
 

 

  

  March 2021                                                             Liturgical Season: Lent 

 

The Ripple Effect of MN Foodshare Month 
“Hitting the Mark” for MN FoodShare 2021: March 1 to April 11 
And taking the five loaves and the two fish he looked up to heaven and blessed and broke the loaves and gave them to the  

disciples to set before the people: and he divided the two fish among them all. And they all ate and were satisfied.  —Mark 6: 41-42 

 

March is MN FoodShare month in Minnesota. It is the time of year when everyone comes together to support a food drive to  

restock all of the food shelves in our state.   

 

This year, Augustana’s participation in the MN FoodShare campaign will look a little different. At Neighbors Inc., there are many re-

strictions still in place because of COVID-19. And there are many reasons related to COVID-19 that are causing the number of  

families needing help to increase. To meet this higher demand and work, Neighbors has asked Augustana to conduct a “Dollars  

Only” drive this year. 

 

To recognize and celebrate the important impact Pastor “Mark” Aune 

has had over his years at Augustana, our theme for 2021 is "Hitting 

the Mark". We want to raise $45,000 to beat last year’s total of 

44,793 pounds/dollars. Neighbors is hoping to raise a total of 400,000 

pounds/dollars to meet their increased needs, so our goal will help 

with just over 10% of their total goal. 

 

If we meet our goal, Pastor Aune has graciously agreed to sit in a 

dunk tank (sometime in June before he retires). Each donation of $50 

or more will earn you a “ticket” that will go into a drawing for a 

chance to “hit the mark” and dunk Pastor Aune. Fifteen lucky winners 

will have the chance to throw two balls.   

 

Donations can be made online (augustana.com, select the GIVE tab 

from the main menu and then Online Payment) or you can drop off a 

check in the church office made out to “Augustana” with “MN Food-

share” in the memo. Also, watch the weekly bulletin for easy ways to 

donate online.   

 

Just think – no extra shopping, no schlepping of heavy food to church, 

a way to help feed our neighbors, AND a chance to dunk your pastor. 

What could be better?! 

 

One extra note:  The Neighbors Inc. food shelf is in need of brown paper grocery bags. Bags can be dropped off in  

the yellow donation bin located outside of the food shelf receiving door on the lower level of Neighbors during business 

hours. Neighbors is located at 222 Grand Ave W, South St Paul, MN 55075. Thank you very much!   



 

 

March in Minnesota tends to come in like a lion and go 

out like a... lion. Regardless, the temperature should be 

warm enough to gather in heated cars for drive-in wor-

ship. So, unless there is a snow or ice storm, we will be 

excited to see you at 8:30 am or 9:45 am beginning 

March 7.  

 

Distanced indoor services will continue at 11:00 am, as 

well as online services for both Sundays and Wednesday 

Lent services. It will be a blessing to gather again in per-

son, however distantly! 

 

As we travel through Lent together this month, let us 

grow in faith as living stones, secure in the hand of God. 

And, may our actions, decisions, and words ripple forth 

to bless and embrace others in love.   

 

 In Christ’s Joy, 

 

  

Pastor Deb 

When I was a curious ‘free range’ six-year-old, I impul-

sively visited our neighbor who was in her yard on her 

hands and knees. When I asked her what she was doing, 

she told me she was planting a rock garden. A garden of 

ROCKS?! That struck me as the silliest thing I ever heard 

in my life. Why would anyone plant dead rocks in a gar-

den? They don’t grow, or flower, or do anything! Well, 

she explained that small plants would also be in the gar-

den. But still... Rocks! (For the record, we now have a 

much-loved rock garden in our front yard!)  

 

Our annual theme, The Ripple Effect of Faith, uses the 

metaphor of living (not dead) stones to describe Jesus 

and his followers. Peter writes that as living stones, we 

are being built into a spiritual temple with Jesus as the 

cornerstone. As living stones, we also have the capacity 

to grow, flourish, and bring about lasting change in the 

world. Like the ripples emanating from a stone that is thrown 

into still waters, what we believe, say, and do today has a far-

reaching ripple effect on others.  

