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  December 2020                                                      Liturgical Season: Advent & Christmas 

Virtual 
Christmas 
Giving Fair    
December 1-10   
 

Find more details on how to participate 
in this Augustana tradition in the Local 
Mission section of this newsletter.  

Holiday Memorial Service 
Saturday, December 12 

You’re invited to 
this pre-recorded 
and COVID-safe 
virtual Holiday 
Memorial Ser-
vice. Details on 

the Health Ministry page.  

Advent Learning 
Throughout December 
 

As part of our daily devo-
tional videos series: 
 

 On Tuesdays, learn the meaning of 
each Advent Candle. 

 

 On Saturdays, join Stacy for Advent 
Meditations.   

Open Air Bus Christmas Tour  
Friday, December 11, 6:15 & 7:00pm 

and Saturday, December 12, 7:45pm 
 

Embrace the cold and make your holi-
days brighter by joining in this fun 
evening. Details on 
the Children’s Minis-
try page. 

Wreaths Across America   
Saturday, December 19 

12:00pm, Fort Snelling 

Cemetery 
 

Honor our brave men and women who 
are laid to rest at Fort Snelling by help-
ing lay wreaths on each of their graves. 
Details on Children’s Ministry page. 

Christmas Music Sunday 

Sunday, December 20 
 

This online celebratory service will in-
clude scripture and traditional Advent 
hymns and Christmas car-
ols performed by Augusta-
na musicians along with 
harpist, Jim Buxton.  

Family Ornament Event 
Pick-up Wednesday, December 9, 

6:00 –7:00 pm  
 

Kits will be available 
for pick up that in-
clude all of the piec-
es needed to make 
8-10 ornaments in the comfort of your 
own home. 

 

Advent at Augustana 

Drive-Thru Nativity 
Friday, December 18 & 

Saturday, December 19  

6:00pm-8:00pm 
 

Follow luminaries through Augustana’s 
parking lot as we tell the Christmas 
Story through different stations. Details 
on the Children’s Ministry page. 

 

Christmas Eve Worship 
Thursday, December 24 
 

Plan to include one or both of Augustana’s virtual Christmas Eve worship services. 
Two online worship experiences will be available at 8:00 am on December 24. More 
details in the worship section of this newsletter.  
 

Family Worship with Pastor Deb and Cathy Hendrikson. 
 

Candlelight Worship with scripture, sermon, as well as beautiful music, culmi-
nating in the Augustana tradition of lighting candles as we sing Silent Night.  

Random Acts of Advent 
Throughout December  
 

Join the Augustana 
youth and participate in 
Random Acts of Advent. 
Details can be found on 
the Youth Ministry page.  



 

 

As an intern pastor my duties are varied depending on 

the weekly preaching schedule.  While I do keep regular 

office hours, I am discovering that being a pastor means 

being there for all of you. Being on God’s time is a new 

awareness and responsibility that Pastor Aune and Pas-

tor Kielsmeier have shown me takes good balance. There 

is so much to learn and I feel supported with two won-

derful mentors who encourage me to develop every day.  
 

The staff at Augustana is incredibly supportive and help-

ful. If you were ever a fan of the TV show MASH you may 

have known that the character Radar often had the an-

swer or took care of a problem before Col. Potter even 

had to ask, and the staff here has that ability to foresee 

and act. I attribute that to the dedicated and caring peo-

ple that I am blessed to be with here. 
 

With Advent and the Christmas season approaching I am 

praying for new ways to share and experience God’s love 

when we long to be back together. I also pray that this is 

a special time of year when we can experience God’s 

love through the birth of Jesus for us in our families, 

even when we are apart. To keep us together our online 

offerings continue to reveal the importance of Jesus 

Christ in our lives and I encourage you to take some time 

and watch the videos. Perhaps one of the greatest bless-

ings of Augustana is our music ministry that is finding 

new ideas for presenting our wonderful musicians. Some 

of the recent musical performances have allowed me to 

see and hear what I know is such a strong tradition here 

at Augustana. The choirs are meeting, rehearsing, and 

producing  even more. The Celebration Band has provid-

ed an upbeat addition to the 11am worship service.   
 

