
The Lord Jesus is the living stone. You also are like 
living stones... –1 Peter 2:4a, 5a ERV 

Ripple Effect
The

of Faith

Our annual theme, The Ripple Effect of Faith, is based on  
1 Peter 2. Like Jesus, we too are living stones. As living stones 
each of us has the capacity to change the world in small 
ways for better or worse. Your thoughts, intentions, and 
actions have a far-reaching ripple effect on everyone around 
you, both now and into the future. What positive ripple 
effects could you create if everything you thought, said, and 
did were centered in the faith values and beliefs below?
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How to Use These Cards:

As with many of our resources over the past years, 
there are no rules for using these cards. They 
are offered to complement your daily devotion. 
We encourage you to explore, experiment, and 
discover what works best for you!  

The front of each card focuses on a specific faith 
value or belief. The Bible verse, Where Faith Meets 
Life devotion, and prayer all work together to create 
The Ripple Effect of Faith.     

Flip the card over to find practical approaches to: 

 • Challenge your thoughts and actions

 •  Encourage you to ask the question, “if you 
believe it are you living it?”

Be the living stone! Create a positive ripple effect!



Ripple Effect
The

of Faith

When our decisions, big and small are informed 
by our faith, we create a ripple effect of good and 
positive consequences in the world. 

Where Faith Meets Life: 
The words you speak, the relationships you 
choose, the priorities you set, and the ways you 
share your resources all affect those around you. 
The ripple doesn’t stop with you. The actions and 
reactions of people around you continue the 
ripple.   

Prayer: 
God, help me to be open to you in new ways. 
Help me to be able to influence those near me 
and support the positive influence of those 
around the world.  

Let us think of ways to motivate one  another to 
acts of love and good works. –Hebrews 10:24 NLT 
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Breathe in:  I practice . . .    

Breath out:  . . . what I value. 

Choose courage over comfort, choose what is 
right over what is easy, choose to live out your 
values rather than simply talking about them.

A kind word, a smile, a compliment all have the 
power to transform someone’s day! Be generous 
in your thoughts, words, and actions. 

Pause for 60 seconds to decide what kind of 
ripple you will create today.

v



Ripple Effect
The

of Faith

Created in God’s image and in partnership with 
God, we are called to care for the earth just as 
God cares for the earth.  

Where Faith Meets Life:  
God’s glorious creation is something to be 
noticed and enjoyed. God has placed us in a web 
of life with one another and with all of creation. 
As stewards of the earth, we play a role in caring 
for and protecting the environment.  

Prayer:  
Loving God, you ask us to see your presence 
in the beauty of creation. Help us to be better 
examples of your love and grace in caring for this 
beautiful and amazing world in which we live.

And God said [to Noah], 
“This is the sign of the 

agreement between me and 
you and every living creature 

that is with you.  
–Genesis 9:12 NCV 
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Let your care of creation reflect your love of  
the Creator.

We’re all assigned a piece of garden that is 
ours to transform. Choose one thing in God’s 
garden that you have the power to change for 
the better, and change it.

You live in a world which is just waiting for you to 
notice the holiness in it.   
—Barbara Brown Taylor

Describe the most wonderful thing you have 
seen today. 

v



Ripple Effect
The

of Faith

Our Christian identity shapes, forms, and defines 
how we see ourselves and others. Jesus teaches 
us to love and respect everyone as a child of God.  

Where Faith Meets Life:  
We do not need to look alike, think alike, or 
worship alike. We are not called to judge others 
on their gender, skin color, or socioeconomic 
status. Our differences are gifts from God. Our 
differences make us stronger. We need a variety 
of opinions, ideas, and experiences. The grace 
of God binds us together despite our many 
differences.  

How good and pleasant it 
is when God’s people live 
together in peace! 
–Psalm133:1 NIRV 

Prayer:  
Gracious God, we have independent spirits, 
but we are dependent on you and each other. 
Help us recognize our neighbor and serve one 
another.
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Breathe in:  Wonder . . .

Breathe out:  . . . Judgment

God loves each of us equally. God’s colorful 
creation magnifies our exquisite differences. 
Seek to appreciate similarities and respect 
differences. 