 

During Lent, we are further focusing on a question from 

our theme’s faith practice cards; “If you believe it…are 

you living it?” One wonderful opportunity to ‘live out’ 

our collective faith in March, is by feeding the hungry 

through Minnesota FoodShare.  

 

And, do we ever have plans! There is a particular living 

stone that will make quite a splash in the dunk tank if we 

can ‘Hit the Mark’ by raising $45,000 to benefit the 

Neighbors, Inc food shelf. Due to the pandemic, we are 

raising dollars only this year. Plus, food shelves can actu-

ally purchase items at steeply discounted prices so your 

dollars will stretch a long way. Together, we can cause 

our faith to ripple through the community as we feed 

the hungry. 

The Lord Jesus is the living stone. You also are like living stones... –1 Peter 2:4a, 5a ERV 



 

 

In March Augustana Will Worship  

Three Ways: 
 

• Drive-In Worship at 8:30 & 9:45 am 

• In-Person Celebration Worship at  11:00 am 

• Online (both traditional and celebration style)             

Traditional worship is available at augustana.com (select 

New Ways to Gather from upper menu bar), Facebook, or 

YouTube. Celebration worship is available on our Face-

book page and YouTube channel only. Both videos are 

posted by 8:00 am  

 

Drive-in Worship  

Beginning  March 7 at 8:30 & 9:45  

Augustana north parking lot 

Please enter through the Allina clinic entrance and follow the 

direction of the ushers for parking. Tune your radio to 90.1 

FM. To find the online bulletin, visit augustana.com, scroll 

down the homepage until you see the green box that says 

online bulletin. Offering will be collected during the worship 

service rather than as you enter the parking lot. Everyone will 

be required to stay in their cars while they are on the Augusta-

na campus. As always, if you don’t feel well or if you have any 

symptoms of illness, including fever or cough, please stay 

home for the safety of us all.  

 

In-Person Celebration Worship 

11:00 am, Fellowship Hall 

In-person celebration-style worship is back! Reservations are 

not required, but to allow for physical distancing, there is a 

capacity limit of 120 people in the Fellowship Hall. Please en-

ter through the east doors beginning at 10:45 am, then follow 

the instructions of the ushers and staff so that we can gather 

for a safe and meaningful worship experience.  

 

Online Worship 

Traditional Worship 

This pre-recorded service includes meditative prelude music, 

scripture, sermon, prayers, and congregational hymns. Wor-

ship videos are available by 8:00 am.  
 

Online Celebration Worship 

This pre-recorded Celebration worship includes praise music 

provided by the Celebration Band, relevant message, and 

blessing. Videos are posted by 8:00 am on the Augusta-

na Facebook page or YouTube channel only. 

Baptisms: 

Charlie Premus Haverkamp, son of Marc and Jessica       

Haverkamp. Sponsors for Charlie are Jay Cascalenda          

and Sarah Haverkamp-Dowse. 

 

Deaths: 

• Beverly Nelson, who died in May of 2020. 

• Gerald Anderson, father of Karen Castillo, grandfather 

        of Mark Castillo, and great-grandfather of Vanessa and  

         Vincent Castillo. 

• Renee Rolfes, sister-in-law of Barbara Rolfes. 

• Irene Thomas, mother of Marlene Fitzer. 

• Dennis Sorheim.  

Baptism Classes 
 

If you desire baptism for your-

self, an infant, or child, we ask 

that you attend a baptism class 

led by Pastor Deb Kielsmeier. 

During this time of COVID-19, these 45 minute classes will 

be conducted over ZOOM. We will discuss the meaning of 

Christian Baptism and the importance of this sacrament. 

Please contact Barb Rolfes at brolfes@augustana.com to 

reserve a spot in one of the class below. (More classes will 

be scheduled throughout 2021). 
 

