
 

 

  

 

When our decisions, big and small 

are informed by our faith, we create 

a ripple effect of good and positive 

consequences in our world. A kind 

word, a smile, a compliment all have 

the power to transform someone's 

day. 
 

During the month of January we en-

courage you to use words of kind-

ness and encouragement to create 

positive ripples. Share a word of in-

spiration with someone each day.  

 

See what happens when you are 

generous in your thoughts, words, 

and actions! 

 

Here are some ideas to get you 

started. 

Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good works. 

      —HEBREWS 10:24  

  Happy New Year!  
   What Ripple Effects of Faith will you create in 2021?  

 

1. I’m grateful for you. 

2. You have great ideas. 

3. I believe in you. 

4. You are important. 

5. You make me proud. 

6. You are loved. 

7. I appreciate you.  

8. I believe in you. 

9. You are worth it. 

10. Don’t be afraid of yourself. 

11. It’s good to be curious. 

12. We all make mistakes, it’s OK. 

13. I understand you. 

14. You can say no. 

15. We can try it your way. 

16. You don’t have to be perfect to    
       be amazing. 

17. That was really brave. 

 

 

18. You are enough. 

19. It’s OK to be scared. 

20. Even if you make a mistake, you  
       can fix it. 

21. Your ideas are great. 

22. You don’t have to do what  
everyone else is doing. 

23. You can make a difference.  

24. I love how you said that. 

25. I’m listening. 

26. You did that so well. 

27. You have a choice. 

28. That’s a great question. 

29. You are a great friend. 

30. You’re attitude can change any  
       situation.  

31. Don’t compare yourself to anyone 

else.  
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By now I hope that all of you have been able to watch In-

tern Pastor Michael Poeschl’ s goodbye message, posted on 

our web page under New Ways to Gather, select Communi-

ty & Compassion heading. Michael made the difficult deci-

sion to end his internship in December. After much prayer 

and discernment, he came to the realization that he is not 

called to be a pastor. It took a lot of strength and courage 

for Michael to come to this decision and I support him in 

that choice. In the sense that he used his time at Augustana 

to figure this out means that Michael had a successful in-

ternship. Please keep Michael in your prayers as he seeks 

out new ways to serve God. If you would like to send Mi-

chael a card wishing him well and thanking him for his time 

at Augustana, send it to the church office and we will see 

that he receives the cards. 
 

I am also saddened to share with you that our business 

administrator, Brandt Richardson will be retiring from his 

role at Augustana effective March 31, 2021. Brandt has 

done an incredible job of stewarding the congregation’s 

resources in his time here. He is a gifted administrator and 

leader and has worked hard at continuing to update our 

financial practices and procedures. He has also shepherded 

significant on-going upgrades to our campus, including new 

windows in the sanctuary, a new roof on the sanctuary a 

new roof in the office area, as well as numerous smaller, 

yet very important projects in our building. Brandt is look-

ing forward to spending more time with his grandchildren 

and traveling, [when it is safe to travel again] with his wife 

Mary. Thanks Brandt, for your call to serve this congrega-

tion in such a faithful manner. 
 

Christmas reminds us that Jesus is the light of the world. As 

the light of Christ ripples in and through our lives, we are 

pulled into new opportunities and new life each day. I 

know that 2021 will bring more change and new challenges 

for us all. Because we are led by the Holy Spirit and the 

light of Christ, we move into 2021 with hope and resolve as 

people who have seen the salvation prepared for us by 

God. 
 

For this gift and power, we say thanks be to God. 

Pastor Aune 

As I write this article before we celebrate Christmas, I want 

to share with you one of my favorite post-Christmas stories 

from Luke’s Gospel. 
 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Sime-

on; this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to 

the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 

It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would 

not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guid-

ed by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when 

the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what 

was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms 

and praised God, saying, “Master, now you are dismissing 

your servant in peace, according to your word; for my eyes 

have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the 

presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles 

and for glory to your people Israel.”   Luke 2:25-32 
 

There are two things I want to draw your attention to in 

this story that are important for us as we move from 2020 

into 2021. Notice the prominent role the Holy Spirit plays in 

Simeon’s life and how Simeon was guided by the Holy Spir-

it. It was the Holy Spirit that led him to see Jesus. Once Sim-

eon sees Jesus and holds him in his arms, he is ready to 

move on in thanks and praise for God’s gift of a savior. 
 

