
 

 

  

 November 2020                                                    Liturgical Season: Time after Pentecost 

Did you know that since March 15, the Augustana pastors 

and staff have produced and posted over 200 videos 

equating to 1,705 minutes? These videos can be found at 

augustana.com, select New Ways to Gather/COVID-19 from 

the menu bar.  
 

Did you know that every day of the week is dedicated to a 

specific video category?  

Sunday—Online worship 

Monday—Music & Meditation 

Tuesday—Faith & Learning 

Wednesday—Inspiration & Devotion 

Thursday—Community & Compassion 

Friday—Engage & Reflect 

Saturday—Prayer & Contemplation 
 

Did you know that the most recent 28 days of videos can 

be found at augustana.com, select New Ways to Gather/

COVID-19 from the menu bar. You will see a screen similar 

to the image on the left. After 28 days, the videos are ar-

chived on our YouTube channel by playlist/category.  
 

Did you know that videos are posted on our Facebook 

page and YouTube channel at 5:00 am every morning?   
 

Did you know that you can subscribe to the Augustana  

YouTube channel so you never miss a video? 
 

Did you know that you can choose to have Augustana Fa-

cebook posts delivered first to your newsfeed? Here’s how: 

select the small down arrow on the upper right side of your 

Facebook homepage, select Settings & Privacy > News Feed 

Preferences. Click See First. Select the Augustana page 

to see first by clicking next to Augustana Lutheran Church.   
  

Did you know that Augustana has an Instagram account? 

Follow us at augustanadoes.  

The Augustana Daily Video Series  

Providing Education, Inspiration, Prayer, and a Way to Stay Connected   



 

 

Hello Augustana Family! 
 

Wow, can it really be over a month since I joined you as 

interim associate pastor? Thank you for warmly welcom-

ing me into your midst. I have appreciated the phone 

calls, emails, and especially the honking at drive-in wor-

ship. (What fun!) I can hardly wait to meet everyone 

‘unmasked and in person’ once this pandemic is over.  
 

As a pastor who has served in a wide variety of churches, 

I have been impressed by the staff at Augustana. They 

are simply outstanding in their commitment to serve in 

creative, safe, and faithful ways during this pandemic.  
 

So, as a newcomer with fresh eyes, will you allow me to 

cheerlead a little? Because you have some amazing peo-

ple doing amazing work as God’s servants among you! 

COVID-19 threw a major monkey wrench into the works, 

as you know. As programs and services were upended, 

this staff got to work – praying, planning, and inno-

vating. Here are just a few of the creative things the staff 

has done to connect and continue ministries over the 

past few months.      
  

The Augustana COVID Task Force has worked diligently 

to ensure that all we do conforms to safety protocols. 

For example, spiritual care continues largely through 

phone call visits, a new distanced in-person grief group, 

Befrienders, and Prayer Weavers – but pastors visiting 

hospitals has been temporarily suspended. 
 

Gathering is a challenge but staying connected has been 

a top priority. Since March, daily videos from the staff 

and pastors are posted on Facebook, YouTube and Au-

gustana.com to encourage, educate, and keep you con-

nected. Check them out if you haven’t already. 
 

Speaking of pastors, Pastor Aune is running faster and 

more prayerfully to shepherd the staff and congregation 

through this time of uncertainty. We have all been on a 

very steep learning curve, figuring out how to upload 

videos, host zoom meetings, and care for one another at 

a safe distance.  
 

Worship is the heartbeat of our community. Weekly 

drive-in worship continues, with hardy musicians, wor-

ship leaders, ushers, and tech teams putting their long  

Pastor Deb Kielsmeier  

In Christ’s Joy, 

underwear to good use. Plus, socially distanced in-

person Celebration services began In October. To top 

that off, online worship is now recorded from the sanc-

tuary with organ music and vocalists. Those unable to 

access these options are sent worship materials and the 

sermon each week.  
 

The adult choir is now meeting, singing, and innovating 

but not in person. They sing over Zoom and the chil-

dren’s choir begins the same this month. Some very cre-

ative ways to celebrate the Advent and Christmas sea-

sons are in the works, so please stay tuned!  
 

A few in-person groups are beginning to meet with safe-

ty precautions in place, such as staff and church council 

meetings. Both confirmation classes and adult education 

offerings are utilizing “hybrid” models so folks can con-

tinue to grow in their faith, meeting in-person and/or 

online. 
 