Jesus pushes us beyond our boundaries to 
respect and love all people. 

Today, risk showing God’s love to someone 
who makes you feel uncomfortable. 

v



Ripple Effect
The

of Faith

We don’t know what tomorrow holds. Every 
news cycle is filled with fear. Jesus is our lamp 
and our guide giving us hope and direction 
when the path is unknown.  

Where Faith Meets Life: 
The future is going to look different from the  
past. We can move into an uncertain and 
intimidating future with strength and courage 
because we know God will not abandon us. God 
has something new in mind. God is pushing us 
forward. It may require letting go of the old. We 
may be changed in the process. Sustained and 
energized by God’s word, we trust that God goes 
with us, guiding us into the future.   

Prayer: 
Gracious God, help us remember you are our 
ever-present guide on the road of life.  

Your word is a lamp to  
guide my feet and a light  

for my path. 
–Psalm 119:105 NLT  
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Breathe in:  Filled with God’s light . . . 

Breathe out:  . . . I find strength and courage.

Life is a balance of holding on and letting go.

Hope is always stronger than fear.

Faith is having the courage to let God have 
control. 

Trust that God brings joy through unexpected 
blessings. Sometimes blessings are not in 
what is given, but in what is taken away. 

v



Ripple Effect
The

of Faith

“Guided by Faith” means taking the words of God 
and letting them work in our hearts and then 
living them out daily.  

Where Faith Meets Life: 
It is so easy to act on impulse, especially in these 
trying times. We are reminded to pause. Do 
the hard work of following God’s lead. Let faith 
inform your response. Let faith guide your words.

Prayer:  
Understanding God, our voices can be 
powerful instruments. Help us use our voices 
to create a positive ripple effect of peace and 
understanding. 

Remember this, my dear friends! 
Everyone must be quick to listen, 
but slow to speak and slow to 
become angry.   
–James 1:19 GNT   

Guided 
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If we could look into each other’s hearts and 
understand the challenges we each face, we 
would treat each other more gently, with more 
love, patience, tolerance, and care.

Before you repeat, share, or forward something, 
T H I N K:

Is it True

Is it Helpful

Is it Inspiring

Is it Necessary

Is it Kind

Let faith guide your words into conversations 
that are honest, hopeful, and life-giving.

v



Ripple Effect
The

of Faith

The Holy Spirit works in us, through us, and 
around us; creating faith and inspiring us to be 
God’s people in the world. 

Where Faith Meets Life: 
This power God gives to us is not confined to any 
one time or place but is at work every hour of 
every day. Empower us to be your living stones in 
this world.

Prayer:  
Loving God, may your Spirit inform our thoughts 
and empower our actions toward others each 
and every day.   

After he had said this, he 
breathed on the disciples 

and said, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit.” –John 20:22 GWT
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The Holy Spirit is at work at all times and in all 
places. Watch for and share the miracles, great 
and small, that happen each day.

You make the invisible visible when your 
words and actions reflect God’s love and 
grace. 

When the Spirit lives within you, any place can 
become a sanctuary. You just have to listen. You 
just have to pay attention. — from Searching 
for Sunday by Rachel Held Evans

Open your heart each day to the inspiration 
and gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

v



Ripple Effect
The

of Faith

The presence of the Holy Spirit guides us 
through a gentle nudge, a quiet voice, or a 
compelling circumstance.  

Where Faith Meets Life: 
Listen to the inner heartbeat of God’s Spirit 
expressing love, compassion, and forgiveness in 
your life. Accept the invitation of the Spirit. Allow 
yourself to be challenged, take risks, change,  
and serve.   

But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit 
whom the Father will send in my 
name, will teach you everything.
–John 14:26 NRSV

Prayer:  
Gracious God, you can work wonders through 
each of us. Help us to be better listeners to your 
voice in our lives. Continue to nudge us so that 
we can be the people you want us to be.  
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Breathe In:  The Holy Spirit . . .

Breathe Out:  . . . Nudge me to act.

In your quiet moments with God, listen to the 
whispers of the Spirit. 

Clear space in your mind. Allow God to speak 
into the silence.

