
 

 

  

 July 2021                                                             Liturgical Season: Time after Pentecost 

 

The Search Process(es)  
There are two search processes happening simultaneously. Each is led by an Augustana Committee  

and each has a different and distinct function. Learn more below. Pastor Deb Kielsmeier, Interim Associate 
Pastor will stay with Augustana until the time a Senior Pastor is called.  

The Search Process for an Interim Pastor  
 
You may recall, Bishop Lull from the St. Paul Area Synod has 

suggested that Augustana have “space for newness” after 

we say good-bye to Pastor Aune and before calling a Senior 

Pastor.  
 

The Augustana Personnel Committee is working closely with 

Bishop Lull to identify candidates for an Interim Senior Pas-

tor.  
 

The Interim Senior Pastor will be with our congregation until 

a new Senior Pastor is called. The role of the Interim Senior 

Pastor is to continue the ministry and prepare the congrega-

tion for transition. The Interim Pastor will attend to our pas-

toral care needs, provide leadership for staff, assure that 

worship and programming continues, and provide the pas-

toral oversight needed for Augustana’s general well-being. 
 

We will welcome our Interim sometime this summer.   

The Search Process for Senior Pastor 
 
The search for a Senior Pastor is being done through the Call 

Committee. The first step in calling a pastor is to complete 

the Ministry Site Profile (MSP). The Call Committee has 

gathered information from the congregation survey, the 

listening sessions, the Strategic Planning Process, and staff 

and is incorporating the input into the MSP. They strive for 

this document to be a positive, well-written and honest re-

flection of Augustana.   
 

This document is important because it is the candidate’s 

introduction to Augustana. It is also important because 

through the work of preparing it, the Call Committee is 

equipped to interview candidates with the deep knowledge 

of who Augustana is and what Augustana is looking for in 

our next Senior Pastor.   
 

The Call Committee will bring this document to the congre-

gation in the fall and ask for your approval. At that time, it 

will be submitted to the synod and candidates may begin 

applying. The search will be nationwide. The St. Paul Area 

Synod will provide the Call Committee with names of the 

best candidates to interview. 
 

Excellent progress has been made in this important work.  

The Call Committee has appreciated your feedback, your 

patience and prayers for the Holy Spirit to guide us through 

this process. 

1 2 

If you have any other thoughts or  

concerns about either of these processes, 

please contact the church office at 

651.457.3373 and a member of the Call 

Committee or the Personnel Committee will 

get back to you. 



 

 

Pastor Deb Kielsmeier  

Dear Augustana friends, 

 

Don’t you just love the summer months? It is a great time to 

take a deep breath and enjoy family, friends and nature.  

The pace often eases up and the warm temperatures 

prompt us to linger outdoors. What a wonderful time for us 

as a church, and as individuals, to slow down and to pay 

attention to what new things are emerging and what God is 

doing in our midst. In Isaiah 43:19 God tells the people, “I 

am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not 

perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in 

the desert.” Indeed, God is doing something new, both in 

our lives and at Augustana.   

 

As a congregation, the Spirit is leading us into a new future 

as we step out in faith. God is not leading us into the past, 

nor should we try to recapture it. Instead, as we engage in 

new rhythms of faithfulness, and as we attend to the 

prompting of the Spirit, we can better discern what is emerg-

ing among us, and the future into which God is leading us. It 

is exciting to feel the wind of the Spirit filling the sails of Au-

gustana as we commit to this emerging adventure. 

 

But still, the unknown can be scary, and transition and 

change are often difficult. I take great comfort in knowing 

that God holds the future and promises to guide and walk 

with us each step of the way. It also helps to know that a 

solid search process is in place and committed teams are 

working on calling Augustana’s Interim Pastor and our next 

Lead or Senior Pastor. (Please read the front page of this 

newsletter for the details.) I will be present throughout the 

entire transition and will continue to teach, preach, lead 

worship, and provide pastoral care as the Interim Associate 

Pastor. So please feel free to reach out if you have any needs 

or concerns.  

 

 

 

Meantime, a few pieces of the puzzle are falling into place. 