The preschool safely opened in September and I have 

loved hearing little voices and laughter outside my office 

window. This summer, Augustana children enjoyed Va-

cation Bible School and other activities in masks outside. 

Kids’ Kingdom also began outdoors this fall but will 

move online during the colder months. Activity bags 

with extra materials and crafts have also been provided 

for parents to pick up.  
 

Family-friendly Wednesday evenings in the parking lot 

have included crafts, service activities, and food trucks. 

Plus, Friday night drive-in movies and seasonal events 

(watch for Thanksgiving and Christmas events) ensure 

that COVID will not rob us of fun! Children, Youth and 

Family ministry looks different, but creative options 

abound!  
 

Augustana staff have called, emailed, written notes, cre-

ated videos and newsletters to keep connected. They 

have stretched and innovated and worked hard to minis-

ter faithfully in this uncertain time. Hats off to a wonder-

ful team and the congregation they love. We are one 

blessed church.  



 

 

Baptisms: 

 Lewis James Edwards, son of Tyler and Stephanie 

Edwards. Sponsors for Lewis are Victoria Rieck and 

McKenzie Edwards. 
 

Marriages: 

 Molly (Johnston) and Ezra Koetz on October 3. 

 Jillian (Uphoff) and Kurtis Syvertsen on October 4. 

 Allison (Machacek) and Daniel Cook on October 17. 
 

Deaths: 

 Audrey Anderson, mother of Debra Siebell, grand-

mother of Alexandra and Josh Siebell. 

 Jay Rusthoven, husband of Karen Rusthoven. 

 Marilyn Hendrikson, mother of Randy Hendrikson, 

grandmother to Katie and Zach Hendrikson.  

 

 

Augustana Baptism Classes 

If you desire baptism for yourself, an infant, or child, we ask 

that you attend a baptism class led by Pastor Deb Kielsmei-

er. During this time of COVID-19, these 45 minutes classes 

will be conducted over Zoom. We will discuss the meaning 

of Christian Baptism and the importance of this sacrament. 

Please contact Barb Rolfes at brolfes@augustana.com to 

reserve a spot in one of the classes below. (More classes 

will be scheduled in 2021) 

Sunday, November 8 at 11:00 am 

Wednesday, December 2 at 6:00 pm 

 

 

 

Augustana offers many  

ways to give.  

 

 Cash or check 

 Automated withdrawal 

 Online giving at augustana.com 

 Mobile app (download GivePlus App) 

 Online banking (set up through your bank) 

 Stocks or securities 

 Donor Advised Fund or Qualified Charitable 

      Contribution from an IRA 

Augustana Offers Three Worship Services.  

Choose the experience that meets your needs.  
 

Online Worship  

The safest form of worship is our on-demand online wor-

ship services viewed from the safety and comfort of your 

own home. Visit augustana.com/New Ways to Gather /

COVID-19 to view. See the back page for Thanksgiving Eve 

worship details.  

 

Drive-In Worship at 8:30 and 9:45 am 

For those wanting to worship in a group setting, but still 

from the safety of your own car, join us for outdoor worship 

in the north parking lot as long as weather permits. Wor-

shippers are instructed to stay in their cars at all times.  

 

In-Person Worship at 11:00 am, Fellowship Hall 

We now offer an in-person celebration-style worship ser-

vice. Reservations are not required, but to allow for physical 

distancing, there is a capacity limit of 120 people in the Fel-

lowship Hall. Please follow the guidelines below so that we 

can gather for a safe and meaningful worship experience.  
 

 Please park on the east side of the building. East doors 

will open at 10:45 am.  

 Enter the building through the east doors and observe 

the entry and exit arrows. Please wait at the doors, 

socially distanced from the person in front or behind 

you. An usher will meet you at the door and seat you in 

the Fellowship Hall. 

 Masks are required at all times when in the building. 

 Family units may sit together, but maintain appropriate 

social distance from those not in your household. 

 When entering the Fellowship Hall, you will find offer-

ing baskets and pre-packaged Communion elements.    

 Music will be pre-recorded by the Celebration Band and 

there will be no congregational singing.   

 Order of worship will be projected on the screens. 

There will be no bulletins.  

 Please wait in your seat until dismissed by an usher. 

 Bathrooms will be available, however, other rooms in 

the building will remain closed. 