My hope is that you were able to see Jesus at Christmas 

2020. That the Holy Spirit led you to the manger and 

opened your eyes and your heart to witness once more 

God’s answer to all of life’s challenges and heartbreak. 

Even though much was different about Christmas 2020, the 

message was the same. Christ is born and we rejoice in this 

gift of salvation. 
 

Secondly, it is the Holy Spirit that promises to lead us and 

guide us as we move into a new year. There is much of 

what we want to leave behind from 2020, but now more 

than ever we need to rely on the Holy Spirit to lead us and 

give us power. This is how Simeon was able to move for-

ward in peace. God promises that same gift to us. As we 

begin a new year, the Holy Spirit will empower you, cre-

ating ripples of love and hope through your life and 

through your church. 
 

 

 



 

 

Augustana Worshipping Online in January  

 

 

Your safety and the safety of our 

worship team are our primary con-

cern. We offer two online worship 

experiences and invite you to partici-

pate in either worship service from the safety and comfort of 

your own home in January.   
 

Bulletins and announcements are posted for both services on 

the homepage. To access the bulletins (they are in the same 

post), scroll down to the green box that says online bulletin. 

 

Online Traditional Worship 

This pre-recorded service includes medita-

tive prelude music, scripture, sermon, pray-

ers, and congregational hymns. Worship 

videos are available by 8:00 am each Sunday 

and can be viewed at any time at augusta-

na.com, select New Ways to Gather/COVID-

19 from the upper menu or visit our Face-

book page, or YouTube channel.  

 

Online Celebration Worship 

This pre-recorded worship includes praise 

music provided by the Celebration Band, 

relevant message, and blessing. Videos 

are posted on the Augustana Facebook 

page or YouTube channel.  

 

 

 

 

To help you prepare for worship, below you will find the 

preaching text for each Sunday in January.   
 

January 3—Second Sunday in Christmas; Luke 2:41-52  
 

January 10—Baptism of Our Lord; Luke 3:1-22  
 

January 17—Second Sunday in Epiphany; Luke 4:14-30  
 

January 24—Third Sunday in Epiphany; Luke 5:1-11  
 

January 31—Fourth Sunday in Epiphany; Luke 6:1-16  

Births: 

• William Warren Olson, son of Dylan and Abby Olson, 

born on September 27. 
 

Baptisms: 

• Adelyn Audrey Navara, daughter of Wesley and Cassie  

        Navara. Sponsors for Adelyn are Chad and Stephanie   

         Becher. 

• William Warren Olson, son of Dylan and Abby Olson.  

        Sponsors for William are Ben Roff and Alishia Saucier. 
 

Deaths: 

• Gladys Lossow, mother of Sheryl Burkhardt and grand-

mother of Hilary Wagner. 

• Carol Bailey, mother of Russell Bailey. 

• Diane Youness, wife of Don and mother of Brent. 

• Rev. Oliver Dewald, father of Barb Wagner, grandfather 

of Sean and Benjamin.  

• Sandy Heikkila.  

• Larry Nyberg, husband of Clarice. 
 

Congratulations: 

Augustana member Patty Bjorklund was ordained into the 

ministry of Word and Sacrament of the ELCA on December 

12. Patti has accepted a call to First Lutheran Church in 

Brainerd, MN. 
 

Eric Nelson (former Augustana intern) was called to serve as 

part-time associate pastor at St. Philips Lutheran Church in 

Fridley, MN. At the time of this printing, details were not yet 

available for Eric’s ordination.  

 

Augustana Baptism Classes 

If you desire baptism for yourself, an infant, or child, we ask 

that you attend a baptism class led by Pastor Deb Kielsmei-

er. During this time of COVID-19, these 45 minutes classes 

will be conducted over Zoom. We will discuss the meaning 

of Christian Baptism and the importance of this sacrament. 

Please contact Barb Rolfes at brolfes@augustana.com to 

reserve a spot in one of the classes below.  
 