We are very excited to share that a skilled and gifted organ-

ist, Andy Jacob, will be joining us in September (see page 3).  

As our COVID restrictions are easing and we have the capaci-

ty to gather in person, we are shifting from our daily video 

offerings to four each week. You will still be able to tune in 

for online worship each Sunday, as well as a discussion of 

the upcoming preaching text on Fridays. A variety of messag-

es will be shared on Tuesdays and Thursdays as well.  

 

We ask that you continue to keep Augustana in your prayers 

as we together embrace God’s future. As you take the time 

to listen to God’s nudges and the Spirit’s prompting this 

summer, I pray whatever emerges in your life, and in our 

collective life as a church will come as “a way in the wilder-

ness and rivers in the desert.” 

 

Blessings in Christ., 

 

 

 

 

 

p.s. You can still join our Wednesday evening summer ZOOM 

Bible study on the “I AM” statements of Jesus. Contact Barb 

Rolfes in the office at 651.457.3373 if you are interested. 
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Meet Our New Organist 

Andy Jacob 
 

A lifelong Lutheran, Andy grew up and was formed as a church musician at Normandale Lutheran 

Church in Edina. His love of church music led him to complete a music degree from St. Olaf College, 

where he studied organ and choral conducting, and where he served as Interim Cantor to the Stu-

dent Congregation for the fall term of 2018. Following his time at St. Olaf, Andy served as the inau-

gural Organ Scholar at the Lutheran Church of the Redeemer in downtown Atlanta, and then moved 

to North Carolina to complete his Master of Music in Organ Performance at the University of North 

Carolina School of the Arts. Throughout his time at UNCSA, he served as Director of Traditional Worship at Rehobeth United 

Methodist Church in Greensboro.  
 

Andy’s greatest joy as a church musician comes when he leads a worshiping congregation in song and he regularly incorporates 

improvisation into his service playing. He has appeared as a recitalist and hymn festival leader in communities across the country. 

When he isn’t at the organ console, Andy enjoys volunteering at the Minnesota Streetcar Museum and learning new recipes in the 

kitchen. In October of 2021, Andy will be married to his college sweetheart, Alexandra Mauney, an associate pastor at Westmin-

ster Presbyterian Church in downtown Minneapolis. Andy’s first Sunday on the bench at Augustana will be September 5. 
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Choose your worship  

experience based on your  

comfort level. If experiencing 

any symptoms related to 

COVID-19, please stay home.  

 

 

Summer Worship Times  
 

9:00 am Drive-In Worship, Augustana north parking lot 
 

10:00 am In-Person Traditional Worship, Sanctuary  
 

Online (traditional service), visit augustana.com (scroll 

down the homepage to the Online Worship box). Also 

available on our Facebook page or YouTube channel.   

Baptism Classes 
 

If you desire baptism for yourself or child, we ask that you 

attend a baptism class led by Pastor Deb Kielsmeier. This 45 

minute class will be conducted over ZOOM. We will discuss 

the meaning of Christian Baptism and the importance of this 

sacrament. Please contact Barb Rolfes at brol-

fes@augustana.com 651.457.3373 to reserve a spot. More 

classes will be scheduled throughout 2021. 
 

Wednesday, August 17, 6:00 pm  

Summer Virtual Bible Study 

The “I AM” Statements of Jesus  

Wednesday evenings at 6:00 pm  
 

Jesus made some revealing statements about his identity 

and character in the gospel of John. Join Pastor Deb to dig 

into the ‘I AM’ statements of Jesus. This Bible study is over 

ZOOM and is beginner friendly. Please sign up in the 

church office with Barb Rolfes. Call 651-457-3373 or email 

brolfes@augustana.com. 
 

July 7          I AM the Way, Truth, & Life           John 14: 1-7 

July 14       I AM the True Vine                           John 15: 1-6 

July 21       I AM                                                    John 8:31-58 

Births 

• Rowan Louise Yager, daughter of Nathan and Heidi Yager, 

born on June 14. 
 