My Christmas prayer is for all of us to remember what 

we have been given as our greatest gift, Jesus Christ.  

Like Mary and Joseph they were bringing their child into 

a world of unknowns, but they had faith in God. While 

we also face many unknowns I take comfort in our com-

munity of faith here at Augustana to support and be 

Ripples of Faith for each other as we spread our ex-

pectant joy for the coming Messiah.   

 Peace and Blessings,  

 

Intern Michael Poeschl 

Greetings Augustana! 
 

This verse from Romans encourages us to wait with pa-

tience for the hope that comes in Advent. Advent is the 

season for actively waiting for the coming of Jesus. We 

begin our church year with Advent and the four Sundays 

before Christmas. It is through Hope, Peace, Joy, and 

Love that we anticipate God coming among us as a hu-

man child; Jesus, Emmanuel. I pray for our waiting to be 

filled with hope as we begin this time of Advent and look 

forward to the celebration of Christmas together at Au-

gustana. 
 

I am blessed to be with you. Even with social distancing, 

I have had the wonderful opportunity to meet many of 

you and I look forward to getting to know more of you. I 

don’t know about you, but ever since the beginning of 

the COVID-19 pandemic I have had trouble keeping track 

of time. When I began in September I was very excited 

to begin my internship and now almost three months 

later I am still excited with my formation and meeting as 

many of you as possible. Through short visits before 

Drive-in worship, phone calls, and some Zoom group 

meetings I am slowly able to un-mask who you are and 

put a name with a face. 
 

Internship is my opportunity to learn and to live what it 

means to follow Jesus Christ as a pastor. While in Semi-

nary there are some courses designed to teach what 

happens in a church, and now I can use that knowledge 

in our church. I can say with confidence that Augustana 

is a dynamic church. I am honored to become a part of 

the strong history of educating and supporting interns 

here at Augustana. Your support of me is wonderful.  

Everyone that has asked me, “How is it going?” has gra-

ciously extended care and compassion for me. I am so 

thankful for being here. I look forward to coming to 

church everyday to be a part of the mission of our 

church. Even when we have to be socially distanced I 

feel that there is a cohesiveness that is holding us to-

gether until we can safely meet together. 

For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope.  For who hopes for what is seen?   

But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. Romans 8: 24-25 



 

 

Augustana is worshipping online in December 

 

Drive-In Worship—LAST SERVICE IN THE PARKING LOT ON  

NOVEMBER 29 
 

Celebration Worship—LAST SERVICE IN FELLOWSHIP HALL 

ON NOVEMBER 22. IN-PERSON WORSHIP CANCELLED UNTIL 

FURTHER NOTICE 

Due to the increase in COVID-19 cases across Minnesota, in-

person worship is cancelled until further notice. Your safety 

and the safety of our worship team are our primary concern.  
  

Online Worship 

Participate in worship from the safety and comfort of your 

home at a time that works for you. This pre-recorded service 

includes meditative prelude music, scripture, sermon, prayers, 

and congregational hymns. Worship videos are available by 

8:00 am each Sunday and can be viewed at any time at au-

gustana.com, select New Ways to Gather/COVID-19 from the 

upper menu or visit our Facebook page, or YouTube channel.  

 

 
 

To help you prepare for worship, below you will find the 

preaching text for each Sunday in December and Christmas 

Eve.  
 

December 6—Second Sunday in Advent 

Lesson: Joel 2:12-13, 28-29  
 

December 13—Third Sunday in Advent 

Lesson: Isaiah 61:1-11  
 

December 20—Fourth Sunday in Advent 

Virtual Christmas Music Sunday 

Lesson: Luke 1:26-56  
 

December 24—Christmas Eve 

Lesson: Luke 2:1-20  
 

Virtual Family Worship—Join Pastor Deb and Cathy Hen-

drikson for a fun family worship experience.  
 