Sunday, January 10 at noon 

Wednesday, February 10 at 6:00 pm 

Sunday, March 7 at noon  

https://augustana.com/ways-to-gather/
https://augustana.com/ways-to-gather/
https://www.facebook.com/AugustanaLutheranWSP
https://www.facebook.com/AugustanaLutheranWSP
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIW7j6nUKpy_m_w5KZMhwFg?view_as=subscriber
https://www.facebook.com/AugustanaLutheranWSP
https://www.facebook.com/AugustanaLutheranWSP
https://www.youtube.com/user/AugustanalutheranWSP/videos
mailto:brolfes@augustana.com


 

 

 The Ripple Effect of Faith: Energized to Act 

As stated on of our Faith Practice cards: “Your 

compassion and care may be all that is needed 

to change someone’s life.”  

Call your Augustana friends! As we continue to 

work together to prevent the spread of COVID-

19, many of us are feeling a little lonelier and 

more isolated, especially during this Christmas 

season that is typically full of gatherings and spe-

cial events. If you are reading this, please take a 

moment now to call someone that might need to 

hear a friendly voice today. You will be amazed at 

how a simple phone call can brighten someone’s 

day (and your own as well!).  

 

 

Book Recommendation: Augustana owns 2 copies of this excellent book. 

If you would like to borrow a copy, contact Joann Arneberg, Faith Community 

Nurse. OR purchase a copy and read it and then share it with a friend or family 

member. Let’s get comfortable discussing mental illness as a church. 

 

Fear Gone Wild: A Story of Mental Illness, Suicide, and Hope 

Through Loss by Kayla Stoecklein 
 

A pastor's wife's shattering, yet ultimately hopeful story of 

her husband's death by suicide, her journey to understand 

mental illness, and the light she found in the darkness. 
 

On August 25, 2018, Kayla Stoecklein lost her husband, An-

drew--megachurch pastor of Inland Hills Church in Chino, California--to sui-

cide. In the wake of the tragedy, she embarked on a brave journey to better 

understand his harrowing battle with mental illness and, ultimately, to over-

come the stigma of suicide. 
 

Fear Gone Wild is her intimate account of all that led to that tragic day, includ-

ing her husband's panic attacks and debilitating bouts of anxiety and depres-

sion. Despite their deep faith in God and the countless prayers of many believ-

ers, Andrew was never healed of his illness. Turning to Scripture for answers, 

she discovered that God uses wilderness experiences to prepare His children--

including Jesus--for his greater purpose and to work miracles inside our souls. 
 

With a clear-eyed acknowledgment of how misguided and misinformed she 

was about mental illness, Kayla Stoecklein shares her story in hopes that any-

one walking through the wilderness of mental illness will be better equipped 

for the journey and will learn to put their hope in Jesus through it all. 

In this time of COVID-19, we pray: 
 

When we aren't sure, God, help us be calm; 

when information comes from all sides, 

correct and not, help us to discern; when 

fear makes it hard to breathe, and anxiety 

seems to be the order of the day, slow us 

down, God; help us to reach out with our 

hearts, when we can't touch with our 

hands; help us to be socially connected, 

when we have to be socially distant; help 

us to love as perfectly as we can, knowing 

that "perfect love casts out all fear." For 

the doctors, we pray, for the nurses, we 

pray, for the technicians and the janitors 

and the aides and the caregivers, we pray, 

for the researchers and theorists, the epi-

demiologists and investigators, for those 

who are sick, and those who are grieving, 

we pray, for all who are affected, all 

around the world… we pray for safety, for 

health, for wholeness. May we feed the 

hungry, give drink to the thirsty, clothe the 

naked and house those without homes; 

may we walk with those who feel they are 

alone, and may we do all that we can to 

heal the sick—in spite of the epidemic, in 

spite of the fear. Help us, O God, that we 

might help each other. In the love of the 

Creator, in the name of the Healer, in the 

life of the Holy Spirit that is in all and with 

all, we pray. May it be so. 

—A prayer during times of COVID-19 by 

the Right Rev. Richard Bott, originally post-

ed on Facebook.  

 

Prayers@augustana.com 

During these challenging days, know that 

your Augustana staff and pastors want to 

hear from you! If you have a prayer re-

quest, are hospitalized, are facing a new 

diagnosis or family crisis, have added a 

family member, or just want to touch base, 

please call us. Prayer requests can also be 

sent to prayers@augustana.com.  