Baptisms 

• Giovanni Lombardi, son of Renato Lomardi and Angela         

Carlson-Lombardi. Sponsors for Giovanni are Kevin and  

        Louise Gordon. 

• Rowan Louise Yager, daughter of Nathan and Heidi Yager. 

Sponsors for Rowan are Ryan Lynch and Brittany Filkins. 
 

Marriages 
 

• Sara (Gilbertson) and Nathaniel Alm, on May 29. 
 

Deaths: 

• Lorraine Freeburg, mother of Gail Serverson and step-
mother of Paul Freeburg. 

• Jodi Royce, wife of Jeff Royce and mother of Elizabeth, 
Anna, James, and Faith. 

• Earl Sherburne, brother of Paul Sherburne. 
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Living Well with Chronic Conditions  

Tuesdays, July 13 – August 24 from 1:00 – 3:30 pm 

No cost to attend but donations are appreciated. Register now at https://

yourjuniper.org/Classes/Register/2434 or contact the Faith Community Nurse 

Network office at 651-204-0904 or info@fcnntc.org for more information.  
 

Living with a chronic health condition such as arthritis, diabetes, cancer, or 

mental health conditions can be a daily challenge. Take charge by joining this 

Living Well with Chronic Conditions workshop.  
 

Participants in this virtual class make weekly action plans, share experiences 

and help each other solve problems as they carry out their plans. Topics in-

clude nutrition, exercise, medication use, pain management, emotions and 

communicating with medical providers.   
 

This "virtual" class will held via ZOOM and hosted by Joann Arneberg, MPH, 

RN, faith community nurse and Jessica Drecktrah, MHA, MN, RN, faith com-

munity nurse. There will be an introductory session on July 13 where partici-

pants can meet one another, practice using ZOOM, and receive support for 

technical challenges. Registration is reserved for Minnesota residents age 60 

and above.  
 

Need Pastoral Care?  

The Augustana pastoral care team wants to care for you and your family as 

you walk through life’s challenges.  Please call the church office at 

651.457.3373 if you are hospitalized, having surgery, or are in need of pastoral 

support. 
 

Have a Prayer Request?  

Prayer requests can be emailed to our prayer team: prayers@augustana.com. 

All requests will remain confidential.  

Augustana COVID Guidelines 

As Minnesota and the Department of Health 

lift the COVID-19 restrictions, Augustana will 

follow their guidance. Masks are optional for 

those who are vaccinated and recommend-

ed for those who are not vaccinated. We will 

continue safe distribution of communion 

and collection of the offering at both the 

indoor and drive-in services. Food and bev-

erages will not be served to large groups 

indoors until September 1. As always, if you 

are experiencing any symptoms of illness, 

please stay home. Symptoms might be: 

• Fever or chills 

• Cough 

• Shortness of breath, difficulty breathing 

• Fatigue 

• Muscle or body aches 

• Headache 

• New loss of taste or smell 

• Sore throat 

• Congestion or runny nose 

• Nausea or diarrhea 
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Flow Class, Tuesdays, July 6—August 31, 6:00—7:00 pm 

Chair Class, Thursdays, July 8—September 1, 3:00—4:00 pm 

Cost: $40 for 8 week session or $6 per class drop in fee 
 

In-person classes will continue over the summer in the Fellowship Hall  

at Augustana. Instructor Cristi Hoving will lead the classes. COVID-safe  

guidelines will be followed. Use the link to sign up:  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b49a4ac2da2fe3-july 
 

Not ready for in-person class? These same classes will also be on Face-

book Live. Contact Joann Arneberg in the church office 651.457.3373 

for details.  

Faith-Filled Yoga 

https://yourjuniper.org/Classes/Register/2434
https://yourjuniper.org/Classes/Register/2434
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VBS Spots Still Available 

There are a few spots left for VBS, July 19-22, 9:00 am-12:00 pm.  

Cost is $15 per child. Sign up and pay at augustana.com under 

the Grow & Connect tab, then under Children’s Ministry. You 

can also mail or drop your payment off in the church office.   
 

July Service and Fun Day 

Friday, July 23, 9:00 am-4:00 pm for kids finishing grades 3-5.  