 If you don’t feel well or if you have symptoms of illness, 

including fever or cough, please stay home. 

mailto:brolfes@augustana.com


 

 

 Red Cross Blood Drive 

Thursday November 12 

1:00 – 7:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall 

All signups will be completed online at Red Cross Blood Do-

nation. After you sign in (you will need to create an account 

if you do not have one), go to Find a Blood Drive and enter 

Augustana. You will be directed to our blood drive on No-

vember 12. We have a goal of 43 donors, and the need for 

blood is acute at this time. There are still some spots left. 

Hurry and sign up to donate. These spots fill quickly. Thank 

you in advance for sharing the “gift of life”! 

 

Caregiver Support via Phone, Email or Zoom 

Lyngblomsten, our partner in ministry to seniors and their 

families that are dealing with memory loss and other debili-

tating diagnoses, has many options for Caregiver Support. 

Go to https://www.lyngblomsten.org/community-services/

covid-19-caregiver-resources/ to see all they have to offer. 

The options include:  

 Caregiver Support Groups via Zoom 

 Caregiver Coaching: REACH (Resources for Alzhei-

mer's Caregiver Health) 

 Telephone Support 

 Emails for Caregivers with Activity Suggestions for 

Persons with Dementia 

 

Holiday Memorial Service 

Saturday, Dec 12 at 10:00 am in the Fellowship Hall 
We are planning to hold our annual Holiday Memorial Ser-

vice. This service is for friends and families who have lost a 

loved one and wish to honor their memory during the holi-

day season. We will maintain social distancing and masks 

will be required.  

 

Prayer Requests 

During these challenging days of COVID-19, know that your 

Augustana staff and pastors want to hear from you! If you 

have a prayer request, are hospitalized or are facing a new 

diagnosis or family crisis, have added a family member, or 

just want to touch base, please call us. Prayer requests can 

be sent to prayers@augustana.com.  

Improving our Immunity to Viruses 

As we head into cold and flu season and as we continue to 

deal with COVID-19, there are two vitamins and one mineral 

that are especially important in boosting our immunity to 

colds and viruses. You can increase the food sources into your 

daily diet or use a supplement, following the instructions for 

daily dose. Additionally, remember to keep up with good 

sleep, daily exercise, and faith disciplines to stay healthy in 

mind, body, and spirit.  
 

Vitamin C 

Vitamin C can help you fight viruses faster or ease your symp-

toms if you were taking it prior to getting sick. As an antioxi-

dant, vitamin C can help reduce inflammation which can lead 

to respiratory distress.  
 

Food sources: broccoli, brussel sprouts, spinach, cantaloupe, 

oranges, grapefruit, strawberries. 
 

Vitamin D 

The primary function of vitamin D is to help your body main-

tain optimal blood levels of calcium and phosphorous, which 

you can get through exposure to the sun’s ultraviolet rays, or 

through supplements and the foods you eat. Getting enough 

vitamin D may protect you from respiratory infections, like the 

common cold and COVID-19. Vitamin D supplementation is 

stated to significantly decrease the chance of respiratory tract 

infections, based on clinical studies published in the Journal of 

Pharmacology and Pharmacotherapeutics.  
 

Food sources: salmon, tuna, sardines, fortified cereals/juices, 

milk, cheese, egg yolks. 
 

Zinc 

An over-the-counter cold remedy with zinc may shorten the 

length of colds and possibly other viruses. Zinc also helps 

symptoms — nasal congestion, nasal drainage, sore throat, 

and cough — resolve sooner. Zinc has also been found to help 

produce and activate T-cells (t-lymphocytes), which trigger the 

body to respond to infections, according to the National Insti-

tutes of Health.  
 

Food sources: meat, shellfish, legumes, dairy, seed/nuts, eggs, 

whole grains. 
 

Source: Hartford Health Care website, April 2020 

https://www.lyngblomsten.org/community-services/covid-19-caregiver-resources/
https://www.lyngblomsten.org/community-services/covid-19-caregiver-resources/
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Emma is my ancient Angora goat who looks like a robust sheep when 

she is in full fleece. After her recent shearing, Emma appears to be all of 

her toothless, feeble, limping, 20-year-old self. Unfortunately, I was not 

the only one who noticed this. My beefy yearling goats didn’t recognize 

Emma – she was too different. Furthermore, they soon realized they had 

power over her and started pushing her around and butting her to the 

ground. Emma was in danger of being seriously injured; she had to be 

separated from the others. The hierarchy of my herd has now been 

changed forever. 
 

