
 

 

  

 September 2021                                                     Liturgical Season: Time after Pentecost 

 

Our Reality 
 

Transition & Uncertainty 

Sadness & Loss 

Joy & Celebration 

Anxiety & Exhaustion 

Contentment & Gratitude 

God Promises 
  

To sit with us in our discomfort and waiting 

To encourage and guide us  

To never give up on us 

To provide for us 

To be faithful and to love us 

2021-22 Annual Congregational Theme 

and yet . . . 

Learn more about  
the annual theme on  

Welcome Back Sunday!  
9.12.21 

 

8:30 am Drive-in worship   

9:45 am  Food & Fellowship 

11:00 am Traditional worship, 

       Sanctuary 
When God’s promises shape and guide who  

we are and how we show up in the world each day, all 

the pieces fall into place! 

About the Theme 
Our theme verse from Isaiah illustrates that we are in a constant state of change, and yet God’s faithful love will never leave us. 

Our realities change day by day or even hour by hour, and yet God’s promises remain constant. The past year has taught us that 

our reality is not always in our control. What we can control is how we respond to our reality. Having a healthy and grounded 

faith allows us to acknowledge our realities and yet choose to live into God’s promises. This is Where Faith Meets Life! 
 

Together over the next year we will explore and name our realities—the good, the complicated, and the challenging. We will 

study and learn about the promises God made so many years ago. We will find hope and strength knowing that these promises 

are still relevant today. Preaching, programming, and practice resources will focus on the broad realties and promises below.   

The mountains may disappear, and the hills may become dust, but my faithful love  

will never leave you.    — Isaiah 54:10a ERV 

The mountains may disappear, and the hills  

may become dust, but my faithful love will  

never leave you.  —Isaiah 54:10a 



 

 

Pastor Arne Bergland  

Our annual theme, and yet . . . speaks to our ever-

changing realities, the good, the bad, and the challeng-

ing. The expected and the unexpected. And yet . . . 

God’s promises remain constant. As I look back over 

the past year for me and my family, I see this scenario 

played out over and over.  

 
And yet . . . 
For over a year my wife Susan and I had planned for 

my retirement in June of 2021. While I loved the con-

gregation I was serving in Montana it left me far too 

little time to be with my daughters Gretë and Ingrid. 

Both were born in Montana. And yet . . . they ended 

up planting themselves here in the Twin Cities. The 

plan was set, my retirement was announced. We 

would spend one last summer enjoying all that we 

could in Montana and make the move to Minnesota  

at least by Christmas. 

 
And yet . . . the phone rang. It was Bishop Lull from the 

St. Paul Area Synod. “Would you be interested in an 

interim position?” Um…well… “I think it would be a 

good fit.” Um…well… it is not what we had planned. I 

never have been one to turn an opportunity down 

without at least a good look, and so I met with the per-

sonnel committee. 

 

And yet . . . plans out the window. “How soon can you 

start?” “What would need to happen? “Not much, sell 

a house, buy a house, move. Downsizing was already in 

the cards. We had to speed it up a bit, however.  

 

 

 

 

And yet . . . garage sale happened followed by quickly 

loading up a U-Haul with all those things we had been 

saving for our daughters. We made the first 1000-mile 

trip to Minneapolis. Spending four days looking at 

nearly 40 homes. We made an offer on a house.  

And yet . . . our offer was accepted the next day. We 

flew back to Montana on a Sunday.  

 

And yet . . . our realtor called Monday morning to ask 

if we might be able to show our house to realtors on 

Wednesday. After a mad scramble our home was pre-

sentable…barely by 9:00 pm. On Wednesday it went on 

the market. And yet . . .  it sold in 10 hours. 

 

And yet . . .  here I am, your interim pastor. I come to 

you as one who depends on the idea that God will pro-

vide. God will provide even when it doesn’t seem to 

square with our plans or timelines. That is the promise 

God has for you. God is with you in all the “and yets” 

of life.   