Cost is $25 per child and includes snacks, lunch, and admission 

to the Apple Valley Aquatics Center. We will do a few different 

service projects in the morning for Neighbor’s Inc. and Walking 

With A Purpose. Please bring a swimsuit, towel, and sunscreen. 

Sign up at signupgenius.com/go/30E0848AAAA22A0F94-july1. 
 

Drive In Movie Dates 

All are invited for movie night in the east parking lot. Bring your 

own chairs, blankets, and snacks. Movies will start about 9:00 

pm (weather permitting). Tune into 90.1 FM on your radio to 

listen to the movie.  
 

July 16-Luca (the new Disney movie) 

July 30-Mighty Ducks  

August 13-Mama Mia  

August 20-Soul 
 

Kids’ Kingdom Fall Survey 

Parents, please take a minute to answer a few questions to  

help us plan for the fall. Your input is important and very much 

appreciated. If you have comments or questions that aren’t on 

the survey, please email Cathy at chendrikson@augustana.com. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SW3YVCV. 

July Family Fun Night 

Monday, July 12 at 5:30 pm 

Join us in the east parking lot for a 

cookout and the outdoor stage pro-

duction of School House Rock JR, 

presented by The Lakeshore Players Theatre’s Young Profes-

sional Players Program. Based on the classic Saturday morning 

cartoon series, Schoolhouse Rock, this production includes the 

popular songs of I'm Just a Bill, Interjections, Do The Circula-

tion, and Conjunction Junction. Erin Schwab, Kivan Kirk, and 

Emily Villano direct these young performers. A dinner of hot 

dogs, hamburgers, chips, and fruit will start at 5:30 pm (free-

will offering). The production will start at 6:30 pm. ALL ARE 

WELCOME! Bring your friends, grandchildren, neighbors, or 

come by yourself for a fun evening of entertainment. Please 

bring your own chair or blanket to sit on as we will be outside 

for both dinner and the show. Please rsvp at: signupgeni-

us.com/go/30E0848AAAA22A0F94-july so we know how much 

food to have on hand.  

 

Food Trucks and Fun! 

Saturday, July 17 at 12:00 pm, Augustana East Parking Lot 

Back for a second show, Erin Schwab and the Lakeshore Players 

will perform the musical production of School House Rock JR. 

(See description above). If you missed the first production or 

just want to see it again, stop by, grab some lunch from one of 

many food trucks and enjoy the show. Please bring your own 

chair or blanket to sit on. Let’s pack the parking lot and show 

our support for this group of actors.  
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High School Summer Retreat  

Friday, July 30 - Sunday, August 1, 2021 

Cost: $180 includes meals, lodging, transportation, and fees 

Augustana youth and friends entering grades 10-12 and just 

graduated from high school are invited to our High School 

Summer Retreat. Our weekend will be spent serving our local 

community, playing games, swimming, learning, and relaxing. 

After volunteering with local organizations during the day on 

Friday, we will head to the Mt. Olivet Conference and Retreat 

Center, in Farmington for the weekend. This will be a weekend 

filled with fun as we gather in community and serve our neigh-

bors. Space is limited. Register online at — https://

augustana.com/high-school-summer-retreat-2021/.  

Confirmation Summer Retreats 

This summer we will offer daylong retreats for confirmation 

students. These retreats are divided up by grade level so stu-

dents can get to know their classmates at church. Each day 

will be a combination of service projects, games, devotions 

and fun! Activities will take place in the Fellowship Hall and 

outside. Lunch and snacks will be provided. All the retreats 

begin at 9:00 am and end at 4:00 pm.  
 

