Cathy at chendrikson@augustana.com or messaging Cathy on 

Facebook.  

 Augustana Prayer Cairn 
 

You may have noticed a pile of stones next 

to the sidewalk near the east door bench-

es. This is Augustana’s Prayer Cairn. The 

term cairn means “a pile of stones” in 

Scottish Gaelic. Cairns are built for many 

reasons around the world. Churches like 

Augustana and St Anne’s in Sunfish Lake, 

are encouraging church and community 

members to add stones to their cairns to 

show a prayer was offered. The stone then 

becomes a symbol of the love and prayer 

you offered. You may bring your own 

stone or we have stones of different 

sizes and shapes from which you can 

choose. You may also choose to deco-

rate your stone or add words to it be-

fore you leave it.  

mailto:chendrikson@augustana.com
mailto:chendrikson@augustana.com
mailto:chendrikson@augustana.com


 

 

  

 

In-Person Rotation Option 

What to Expect 

With this rotation system, students will meet in-person once 

a month and work from home two weeks. Holidays or 

school breaks account for the fourth week each month. 

Once a student’s registration has been completed, they will 

be assigned one of the following in-person rotations. Assign-

ments will be based on last year’s small groups to allow for 

those connections to grow. There will be a mix of grade lev-

els in each rotation group. These in-person gatherings will 

only meet in the Fellowship Hall from 6:00-7:00 pm. The 

three week rotation helps with social distancing as we  

gather.  

Group A— 10/7, 11/4, 12/2 

Group B— 10/21, 11/11, 12/9 

Group C— 10/28, 11/18, 12/16 

At-Home Option  

What to Expect  

With this option, students will be able to work from home  

every week. There will be three weeks a month of at-home 

lessons. Holidays or school breaks account the fourth week 

each month.  
 

The weekly Confirmation Connections will provide students 

what they need to participate from home. Once registra-

tions have been submitted, Abby Norlin-Weaver will con-

nect with those choosing this option and set up a time to 

check-in once a month.  
 

These are the dates for at-home lessons.   

October 7, 21, & 28 

November 4, 11, & 18 

December 2, 9, & 16  

New Models for Confirmation Programming  

We have shifted our Confirmation program from a weekly,             

in-person, gathering to a hybrid model and an at-home mod-

el. Students will choose if they would like to participate in 

the hybrid model or at-home model. Details about the two 

options are listed below.  
 

We have also created a contactless registration form which 

is available at https://augustana.com/confirmation-

registration/.  

 

Amanda B.  

Madeline B.  

Niklas B.  

Abigail B.  

Alyson D.  

Jeremy F.  

Abigail G.  

Ava G.  

Addison H.  

Katrina H.  

Henry H.  

Colin I.  

Tyler J.  

Ruby J.  

Danica K.  

Robert K.  

Cameron K.  

Anastasia K.  

Thomas K.  

Madysen K.  

Malia M.  

Claire N.  

Chloe O.  

Holly P.  

Aidan P.  

Alayna R. 

Evan S.  

Noah S. 

Max S. 

Anna S.  

Anne V.  

Cecelia W.  

Marion W.  

Sarah W.  

Jacob Z.  

Congratulations to our 2020  
Confirmands! We are so proud of each 

of you. God’s blessings to you. 

...be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do 

not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be 

with you wherever you go.     -Joshua 1:9 NIV  

https://augustana.com/confirmation-registration/
https://augustana.com/confirmation-registration/


 

 

MN Child Waiting for Adoption 
 

In support of mission partner, Lu-

theran Social Service (LSS), each 

month we present the photo and 

information of a child currently in 

MN foster care awaiting adoption. 

There are over 900 children awaiting 

adoption in MN. 
 

Adrian and Lucian are identical 4-

year-old twins. They are energetic, 

playful, and love to discover new 

things in the world around them. While they enjoy many of 

the same toys and activities, Adrian loves playing alone, while 

Lucian enjoys staying close to his caregiver. According to their 

worker; “The boys need structure (routines and same items 

every day), a clutter-free home so they can be as safe as pos-

sible, and a committed family who won’t give up on them. 