Goats aren’t the only beings that recognize differences, use power to 

get what they want, and develop hierarchies. We humans also struggle 

with these issues; unfortunately, we additionally have the ability to as-

sign value to these differences. Certain people, beliefs, or behaviors are 

deemed as either superior or inferior. These are the concepts we are 

learning about in our Dialogue’s on Race classes. Race is a social con-

struct used to categorize and judge people in order to have dominion 

over them and their possessions. The concept of race in America was 

established during colonization and abhorrently the Bible was used to 

justify the brutal treatment of Native Americans and slaves. 
 

We are living in a similar social construct of racism today. It is confusing and frustrating to figure out how to positively impact 

this system. Because changing personal attitudes and behaviors have a ripple effect on every person we encounter, here are 

some personal growth questions that address this issue. 
 

How judgmental are you of people with different beliefs and behaviors? 

What types of people do you deem superior or inferior to yourself? 

Do you ever use the Bible to judge people, justify your behavior, or to prove a point? 

How often do you manipulate people or use your power to get what you want? 
 

As humans we will always struggle with these issues, but by becoming more aware of our beliefs and behaviors and making 

appropriate changes, with God’s help we can positively impact this system. Blessings, 

        Stacy 

 

 

Reflections From the Farm 
 

I will again periodically offer my Re-

flections from the Farm on Constant 

Contact. If you would like to be added 

to this email list, please contact me at 

secardwell@augustana.com. 

Where Faith Meets Life Bible Study via Zoom 

Wednesday evenings, 6:00-7:00 pm 
 

Join one of the pastors for this Zoom Bible study which will focus on the preach-

ing text for the upcoming Sunday. To join this online study and discussion, con-

tact Barb Rolfes at brolfes@augustana.com  or call the church office at 

651.457.3373. Barb will send you a Zoom invitation by email. Note: this Bible 

study is accessible with audio only from any telephone.   

mailto:secardwell@augustana.com
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Kids’ Kingdom Take Home Bags and Online Videos 

Pick-up on Wednesday, November 4 from 6:00—7:00 pm or  

Sunday, November 8 from 8:15—11:00 am at the north doors 
 

With the cold weather moving in, we have decided to move 

Kids’ Kingdom online for the foreseeable future. Take home 

bags can be requested by emailing Cathy at chendrik-

son@augustana.com. Every Sunday morning we will have a 

video on the Kids’ Kingdom Facebook page for your child to 

follow along with. These videos will be up for the week, so you 

can watch them when it fits into your schedule. If you would 

rather have the stories in your kit instead of online, please let 

me know when you request your bag. Bags will be available for 

pick-up on Wednesday, November 4 from 6:00—7:00 pm at the 

north doors or on Sunday, November 8 from 8:15—11:00 am at 

the north doors. Please let us know if you would like a take 

home bag, so we have enough on hand for everyone.  

 

Drive-Thru Nativity  

Volunteers and Actors Needed 
 

With the church building being closed for large scale events, 

like the Ornament Make and Take, Children’s Christmas Pro-

gram, and Christmas Music Sunday, we have decided to try 

something new, a drive-thru nativity. This is where you come 

in…we need of volunteers of all ages to help build sets, be the 

actors in the different scenes, and help with car control during 

the event. 
 

If you are interested in helping get this event off the ground, 

please email Cathy at chendrikson@augustana.com by Novem-

ber 8. Once we get names of people that want to help, we will 

have an informational meeting. The tentative dates for the 

drive-thru are Friday, December 18 & Saturday, December 19 

from 6:00-8:00 pm 

   

Ornament Make and Take  

Pick Up Wednesday, December 9 from 6:00—7:00 pm 

The ornament make and take will be an at-home event this 

year. Kits will be available for pick up that include all of the 

pieces you will need to make 8-10 ornaments with your family 

in the comfort of your home. Kits will be available for pick up 

on Wednesday, December 9 from 6:00-7:00 pm. Please email 

Cathy at chendrikson@augustana.com to reserve your kit.  

