Liturgical Season: Time after Pentecost

August 2021

Call

COMMITTEE
Update

The Call Committee is meeting with St. Paul Area Synod Bishop Patricia Lull in August regarding the call process for our new
Senior Pastor. Bishop Lull has been working with our committee and will continue to be our synod representative as we search
for a new Senior Pastor this fall. Here is some important information for the congregation regarding this:
Preview the Ministry Site Profile (MSP) - The call committee has spent much time gathering congregational input and filling out
the Ministry Site Profile (MSP), which answers questions about Augustana and what new Senior Pastor characteristics are desired. The MSP will be available to preview at augustana.com on September 1. From the homepage, scroll down and click on the
Call Committee Updates box. If a paper copy is necessary, contact the church office 651.457.3373.
Congregational Town Hall Meeting to review the MSP - There will be a congregational town hall meeting on Tuesday,
September 14 at 7:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. The call committee will talk about the different parts of the MSP and invite
any further congregational input.
Posting of our Senior Pastor Position - After the town hall meeting, the Call Committee will ask the Church Council to approve
the MSP. Once the council approves this document, the MSP will be posted on the National ELCA website. This marks the first
time interested pastors can read our MSP and the synod officially accepts applications for our call.
If you have any suggestion of a pastor that would be a good fit for Augustana and have not already shared this information,
please fill out the Candidate Nomination Form on church website (augustana.com). The deadline to do so is September 22. (On
the home page, scroll until you see the ‘Call Committee Updates’ box and click on that. From there look for the menu items entitled ‘Candidate Nomination Form’.
Start of the Interviewing Process - The application period will be a few weeks. When appropriate, Bishop Lull will contact the
Augustana Call Committee and give us 3 to 5 of the best candidate names for our position. Bishop Lull reassuringly expects that
Augustana will have some excellent choices to consider. When we get the names (probably sometime in October), we will begin
the first round of interviews. We will listen to many sermons and do our best to evaluate our candidates. The names that we get
must remain confidential. Candidates may not want their congregations to know that they are considering another call.
We will continue to communicate the progress of this important process.
Thanks for your patience and prayers.

Pastor Arne Bergland

Help us get to know you: My wife, Susan is a retired schoolteacher having
worked in a variety of settings including a two-room schoolhouse in Lindsay
Montana. She loves to knit and bake and spend time with family and
friends. She is a die-hard Vikings fan and is excited to back in the land of purple and gold.
Gretë is our oldest daughter, she works in the hospitality industry at Travail
kitchen and amusements, a restaurant in Robbinsdale. Ingrid is our youngest
child, they work at Pride, a chemical dependency rehab center in Eden Prairie.
Both are super excited to have their parents back in town.
Both Susan and I grew up in Winona. We began to date our senior year in
college. Susan went to Hamline, and I went to Augsburg. I received my B.A. in
Theatre Arts before attending seminary at Luther in St. Paul. I have served
churches in Alaska, (internship) Montana, Iowa and Washington State. I also have served as the Church Relations Director at
California Lutheran University.
As for hobbies, I attempt to play guitar and banjo. I love to go to and/or watch movies as well as attend live theatre. I am
the cook in my family when time permits. (Susan is the baker, I am the cook.)
Favorite Bible verse: How does one answer that question? My favorite bible verse begins, “In the beginning, God created…
(Genesis1:1) and ends “The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s people.” (Revelation 21:21). All of scripture is God’s love
story to us. If I had to pick a verse today it would be, “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.” Jeremiah 29:11. Throughout our marriage in all its ups and downs
Susan and I have carried the motto, “God will provide.” That has been true all our lives. What a joy to be able to trust in the
goodness of God in all things!
When I’m not at Augustana, you will find me . . . I have always been a Twins, Vikings, and Gophers fan. (How could one not
trust in the Grace of God!) In recent years I have also come to follow the Wild and Gophers women’s hockey. So, either in
front of a TV or attending in person would be a good place to find me. There are two high holy days in the year. Those are
the days of the Vikings/Packer contests. You might find me enjoying great Thai food followed by a slice of Vanilla Tres Leches at Café Latte. If you get up early enough you would most certainly find me at the Minnesota State Fair, a treat that has
eluded me for over 30 years. Lastly, we look forward to the many opportunities to partake of Metro theatre offerings.
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Death: Matt Sherburne, son of Paul and Cheryl Sherburne.
Choose your worship
experience based on your
comfort level. If experiencing
any symptoms related to
COVID-19, please stay home.