 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/photo/48856820-fear-gone-wild
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/19745704.Kayla_Stoecklein
mailto:prayers@augustana.com
mailto:prayers@augustana.com
mailto:prayers@augustana.com


 

 

 

Book Study ZOOM Discussions Sundays, 7:00 – 8:00 pm 

Caste: The Origins of our Discontents – Named one of the ten best books of 

the year!  
 

We will be studying the book Caste: The Origins of our Discontents by Isabel 

Wilkerson.  

In this brilliant book, Isabel Wilkerson gives us a masterful portrait of an un-

seen phenomenon in America as she explores how America today and 

throughout its history has been shaped by a hidden caste system, a rigid hier-

archy of human rankings. Beyond race, class, or other factors, there is a pow-

erful caste system that influences people’s lives and behavior and the nation’s 

fate. 
 

Books can be purchased through Amazon and eBay. Please have the assigned 

part of the book read prior to the ZOOM discussion. Even if you have already 

read the book, we would love to have you join the discussions. 
 

ZOOM discussion Sunday 7:00 – 8:00 pm dates: 
 

January 10 – Discussion on Part 1 of the book 

January 24 – Discussion on Part 2 of the book 

February 7 – Discussion on Part 3 of the book 

February 21–Discussion on Part 4, chapters 10-14 of the book 

March 7 – Discussion on Part 4, chapters 15-18 of the book 

 

Becoming a Ripple of Faith 

Becoming a positive ripple of faith is not an overwhelming task, but it does 

involve the intention to gain insight into our perceptions and behaviors. This 

winter I am offering a unique way to discover some interesting consequences 

of our thoughts and behaviors.  
 

On Tuesday, January 12, an educational video will be available at augusta-

na.com (under New Ways to Gather, select the Faith & Learning heading) for 

you to watch about true fear/false fear and how fear can make you sick. 
 

The following Tuesday, January 19, we will have a ZOOM discussion from 7:00

-8:00 pm to talk about the video and answer questions. 
 

On Tuesday, January 26 you can watch another video at augustana.com on 

how fear can cure you to make positive ripples of faith. 
 

The following Tuesday, February 2, we will have a ZOOM discussion from 7:00

-8:00 to discuss the video and answer questions.  

 Psalms on Sundays  

January 10 – February 14, 10 - 11 am 

Pastors Aune and Kielsmeier 

On ZOOM 
 

The book of Psalms, the hymnal of ancient 

Israel, has been continuously used for thou-

sands of years. Full of poetry, prayers and 

hymns that express hope, lament and 

praise, it connects deeply to our own expe-

rience of God. Join the pastors as we dive 

into this book to explore several genres of 

Psalms and how they connect with our own 

prayer life and the liturgy of the church.  

Please contact Barb Rolfes at brol-

fes@augustana.com to receive a ZOOM link 

to the class.   

  

Women’s Coffee and Conversation 

Mondays, 10:00 -11:00 am on ZOOM 
 

Women’s Coffee and Conversation will be 

offered in four-week sessions. The first ses-

sion will begin on January 11 through Feb-

ruary 1. Each class will include instruction 

and discussion on a topic that connects our 

faith and life. 

 

Where Faith Meets Life Bible Study 

Wednesdays at 6:00 pm on ZOOM 

Join one of the pastors for this Bible study 

focusing on the preaching text for the up-

coming Sunday. To be part of this online 

study and discussion, contact Barb Rolfes in 

the church office at brol-

fes@augustana.com or 651.457.3373. 

 

Reflections from the Farm videos will 

also be offered throughout the winter. 

It’s a new program season! All of our winter Adult Education programs will be virtual. Please read each description carefully and 

sign up with Stacy at secardwell@augustana.com for all programs. You will get a confirmation email from me with further in-

structions for each class. There is no limit on the number of participants for any of the programs. 

mailto:brolfes@augustana.com
mailto:brolfes@augustana.com
mailto:brolfes@augustana.com
mailto:brolfes@augustana.com
mailto:secardwell@augustana.com


 

 

 

Grandparent  

Resources 
 

Are you a grandparent that has or wants to have a spiritual role 

in your grandchildren’s lives? Here is a great website that offers 

a weekly blog, resources, and weekly Grand Monday Nights 

online seminars for grandparents: Legacycoalition.com. 