 

I look forward to exploring our realities together and 

leaning into God’s faithful promises that guide how we 

live, work, and show up in the world each day. 

 

 Peace,  
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The mountains may disappear, and the hills may become dust, but my faithful love will never leave you. 

        —Isaiah 54:10a 
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September 5 Last day of Summer Schedule 
9:00 am Drive-in worship 

10:00 am Traditional worship in Sanctuary 

 

September 12—Welcome Back Sunday 

8:30 am Drive-in worship 

9:45 Fellowship & Food 

11:00 Traditional worship in Sanctuary 

 

September 19 

8:30 am Drive-in worship 
 

9:45 am Traditional worship  

In-person in the Sanctuary 
 

11:00 am Contemporary worship  

In-person in the Fellowship Hall 

 

September 26—Confirmation Sunday 

8:30 am Drive-in worship 
 

9:45 am Traditional worship  

In-person in the Sanctuary 
 

11:00 am Contemporary worship  

In-person in the Fellowship Hall 

11:00 am Service of Confirmation 

Outdoors 
 
 

Online (traditional service), visit augustana.com (scroll 

down the homepage to the Online Worship box). Also 

available on our Facebook page or YouTube channel.   
 

Choose your worship experience based on your  

comfort level. If experiencing any symptoms related to 

COVID-19, please stay home.  

Baptism Classes 
 

If you desire baptism for yourself or child, we ask that you 

attend a baptism class led by Pastor Deb Kielsmeier. This 45 

minute class will be conducted over ZOOM. We will discuss 

the meaning of Christian Baptism and the importance of this 

sacrament. Please contact Barb Rolfes at brol-

fes@augustana.com 651.457.3373 to reserve a spot. More 

classes will be scheduled throughout 2021. 
 

Wednesday, September 22, 6:00-6:45 pm OR 

Sunday, October 24, 12:15-1:00 pm  

Deaths 

Dorothy Tamminen 

 

Congratulations 

Chuck & Martha Barsness on their 50th Wedding Anniversary 

on August 21! 

Fall Worship Schedule 

Welcome Becca Tutewohl! 

We have a new Cherub Choir Director! Becca Tutewohl, a 

2020 graduate of Concordia University in St. Paul, has 

joined the Augustana staff as director of the Cherub Choir. 

Becca has a degree in music education and is currently 

teaching at Groves Academy in St. Louis Park. She is excited 

to share her faith and her love of singing with Augustana‘s 

first through third graders. 
 

On Sunday, September 12 during the 9:45 am hour, please 

say hello to Becca and Kim Zemple. They look forward to 

greeting possible singers for the Cherub and Chorister 

Choirs!  

Choir Rehearsal Start Dates 
 

September 8   Senior Choir    8:00 pm 
 

October 6    Cherub Choir       6:15 pm 

October 6    Chorister Choir    6:15 pm 

October 6    Agape Choir         7:00 pm 

           A Note from Kathy Andrews 

mailto:brolfes@augustana.com
mailto:brolfes@augustana.com


 

 

Faith-Filled Yoga 

Flow Class Tuesdays, 6:00—7:00 pm 

September 14—October 26 

No Class September 28 
 

Chair Class Thursdays, 10:00—11:00 am 

September 16—October 28 

No Class September 23 

$30 for a 6-week session OR 

$6 per class drop in fee 
 

If writing a check, please make payable to Augustana Lutheran Church. 

 

 
 

Seasonal Flu Shot Clinic 

Tuesday, September 21, 12:30-2:30 pm 

Sign up at the Information Center or by calling the church 

office at 651.457.3373. 

 

 

October Red Cross Blood Drive 

Tuesday, October 5, from 1:00 - 7:00 pm 

Augustana will host our annual blood drive 

on October 5.To schedule a donation time, 

please go to www.redcrossblood.org and click on find a date, refine search, 

October 5, 2021 and refine results. Augustana will be at the top of the list for 

that date. There are 40 spots available. There is a critical need for blood dona-

tions. We hope that you will consider giving the gift of life!  