Summer Worship Times
9:00 am Drive-In Worship, Augustana north parking lot
Tune in to 90.1FM to hear the service.

10:00 am In-Person Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
Online (traditional service), visit augustana.com (scroll
down the homepage to the Online Worship box). Also
available on our Facebook page or YouTube channel.

Looking for a new
Cherub Choir Director!

Thank You:
Dear Augustana,
Words are inadequate to express our thanks to all of you
for your love and very generous gifts given to us as well as
to the Harvest Fund and Widow’s Might.
The Saturday brunch and our last Sunday with you were so
special. The full sanctuary, the singing, the power of the
Spirit, and God’s Word in the context of the worshipping
community were so meaningful. It was amazing to be worshipping together in our sanctuary.
The program after the service captured all of our emotions
from tears to joy. We will miss you all more than you can
know. But, we hold our time with you and the ministry we
shared forever in our hearts.
Thank you Augustana! You are a powerful community of
Jesus followers and our lives have been forever blessed by
our 32 years together. With love and gratitude,

Pastor Aune and Janis

Augustana is looking for a new director for
the Cherub Choir. After fourteen years of directing
the Cherubs, Kathy Andrews has decided to step
down from this position.
The Cherub Choir meets weekly during the program
year from 6:15- 6:55 pm.
This choir is for children in grades 1-3 and they sing
in church about once a month. Please contact
Kathy Andrews, 651-357-6032 if you might
be interested in directing this
wonderful children’s choir!

Baptism Classes
If you desire baptism for yourself or child, we ask that you
attend a baptism class led by Pastor Deb Kielsmeier. This 45
minute class will be conducted over ZOOM. We will discuss
the meaning of Christian Baptism and the importance of this
sacrament. Please contact Barb Rolfes at brolfes@augustana.com 651.457.3373 to reserve a spot. More
classes will be scheduled throughout 2021.
Wednesday, August 17, 6:00 pm
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Dear friends at Augustana,
Thank you so much for your
steadfast support on my journey to ordination. The financial support, flowers, and
presence of so many in person or in spirit was overwhelming. It was a joy to have Pastor Aune officiate at
communion, to have my internship committee do the
presentation, and to have Anne Storlie’s amazing voice
sing special music. The prelude, “Finlandia” was an arrangement by Kris Langlois. Augustana was well represented. I have been blessed. Please visit me at Fish Lake Lutheran Church in Stark, MN and then stay for coffee. It’s
always nice to see Augustana faces! In gratitude,

Pastor Teleen Saunders

Faith-based Yoga
In-person classes are held in
the Fellowship Hall at Augustana with instructor Cristi
Hoving. Use the link to sign
up: https://
www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0B49A4AC2DA2FE3inperson

Not ready for in-person or location is not good for you? These
same classes will also be on Facebook Live, just a little change
in the current schedule (see below). Contact Joann Arneberg
651.457.3373 or jarneberg@augustana.com for the Facebook
link.
Tuesdays, 6:00-7:00 pm: August 3, 10, 17, 24, 31
Thursdays, 3:00-4:00 pm: August 5, 12, 19, 26, Sept 2

Red Cross Blood Drive
October 5 from 1:00 - 7:00 pm
Augustana will host our annual blood drive on Tuesday,
October 5. Visit www.redcrossblood.org to schedule a
donation time. Click on find a date, refine search, October 5,
2021 and refine results. Augustana will be at the top of the
list for that date. There are 40 spots available. There is a
critical need for blood donations. We hope that you will
consider giving the gift of life!