Sunday, March 7 at noon 

Imperial Splendor; including Oberammergau 

Passion Play 
 

You are invited to join Pastor Aune on a special 12 day tour 

of the Czech Republic, Hungary, Austria, and Germany; 

including the Oberammergau Passion Play. Originally 

scheduled for 2020, this tour is now rescheduled for June 

of 2022. The Passion play in Oberammergau is held every 

10 years. It was canceled in 2020 due to COVID-19. Dates 

for the trip are June 4-15, 2022. If you are interested 

please contact Pastor Aune or the church office for a bro-

chure and details about this trip. 

 

mailto:brolfes@augustana.com


 

 

  

Sanctuary Open for Prayer & Contemplation During Lent 

Tuesdays, 6:00—7:00 pm & Wednesdays, 11:00 am—2:00 pm 

The Sanctuary will be open on Tuesday evenings and mid-day on Wednesdays  

during Lent for individual contemplation and prayer. You are welcome to drop 

in during the open hours to sit quietly and pray and meditate with instrumen-

tal background music. Everyone must follow COVID guidelines, wear a mask, 

and physically distance while in the building.  

 

Mental Health  

At Augustana, we are concerned for you and your mental health. You need 

not walk the journey of mental anguish and illness alone. There are many re-

sources in the community to help you and your family get the support and 

services you need. NAMI (National Alliance on Mental  Illness) Minnesota has 

MANY online trainings, publications, and podcasts that are easily accessed on 

their website:  https://namimn.org/education-and-public-awareness/. One 

class to consider if you have a family member diagnosed with a mental illness:  
 

Family-to-Family Eight-Week Course 

Learn about mental illnesses, the brain, treatment, and resources to help a 

loved one living with a mental illness. Participants will build communication 

skills, reduce stress, find support, and discover the common Stages of Emo-

tional Responses when supporting someone with a mental illness. This work-

shop is offered on two different days of the week and meets once a week for 

8 weeks for family and friends of an adult living with a mental illness. This 

class uses the ZOOM format. You will need a computer or tablet with a cam-

era and high speed internet to attend.  
 

Mondays, March 15 – May 3, 6:30—9:00 pm 

Individuals interested in attending this class will need to have a short inter-

view with the class instructor. You will then receive a link to join. Contact 

Elaine at lainie.elainelove@gmail.com or 952-239-6803. 
 

Wednesdays, April 7 – May 26, 6:30—9:00 pm 

Individuals interested in attending this class will need to have a short inter-

view with the class instructor. You will then receive a link to join. Contact 

Cathy at  cjaehn@comcast.net or 253-691-9401. 

 

Human Trafficking, part one 
 

Cherish All Children works with churches and communities to prevent child 

sexual exploitation and trafficking, a very real issue affecting our youth and 

communities in Dakota County. You can make a difference today. Start by ed-

ucating yourself at the website https://www.lssmn.org/services/youth/

education/cherish-all-children. Watch for part two in the April newsletter. 

 

BeFriender Ministry – A Place to 

Share Your Wins and Losses 

Listening is where love begins: listening to 

ourselves and then to our neighbors. 

   – Fred Rogers 
 

If there is anything we’ve 

learned from 2020 it’s the 

power and importance of 

human connection. When 

life throws things at us 

that knock us down, chal-

lenge us, or delight us, we 

often look to others to whom we can share 

those experiences. BeFriender Ministry is a 

place to share both your wins and your 

losses. You will be met with caring com-

passion, a listening ear, and non-

judgmental presence. BeFrienders are an 

extension of pastoral care for people in all 

sorts of different situations, joyous, diffi-

cult and transitional. To learn more about 

how BeFrienders can help you, or if you 

are interested in helping others, please 

contact Joann Arneberg 

jarneberg@augustana.com or 

651.457.3373. 

 

 

 

 

Prayers at Augustana 

Know that your Augustana staff and pas-

tors want to stay connected with you! If 

you have a prayer request, are hospitalized 

or are facing a new diagnosis or family 

crisis, have added a family member, or just 

want to touch base, please call us at 

651.457.3373. Prayer requests can also be 

sent to prayers@augustana.com.  

 

 

 

https://namimn.org/education-and-public-awareness/
mailto:lainie.elainelove@gmail.com
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Becoming a Ripple of Faith Series 

Mindfulness, Meditation, and Manifesting 

This educational opportunity offers a series of two-part classes on specific topics 

that will help you become a ripple of faith. 