Virtual Candlelight Worship—Be inspired by scripture, ser-

mon, and beautiful music. The order of worship will be simi-

lar to services in past years culminating in the lighting of 

candles as we sing Silent Night. 
 

December 27—First Sunday of Christmas 

Lesson: Luke 2:21-38  

Births: 

 Adelyn Audrey Navara, daughter of Wesley and 

Cassie Navara, born on October 27. 

 Sophia Hanna Libby, daughter of Sarah and Jon 

Libby born on October 31.  

 

Baptisms: 

 Brooks Randall Bjorklund, son of Jack and Maken-

zie Bjorklund. Sponsors for Brooks are Reid 

Bjorklund and Mikayla Garibay. 
 

Deaths: 

 Douglas Engebretson, husband of Jane Engrebret-

son, died on October 23. 

Augustana has begun the 

process of creating our 

Giving Plan for our local 

mission partners as well as 

Augustana ministries. Thank you to the 326 individuals/

families that have completed their Giving Plan. If you 

would like to submit your Giving Plan, please visit augusta-

na.com, select GIVE, then Create Giving Plan Online. Thank 

you for your generosity!   

New addition to Augustana’s  

Paraments & Banner Collection 
 

The new white banners you saw in the background of our 

online All Saints worship service were created by Carla 

Walgren, a liturgical artist whose creativity has enhanced 

many worship spaces in the Twin Cities area for decades. 

She is the niece of Leland Sateren, well known choral con-

ductor and composer from Augsburg University in the 

1940s-1970s.  She is married to Mike Walgren, the long-

time former business manager of the Augsburg Centennial 

Singers. 
 

The banners consist of flowing ribbons of varying widths 

and textures in white, silver, and gold. These liturgical col-

ors represent the highest festivals of the church year—

Easter, All Saints, Christmas, Epiphany, Transfiguration, and 

Christ the King. The banners are also appropriate for wed-

dings and baptisms. Randomly attached to the ribbons are 

small bells, which one can hear when the banners are in 

motion. It all comes together to create a marvelous festive 

energy of sight and sound to enhance our worship experi-

ences for years to come.  



 

 

 Holiday Memorial   

We will have a virtual Holiday Memorial Service 

on Saturday, December 12. The service will be  

pre-recorded and posted at augustana.com and 

Augustana social media by 8:00 am Saturday 

morning. You can view it any time after 8:00 am 

and throughout the week. This service is a beauti-

ful time of remembering and healing for those 

who have lost a loved one. You are invited to pre-

pare a photo or memento of your loved one and a candle to light as an act of 

remembrance. Join us virtually for this special time during a challenging holi-

day season. To view the video, visit augustana.com, select New Ways to Gath-

er/COVID-19 from the upper menu. Scroll down to Most Recent Offering, select 

the Holiday Memorial Service video.  

 

Y-U Research Study  

Trouble keeping physically active? Missing connecting with others? Exercising 

regularly and socializing with others are critical for our health and well-being. 

The University of Minnesota with the YMCA of the North is offering two free 

online educational programs made possible through an NIH funded research 

project.  
 

Connect with others from the comfort of your own home and learn about how 

mindfulness and other self-care strategies can help you stay healthy and well. 

Want to learn more? 

Visit https://

www.csh.umn.edu/

YUstudy or call 612-

626-2224 for more 

details. Compensa-

tion is provided to 

participants as well 

as an electronic de-

vice if needed. Joann 

Arneberg can pro-

vide more infor-

mation as well.  

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU, VOLUNTEERS!  

Augustana has an army of amazing volun-

teers who have continued to serve and 

care for our congregation during this ex-

tended time of COVID-19 precautions. 