 

2021 Camp Wapo Registration 

As of right now, Camp Wapo is planning for campers to attend 

camp in person this summer. As they did last year, Camp Wapo 

staff will keep an eye on what COVID is doing and will take its 

recommendations from the CDC, MDH & the WDH when mak-

ing any decisions. Registration begins on Friday, January 15 

online at campwapo.org.  
 

Augustana’s dates are: 

July 9-11— Seeds Weekend (finishing 1st-3rd grade)  

July 11—16 (for those finishing 4th-11th grade) 

All registrations is done online through Camp Wapo. Space is 

limited, so don’t wait to register your camper, even if things are 

unknown right now.  

 

2021 Summer Camps at Augustana 

No decisions have been made at this time for any camps at 

Augustana this summer. If we can’t meet in person, as was the 

case last summer, we will again do VBS online with families 

picking up VBS kits for the week. Please watch the February 

newsletter for more information and dates.  

Epiphany at Home 
 

Epiphany, celebrated at the end 

of the 12 Days of Christmas,  

is January 6, 2021.   
 

Epiphany is a Christian holiday 

primarily commemorating the 

Magi's (the three kings) visit to 

the baby Jesus and the baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist. 

Here are a few things you can do to celebrate Epiphany with 

your family: 
 

• Bless your house…It is tradition to mark with chalk over a 

doorway on your house the following 20+C+M+B+21, 

which is the year and the first letter of the three wisemen’s 

names. After you mark it, you can say this blessing. “God of 

Light bless our home. Make it a haven of rest for all those 

in need of your warmth and care. When we go out from 

this place, may we never lose sight of Epiphany Star. We 

mark our doors with the symbols of the Magi. May all who 

enter throughout the year, find love and light; for Christ has 

come to dwell in this home and in these hearts.”  
 

• Read the Epiphany narrative in the Bible, Mark 2:1-12 
 

• Have a snack in the shape of a star…a star fruit, cut an ap-

ple in half the hamburger way and see the star in the mid-

dle, it could also be a star shaped cookie or sandwich.  

      Ornament Take & Make Event from the Comfort of your Own Car & Home 

Thank you to everyone who registered and picked up an ornament take  

and make kit. We had 40 families of all ages participate this year! 

Legacycoalition.com
campwapo.org


 

 

Confirmation Holiday Break  

December 23, 30, January 6, & 13 
 

We will be taking a longer break this year due to the chal-

lenges and unknowns of COVID-19. The Confirmation Win-

ter/Spring schedule can be found at augustana.com, scroll 

to the bottom of the page under quick links and select 

FORMS.  

 

 

 

 

Virtual Senior High Sunday  

January 10 & 24 at 6:30 pm  
 

Take time to connect with your church friends over ZOOM! 

We’ll leave our microphones and cameras on as we share 

highs & lows and have fun as we adapt our activities to be 

virtual. Join for one or both of our January gatherings! All 

students in grades 9-12 are invited! Contact Abby for the 

Zoom link if you’d like to participate.  

anorlinweaver@augustana.com.  
 

 

 
 

 

Virtual Sunday Morning  

Learn & Grow Series  

January 10, 17, 24, 31, 10:00-11:00 am  
 

Lets begin 2021 with the right intention! 

Join this four week series in January to 

set your intentions for the new year and 

learn to build habits to act on those 

intentions. 2020 brought lots of challenges and they won’t 

just disappear when the clock hits midnight on January 1, 

so focus on what we can control and make the new year 

better than last. This series will meet virtually for an hour 

on Sunday mornings. Students in grades 7-12 are welcome 

to participate. Email Abby at anorlinweav-

er@augustana.com by January 6 if you’d like to join.  

ZOOM links will only be sent those who have signed up in 

advance.   

Lenten Mentoring 2021 
 

It is time for confirmation students to begin thinking about 

who they would like to ask to be their mentor for Lenten 

Mentoring!  
 

Lenten Mentoring is a special part of the Confirmation Min-

istry here at Augustana; providing students the opportunity 

to learn and grow in their faith through conversations with 

an adult mentor from the congregation. Even though it will 

be different this year, this will remain an important part of 

our Confirmation program. Here are a few of the adjust-

ments you can expect for Lenten Mentoring.  
 