Redefine how you think of church. Ask 
yourself, “How can I be the church today?”

v



Ripple Effect
The

of Faith

Growing in faith is a life-long process. It requires 
a curiosity and an openness to listen, learn, 
and explore. It requires discipline and practice, 
just like playing a sport or learning to play an 
instrument. 

Where Faith Meets Life: 
When we are so preoccupied with our own 
ideas, thoughts, and experiences, we miss out on 
the wisdom of the world. We are limited in our 
understanding that something more is out there. 
Something bigger than us. As people of God, we are 
invited into a new way of understanding who we 
are and how we show up in the world each day.   

Prayer:  
Lord, teach me to seek your wisdom and 
knowledge. Inspire me to help generate a 
positive ripple effect in our world.  

If you really want to gain 
knowledge, you must begin by 

having respect for the Lord.  
But foolish people hate  

wisdom and instruction.  
–Proverbs 1:7 NIRV
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Knowledge speaks. Wisdom listens. 

A strong faith nurtures a strong mind, strong 
body, and strong emotions.

Growing isn’t always easy, but it’s always 
worthwhile because it helps us reach our 
potential.   —Michael W. Smith

Always learn and grow. Always challenge and 
reframe what your believe. Always explore 
and discover ways to live out your beliefs. 

v



Ripple Effect
The

of Faith

Ongoing learning helps us better understand our 
own faith and beliefs. We stay active in our faith 
by asking questions and exploring what others 
have to say.  

Where Faith Meets Life: 
The Bible is a living document. The stories 
and characters of the Bible have modeled 
faith, community, and encouragement from 
generation to generation. A ripple effect of faith 
is created when we learn from the past, connect 
it to the present, and pass faith on to the next 
generation.  

Prayer:  
God of the ages, thank you for your saints, past 
and present that have modeled faith for us. Help 
us pass along our faith stories, traditions, and 
celebrations to future generations.  

Each generation will praise you 
and tell the next generation 
about the great things you do.          
–Psalm 145:4 ERV 
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The power of our collective past shapes who 
we are and transforms future generations.

Never stop learning because life never stops 
teaching.

Questions are like gifts – embrace the gift of 
curiosity.

Create a plan to keep your curiosity active  
and fit.

v



Ripple Effect
The

of Faith

Our faith is a living, busy, active, mighty thing.  
–Martin Luther 

Where Faith Meets Life: 
Faith is meant to be lived, not just studied and 
talked about. In this busy world, our good  
intentions don’t always get lived out. Faith  
pushes us to a life of living, loving, and service.  

Prayer:  
God of presence, thank you for loving me. May I 
always remember how you have cared for me, so 
that I may care for others through your grace.

My children, our love should 
not be just words and talk; 
it must be true love, which 

shows itself in action.  
–1 John 3:18 GNT  

Energized 
to Act
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Let your faith values guide your actions.  

God wants us to have a caring heart. No 
matter how big or small, act with care and 
kindness. 

Your compassion and care may be all that is 
needed to change someone’s life.

Act with courage. Act with love. Act with 
kindness. Act with faith. 

v



Ripple Effect
The

of Faith

As a child of God, you are equipped by the Spirit 
to act. Recognize your role in God’s work in the 
world. Let your faith be known by your actions. 

Where Faith Meets Life: 
Doing God’s work in the world is not always easy 
or convenient. But God created and equipped 
you to do good work. The Holy Spirit has filled 
you with confidence and energy. Listen to God’s 
call and respond with your generous actions. You 
will be amazed at how God can use you in new 
and unexpected ways.  

Their responsibility is to equip 
God’s people to do his work 
and build up the church, the 
body of Christ. 
–Ephesians 4:12 NLT 

Prayer:  
God of action, we come to you feeling vulnerable 
and ill-equipped to do your work. Give us 
strength, courage, and confidence to be your 
hands in the world.   

Energized 
to Act
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Confidence does not come before we act. 
Confidence comes when we act. You gain 
strength, courage, and confidence with every 
experience. 

No one is too busy. It’s just a matter of 
priorities.

Do not ignore the difficult challenges, but 
neither let them overcome you.

Bring the Gospel to life by living it instead of 
quoting it. 

v