Your efforts do not go unnoticed! There 

are many Befrienders and Care Team 

members and Gathering volunteers and 

others who have continued their ministry 

of caring and compassion. We hear of your 

kindness and we are thankful and blessed 

to see God work in our church family to 

keep us together in spirit when we can’t 

gather in the church building. THANK YOU! 

 

prayers@augustana.com 

During these challenging days of the 

COVID-19 pandemic, know that your Au-

gustana staff and pastors want to hear 

from you! If you have a prayer request, are 

hospitalized, are facing a new diagnosis or 

family crisis, have added a family member, 

or just want to touch base, please call us. 

Prayer requests can also be sent to pray-

ers@augustana.com.  

 

Caregiver Support Via Phone, 

Email or Zoom: 

Lyngblomsten, our partner in ministry to 

seniors and their families dealing with 

memory loss and other debilitating diagno-

ses, have many options for Caregiver Sup-

port. Call 651.414.5291 or visit https://

www.lyngblomsten.org/community-

services/caregiver-resources/ 

to learn about what they have to offer:  

 Caregiver Support Groups via Zoom 

 Caregiver Coaching: REACH 

(Resources for Alzheimer's Caregiver 

Health) 

 Telephone Support 

 Emails for Caregivers with Activity 

Suggestions for Persons with Demen-

tia 

https://www.csh.umn.edu/YUstudy
https://www.csh.umn.edu/YUstudy
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Fear has been running rampant in our lives for a long time. Because animals live in 

the present moment, they experience what is known as True Fear. Molly, my re-

triever is afraid of loud noises and thunder. As herd animals, the goats all respond 

by racing into the barn when young Johnny snorts out a warning. This leaves the 

llamas with a perplexed look wondering what all the fuss is about! Yet, I have 

seen the llamas fear of invasion move them into action. Once, our resident 

groundhog ambled into their pasture, the llamas unsympathetically escorted him 

out. The chickens, well they are chicken; they are frightened by most everything 

and run around like their heads are cut off. True fear is immediate and is meant to 

be short lived. Animals quickly rebound to a calm routine once the danger has 

passed. 
 

We also experience Real Fear; this is the type of fear that has you swerving out of 

the way when a car enters your lane. Our bodies produce hormones that help us 

focus, respond quickly and deftly. However, our imaginations also make up False 

Fears – this fear is rooted in emotions like anger, resentment, hatred, intolerance, 

depression, anxiety, shame and unresolved grief. This is the fear that says our 

lives are doomed if our political candidate of choice isn’t elected, or that if we 

don’t get what we want, we will be miserable. It is also all the things we worry 

about that never come true. Our brains can’t distinguish between True Fear and 

False Fear; all those hormones that help us during an episode of True Fear can kill 

us, body, mind, and soul when we constantly experience False Fear. It is our False 

Fears that disconnect us from the Divine. However, we can learn from our False 

Fears and let them cure us. 
 

If you would like to learn more about how to make this happen, join in the new 

hybrid course entitled “Becoming a Ripple of Faith”. Starting in the New Year this 

course will involve watching (at your leisure) a pre-recorded lesson and then par-

ticipating in a Zoom discussion the following week. Other topics will also be cov-

ered. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Advent Meditations 

Saturdays, December 5, 12, 19 
 

As part of our Saturday Prayer & Con-

templation video series, Stacy will offer 

three videos using a meditation from 

the book Preparing for Christmas: Daily 

Meditations for Advent by Richard 

Rohr. These videos can be found at au-

gustana.com, select New Ways to Gath-

er/COVID-19 from the upper menu bar. 

They will also be posted on our Face-

book page and YouTube channel. 

 

Another class option in the New 

Year will be a Zoom book study Caste: 

The Origins of Our Discontents by Isa-

bel Wilkerson. 