Children...Come Sing on Zoom… 

Thursdays at 6:30 pm 
 

Beginning on Thursday, November 5, choir directors Kim Zem-

ple and Kathy Andrews will be working together to Zoom a thir-

ty-minute choir rehearsal for all kids, grades 1-6, who love to 

sing! Type the following link into your browser and join us. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86101240645  
 

We cannot have in-person Cherub and Chorister Choir rehears-

als this fall, but we do want to keep singing with all the Au-

gustana kids. During our Zoom time, we will have fun singing 

Thanksgiving songs and Christmas carols. 
 

We are busy recording music for our online services and re-

hearsing the Senior Choir on Wednesdays, so the children’s 

Zoom rehearsal will be on Thursday evenings. 
 

Keep a song in your heart! 

  Kathy and Kim 

 

 

Women & Young Adult Book Group 

Tuesdays, December 1, 8, 15, and 22 

8:00-9:00 pm on Zoom 
 

The Characters of Christmas: 

The Unlikely People Caught Up in the 

Story of Jesus by Daniel Darling. 
 

 Grab your favorite beverage and join 

Cathy Hendrikson as we take a fresh 

look at the characters who took part in 

Jesus’ birth. We’ll hear from the Wise 

Men, King Herod, Simeon and Anna, 

Mary, Joseph, and the Innkeeper to 

name a few.  
 

Cost for the book is $10. Please email Cathy at chendrik-

son@augustana.com by Sunday, November 15 so books can 

be ordered and picked-up.  
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14 DAY GRATITUDE CHALLENGE  

Day 1 
Spend time out-
side—go for a 

walk, or just sit. 
Write down 
three things 

from nature you 
are grateful for.  

Day 2 
Before the busi-
ness of your day 

starts, write 
down three 

things you are 
grateful for.  

Day 3 
Write down 

three qualities 
you appreciate 
about yourself. 

Put that list 
somewhere 
you’ll see it 

often!  

Day 4 
Send a card to a 
friend you ap-
preciate & tell 

them what they 
mean to you.  

Day 5 
Tell a family 

member a quali-
ty you appreci-

ate about them.  

Day 6 
Before the busi-
ness of your day 

starts, write 
down three 

things you are 
grateful for.  

Day 7 
Choose grati-
tude today. 

When you feel 
overwhelmed, 
frustrated, or 

stressed think of 
five things you 

are grateful for.  

Day 8 
Before you go to 
bed, write down 
four things you 
are grateful for.  

Day 9 
Think of the sim-
plest thing that 

fills you with 
gratitude. Go do 

it!  

Day 10  
Who makes your 

favorite meal? 
Tell them! Let 

them know what 
the meal is & 

how much you 
enjoy it.  

Day 11 
Before you go to 
bed, write down 
four things you 
are grateful for.  

Day 12 
How would you 
want someone 
to tell or show 
you they are 

grateful for you? 
Do that for 

someone im-
portant to you. 

Day 13 
Pick a quality 

you appreciate 
about a teacher, 
coach, or mentor 

and tell them.  

Day 14 
Post a picture on 
social media of a 
memory you are 

grateful for. 
Share what you 
appreciate from 

the memory.  

Focus on Gratitude this November 

Take two weeks to practice daily gratitude with this Gratitude Challenge. There is a different prompt for each day, giving a variety 

of ways to practice gratitude. With the constant changes and never ending unknowns each day, it can be easy to focus on the 

negative. Practicing gratitude is a great way to counter the negative and refocus our minds on good things. Setting gratitude as 

your intention can help you let go of stress and find joy, even in hard times. Give this a try for two weeks and see what impact it 

has on you. Maybe you’ll decide to keep going.  

Note to confirmation students: If you complete this two week challenge you can earn a Faith 

Habit Practice. You can choose if you’d like this to count towards a Learn & Grow practice or an 

Act practice.  