Announcement about The Gathering
Lyngblomsten is shifting their programing to the Como and
White Bear Lake areas for in-person respite care. This means
the Gathering will no longer be held in West St. Paul. We are
sad not to host these special families in our building. We are
sad as well that our volunteers will not be here on a regular
basis serving and ministering with their amazing gifts.

The Lyngblomsten staff would like to invite all Gathering volunteers to a final “Gathering gathering” on Thursday, July 29
at 2:00 pm to acknowledge and thank our volunteers. We will
gather at Augustana. If weather cooperates, we will meet outside. If not, we will be inside. Treats will be served. Bring a
lawn chair if you are able. Please call the church office to
RSVP: 651.457.3373.

Need Pastoral Care?
The Augustana pastoral care team wants to care for you and
your family as you walk through life’s challenges. Please call
the church office at 651.457.3373 if you are hospitalized, having surgery, or are in need of pastoral support.

Have a Prayer Request?
Prayer requests can be emailed to our prayer team: prayers@augustana.com. All requests will remain confidential.

4

As we move forward from COVID-19 shutdowns, I am sure many of you have realized that “normal” is more like “we are not in
Kansas anymore”. Augustana’s adult fall programming will also be different. Here is what you can expect for adult opportunities
this fall:

Adult Forum will begin in-person Sunday, October 3. However,
there will only be one session offered 9:45 -10:45 am.

Women’s Coffee and Conversation begins in-person Monday,
September 27, 10:00 – 11:30 am. We will meet for 4 or 5 week
sessions on a topic with a break in-between sessions.

Online adult education sessions will be available in a similar format
as last season. Videos will be available to view with optional discussions
on Tuesday evenings. The title of this year’s series uses our theme “….and Yet”

In November, we will start an online book study on Sunday evenings using
Rev. Dr. Jacqui Lewis’s new book Fierce Love: A Bold Path to Ferocious Courage
and Rule-Breaking Kindness That Can Heal the World.

Augustana’s interim pastors will continue with Wednesday evening
Where Faith Meets Life Bible study of the upcoming preaching text.

Details about class offerings can be found in the newsletter, bulletin announcements, and in Stacy’s weekly Constant Contact
emails. If you are not receiving these emails, please contact Stacy at secardwell@augustana.com. Paper flyers will not be available.
Coffee, creamers and limited food will be offered at in-person sessions when Stacy is present.
Yes, Reflections from the Farm will occur occasionally. Look for the first one in September. Enjoy the rest of your summer,

Stacy

We’ve had three great weeks of VBS!
Here are some highlights.

Drive-Movie Schedule
All movies will start at 9:00 pm as of now. As we move into
fall, movies will start earlier.
July 30-Mighty Ducks
August 20-Soul
September 17-Dog Gone Trouble
September 24-Dreamworks “Home”
October 15-Shrek
October 29-Hocus Pocus

Kids’ Kingdom Fall Survey
Parents, please take a minute to answer a few questions to
help us better plan for fall. Your input is important and very
much appreciated. If you have comments or questions that
aren’t on the survey, please feel free to email Cathy at
chendrikson@augustana.com.
www.surveymonkey.com/r/SW3YVCV

Save the Dates
Sunday, September 12-Welcome Back Sunday
Sunday, October 3-Kids’ Kingdom starts
Saturday, October 23-Fall Festival/Trunk or Treat
Thursday, October 21-MEA event (grades 4-6)
November 19-Dinner & Bingo
December 17-Ornament Make & Take

Family Fun Night
Painting With Jan Gunderson
Monday, August 9, dinner at 5:15 pm, painting at 6:00 pm
All are welcome to an evening of dinner and painting with
Jan Gunderson. Dinner will be Jimmy John’s, fruit, salad, and
dessert. Children must be accompanied by an adult! Please
sign-up by August 4 at signupgenius.com/
go/30E0848Aaaa22A0F94-august.
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Confirmation students have you completed your Habits of Faith?
One of the goals of confirmation is to help students practice letting their faith guide and
shape who they are and how they show up in
the world each day. The way we do that is to
ask students to practice living out the faith beliefs about which we are learning. Turning these faith beliefs into
faith habits requires intentionality and practice. Participating in
worship services, serving their neighbors, and pursing lifelong
learning are all ways confirmation students can form and practice
healthy faith habits.