• Weekly introductions will be recorded and emailed out 

to students and mentors. 

• Discussion guides will be sent out via email with intro-

duction video.  

• It will be up to students and mentors to decided how 

and when they connect to discuss the lesson each 

week.  
 

We will begin on Ash Wednesday, February 17, 2021. Stu-

dents, it’s not too early to secure your mentor for this year! 

And, adults of Augustana, if a student asks you to be their 

mentor please strongly consider saying yes! More infor-

mation about Lenten Mentoring will be sent to confirma-

tion students and families in the coming weeks.  

 

mailto:anorlinweaver@augustana.com
mailto:anorlinweaver@augustana.com
mailto:anorlinweaver@augustana.com


 

 

Free Take-out Meals  

Tuesday, December 30, between 2-4 pm 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (located at 7600 Cahill 

Avenue - IGH)  
 

Lutheran Social Services and Good Shepherd Lutheran 

Church will be distributing 500 FREE take out meals on a first 

come first serve basis until all food is gone. In these difficult 

times, this is one way to help feed our hungry families and 

share God's love.  

MN Child Waiting for Adoption 
 

Each month we present the photo and 

information of a child currently in MN 

foster care awaiting adoption. There 

are over 900 children awaiting adop-

tion in MN.  
 

Marcellus, age 16, is a very engaging 

young man who loves to be active. He 

loves animals, especially dogs and hors-

es. He can be quiet when you first meet him but opens up 

quickly. He loves to get his hair, nails, and make-up done. 

Marcellus needs a family who can provide structure, commit-

ment, acceptance and understanding.  
 

To learn more, please contact Lensa Ahmed at  651.255.2355 

or lensa.ahmed@chlss.org. 

 

Thank you to everyone who generously participated in the 

Virtual Christmas Giving Fair and the Guatemala Hurricane 

Relief offering. The following totals are from Sunday, Decem-

ber 13. 

 
 

Guatemala Hurricane Relief:                    $5,450 
 
 
Giving Fair: 
 
Neighbors Inc Sponsor a Christmas Dinner     $4,020 
 
Guatemala Education Fund               $1,150   
     
Widows Might              $1,740 
 
Selian Hospital             $   250 
                         
My Very Own Bed                   $   100 

             
ELCA Good Gifts             $   260 

                         
Rezek House            $     70 

Community Volunteers Needed  

Every day we hear about more suicides and suicide attempts. 

Kids are experiencing high levels of isolation, stress, anxiety, 

sadness, anger. Metro area hospitals indicate a sharp in-

crease in mental health ER visits. Mobile Crisis Response 

teams (youth and adult) are overwhelmed.  
 

If you can help, please visit https://www.rccmhc.org/

volunteer.  

Some crisis intervention and resource coordination training 

will be offered. Most volunteer tasks can be done from your 

home (not in-person.) 
 

We Need: 

• Phone call "check-ins" with families to offer support and 
resource connections 

• Volunteer Coordination 

• Transportation/ package delivery 

• Care package assembly 

• Data entry 

• Texting Line (support and resource connections) 

• Support for our partner agencies 
 

If anyone has experience connecting/coordinating within the 

volunteer faith community, I would greatly welcome ideas.  

Wendy Goodman, Executive Director 

Ramsey County Children’s Mental Health Collaborative  

651-293-5951 

mailto:lensa.ahmed@chlss.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MBbHF9-bCNkJu3-fkrzAtdN-sqgHh1pRdUql0eb-9OOsx_x5YYsZtVgB6Jyee1shzG_3az9iJ0BqwvToGcGv7zm696ryipp6fsscYRT3V8Ca-jVC5PDvhjWr1QkcZ-nl0MSr1bjWh3CM2ftEfRHK6KqzccfDy1Wz&c=I3sl2e2lwZdLRrxJLQe0bSh44dxbvREz4xOYKLWdX4kgFBXto1O9hg==&ch=N7HTS
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MBbHF9-bCNkJu3-fkrzAtdN-sqgHh1pRdUql0eb-9OOsx_x5YYsZtVgB6Jyee1shzG_3az9iJ0BqwvToGcGv7zm696ryipp6fsscYRT3V8Ca-jVC5PDvhjWr1QkcZ-nl0MSr1bjWh3CM2ftEfRHK6KqzccfDy1Wz&c=I3sl2e2lwZdLRrxJLQe0bSh44dxbvREz4xOYKLWdX4kgFBXto1O9hg==&ch=N7HTS