Entering Grade 9 - Wednesday, July 7 

Entering Grade 8 - Monday, July 26 

Entering Grade 7 - Thursday, August 5 OR  Monday, August 9 

Register online at— https://augustana.com/confirmation-

daylong-retreat-2021/. There is no cost to participate but  

registration is required for planning purposes.  

https://augustana.com/grow-connect/children-families/
signupgenius.com/go/30E0848AAAA22A0F94-july1
mailto:chendrikson@augustana.com
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SW3YVCV
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I%27m_Just_a_Bill
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Do_The_Circulation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Do_The_Circulation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conjunction_Junction
signupgenius.com/go/30E0848AAAA22A0F94-july
signupgenius.com/go/30E0848AAAA22A0F94-july
https://augustana.com/high-school-summer-retreat-2021/
https://augustana.com/high-school-summer-retreat-2021/
https://augustana.com/confirmation-daylong-retreat-2021/
https://augustana.com/confirmation-daylong-retreat-2021/


 

 

MN Child Waiting for Adoption 
 

In support of mission partner, Lutheran Social Service (LSS), 

each month we present the photo and information of a child 

currently in MN foster care awaiting adoption. There are over 

900 children awaiting adoption in MN.  
 

Dajuan (16) is a friendly, 

polite, personable and 

soft-spoken teen who is 

very observant of people 

and is aware of every-

thing around him. Dajuan 

is very curious about how 

things work and says he 

would like to work in car-

pentry or construction when he gets older. Dajuan has a vivid 

imagination and has a gift for figuring out how things fit to-

gether and special activities that require thinking and plan-

ning. Dajuan can make amazing things with Origami. He also 

loves to draw and play video games. His favorite past time is 

basketball and will play anytime he is able.  

Contact Sara.jeske@chlss.org 

Habitat for Humanity 

The Augustana Habitat for Humanity Work Camp will be new 

home construction located at 745 5th Ave. South, South St. 

Paul, the weeks of August 9 & 16. We are limited to 10-12 

volunteers per day. Please sign up as a construction volunteer 

or to provide a donation for box lunches at the site. Contact 

Barb Rolfes at the church office, 651.457.3373 for additional 

details or to sign up. Thank you in advance, for volunteering!  

 

Community Night To Unite Event 

Tuesday, August 3, 5:30 pm-7:30 pm 

Mark your calendars for a fun event for the Augustana com-

munity and our neighbors. We will have food, fun, and enter-

tainment in the church parking lot. Watch for more infor-

mation to come!  
 

Volunteers Needed! 

Volunteers are needed to help at the Night To Unite event on 

Tuesday, August 3 from 5:30 pm-7:30 pm. Help is needed 

to set-up, serve food, greet/security, and tear down. This 

hopefully will be an annual event at Augustana, so why not be 

a part of our first one? Please sign-up for a shift at 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0848AAAA22A0F94-

night. We ask that volunteers be at least confirmation age and 

older.  

Loaves & Fishes  

Tuesday, July 6 and Monday, July 12  

4:00—6:00 pm 

St. Matthews Catholic Church, 510 Hall Ave, St Paul, MN  
 

Volunteers are needed to help pack and hand 

out meals at Loaves and Fishes. Please email 

Cathy at chendrikson@augustana.com if you 

are willing to help.  
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Community Mission Committee Members Wanted 

If you like to plan events and help make our community a 

better place, we would love to have you join the Community 

Mission Committee. This committee meets once a month, 

September through May. They are responsible for MN Food-

share month, Auggie Bags, Christmas Giving Fair, and God’s 

Work, Our Hands Day, to name a few. 
 

This committee is open to anyone confirmation-age & older. 

If you are interested in community missions at Augustana and 

would like to join us, please email Cathy at chendrik-

son@augustana.com for more information.  

 

Put Your Plastic Bags to Good Use!  
 
 

Augustana member, Nancy 

Schneider is part of the Um-

brella Group. One of the 

things they do is make bed 

mats out of plastic bags and 

give to people experiencing  

homelessness. These mats 

insulate from ground mois-

ture and keep bugs away. It 

takes approximately 700 bags and 40 hours to make one 

mat. If you have Cub, Target, Walmart, etc. shopping bags 

that you would like to donate, please drop them by the 

church office or Information Center! Thank you! 

mailto:Sara.jeske@chlss.org
mailto:brolfes@augustana.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0848AAAA22A0F94-night
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0848AAAA22A0F94-night
mailto:chendrikson@augustana.com
mailto:chendrikson@augustana.com
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The deadline for the  

August 2021 issue of  

Augustana Life is  

July 13, 2021.  