Our Christian faith teaches us we are to care for
our neighbors and all of creation. It calls us to do
something for our community and world outside of
our families. This faith habit requires that you actively serve your neighbor.
1 hour = 1 act habit practiced. Limit four credits per year for any
given project (unless otherwise noted). One form may be used for
any multi-day event (acolyte, choir, summer trips and camps, etc.)
Final practice counts for acts of service to be determined by Augustana staff.

This habit must be practiced at least 6 times by August 2021

Part of being in a faith community includes worshiping together—a time to gather to hear the
word of God, celebrate God, reflect on what
God is up to in our lives, and proclaim a shared
belief. With this shared belief we pass on the
stories, history, and lessons of our faith to the next generation.
Worship practices might include:

• At Augustana
• Another church
• Watching an online service
• Other significant worship event (wedding, funeral,
etc.)
Complete a worship faith practice form for each worship service
attended. 1 service = 1 worship habit practiced.

Ongoing learning helps us better understand our
own faith and beliefs. Curiosity helps us stay active
in our faith. Ask questions. Explore what others
have to say. Learn what has happened in the past.
When we connect our life experiences with what
we learn, we grow in our faith. Participation in Christian educational opportunities outside of regular confirmation events or worship
services is a component of learning and growing. Options might
include: engaging with Augustana daily video series, using the faith
practice cards, workshops, retreats, Bible Studies, Bible camp, conferences, reading a book, attending a concert, a devotional, etc.
1 hour = 1 learn & grow habit practiced. Limit four credits per year
for any given project (unless otherwise noted).

This habit must be practiced at least 6 times by August 2021

This habit must be practiced at least 10 times by August 2021

2021-2022 Confirmation Year
In September we will welcome new and returning students to confirmation by grade level!
Each grade is assigned a Wednesday evening for students and a parent/guardian to attend
together. We will reconnect with classmates and set ourselves up for a successful year
together!
Each Wednesday we will meet in the Fellowship Hall, starting at 6:00 pm and ending no
later than 7:00 pm.
• Wednesday, September 15—for students entering grade 7 and parent/guardian
• Wednesday, September 22—for students entering grade 8 and parent/guardian
• Wednesday, September 29—for students entering grade 9 and parent/guardian

Confirmation Sunday
& Saturday Rehearsal
Confirmands will affirm their faith on
Sunday, September 26, during the
9:45 am service. Students will participate in a class photo and rehearsal on
Saturday, September 25 at 8:15 am. A
letter with more details will be mailed
to confirmands and their families.
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Habitat for Humanity

MN Child Waiting for Adoption

The Augustana Habitat for Humanity Work Camp will be new
home construction located at 745 5th Ave. South, South St.
Paul, the weeks of August 9 & 16. We are limited to 10-12
volunteers per day. Please sign up as a construction volunteer
or to provide a donation for box lunches at the site. Contact
Barb Rolfes at the church office 651.457.3373 for additional
details or to sign up. Thank you in advance, for volunteering!

In support of mission partner, Lutheran Social Service (LSS),
each month we present the photo and information of a child
currently in MN foster care awaiting adoption. There are over
900 children awaiting adoption in MN.

Indoor Ushers Needed
As we move into fall programing, we need a few new people
to help usher at all of the worship services. If you are willing
to help once a month on a team, please email Barb at brolfes@augustana.com. It is important that we have enough
people ushering to welcome everyone back and to welcome
our visitors.