Adriane and Lucian have grown and learned so much since 

they have been in foster care, the team is optimistic that with 

the right family, these boys will thrive and continue to keep 

learning!” To learn more about Adrian and Lucian and Foster 

Care Adoption, contact welcome@chlss.org or 651.646.7771. 

 

God’s Work Our Hands 

Second Stork is 100% volunteer-based organization serving 

St. Paul and communities across Minnesota. They partner 

with local hospitals to provide basic infant-care supplies for 

families in need before they leave the hospital.  
 

They were completely out of diapers when Augustana arrived 

with a collection of 3000 diapers and 2100 wet wipes donat-

ed by Augustana members as part of the ELCA’s God’s Work 

Our Hands day of service. Thank you to everyone who donat-

ed diapers, wipes, and financial support.  

 

Feed My Starving  

Children 

 

Wednesday, October 14, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 
 

This is the 9th Annual Augustana night - a tradition started 

in 2012 to fill the Eagan site. Due to COVID-19 a few things 

have changed. Social distance as much as possible. Masks 

are required at all times. Minimum age is now 8 yrs old. 

Augustana has 10 tables reserved. Maximum group size is 5 

people at a table. If you signup with less than 5 people, you 

will be the only people at an assigned table, due to social 

distancing requirements.  
 

Please go to fmsc.org and read COVID-19 Update and 

watch the video "What to expect when packing at FMSC in 

2020".  If you would like to make a reservation for October 

14, email sgerzina@msn.com, include up to 5 names includ-

ing ages of any children 8 yrs or older. Reminder: only sig-

nup with people you do not need to social distance from.      

Food Drive from Movie Night 

Thank you to everyone who attended the Friday Family 

Movie night in the Augustana parking lot on September 11. 

We were challenged by Newport Lutheran Church to see 

who could bring in the most food and financial gifts to sup-

port our respective food shelf partners, Neighbors Inc for 

Augustana and Friends in Need for Newport. The night 

ended in a tie with over 1300 lbs of food collected and 

almost $2000 donated. The real winners were the food 

shelves and the communities they serve. Thank you so 

much to everyone that donated! 

3000 Diapers  
and  

2100 Wet Wipes 
Collected as part 

of the ELCA’s 
God’s Work Our 

Hands Day of   
Service. 

mailto:welcome@chlss.org
mailto:sgerzina@msn.com


 

 

Jesus is speaking to the Ten Commandments. They might seem rigid and out of date, but con-

sider them in the context of these recent challenges in our modern, complex world: 

 A public health crisis that has created dramatic changes in how we live, work, go to school, and keep ourselves and 

those around us safe. 

 An economic crisis deeply affecting business owners, people’s jobs, and an increasing knowledge of how economic 

health is public health. 

 Racism, which is not new, but many people are becoming aware of the insidious impact for the first time. We are try-

ing to figure out how to respond and understand what our role needs to be in affecting change. 

 A changing climate that is manifesting itself in more destructive natural disasters; its cause known, the needed remedy 

outwardly hopeless. 

 An immigration crisis that seemingly ends up choosing winners at the expense of families. 

 The barrage of campaign rhetoric intended to polarize opinions in hopes of driving a voter to a favored candidate. 
 

Read Mark 12:29-31 again after considering each of these issues. Can you reconcile your thoughts, behaviors, and messages to 

others with the command from Jesus to love God and neighbor?  A foundational principle at the heart of our faith is “love thy 

neighbor”. How do we best do that every day – especially as we approach the divisiveness of an election? These challenges cre-

ate strong opinions, and yet we are called by Jesus to love God and our neighbor. Do our thoughts, actions, and deeds always 

reflect this love? 
 

How do you respond to the campaign positions when we think about these two Commandments? At times, the campaign mes-

sages do not hold up either of the directives from Jesus and in fact, they are doing the exact opposite - tearing down our neigh-

bor. 
 

Being a Christian, following the Ten Commandments, and embracing the teachings of Jesus are never easy. We struggle with 

our daily actions. Technology makes it easier to disparage others with relative safety and anonymity for ourselves. Is that what 

Jesus has called us to do? If we are honest, the daily messaging from the issues above and so much more seems to emanate out 

of selfishness rather than love. So, what should we do? 
 