Commissioning of all 

current Befrienders: 

Sunday, September 19 

9:45 am service in the 

Sanctuary.  

 

 

Need Pastoral Care?  

The Augustana pastoral care team wants to 

care for you and your family as you walk 

through life’s challenges.  Please call the 

church office at 651.457.3373 if you are hos-

pitalized, having surgery, or are in need of 

pastoral support. 

 

Have a Prayer Request?  

Prayer requests can be emailed to our pray-

er team: prayers@augustana.com. 

All requests will remain confidential.  
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Grief Resources 

“Growing Through Loss,” offers support for adults who have experienced a loss and are grieving. The fall series begins 

Tuesday, September 14 through Tuesday, October 12 at Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran Church in Prior Lake, 7:00-9:00 pm. 

Look for more details at www.growingthroughlosstcsouth.com or pick up a brochure at the kiosk in the Narthex. 

 

Grief Care Group 

Thursday mornings, October 21 & 28, November 4 & 11, 10:00-11:30 am  Jerusalem Room 

A new grief care group will be led by Augustana member and retired pastor/chaplain, Marian Eisenmann. Topics and discus-

sion will center on themes such as understanding grief, working our way through grief, and finding hope in the midst of des-

pair. This group is for anyone having experienced a significant loss in their lives or for those wishing to understand more about 

the grieving process. Participants are asked to sign up at the Information Center or by calling the office: 651.457.3373. 

 

Nothing can take 

 
EXHALE 
Away my peace 

http://www.redcrossblood.org
mailto:prayers@augustana.com
http://www.growingthroughlosstcsouth.com


 

 

 

Where Faith Meets Life Bible Study 

Begins Wednesday, September 15 

6:00 pm in the Jerusalem Room AND ZOOM option 

Join one of the pastors for a discussion of how the 

upcoming preaching text is relevant to our daily 

lives! Contact Barb Rolfes at brol-

fes@augustana.com or 651.457.3373 if you would 

like the ZOOM link.  

 

Women’s Coffee and Conversation  

Begins Monday, September 27 

10:00 -11:30 am in the Jerusalem Room 

Welcome Back! We will have a fun morning of “catching up”, exploring this sea-

son’s theme and introducing our first 4-week lesson on setting boundaries. 
 

We also have an exciting new presenter, Spiritual Director Ruth Sorenson-

Prokosch scheduled for October 25 – so mark your calendars now! 

 

Adult Forum  

Begins Sunday, October 3 

9:45-10:45 am in the Jerusalem Room 

Adult Forum will start by giving you an opportunity to meet “up close and person-

al” with our new Interim Pastors. Pastor Arne Bergland will be with us on October 

3 and Pastor Deb Kielsmeier is scheduled for October 10. Plan on giving them a 

warm Augustana “in-person” welcome! 

 

Women’s Fall Bible Study 

Our Reality & God’s Promises 

Mondays, 6:30 pm, Jerusalem Room 

October 18 – November 15 

Pastor Deb will lead a five-week study and discussion focusing on the promises of 

God. We will use the faith practice ‘puzzle’ cards for this year’s theme to look at 

how our faith and the promises of God intersect with the reality of our day-to-day 

lives. Sign up with Barb Rolfes at 651.457.3373 or brolfes@augustana.com. 

 

 

 

 

Adult Ministry Weekly Emails  

Begins the week of September 12  

These weekly emails highlight adult 

ministry opportunities. They also pro-

vide links to Reflections from the Farm 

and other online resources.  
 

If you would like to receive these 

emails, please contact Stacy at  

secardwell@augustana.com. 

 

And Yet…  

Begins mid-October 

In these online educational videos you 

will have an opportunity to watch the 

lessons at your leisure and then partici-

pate in a ZOOM discussion at the end of 

the course. Specific details will be avail-

able in the October newsletter and in 

adult ministry emails.  