Volunteer with Neighbors Holiday Gift Program 

Looking for ways to help others? Local mission partner, Neighbors Inc. has an opportunity for you. The Holi-

day Gift Program at Neighbors partners donors in the community with families with children and seniors 

who could use a little help having a brighter Christmas each year. Last year over 700 families were served, 

and we anticipate a similar need this year. Neighbors needs active volunteers who are able to store and re-

trieve packages. These volunteers are called “Runners,” and you might be able to use this time on your gym 

class activity log! This need takes place from November 2 – December 18, Monday – Fridays from 9:00 – 12:00 and 1:00 – 4:00. A 

successful completion of an application and orientation is required before scheduling your shifts. Up to two volunteers can work 

at this same time, so grab a friend and enjoy getting ready for the holiday season! https://www.volgistics.com/ex/portal.dll/ap?

ap=111528919 

https://www.volgistics.com/ex/portal.dll/ap?ap=111528919
https://www.volgistics.com/ex/portal.dll/ap?ap=111528919


 

 

Our Wednesday  

Morning Girl’s Club  
 

This past month the girls have 

been busy with service pro-

jects, Bible story studies, and 

crafts. Our service projects 

have been making soup for 

Lutheran Campus Ministry at the U of M, making dog and cat 

treats for the Woodbury Humane society, and packing diapers 

and laundry pods for Neighbor’s Inc. They have also created a 

canvas reminding them of how strong they can be after learning 

about some of the heroic women in the Bible.   

 
 

MN Child Waiting for Adoption 
 

In support of mission partner, Lutheran 

Social Service (LSS), each month we 

present the photo and information of a 

child currently in MN foster care 

awaiting adoption. There are over 900 

children awaiting adoption in MN. Den-

ver describes herself as smart, kind and 

loving. She can be shy when you first 

meet her but once she feels comforta-

ble with someone, she can be very silly and playful. She loves Tik 

Tok and playing basketball. She has fond memories of Mall of 

America and would like to go back there someday. Denver needs 

a loving and persistent family. She’d do well with two moms, a 

mom and dad, or a single mom. She would love to have other 

kids in the home. It would be great for Denver to have racial mir-

rors in her life, it is important for her family to help her explore 

her culture. A family would need to support and maintain contact 

with her two brothers, whom she likes spending time with. 

Virtual Giving Fair 

Sunday, December 6 
 

Our mission partners still count on donations from people like us 

here at Augustana during the holidays. With that being said, here 

are links and ways you can still give during the holiday season 

without leaving your home.  
  

Adopt a Senior or Family from Neighbor’s Inc 

neighborsmn.org/donate/holiday-donations 
  

ELCA Good Gifts 

Animals, ppe, hygiene supplies etc for those in need around the 

world. goodgifts.elca.org 
  

Neighbor’s Sponsor a Holiday Meal 

Checks can be sent to Augustana with “Holiday Meal” in the 

memo. Meals are $40 
  

My Very Own Bed 

Twin size sheets, mattress pads, comforters or Bed-in-a-Bag can 

be dropped of in the church office and we will deliver them to My 

Very Own Bed in Minneapolis.  
  

Guatemala and Widow’s Might Scholarships 

Donations can be sent to the church office with “Guatemala or 

Widow’s Might” in the memo of your check or on the envelope if 

you drop off cash. Please specify which organization you want 

your money to go to.  
  

Rezek House and Life Haven/LSS of MN  

For a list of what is needed at both of these places, please email 

Cathy at chendrikson@augustana.com to have a list emailed to 

you.  
 

Foster Care Programs of LSSMN 

Items needed are outdoor winter gear (hats, mittens, scarf, jack-

ets, snow pants) for children of all ages. They are also looking for 

board games, card games, puzzles, activity books, crayons, etc. 

Items can be dropped off in the church office or at the north 

doors during drive-in worship. Please mark your items with LSS 

Foster Care.  

neighborsmn.org/donate/holiday-donations
world.%20goodgifts.elca.org
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Augustana’s theme this year, the Ripple Effect of Faith, offers us a unique lens through which we can view a celebration of this 

day. Each of us has the capacity to change the world in small ways for better or worse. Recycling is just one way to change our 

world for the better. With Covid 19 still around, we likely won’t have recycling events held to celebrate, but that doesn’t mean 

you can’t do so at home. Think about these three “pillars” and how they relate to recycling for your family.   
 

Guided by faith: It is our faith that reminds us “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it” (Psalm 24:1). Recycling what we can 

instead of always choosing new saves resources from being mined from the earth. This preserves our earth so that it will be 

livable for future generations. 
 

Engaged in learning: Take some time this month to learn about more ways to recycle. Dakota County now has an app you can 

download. Once you do so, click on “Environment” and it will take you to the new Recycling Guide. You can type an item into 

the search bar and see how or where it can be recycled.   
 