Funeral Servers Needed
As we start having funeral lunches again in the Fellowship
Hall, we need volunteers to help serve at these lunches. It is
an on-call volunteer position, so you would only volunteer if
you are available when you are called. If you are available
during the day and would be willing to help out occasionally,
please email Barb at brolfes@augustana.com.

Loaves & Fishes
Tuesday, August 3 and Monday, August 9
4:00—6:00 pm
St. Matthews Catholic Church, 510 Hall Ave, St Paul, MN

Matthew is a sweet 15 year old
boy looking for his forever
home. He has a great sense of
humor and loves telling jokes
and stories. He loves to learn
and share all of his fun facts. He
is very empathetic and cares
deeply for others. He is very
adventurous and loves to help
with tasks, especially outdoors.
Matthew loves to fish, climb
tress, swim, and play with his
dogs. Matthew would do best
as an only child. He has suffered a great deal of trauma, so a
trauma informed family with a lot of patience and structure
would be ideal. For more information contact
sara.jeske@chlss.org.

Volunteers are needed to help pack and hand out meals.
Please email Cathy at chendrikson@augustana.com if you
would like to help.

Augustana has a new partner in Guatemala: the Colegio Luterano Agustino de Guatemala, also
known as CLAG ("See-log"). We are excited to work with Gloria Dei Lutheran, St. Paul, as a companion to the elementary school located just south of Guatemala City, near the ILAG Lutheran
Center. On Sunday, June 20, members of our Global Mission Team were honored to sign a 3-year
covenant with the ILAG and Gloria Dei to expand our work in Guatemala. In that covenant, we
promise to walk with our partners through weekly prayer, frequent communication, and regular
visits (when it is safe). Already we are making plans to connect our children and teens with our partners.
The school was founded in 2000 by Pastor Esther Echeverria and Bishop Horacio Castillo, and it was relocated in 2020 to a bigger,
safer location. The new structure continues to be remodeled and is truly beautiful. Pictures of the school are available on the Saint
Paul Area Synod webpage: https://spas-elca.org/mission/global-mission/guatemala/. Your global mission offerings have supported
the school for many years, and the results are amazing.
When vaccines are more available in Guatemala, we hope that the school will reopen for in-person learning. For now, the teachers
are working diligently to teach remotely, while also preparing materials for those students who do not have computers.
Pray for both of our partners: San Agustin Lutheran Church and CLAG. And thanks for your support for our global partners.
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Meet Your Church Council
The Augustana Church Council is responsible for the strategic direction and financial life of the congregation. Nine members of the congregation, the pastors,
and a treasurer (non-voting member) make up the council. Members are elected to a three year term at the annual meeting. Members may serve no more
than two consecutive terms. Upon being elected, each member chooses a
church committee on which to participate.
Each month we will help you get to know a council representative. If you wish to
contact any member of the Church Council, please contact the church office at
651.457.3373 and they will have the council member contact you.

Sue Berg-Williams
Help us get to know you: I teach middle school Band in the South Washington County School district. I have been married to my
husband Doug since 1997. We met as music students at the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire. Besides music, I enjoy traveling,
being outdoors (but not sleeping outdoors), playing in the Bell Choir and keeping track of the antics of our 2 cats. We live in South
St Paul.

How long have you been at Augustana? We moved to Minnesota in 1999 and Augustana was the first church we visited. We
were wow-ed by the music and the preaching. We have been members since 2000 but I think we joined the choir before we officially joined the church!
Where do you see God’s abundance in your life? We’ve seen God’s abundance in our life through the relationships we’ve made
at Augustana. We couldn’t imagine our lives without the wonderful, caring friends we have made here and the opportunities for
growth, learning, worship and fellowship with our larger Augustana community.
Share with us your favorite Bible passage: For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or
Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but
of many. —1 Corinthians 12-14
I like this passage because it speaks to the body of Christ as being inclusive of all. Each person is unique but we are all one in the
body of Christ.
One more thing I’d like you to know…. We moved to Japan to teach English 3 weeks after we were married and lived in rural
Japan for 2 years.