 

 

 

A Reflections from the Farm video  

focusing on our yearly theme will be 

available September 15. 

mailto:brolfes@augustana.com
mailto:brolfes@augustana.com
mailto:brolfes@augustana.com
mailto:secardwell@augustana.com.


 

 

Kids’ Kingdom Update 

Registration forms have been sent to all Kids’ Kingdom families. 

Kids’ Kingdom will start Sunday, October 3 during the 9:45 am 

worship service. Masks will be strongly recommended per the 

Augustana COVID Task Force anytime we are in the building. If 

weather permits, we will be outside as much as possible doing 

our teaching. We will continue to watch the COVID numbers and 

what happens once school is back in session and adjust our 

plans accordingly.  

 

Where Faith Meets Family Events 

Wednesdays, September 15, 22, 29  

5:00-6:15 pm 

We will have food trucks in the east parking lot along with ser-

vice projects for everyone to help with. Come for a great meal, 

visit with your church friends, and help others by participating in 

the service project. Kids’ Kingdom and Youth Ministry families, 

watch for a special letter or postcard to be mailed to your house 

for a special treat if you join us. Watch the bulletin, Facebook, 

and Instagram for food truck names and links to their menus in 

the near future.  

 

Huge Service Project Help Needed! 

Wednesday, September 15 

5:00-6:00 pm bag assembly 

7:10 -8:00 pm deliver bags to residents 

We have been asked to put together 300 Boredom Buster Bags 

for the residents of the John Carrol Highrise and the Nan McKay 

Highrise. Both of these building are located in SSP and are for 

people aged 50 years and older who are low income. A lot of 

these residents aren’t able to get out much, so the city of SSP 

tries to bring fun to them at least once a month. If you would 

like to help assemble the bags, just show up and we will put you 

to work. If you would like to help deliver the bags to the resi-

dent’s door, please sign-up at: 

signupgenius.com/go/30E0848AAAA22A0F94-ssphighrise. 

 

 

Drive-In Movie Schedule 

September 24-Soul 

October 1-Shrek 

October 29-Hocus Pocus 

Movies will start about 7:45 pm 

Color Wars for All Ages! 

Sunday, September 19 

1:00-3:00pm 

Help us kick off the fall by joining us for an afternoon of color 

wars. This is open to all Augustana members and their friends/

family. Anyone under the age of 10 years must be accompanied 

by an adult over the age of 16 years old. We will play games like 

paint filled balloon toss, paint shooter battles and more. Plan 

on your clothes getting covered in a rainbow of colors! Sign-up 

at signupgenius.com/go/30E0848AAAA22A0F94-

allcongregation. 

 

Gross Game Night 

Friday, October 15, 6:00-8:30 pm 

All 4th-6th grade youth and their friends are invited to an even-

ing of food, fun, and fellowship! We will start off with grilling at 

6:00 pm for dinner, then play games like egg roulette, what’s in 

the diaper, Beanboozled, and other gross games. Sign-up at 

signupgenius.com/go/30E0848AAAA22A0F94-gross 

if you plan to attend.  

 

MEA Event 1st-6th grade 

Franconia Sculpture Park & Madison’s Playground 

Thursday, October 21, 9:00 am-4:00 pm  

Cost: $15, includes lunch, snacks, and transportation 

We will start the day with a trip to Franconia Sculpture Park to 

play on the art sculptures, then off  to lunch and the Madison’s 

Playground for an afternoon of games and fun. Please sign-up 

at: signupgenius.com/go/30E0848AAAA22A0F94-meaevent. 