 

Coffee and Conversation will re-

sume again in January and offered in-

person, if possible, otherwise on Zoom.  

 

Reflections from the Farm will 

continue during the winter months. 

Make sure you sign up for my Constant 

Contact emails because they include 

more information about each video. 

Email secardwell@augustana.com if  

you want to be added to the email list. 

Full Winter event details will be in the 

January newsletter and my Constant 

Contact email. 

 

Zoom Assistance 

If you need assistance with ZOOM or 

other ways to stay connected, please 

contact the church office at 

651.457.3373 and we will try to walk 

you through the process.  

mailto:secardwell@augustana.com


 

 

Augustana’s First Ever Drive-Thru Nativity! 

Friday & Saturday, December 18 & 19 

6:00pm-8:00pm 

Come any time between 6-8 pm and follow the luminaries 

through the Augustana Parking lot with your family and friends.  

When you arrive, tune your radio to 90.1 for Christmas music. 

The Christmas Story will be told as you pass by eight different 

stations/scenes including Mary and Joseph enroute to Bethle-

hem, the shepherds in the field, the Wise Men, the manger, 

and more. Plan for 10-15 minutes to complete the drive-thru. 

Pick up your favorite bag of Fair Trade coffee, chocolate, nuts 

and more at the Bethlehem market as you conclude your expe-

rience. We hope to see you all there! 

 

LOTS OF VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

Friday & Saturday, December 18 & 19 

One hour shifts 6:00pm-8:00pm each night.  

Volunteers of all ages are needed to help make our drive-thru 

nativity a great event. Volunteers are needed to be in the drive-

thru scenes (no lines to memorize or perform), help with traffic 

flow, work in the Bethlehem Market and other general duties. 

Visit our Sign-Up genius post for available positions. This is a 

great opportunity for adults and youth of all ages, especially 

confirmation youth who need service credits. Search at signup-

genius.com with the email chendrikson@augustana.com or 

email Cathy at the above email for more information.  

 

Christmas Eve Family Worship 

Tune in anytime Christmas Eve to the Augustana Facebook 

page, the church website (select New Ways to Gather/COVID-

19 from the upper menu), or our YouTube page and join Pastor 

Deb and Cathy for a fun family worship experience.  

Open Air Bus Christmas Light Tour 

Friday, December 11 at 6:15pm & 7:00pm 

Saturday, December 12 at 7:45pm 

Cost $10 per person 

Don't let this cold and crazy winter stop you from having fun! In 

this unusual year, let's be bold, embrace the cold and make  

your holidays brighter by joining in this fun evening. There will 

be holiday lights, music, AND Santa and a lively Elf on each tour. 

We have 12 tickets for each time slot, which includes children 

of all ages and all adults. Everyone MUST have a ticket to get on 

the bus, no matter how old they are. Dress for the weather, 

bring a blanket to cover up with if it’s cold. Bring your own bev-

erages and snacks if you wish for the tour. Bus will pick us up at 

the Microtel Inn & Suites 5681 Bishop Ave, Inver Grove Heights 

and leave promptly at the tour time, so don’t be late or you’ll 

be left behind! Sign-up with Sign Up Genius and search with the 

email chendrikson@augustana.com or use this link, https://

www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0848AAAA22A0F94-christmas. 

Payment must be received within 5 days of signing up or spots 

will be deleted and opened up for others. Don’t wait to sign-up 

and pay as we only have these three dates/times. If there is 

more interest, more dates/times might become available.  

 

Wreaths Across America 

Saturday, December 19 

12:00pm at Fort Snelling National Cemetery 

Join other volunteers as we honor our brave 

men and women who are laid to rest at Fort 

Snelling by helping lay wreaths on each of 

their graves. All ages are welcome to participate. Please meet 

at the main entrance at 11:50am for a short program and to get 

directions. Sign-up either by emailing chendrik-

son@augustana.com or by searching sign-up genius with this 

same email.  