You’re Invited to
Free summer concert by the Northern Lights Chamber Music Institute
Tuesday, August 24 at Augustana Lutheran Church
7:00 pm
Please join us for an evening of beautiful chamber music performed by 30 participants of
the Northern Lights Chamber Music Institute (NLCMI). The NLCMI is an annual summer institute where ten days of intense chamber music studies take place at Camp Vermilion on
Lake Vermilion outside of Cook, MN. Gifted young musicians of college and high school age,
along with internationally acclaimed faculty will participate in this concert.
The NLCMI faculty are violinist Young-Nam Kim, artistic director of the Chamber Music
Society; Sally Chisholm, viola professor at the University of Wisconsin at Madison; Daniel
Kim, violist of the Boston Symphony Orchestra and Antony Arnone, cello professor at the
University of Iowa.
The program will consist of quartets, sextets and octets by:
Bartok, Beethoven, Bruch, Dittersdorf, Dvorak, Haydn, Hindemith, Mendelssohn, Mozart,
Schumann, Smetana, Schulloff, Vanhall and Shostakovich.
All participants join at the conclusion of the concert and play together in a string orchestra. The Northern Lights Chamber
Music Institute-Festival is the premiere educational wing of the Chamber Music Society of Minnesota, Young-Nam Kim, Artistic
Director.

Pastor

Music Staff

Arne Bergland

Kathy Andrews, Co-director of Music
Kristina Langlois, Co-director of Music
Lisa Griffin, Celebration Band Director
Kim Zemple, Chorister Choir Director

abergland@augustana.com

Deb Kielsmeier
dkielsmeier@augustana.com

Program Staff
Laurie Armon, Program Assistant, Children &

Office Staff

Family Ministry
larmon@augustana.com

Stacy Bratvold, Bookkeeper

Joann Arneberg, RN MPH,

Vanessa Hernandez, Nursery Coordinator

Faith Community Nurse
jarneberg@augustana.com

Cori Pochardt, Secretary

Stacy Eichman-Cardwell, Director, Adult

Barbara Rolfes, Administrative Secretary;

Ministry
secardwell@augustana.com

Volunteer Coordinator
brolfes@augustana.com

Cathy Hendrikson, Director, Children &

Deb Van, Financial Secretary

Family Ministry; Director Community Mission
chendrikson@augustana.com

sbratvold@augustana.com

cpochardt@augustana.com

dvan@augustana.com

Abby Norlin-Weaver, Director, Youth &
Family Ministry
anorlinweaver@augustana.com

Carla Pfeifer, Communications Coordinator
cpfeifer@augustana.com

Custodial Staff
Steve Bechtold
Carie Closmore
Will Miedema

The deadline for the
September 2021 issue of
Augustana Life is
August 10, 2021.
If you have questions,
contact Carla Pfeifer at
651 457.3373 or
cpfeifer@augustana.com
Augustana Life is published monthly
by Augustana Lutheran Church
1400 South Robert Street
West Saint Paul, MN 55118-3197
Church Office 651 457-3373

Deb Bechtold
John Closmore
Lowell Steenberg
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Looking to September!
Welcome Back Sunday
September 12
Worship at 8:30 & 11:00 am
Fellowship Gathering at 9:45 am
ADULT MINISTRY
Women’s Coffee and Conversation
Mondays, beginning September 27, 10:00 am
In-Person Adult Forum
Sundays, beginning October 3, 9:45 am
YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY
2021-2022 Confirmation Year
In September we will welcome new and returning students to confirmation by grade level!
· Wednesday, September 15—for students entering grade 7 and parent/guardian
· Wednesday, September 22—for students entering grade 8 and parent/guardian
· Wednesday, September 29—for students entering grade 9 and parent/guardian
CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRY
Kids’ Kingdom
Sundays, beginning October 3, 9:45 am
All children ages 4/5 years old through 6th grade are welcome. Watch for registration brochures to be mailed to homes soon.
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