We often think of love as an emotion, but in the words of Jesus, it is much more. The love Jesus talks about is the type of love 

that seeks knowledge, understanding, acceptance, forgiveness, and truth? That kind of love does not manifest itself in direc-

tives on how things must be done according to our own selfish beliefs. We all have differing beliefs about social distancing, the 

environment, politics, immigration, or most any topic. At the same time, we are called to model our actions most profoundly 

when it is hard to love, but love we must. 
 

As Christians, we believe our faith teaches us to love. Try to be knowledgeable. Try to be engaged. Try to be a peacemaker - not 

in a boastful or challenging way, but with love. Love one another, without exception, as we face the challenges that will always 

be with us. And rely on our faith in God to guide our way in this world. 

 

EarthKeepers:  Bill Larson, Carol Hall, Diane Blake, Scott Thorson,  

Shari Hansen, Twila Peterson, Jim McClosky, Barb and Jonathan Wagner  

Faith, Democracy and the Care of our Earth 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind 

and with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is 

no commandment greater than these.”       Mark 12:30-31 
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The preschool is back in session and we are so excited to be back in the classroom! We have one small class of 4 and 5 year olds 

and one small class of 3 and 4 year olds. There are additional cleaning measures in place and a lot of handwashing. Currently par-

ents are not allowed in the buildings to help keep germs out and it is working well.   

We are busy learning about school, ourselves, apples, fire safety, and fall. We are also starting a small sign language component 

this year. Each week the children will learn signs for a color, shape, letter of the week, and some songs. We are looking forward to 

how quickly the children will learn the signs. Last December, the 3 year old class learned Silent Night in ASL and it was amazing!  

I am very happy to be here with the little ones and looking forward to a great school 

year. 

 Peace,    
 

           Teri Collins 

Spread out for snack!                                                             A new way to check in the kids.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings Augustana! My name is Deb Kielsmeier and I am excited to join you as your 

interim associate pastor. I am a “semi-retired” Presbyterian pastor who has ministered in 

both large and small congregations. Serving at Augustana feels like I am coming full circle, 

because my roots are Lutheran. I am the granddaughter of an “Augustana Synod” pastor, 

was raised in the Lutheran Church (LCA) and later went to Luther Seminary – and so  

Augustana is a bit like coming home! 

 

I grew up in New England, but my husband, Jim, and I moved to Minnesota in 1983. We 

have been married 41 years and have three adult daughters and six grandchildren.  

Stina, our youngest, lives in Minneapolis with her family, while Lauren and Sarah and their families are in Washington, DC and 

Gloucester, MA. respectively.  We can’t wait until COVID finally allows us to visit them again!  

 

Before going to seminary, I worked as a youth pastor in several churches and also in Nairobi, Kenya with Young Life Interna-

tional. I met my husband through Young Life where we were involved in leading a wilderness ministry. We both still love ad-

venture, travel, and the great outdoors.  

 

Favorite Bible verse –John 10:10b is one of my very favorites. “I have come so that they may have life, and have it abundant-

ly.” In Greek there are two words for ‘life’ – one is bios (think: biology or biography) and the second is zoe. (Yup, just like the 

girl’s name.) Jesus uses zoe here, and also when he proclaims, “I am the way, the truth and the life” in John 14:6. Why? Well, 

bios refers to our earthly mortal life (or the material stuff of life).  Zoe is the life that has always been and will never end. We 

may strive to get more life from material things (more bios) but in the end, we will be disappointed. But the life Jesus gives us 

is the true life we seek – abundant, vibrant, and eternal – a life we can enter into today. Wow, what a gift! (End of sermon – 

smile.) 

 

When I’m not at Augustana, you will find me . . .  quilting and listening to audiobooks. (It can be a bit of an obsession!) I also 

love to garden, hike, ski, and travel. Best of all though, is hanging out with the kids, grandkids, and extended family.  

 

One more thing I’d like you to know . . .  I love stories and story-telling. I love hearing how God shows up in so many different 

ways in the lives of ordinary folks. Needless to say, I would love to hear your story and get to know you better. Feel free any-

time to drop by the office or catch me for coffee!     

 

     Pastor Deb 

Get to Know Deb Kielsmeier, Interim Associate Pastor 



 

 