 

Save the Dates 

Sunday, September 12-Welcome Back Sunday 

Sunday, October 3-Kids’ Kingdom starts 

Saturday, October 30-Fall Festival/Trunk or Treat NOTE DATE 

CHANGE 

Thursday, October 21-MEA 4th-6th grade event 

November 12-Game Night for 4th-6th grade 

November 19-Dinner & Bingo 

December 3-4-Drive-Thru Nativity 

December 5-Christmas Giving Fair in Fellowship Hall  

December 10-Ornament Make & Take 

December 12 Children’s Christmas Program 

December 19 Christmas Music Sunday 
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Wednesdays in September! 
 

Where Faith Meets Family Events 

Wednesdays, September 15, 22, & 29  

5:00-6:15 pm  

Augustana East Parking Lot  
 

Join us for food, fellowship, and community 

service! Each Wednesday will include: 

• A food truck for you to purchase dinner 

• A hands-on service project supporting a local organization  
 

Kids’ Kingdom and Youth Ministry families, watch for a special 

letter or postcard to be mailed to your house for a special treat 

if you join us. We look forward  to seeing everyone, sharing a 

meal together, and lending a helping hand to our neighbors.  

 

Kicking Off Confirmation  

Wednesdays, September 15, 22, & 29 at 6:00 pm 

The Fellowship Hall  
 

This year we will welcome new and  

returning students by grade level! Each 

grade is assigned a Wednesday evening 

for students and a parent/guardian to 

attend together. We will reconnect with 

classmates, go over some of the changes 

we are making to the confirmation pro-

gram, and set ourselves up for a successful year together! Each 

Wednesday we will meet in the Fellowship Hall starting at 6:00 

pm and ending no later than 7:00 pm.   
 

• Wednesday, September 15—students entering grade 7 and 

parent/guardian  

• Wednesday, September 22—students entering grade 8 and 

parent/guardian  

• Wednesday, September 29—students entering grade 9 and 

parent/guardian 
 

Each Wednesday will cover grade level specific information, so 

please plan to attend the evening that is assigned to your stu-

dent’s grade.  
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Confirmation Sunday & Saturday Rehearsal  

Saturday, September 25 at 8:15 am  

For all students in grade 10 getting confirmed, there will 

be a walkthrough of the outdoor Sunday Confirmation 

worship service as well as individual pictures on  

Saturday morning. Details with what this looks like will 

be communicated to families. 

  

Sunday, September 26 at 11:00 am  

The 2021 confirmation class will affirm their baptisms in 

a standalone, outdoor worship service at 11:00 am.  

Where Should Abby Go?  

Are you returning to extra curricular activities at school 

or in the community? I would love to come support you 

in any and all areas of your life. If you have a speech or 

debate tournament, sporting event, robotic competition, 

a musical or theatrical performance; whatever it may be, 

let me know so I can come cheer you 

on in-person or on online! Complete 

a Where Should Abby Go form, call, 

email, or hand me a note sharing 

when and where your activity is tak-

ing place.  

Youth Forum & Senior High Sundays 

Youth Forum will return in October! Watch the Sunday 

bulletin in the weeks ahead and October newsletter for 

more information.  



 

 

MN Child Waiting for Adoption 
 

In support of mission partner, Lutheran Social Service (LSS), 

each month we present the photo and information of a child 

currently in MN foster care awaiting adoption. There are over 

900 children awaiting adoption in MN.  
 

Jose is 17 years old and enjoys 

reading, playing video games, 

riding his bike and playing soc-

cer. This summer Jose is enjoy-

ing working, hanging out with 

friends and being outside. Jose 

would like to go to culinary 

school after he graduates high 

school and has started some college classes to get a head 

start on college credits. Although he is 17, Jose continues to 

be open to adoption and needs a family that will keep him in 

contact with his siblings and keep him connected to his Na-

tive American and Hispanic cultures. To learn more about 

Jose, contact Amy Fogel at amy.fogel@chlss.org. 