 

 

It’s not a typo. God has provided us many gifts. Christmas reminds us of God’s gift of Jesus, the Creator’s Son. And for us in 

the northern hemisphere the church season of Advent and Christmas coincide with the darkest time of the year when the 

sun is most often absent from the sky. So we celebrate with lights; many, many lights. We long for the sun. The earth would 

be lifeless without it. The sun provides us three kinds of energy: thermal (heat) which warms us, radiant (light) which plants 

use to grow and provide us oxygen to breath, and gravitational which keeps Earth travelling around the sun - spreading out 

its energy across the globe and keeping us just close enough to it. It’s all simply miraculous! God knew what she was doing.  
 

As our civilization continues to modernize, we collect more and more energy. We started with flowing water and burning 

wood. Then we wanted more so we found soft black rocks that could burn. Later we figured out how to produce mechanical 

energy and electrical energy from these resources. God’s gift of intellect and innovation have enabled humankind to thrive 

and prosper.  
 

Now we realize the manner in which we produce the energy we want is altering the climate in ways that are harmful to us 

and the natural environment God appointed us to protect. Thankfully our intellect and innovation continues. Today solar 

energy cells are a practical way to collect the enormously abundant radiant energy from God’s sun. Today there are ways 

each of us can participate in reducing the reliance on burning coal for our electricity. Today you can join a community solar 

garden and have your portion of the solar energy gathered from the garden offset your Xcel Energy bill. These gardens are 

large solar arrays built nearby the Twin Cities. As an alternative, you can sign up for Xcel Energy’s WindSource program which 

designates your energy usage to be drawn from their wind farms. Wind of course is simply high pressure air moving to areas 

of lower pressure. These differences in air pressure are made possible by….the sun!  
 

Earlier in this column we explained Augustana is a Caring for Creation congregation. Part of that covenant “encourages our-

selves as individual members of this congregation to care for creation in our personal lifestyle, in our homes, and at our 

work—knowing that our habits and practices can contribute significantly to care for creation. We seek to foster a closer rela-

tionship with nature so that we can live simply and walk lightly upon Earth.” To help us do this let’s use the gift of God’s 

amazing sun! 
 

For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the 

glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  2 Corinthians 4:6 
 

For more information, refer to these resources or talk to a member of EarthKeepers.  

XcelEnergy.com: search for “community solar” or “WindSource” 

Us-solar.com/mn 

www.ag.state.mn.us/Consumer/Publications/CommunitySolarGardens.asp 

 
Ponder the Gift of  

God’s Amazing Sun 

  

 

EarthKeepers: Diane Blake, Shari Hansen, Carol Hall, Bill Larson,  

Jim McClosky, Twila Peterson, Scott Thorson, Barb & Jonathan Wagner  



 

 
 

  

 

The deadline for the  

February 2021 issue of  

Augustana Life is  

January 12, 2021.  
 

If you have questions,  

contact Carla Pfeifer at  

651 457.3373 or  

cpfeifer@augustana.com  
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Hello 2021! I think we can all agree that we are happy to start a new year. Preschool has been blessed to continue to operate in 

person and we are so thankful. During the month of January the children will be learning about the alphabet and shapes, author 

Laura Numeroff, a week of music, and ending the month learning about winter.  
 

By January we may have snow and a winter theme should be hands on! Let’s just hope winter doesn’t cancel 

school. We have been using a limited amount of toys and supplies in the classroom to help with germ control 

and it has led to some wonderful play experiences and lots of imagination play. We have also used a lot of ran-

dom paper and collage materials. A good exam-

ple of less is more. Not sure where some fami-

lies are hanging all of these masterpieces! 

 

Wishing you a healthy, happy 

2021! 
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A sign of the times, made  
by Miss Katie for the kids.  Look at the concentration on these little artists.         



 

 



 

 

Virtual Annual Meeting  

Tuesday, January 19, 2021 at 7:00 pm 

 

Registration will be required to attend this meeting via ZOOM.  Watch for more details coming 

in the Sunday announcements and online bulletins in early January.  