There are two ways you can participate: 

Watch the videos only – no sign up necessary 

Watch the videos and participate in the discussion – sign up necessary with 

Stacy, secardwell@augustana.com. 

Discussions are one week after the video is posted.  
 

In the past, these practices have been seen as evil Eastern traditions or hippie 

dippy “New Age” nonsense. Currently, mainline theologians are rediscovering 

these forgotten Christian customs; they lead to mature faith formation and devel-

op a closer relationship with God. Research is showing that these practices not 

only greatly reduce stress but also change our brain functions to make us more 

resilient. These habits are not hard or time consuming but do take a willingness to 

be open-minded and surrender to God. 
 

Videos available: February 23 & March 9 

Video ZOOM Discussions March 2 & 16, 7:00 – 8:00 pm  

 

Caste Book Study 

You can join the discussions at any time just contact Stacy Eichman–Cardwell at 

secardwell@augustana.com to get the ZOOM invitation. 
 

ZOOM discussion Sundays 7:00 – 8:00 pm dates: 
 

March 7 – Part 4 chapters 15-18 

March 21 – Part 5 chapters 19-24 

April 11 – Part 6 chapters 25-29 

April 25 – Part 7 and epilogue 

 Coffee & Conversation 

Mondays 10:00—11:00 am 

Four-week session, Mondays, February 

22 – March 15 

To sign up contact Stacy at   

secardwell@augustana.com.  

We have moved into an era where de-

structive, vitriol communication is tear-

ing apart our nation, communities, reli-

gious communities, and families. Why 

are we letting this happen? It’s because 

people can’t see what they can’t see – 

their biases get in the way. We all have 

a set of assumptions, blind spots and 

biases. How do we recognize and possi-

bly change our biases? Initially we learn 

how to see our biases and then we can 

learn how to transform them. We will 

use Brian McClaren’s research to help us 

understand our own assumptions and 

other people’s biases. 

 

 

The next Reflections from the 

Farm is available March 10. 

 

 

 

The  

Holy Spirit’s  

voice is as loud as 

your willingness  

to listen. 

mailto:secardwell@augustana.com
mailto:secardwell@augustana.com
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First Communion Instruction Class 

Tuesday, March 16, 6:00—7:00 pm 

or Sunday, March 21, 1:00–2:00 pm 

First Communion instruction is for all children in grades 2 and 

above who have not gone through an instruction class before. 

This includes the current 3rd grade class who was not able to 

complete their instruction last spring. Please sign-up for one of 

the instruction classes by March 1, at signupgenius.com/

go/30E0848AAAA22A0F94-1stcommunion or email Cathy at 

chendrikson@augustana.com. Supplies for the instruction class 

will be available for pick up on Wednesday, March 10 from 

10:00 am-6:00 pm in the church office. We ask that each family 

watch the Prince of Egypt (Disney), if possible prior to class. A 

ZOOM link will be emailed two days prior to your class. We ask 

that a parent sit with your child during the class in case there 

are any questions.  

 

First Communion Worship Service 

Thursday, April 1, 6:00 pm 

Join us for a drive-in worship First Communion service to cele-

brate the Augustana children making their First Communion. 

We realize this is spring break for a lot of school districts and 

we will discuss alternative dates for those who can’t attend 

during the instruction classes.  

 

Tentative Augustana VBS & Summer Camp Dates 

Music & Arts Camp, June 21-24 : 9:00-11:45am, kids finishing 

               grades 1-5 

VBS Option 1, June 28-July 1: 9:00am-Noon 

VBS Option 2, July 12-15: 9:00am-Noon 

VBS Option 3, July 19-22: 9:00am-Noon 
 

VBS will be for children aged 4yrs-finishing grade 5. All children 

MUST be potty trained. No diapers will be allowed as our vol-

unteers are not trained to change them. Space will be limited 

to 50 children per week. As of now, we are planning on having 

VBS in-person at Augustana. We will continue to monitor 

COVID-19 developments as summer approaches and adjust if 

and when needed. This could mean having VBS outside instead 

of in the building or it could mean having it online like we did 

last year. Brochures will be mailed to Augustana members the 

first week in March. Please register for only one week of VBS 

so everyone has a chance to attend.   