 

God’s Work,  

Our Hands 
Sunday, September 12 

9:45-10:45 am 

 

This day is an opportunity to celebrate who we are as the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America – one church, freed in 

Christ to serve and love our neighbor. Service activities offer 

an opportunity for us to explore one of our most basic convic-

tions as Lutherans: that all of life in Jesus Christ – every act of 

service, in every daily calling, in every corner of life – flows 

freely from a living, daring confidence in God’s grace. 
 

Augustana will have a variety of activities for you to partici-

pate in on Welcome Back Sunday/God’s Work, Our Hands day. 

Activities will be set up in the Narthex , Luther, and Jerusalem 

rooms. Stop in and lend a hand doing God’s Work.  

 

Augustana Highway Clean-Up 

Sunday, September 12 

12:00-3:00 pm  

Some of you have noticed that Augustana has adopted a 

stretch of Hwy 52 from 70th to Upper 55th St in IGH. We will be 

responsible for cleaning the litter off the side of the road, both 

east and west, two times a year, which will be fall and spring. 

We will provide lunch, gloves, reflective vests, trash bags, 

trash grabbers, transportation to the area and instructions. 

Because this is on the highway, you must be 16 years of age or 

older to participate in the clean-up. The more people we have 

helping, the less time it will take to clean our section. Please 

sign-up at: signupgenius.com/go/30E0848AAAA22A0F94-

highway. 
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Loaves & Fishes  

Tuesday, September 7 and Monday, September 13  

4:00—6:00 pm 

St. Matthews Catholic Church, 510 Hall Ave, St Paul, MN  

Volunteers are needed to help pack and hand out meals at 

Loaves and Fishes. Please email Cathy at chendrik-

son@augustana.com if you are willing to help.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Ushers  

We are looking for ushers for all services this fall. You will be 

placed on a team that will serve together once a month. 
 

8:30 am drive-in, arrive by 7:45 am  

9:45 am sanctuary service, arrive by 9:15 am  

11:00 am contemporary service, arrive by 10:45 am  
 

Lesson Readers  

People are needed to read the scripture lesson at all three 

Sunday worship services. We encourage anyone grade 7 or 

older to sign up. We’d love to hear a variety of voices!  
 

Funeral Helpers Needed 

Share your gift of hospitality with families and friends griev-

ing the loss of a loved one. You will be called on an as needed 

basis.   

For more information or to sign 

up for any of the opportunities 

below, please contact Barb 

Rolfes in the church office at 

651.457.3373 or  

brolfes@augustana.com.  

mailto:amy.fogel@chlss.org
signupgenius.com/go/30E0848AAAA22A0F94-highway
signupgenius.com/go/30E0848AAAA22A0F94-highway
mailto:chendrikson@augustana.com
mailto:chendrikson@augustana.com
mailto:brolfes@augustana.com


 

 

Meet Your Church Council 
    

The Augustana Church Council is responsible for the strategic direction 

and financial life of the congregation. Nine members of the congregation, 

the pastors, and a treasurer  (non-voting member) make up the council. 

Members are elected to a three year term at the annual meeting. Mem-

bers may serve no more than two consecutive terms. Upon being elect-

ed, each member chooses a church committee on which to participate.  
 

Each month we will help you get to know a council representative. If you 

wish to contact any member of the Church Council, please contact the 

church office at 651.457.3373 and they will have the council member 

contact you. 

Help us get to know you: Hi Augustana! Eric and I live in Mendota Heights. I am a homemaker and Eric is a Federal District 

Court Judge. We’ve got two adult children, Elsa, a high school math teacher, and Ty, who works at a local engineering firm.   

All four of us are St. Olaf College graduates, Um Ya Ya! Our family also includes a very cute and playful black Labrador Re-

triever, Mildred (Millie). Our hobbies are walking the dog, running, biking, golfing, and cross-country skiing.   

 

How long you have been members at Augustana? 

Eric and I joined Augustana in 1993. Thank you for being our church home through all sorts of life transitions. We love the 

energy at Augustana and are thankful to be a part of this community. 