Energized to act: Use America Recycles Day to get involved in recycling in your community. Share ideas on social media using 

#BeRecycled. Check out the Dakota County website and re-familiarize yourself with what can and CAN’T go into your curbside 

bin. For example, plastic containers labeled #1, #2 or #5 CAN go in your bin. Plastic bags (of ANY kind), hoses and strings of 

lights CANNOT. Or check out information about composting at home. Thompson Park (just a mile north of Augustana) has a 

neighborhood organics drop off site. Challenge your family to start composting this year. 
 

Recycling not only saves space in landfills, reuses important resources and saves energy, but it also helps in the fight against 

global warming. So spend this day figuring out how you can recycle more and remember that taking care of our earth is every-

one’s responsibility. Some interesting recycling facts (from www.holidayscalendar.com). 

 60% of our trash could be recycled 

 Aluminum cans can be recycled endlessly and are back to store shelves in 2 months 

 80 billion aluminum cans are used each year around the world 

 If everyone recycled newspapers, over 200 million trees could be saved each year, as 500,000 trees are cut down just to  

produce Sunday newspapers each week 

 Each American uses almost 700 pounds of paper each year – most of which is just thrown away 

 Enough wood and paper is thrown away each year to heat 50 million homes for 2 decades 

 Americans throw away over 25 TRILLION Styrofoam cups a year 

 5 million plastic bottles are used in America every hour – most are tossed in the trash, even though they are recyclable 

 Plastic bags in the oceans kill a million sea creatures a year 

 Recycling one ton of plastic can save almost 2,000 gallons of gasoline 

 

The EarthKeepers:  Bill Larson, Carol Hall, Diane Blake, Scott Thorson,  

Shari Hansen, Twila Peterson, Jim McClosky, Barb and Jonathan Wagner  

Celebrate America Recycles Day – Sunday, November 15, 2020 
 

The Lord Jesus is the living stone. You also are like living stones…1 Peter 2:4a, 5a 

 

America Reycles Day was started in 1994 by the National Recycling Coalition. It contin-

ues each year, encouraging Americans to commit to recycling.    
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The deadline for the  

December 2020 issue of  

Augustana Life is  

November 10, 2020.  
 

If you have questions,  

contact Carla Pfeifer at  

651 457.3373 or  

cpfeifer@augustana.com  
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1400 South Robert Street   

West Saint Paul, MN 55118-3197  
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November, the month that I think of as not quite fall and hopefully, 

not yet winter. A transition month. We have many transitions in the 

preschool classroom to help the children move from one part of the 

day to the next and as a way for them to make some choices. One 

way we tried to explain choices to the preschoolers was to a have a 

voting/election theme early this month. We talked about having a 

voice, listening to the views of others, and making our own deci-

sions. Our election was focused on what to eat for snack. We voted 

between goldfish and cheese-it crackers. Each “candidate” spoke 

about their strong points and the children voted which one they 

wanted to eat. It was a great way to learn a little bit about voting. 

We are also learning about the author Eric Carle and of course, 

Thanksgiving. It has been a crazy few months in our world and be-

ing in the classroom with preschoolers gives the days a normalcy 

and reminds me that young children are resilient and I am blessed 

to be able to spend my day with them. 

 Happy Thanksgiving. 
  

         Teri Collins 



 

 



 

 

Thanksgiving Eve Worship, Prayer, and Pie Pick-Up 
Wednesday, November 25 

Online Worship posted to the website and social media by noon 

Prayer & Pie, 4:00—6:00 pm, Augustana north parking lot  
 

WORSHIP: Thanksgiving Eve worship will be online this year. The worship service will be posted by 

noon on Thanksgiving Eve. To view the video, visit augustana.com, select New Ways to Gather/COVID-

19 from the upper menu bar. You may also watch on our Facebook page or YouTube channel.  
 

PRAYER: The pastoral staff will be available to offer a Thanksgiving blessing as you remain in your car.  
 

 PIE: Augustana has a long-standing tradition of serving pie 

after the Thanksgiving Eve worship service. This year we still 

want you to enjoy a piece of pie either before, during, or after 

you watch worship in the comfort of your home. Here’s what 

to do, drive up to the north doors of the church between 4:00 

and 6:00 pm to pick up COVID–safe wrapped pieces of pie for 

you and those that live with you. Apple, pecan, and pumpkin 

pie will be available along with gluten-free pumpkin pie.  