 

 

Easter Scavenger Hunt Volunteers Needed 

Saturday, April 3, 9:30 am-12:00 pm 

Fifteen people are needed to help hand out eggs and puzzle 

pieces as families drive by. If you are willing to help, please 

email or get ahold of Cathy at chendrikson@augustana.com. 

 

Easter Scavenger Hunt 

Saturday, April 3, 10:00 am-12:00 pm 

Join us in the Augustana parking lot to get a map and directions 

to 15 different spots to pick up eggs filled with treats and a puz-

zle piece at each spot. Then come back to Augustana at noon 

for a reading of the Easter Story and to put your puzzle pieces 

together to reveal a special picture. All are welcome, but space 

is limited. Please sign-up at signupgenius.com/

go/30E0848AAAA22A0F94-easter or email Cathy at chendrik-

son@augustana.com.  

 
 

 

Holy Week Prayer Walk  

Thursday & Friday April 1 & 2, 

12:00—7:00 pm 

Stroll the east parking lot and 

church grounds, at your conven-

ience, to visit the different prayer stations set up during these 

two days. Stop at the east doors to pick up a description of the 

stations and where they are located. Prayer stations will be 

interactive and only two people per station will be allowed at a 

time. All prayer stations will be adaptable for children and 

adults.  

 

Kids’ Kingdom on Facebook 

Join Cathy and Laurie on the Augustana Lutheran Kids’ Kingdom 

Facebook page, Sunday mornings for a pre-recorded Kids’ King-

dom lesson from your take-home bag. Videos will be posted by 

9:00 am each Sunday and stay up for the week. If you didn’t 

pick up a take-home bag and would like one, please call the 

church office or email Cathy at chendrikson@augustana.com to 

make arrangements to pick one up.  
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0848aaaa22a0f94-1stcommunion
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0848aaaa22a0f94-1stcommunion
mailto:chendrikson@augustana.com
mailto:chendrikson@augustana.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0848aaaa22a0f94-easter
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0848aaaa22a0f94-easter
mailto:chendrikson@augustana.com
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   Note to confirmation students 
 

   If you complete the Random Acts of Advent you can earn a Faith Habit Practice. You can  

   choose if you’d like this to count towards a Learn & Grow practice or an Act practice.  

Confirmation Connection  

If you are having a hard time finding 

the Confirmation Connection email 

in your inbox, double check your 

junk mail or promotional mail folder 

in your email account. If you still 

can’t find it, you can access them on 

the sidebar of Youth page at  

augustana.com, select GROW & 

CONNECT from the main  

menu.    

Lenten Mentoring 2021 
 

Over the six weeks of Lenten Mentoring we will dig deeper into 

the congregational theme, The Ripple Effects of Faith. Our week-

ly conversations will help us discover when our decisions, big 

and small are informed by our faith, we create a ripple effect of 

good and positive consequences in the world. Below are ques-

tions for each of the six weeks of Lent to further your conversa-

tions and practices at home.   
 

Week One, Ash Wednesday—The Ripple Effects of Faith  

What ripple effect to you want to create in your com-

munity? How do your faith values impact the ripples 

you are making in the world?  
 

Week Two—Created in God’s Image 

What does being created in God’s image mean to you? 

How does it change you? What responsibility does it 

add or take away for you?  
 

Week Three—Guided by Faith  

How does your faith guide you? How does being guid-

ed by faith impact you and the decisions you make 

each day? 
 

Week Four— Inspired by the Spirit 

When was a time you knew the Holy Spirit was at work 

in your life? What change did this awareness cause? 

Where is the Holy Spirit leading you right now? 
 

Week Five— Engaged in Learning 

What is something the world has taught you in the last 

month? What practice helps you learn and grow the 

most?  
 

Week Six—Energized to Act  

What gets you excited to do something? How can your 

actions impact those around you? 