Did You Know…? 

There are many free or low cost virtual events you can take part in! During this pandemic one of the things I miss the most is going 

to shows and concerts with friends. I have discovered that there are many great streaming performances I would have missed oth-

erwise. TPT 2 has some classical theatre performances on Friday nights. (Free), The History Theatre has some of its shows stream-

ing. (nominal cost), Broadway has specials (some are free) and many concerts, like Josh Groban, Trans Siberian Orchestra and the 

Bach Society, are being streamed for under $40. A Christmas Carol is also available for a reasonable fee from the Guthrie. Your 

whole family can enjoy these shows and concerts. I encourage you to give one of them a try, it is a nice break and you can watch 

on your schedule. Just google virtual theater or concerts and see what pops up that might interest you.  

mailto:chendrikson@augustana.com
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1. Write down 3-5 things for which you are grateful. 

2. Do a chore for someone in your family. 

3. Bake holiday cookies.  

4. List 3-5 things that bring you joy this season.  

5. Write down 3 unique qualities God loves about you. Put 

that list in place you’ll see it often!  

6. Help a neighbor with a chore (shoveling, walking the dog, 

hanging Christmas decorations).  

7. Read Matthew 1:18-25. 

8. Plan a holiday activity for your family and do it together! 

(Ideas: movie night, Christmas light tour, sledding, deco-

rating gingerbread house).  

9. List 3-5 things that fill you with hope.  

10. Share holiday cookies with others (friends, neighbors, mail 

carrier, etc.).  

11. Start your day with a gratitude prayer.  

12. Tell a friend what you appreciate most about them.  

13. Write down 3-5 things for which you are grateful.  

14. Send a card to someone important in your life.  

15. Drink hot chocolate and read The Polar Express.  

16. Write down 3-5 things for which you are grateful.  

17. Make Christmas/Holiday cards for a nursing home near 

you. 

18. Do something that brings you peace and leaves you refu-

eled.  

19. Go for a winter wonderland walk. Be present! What do you 

hear, smell, and see?  

20. Make a meal or help make a meal for your family. 

21. Send a thank you note to someone. 

22. Thank someone for making a difference. 

23. Read Luke 2:1-20. 

24. Surprise someone important to you with a homemade, 

personalized, gift. (maybe a letter, quality time together, or 

a special treat).  
 

Bonus Activity: Candy Cane bomb an area around you (the 

houses on your block, the other apartments on your floor, the 

cars on your street).  

 
Random Acts of Advent  

Use this Random Acts of Advent calendar to fill the season of Advent with  

kindness, gratitude, and  fun. See what joy you bring to others and find for yourself as  

you complete these daily activities.   

   Note to confirmation students 
 

   If you complete the Random Acts of Advent you can earn a Faith Habit Practice. You can  

   choose if you’d like this to count towards a Learn & Grow practice or an Act practice.  

Senior High Sunday  

Sunday, December 13 at 6:00pm on Zoom 
 

Augustana youth & friends in grades 9 –12 are invited to join 

an online gingerbread contest. From the comfort of your 

own home we’ll gather on Zoom to see who can make the 

best gingerbread house within the guidelines shared at the 

beginning of our gathering. Supplies will be provided ahead 

of time. Email Abby, anorlinweaver@augustana.com, by 

December 9 if you’d like to participate.  

Confirmation Holiday Break  

December 23, 30, January 6, & 13 
 

We will be taking a longer break this year 

due to the challenges and unknowns of 

COVID-19. The Confirmation Winter/

Spring schedule will be sent in the Confir-

mation Connection email and posted on 

the Augustana website.  

mailto:anorlinweaver@augustana.com


 

 

Poinsettia  

Delivery 
 

Augustana will be 

delivering poinsettia 

plants to our home-

bound members 

before the Christmas holiday. We need vol-

unteers to help deliver. All deliveries will be 

done in a COVID-safe way. If you are availa-

ble to help, please call the church office and 

sign up: 651.457.3373. Poinsettias can be 

picked up at Augustana beginning Monday, 

December 14 during church office business 

MN Child Waiting for Adoption 
 

In support of mission 

partner, Lutheran So-

cial Service (LSS), each 

month we present the 

photo and information 

of a child currently in 

MN foster care 

awaiting adoption. There are over 900 chil-

dren awaiting adoption in MN.  
 