 
 

If you have questions,  

contact Carla Pfeifer at  

651 457.3373 or  

cpfeifer@augustana.com  

 
 

Augustana Life is published monthly  

by Augustana Lutheran Church  

1400 South Robert Street   

West Saint Paul, MN 55118-3197  

Church Office 651 457-3373 Custodial Staff 
Steve Bechtold  Deb Bechtold  

Carie Closmore John Closmore 

Will Miedema Lowell Steenberg   

Pastor 
 

Deb Kielsmeier 
   dkielsmeier@augustana.com 
 
 

Program Staff 
Laurie Armon, Program Assistant,  Children & 
Family Ministry   
  larmon@augustana.com 
 

Joann Arneberg, RN MPH,  
Faith Community Nurse 
  jarneberg@augustana.com 
 
 

Stacy Eichman-Cardwell, Director, Adult 

Ministry   
  secardwell@augustana.com 
 

Cathy Hendrikson, Director, Children &  
Family Ministry; Director Community Mission 
  chendrikson@augustana.com 
 

Abby Norlin-Weaver, Director, Youth &  
Family Ministry 
   anorlinweaver@augustana.com 
 

Carla Pfeifer, Communications Coordinator 

   cpfeifer@augustana.com 

Music Staff 
Kathy Andrews, Co-director of Music 
 

Kristina Langlois, Co-director of Music 
 

Lisa Griffin, Celebration Band Director 
 

Kim Zemple, Chorister Choir Director 
 

Office Staff 
 

Stacy Bratvold, Bookkeeper 

  sbratvold@augustana.com 
 

Vanessa Hernandez, Nursery Coordinator 
 
 

Cori Pochardt, Secretary 
  cpochardt@augustana.com 
 

Barbara Rolfes, Administrative Secretary; 

Volunteer Coordinator  
   brolfes@augustana.com 
 
 

Deb Van, Financial Secretary 

  dvan@augustana.com 
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Have you heard the story about the turtle that had a 6-pack holder stretched 

over it’s shell? Maybe you’ve even seen the statistic from The Ocean Conserv-

ancy that there are over 165 MILLION tons of plastic in our oceans. Current 

estimates are that up to 13.9 MILLION tons of plastic enter our oceans EVERY year – and that amount could 

triple in the next 10 years. The Ellen MacArthur Foundation estimates that plastic could even outweigh fish in 

our oceans by 2050. What can you do to help? Think about reducing the “top 4 we can’t ignore” materials:  

plastic bags, plastic bottles, takeaway cups and plastic straws.   
 

Commit to using the reusable bags you’ve collected over the years. Pull them out of your cupboards, give them a wash, put them in your 

car and grab them EVERY time you go to a store or Farmer’s Market. Over 500 BILLION plastic bags are used globally each year (at least 1 

million/minute). Replacing these with reusable bags is one of the easiest ways to get rid of plastic in our environment.   
 

Make or buy some lightweight cloth bags to replace produce bags. Plastic bags have an average useful lifespan of 15 minutes, but they 

take 500 to 1,000 years to break down in a landfill. 
 

Find the reusable cup that Augustana gave you several years ago. Your kids probably have water bottles that they’ve gotten from sports 

or other activities. Get a mug that you can leave in your car for use when you stop to get a cup of takeaway coffee.   
 

Keep a reusable straw from some of your extra reusable cups in your car or purse. When you go to a drive-through window, tell the cash-

ier that you don’t need a straw. Think of all the straws you would keep OUT of the landfill over the course of the year. And if your whole 

family does that – think of the ripples! Also, if a server drops straws on your table in a restaurant, kindly hand them back and say you do 

not need them. To get tips and ideas for all that you can do, check out https://www.plasticfreejuly.org/. You can sign up to take the chal-

lenge or just see what others have done to reduce their use of plastic. 

 

 EarthKeepers      

Plastic Free July  
 

Take the Challenge! 
  

https://www.plasticfreejuly.org/
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