March Senior High Sunday 
 

All students in grades 9-12 are invited to join our March 

Senior High Sunday activities.  

 

March 14  - Scavenger Hunt at Home 

6:30 pm on ZOOM  

We’ll gather online to connect and 

play a scavenger hunt game from 

our own homes! Contact Abby for 

the Zoom link if you’d like to play—

anorlinweaver@augustana.com.  

 

March 28—Palm Sunday Pick-Up 

12-1:00 pm, parking lot by north doors 

Lets take a break from our screens to come 

say hi and pick up a treat in celebration of 

Palm Sunday. Drive up to the north doors 

of the parking lot between 12-1:00 pm to 

get your treat. Email Abby, anorlinweav-

er@augustana.com, by March 25 if you’d 

like to participate.  

mailto:anorlinweaver@augustana.com
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MN Child Waiting for Adoption 
 

In support of mission partner, Lutheran Social Service (LSS), 

each month we present the photo and information of a child 

currently in MN foster care awaiting adoption. There are over 

900 children awaiting adoption in MN.  
 

This month we have Sean!  

Sean is an outgoing, charismatic, and respectful 14 year old 

boy. He likes to play video games and learn new things. He 

enjoys hiking and exploring the outdoors. Sean is described 

by others as friendly, loveable, and curious. He is joyful and 

brightens a room. A family for Sean would be able to provide 

structured support and a consistent routine. A two parent 

family could best meet Sean’s needs and he would prefer a 

mom and a dad. Parents for Sean would be patient, under-

standing, flexible, and trauma-informed. He does need to 

maintain contact with his siblings following adoption. For 

more information you can contact Kelli Hanson at kel-

li.hanson@chlss.org  or 651.255.2245. 

Thank you, Augustana,  

for responding to the needs of our brothers and sisters in 

Guatemala following the hurricane damage. The outpouring 

of love and compassion from our congregation and other 

companion congregations in the St. Paul Area Synod provided 

ILAG with resources to purchase and deliver aid to rural areas.  

Pastor Karen, ILAG staff, congregational leaders and mem-

bers, and community residents express sincere gratitude. 
   

Last week, we received video greetings from San Agustín lead-

ers. Translated greetings from Pastor Gaspár and Baltazar Lux 

are shared below. 
 

Greetings to all of the members of Augustana 

Church. We wish you happiness. We are fine 

here, and in spite of problems, we are working in 

harmony. We hope that you are all working also.  

--Pastor Fabián Gaspár 
 

Good afternoon, brothers and sisters. My name 

is Baltazar Lux. Some of you know me, others 

perhaps not. I am sending greetings to members 

of the church. We here continue working, even 

though much has happened due to the pandemic 

and the results of the storms. We continue work-

ing here in the church. That’s all, thank you.   

--Baltazar Lux, Council Treasurer 

 

Loaves & Fishes  

Tuesday, March 2 or Monday, March 8 

4:00—6:00 pm 

St. Matthews Catholic Church,  510 Hall Ave, 

St Paul, MN 55107  
 

Volunteers are needed to help pack and hand 

out meals at Loaves and Fishes. Please email 

Cathy at chendrikson@augustana.com if you 

are willing to help.  

Future Drive-In Worship Ushers 

Needed 

Beginning in March we will be back outside 

worshipping again. We would like to have a 

list of people willing to help collect offering, 

handout Communion kits, and count people 

as they come in. If you are interested in help-

ing out one Sunday a month or occasionally, 

please email Cathy at chendrik-

son@augustana.com to be put on the list.  

mailto:kelli.hanson@chlss.org
mailto:kelli.hanson@chlss.org
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In January’s edition of this column we pondered the gift of God’s sun; how this perfectly sized star provides us abundant ener-

gy and how each of our households can participate in harnessing more of its renewable energy. This aligns with Augustana 

being a Caring for Creation congregation by encouraging “ourselves as individual members of this congregation to care for cre-

ation in our personal lifestyle, in our homes, and at our work—knowing that our habits and practices can contribute significant-

ly to care for creation. We seek to foster a closer relationship with nature so that we can live simply and walk lightly upon 

Earth.”  