Larry is 11 years old and is known for his 

goofiness and sense of humor. He enjoys 

playing outside, superheroes and drawing. 

He's interested in science, math and geogra-

phy. He hopes to be part of a family who 

likes to travel and see new places like he 

does. Larry also enjoys trying new foods, but 

his favorites are spaghetti and chicken 

wings. 
 

Larry would do best in a home with two 

parents and no other children. He has sib-

lings he'd need to remain connected to after 

adoption.  
 

To learn more, visit chlss.org or contact his 

worker, Katie Haugen 

at katie.haugen@chlss.org. 

 

 

Virtual Giving Fair 

December 1-10 

 

 
 

 

Our mission partners count on donations from the generous people at Augusta-

na during the holidays. Below are links and ways you can still give during the 

holiday season without leaving your home.  
 
  

Adopt-a-Family from Neighbors Inc 

For more information or to select a family to adopt, visit Neighbors Inc at: 

neighborsmn.org/donate/holiday-donations 
 

Neighbors Sponsor a Holiday Meal—Meals are $40 

Checks can be made payable to Augustana with “Holiday Meal” in the memo 

and sent to church office.  
  

ELCA Good Gifts 

To purchase animals, PPE, hygiene supplies, etc for those in need around the 

world, visit: goodgifts.elca.org 
   

My Very Own Bed 

Items needed: Twin size sheets, mattress pads, comforters or Bed-in-a-Bag can 

be dropped off in the church office and we will deliver them to My Very Own 

Bed in Minneapolis.  
  

Guatemala Scholarship and Tanzania Widow’s Might Fund 

Checks can be made payable to Augustana with “Guatemala Scholarship Fund 

or Tanzania Widow’s Might” in the memo of your check and sent to the church 

office.  
 

Rezek House and Life Haven/LSS of MN  

For a list of what is needed at both of these places, visit augustana.com, select 

ACT/Serve Our Local Community.   
 

Adopt-a-Teen/ LSS of MN 

For more information or to adopt a teen, visit:  lssmn.org/services/youth-
homelessness/twin-cities/sponsor-a-youth/signup  
 

Foster Care Programs/ LSS of MN 

Items needed include: winter hats, mittens, scarves, jackets, snow pants, board 

games, card games, puzzles, activity books, and crayons, for children of all ages. 

Items can be dropped off in the church office. Please mark your items with LSS 

Foster Care.  
 

Lyngblomsten’s Annual Spirit of Giving Program for residents and tenants. 

Visit augustana.com/ACT/Serve Our Local Community for a list of requested 

items. 

http://chlss.org
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This holiday season will be unlike any we’ve ever known. Family gatherings will be smaller or cancelled completely, 

holiday traditions that include shows and concerts aren’t being held and Christmas Eve services will be different than 

we are used to. But, if we take a moment to remember that the season is about Jesus’ birth and what that means for 

us, it is easier to take a deep breath, be guided by our faith and remember that we do have a lot to celebrate.  

One way to deal with uncertainty is to turn it into a question. “What if we made THIS Christmas about the gift of 

Christ rather than material things – what would Christmas look like?” Could we be more kind to ourselves and our 

earth? 
 

Life is especially stressful right now – and “the holidays” often add to that for many people. Here are a few sugges-

tions to help you minimize the stress AND create some earth-friendlier gifts. 
 

Give family and friends a pretty notebook that they could use as a Gratitude Journal. Taking time every day to re-

member you have much to be grateful for can keep your stress at bay. It also gives you a record of what is going on in 

our world right now.   
 

Gift a microgreens garden. These can be grown in a windowsill – even during a cold, dark Minnesota winter. Having 

fresh greens to add to soups and sandwiches not only improves your diet, but will brighten your home. 
 

Gift a subscription to a book service to read or listen to or a movie streaming service. This will allow your loved one 

the chance to have new content without going out to buy it. 
 

If your family has developed a new hobby during this pandemic (such as cooking or baking),  give copies of your fa-

vorite recipes or even an old favorite cookbook that you are willing to share. Buy some special ingredients that could 

be enjoyed in the recipes (special chocolates, fancy jams, etc). 
 

For kids, consider the symbolic adoption of a favorite animal through the World Wildlife Federation. This is a great 

way to spark interest in learning about an animal and it’s place in our world. 
 

Purchase a family membership to the MN Zoo or Science Museum. This gives the family something to look forward to 

doing together.   
 

Set up a family Zoom reunion. You could sing carols, play a game or just have a family chat.   
 

Be creative, but most importantly, remember WHY we celebrate Christmas and what that gift means to all of us.   

 
 Christmas and Caring for Creation in a Pandemic 
 

 This trust in God, this faith, is the firm foundation under everything that  

   makes life worth living.  Hebrews 11:1 

 

EarthKeepers: Diane Blake, Shari Hansen, Carol Hall, Bill Larson,  

Jim McClosky, Twila Peterson, Scott Thorson, Barb & Jonathan Wagner  
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December is always a fun month for preschoolers as they wait for Christmas to arrive. This year 

Christmas gatherings will probably be different for most families but we are trying to make things 

at preschool feel as normal as we can. We will be learning about germs (although I feel like the 

kids are pretty well versed on this subject!), books by Laura Numeroff, and of course, Christmas 

and the birth of Jesus.  

 

Usually in December we have a Christmas program that all 

are welcome to attend. We will not be having a live program 

this year, however, we are planning to record the kids and 

share the video with their families. Miss Katie and I are also 

having the 4 year old class put on a short skit that includes 

singing, some props and costumes. Stay tuned.  

 

I wish you all a Merry Christmas and 2021 has to be better! 

 

 Peace. 

     
Teri Collins 
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   Celebrate Christmas with Augustana  

     . . . from the comfort of your own home 

 

Christmas Music Sunday 

Sunday, December 20    
 

        O Come, O Come,  

            Emmanuel 
Join us for our Virtual Christmas Music Sunday. We will gather 

online to celebrate the coming of our Savior through scripture and 

music! 
 

This celebratory service will include scripture and traditional Ad-

vent hymns and Christmas carols performed by Augustana musi-

cians along with harpist, Jim Buxton. Augustana’s Senior Choir, as 

well as instrumentalists playing harp, violin, flute, oboe, and hand 

bells have recently recorded the music that you will hear on De-

cember 20th.   
 

The utmost caution was taken to keep musicians and worship 

leaders safe as we created this  holiday service video. Choir mem-

bers who chose to be part of this recording were recorded in small 

groups while wearing masks and being socially distanced.  

 

 

Christmas Eve Worship 

Thursday, December 24    
 

Plan to include one or both of our 

online Christmas Eve worship op-

tions as part of your Christmas celebration. Both services will be 

pre-recorded and available after 8:00 am on the 24th at augusta-

na.com and augustana social media. To access videos, visit au-

gustana.com, select New Ways to Gather/COVID-19 from the 

upper menu bar.  
 

Family Worship— Join Pastor Deb and Cathy Hendrikson for a 

short family worship experience.  
 

Candlelight Worship—Be inspired by the scripture and sermon, 

as well as beautiful music by organ, strings, harp, and singers. 

The order of this service will be similar to services in past years 

culminating in the lighting of candles as we sing Silent Night.   