 

The Caring for Creation covenant also compels us to take action concerning our building and grounds: “We agree to assess the 

impact that our activities and the use and maintenance of our property may have upon creation—in such matters as energy 

and water use, cleaning products, lawn care, paper use, food choices, recycling and waste, and transportation. We will strive to 

make choices that lessen our negative impact on Earth and that serve to renew and restore Earth’s community.” 

 

Augustana has indeed made strides here with window and roof replacements, reduced waste through organics collection, in-

creased recycling and more. Returning to the gift of God’s sun, throughout last year EarthKeepers facilitated research and de-

velopment of a proposal to install solar panels on the flat portion of our buildings. This was done through Minnesota Interfaith 

Power and Light (MNIPL), a non-profit organization that helps faith communities work through financing and construction op-

tions to render proposals that decrease monthly expenses. This is accomplished through leveraging federal tax credits via a tax 

equity partner and selling our excess power created by the solar array to Xcel Energy. Things have changed at Xcel. Once reli-

ant on coal for most of their electricity production, they have committed to 80% less carbon by 2030 and 100% carbon free 

production by 2050. They need efforts like Augustana’s to fulfill their goals and will be a welcoming partner with us.  

 

The proposal was presented to the Council in November 2020 and the idea was introduced at January’s annual congregational 

meeting. Since then we have had discussions with 5 other churches. The overwhelming feedback was positive – especially for 

partnering with MNIPL. As Pastor Daren Blanck of Zoar Church in Tofte, MN put it, “There’s no such thing as doing nothing.  

Buying power from current sources continues to harm God’s earth. Solar energy isn’t just about the environment. Solar energy 

is also about freedom. With solar collectors, individuals (and congregations) can generate their own electricity.”   

 

If you have feedback, please speak to Shari Hansen, Bill Larson or Scott Thorson. The installation of a solar array requires ap-

proval of the church council and eventually the congregation, so look for additional information about solar in the coming 

months. 

 
 Solar Array for Augustana 
 

 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.  And God saw the light, 

 that it was good…”  Genesis 1:3-4.  

   

 

EarthKeepers: Diane Blake, Shari Hansen, Carol Hall, Bill Larson,  

Jim McClosky, Twila Peterson, Scott Thorson, Barb & Jonathan Wagner  



 

 
 

  

 

The deadline for the  

April 2021 issue of  

Augustana Life is  

March 9, 2021.  
 

If you have questions,  

contact Carla Pfeifer at  

651 457.3373 or  

cpfeifer@augustana.com  
 

Augustana Life is published monthly  

by Augustana Lutheran Church  

1400 South Robert Street   

West Saint Paul, MN 55118-3197  

Church Office 651 457-3373 

Custodial Staff 
Steve Bechtold  Deb Bechtold  

Carie Closmore John Closmore 

Will Miedema Lowell Steenberg   

March madness is upon us. Here in the preschool we probably won’t be talking about college basketball (much) but we will be 

talking about our pets, learning about famous artists, and ending the month with our Easter theme.   

 

We won’t be having our annual “art” fair in the downstairs common for visitors, however, we will still be spending two weeks 

learning about famous artwork and the artists who created them. Maybe we can put a virtual art show on Facebook or the Au-

gustana website. Look for more on that later.  

 

We continue to be very healthy in the preschool partly 

because everyone is staying healthy and partly because 

the smallest sniffle can keep a preschooler home. We 

are so thankful for our vigilant families and their cau-

tiousness. Thank you families! 

 

Wishing you Easter blessings and the hope of a better 

tomorrow. 

 

  Teri Collins 

    

Pastors 
Mark Aune 
  maune@augustana.com 
 

Deb Kielsmeier 
   dkielsmeier@augustana.com 
 

Program Staff 
Laurie Armon, Program Assistant,  Children & 

Family Ministry   
  larmon@augustana.com 
 

Joann Arneberg, RN MPH,  
Faith Community Nurse 
  jarneberg@augustana.com 
 

Teri Collins, Preschool Director 
   preschool@augustana.com 
 

Stacy Eichman-Cardwell, Director, Adult 
Ministry   
  secardwell@augustana.com 
 

Cathy Hendrikson, Director, Children &  
Family Ministry; Volunteer Coordinator   
  chendrikson@augustana.com 
 

Abby Norlin-Weaver, Director, Youth &  

Family Ministry 
   anorlinweaver@augustana.com 
 

Carla Pfeifer, Communications Coordinator 
   cpfeifer@augustana.com 

Music Staff 
Kathy Andrews, Co-director of Music 
 

Kristina Langlois, Co-director of Music 
 

Lisa Griffin, Celebration Band Director 
 

Kim Zemple, Chorister Choir Director 
 

Office Staff 
 

Stacy Bratvold, Bookkeeper 

  sbratvold@augustana.com 
 

Vanessa Hernandez, Nursery Coordinator 
 

Brandt Richardson, Business Administrator 
  brichardson@augustana.com 
 

Cori Pochardt, Secretary 
  cpochardt@augustana.com 
 

Barbara Rolfes, Administrative Secretary 

   brolfes@augustana.com 
 
 

Deb Van, Financial Secretary 
  dvan@augustana.com 
 

Preschool Teachers 
 Teri Collins 

 Katie Koehnen 

Who ME?? When it’s too cold to be  

outside we stay in!  



 

 

Lent, Holy Week, & Easter 2021 

Lenten Schedule  
 

Mid-Week Worship 
 

Online Worship Services available by 11:00 am on Wednesdays   

Videos can be found at augustana.com under New Ways to Gather (from the upper menu 

bar), and on the Augustana Facebook page and YouTube channel.  
 

Sanctuary Open for Prayer & Contemplation  

Tuesdays, 6:00—7:00 pm & Wednesdays, 11:00 am—2:00 pm 

The Sanctuary will be open on Tuesday evenings and mid-day on Wednesdays during Lent 

for individual contemplation and prayer. You are welcome to drop-in during the open 

hours to sit quietly and pray and meditate with instrumental background music. Everyone 

must follow COVID guidelines, wear a mask, and physically distance while in the building.  

Holy Week & Easter 

More information to come. 

Watch the bulletin  

announcements for Holy  

Week events.  

 

Maundy Thursday, April 1 

 

Good Friday, April 2 

 

Easter Sunday, April 4 



 

 

Senior Pastor Call Committee Seeks Your Input to Help Envision Augustana’s future 
With Pastor Aune retiring at the end of June, the Call Committee has begun working with the St. Paul Area Synod to determine 

our preferences for new leadership at Augustana. The synod is asking us to prepare a document called the Ministry Site Profile, 

and we would like your input on the questions. Please help us by completing the Input and Insight Questionnaire. Another oppor-

tunity for input into the call process is to attend an upcoming listening session.   
 

Input and Insight Questionnaire 
Where is the questionnaire? On Augustana’s website. From the homepage, scroll down and click on the box that says, Congrega-

tional News”. Then click on the Input and Insight link. Online submission is preferred, but paper copies are available by contacting 

the church office. 

How long will it take? It might take about 10 minutes or so. The questions are from the synod and if you don’t want to answer a 

question you can skip it. 

When can I take it? It will ONLY be available on the website from March 1 – March 22. 

What else do I need to know? The submissions are anonymous. Everyone in your household can submit their own questionnaire. 
 

Congregational Listening Sessions 
The Call Committee is also asking for your input at a ZOOM Listening Session. There will be three opportunities to connect. On 

Sunday, March 14, you can join either from 1:00- 2:00 pm or later that day from 6:30 -7-30 pm. On Tuesday, April 13, we are 

holding the meeting at 7:00-8:00 pm. The listening session is an informal meeting where you can ask questions about the call 

process and have conversations with the Call Committee. To sign-up and receive the ZOOM link, please email Barb Rolfes at the 

church office, brolfes@augustana.com, or by call the church office at 651.457.3373. Thank you for your participation! 

mailto:brolfes@augustana.com