 

Where to you see God’s abundance in your life? 

I see God’s abundance in relationships. Connections with family, friends and the congregation are such blessings. Connec-

tions with Christ, connections with each other, connections in service are all examples of God’s abundance. 

 

Share with us your favorite Bible verse:  

One passage that I like is Philippians 4:4-7 

Rejoice in the Lord always, I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anx-

ious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the 

peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  

This passage reminds me to be joyful no matter what the circumstances may be, God is near. Trust in God and let worries 

be shared through prayer and with thanksgiving. I am reminded to be open for the peace of God to protect my heart and 

mind. 

 

One more thing I’d like you to know . . . I am humbled to lead the senior pastor call committee. I am grateful to have an 

outstanding committee to work with. Your input in this process has been wonderful and appreciated. Thank you for your 

continued prayers through this important time.   

 

 

Laurie Tostrud 



 

 
 

  

 

 

The deadline for the  

October 2021 issue of  

Augustana Life is  

September 14, 2021.  

 
 

If you have questions,  

contact Carla Pfeifer at  

651 457.3373 or  

cpfeifer@augustana.com  

 
 

Augustana Life is published monthly  

by Augustana Lutheran Church  

1400 South Robert Street   

West Saint Paul, MN 55118-3197  

Church Office 651 457-3373 Custodial Staff 
Deb Bechtold  John Closmore 

Steve Bechtold Lowell Steenberg   

Carie Closmore  

Pastor 
 

Arne Bergland 
   abergland@augustana.com 
Deb Kielsmeier 
   dkielsmeier@augustana.com 
 
 

Program Staff 
Laurie Armon, Program Assistant,  Children & 
Family Ministry   
  larmon@augustana.com 
 

Joann Arneberg, RN MPH,  
Faith Community Nurse 
  jarneberg@augustana.com 
 
 

Stacy Eichman-Cardwell, Director, Adult 

Ministry   
  secardwell@augustana.com 
 

Cathy Hendrikson, Director, Children &  
Family Ministry; Director Community Mission 
  chendrikson@augustana.com 
 

Abby Norlin-Weaver, Director, Youth &  
Family Ministry 
   anorlinweaver@augustana.com 
 

Carla Pfeifer, Communications Coordinator 

   cpfeifer@augustana.com 

Music Staff 
Kathy Andrews, Co-director of Music 
 

Andy Jacob, Co-director of Music 
 

Lisa Griffin, Celebration Band Director 

Becca Tutewohl, Cherub Choir Director 
 

Kim Zemple, Chorister Choir Director 
 

Office Staff 
 

Stacy Bratvold, Bookkeeper 
  sbratvold@augustana.com 
 

Vanessa Hernandez, Nursery Coordinator 
 
 

Cori Pochardt, Secretary 
  cpochardt@augustana.com 
 

Barbara Rolfes, Administrative Secretary; 
Volunteer Coordinator  
   brolfes@augustana.com 
 
 

Deb Van, Financial Secretary 
  dvan@augustana.com 
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Augustana COVID Guidelines 

Augustana will continue to follow the 

guidelines of the Minnesota Department  

of Health and the CDC. Masks are recom-

mended for everyone while in the building.  
 

With the start of the fall schedule, you may 

notice a few changes as they relate to col-

lecting offering and handling food items. 

Be assured that the staff works closely with 

the Augustana COVID Task Force to make 

these decisions. We are committed to 

keeping our members and friends safe.   

Father God, 

You are my creator. I praise You that in this moment You understand how 

every cell in my body is interacting with every other cell. I praise You that You 

are the One who delivers me from fear. Thank You, that You are eternally 

faithful and infinitely good. I praise You that You promise to walk through the 

valley of the shadow of death with me and that I don’t have to fear any evil 

because You are my loving Shepherd. Thank You that Your rod and your staff 

comfort me in this journey. I praise You that Your wisdom goes beyond any 

doctor’s and that You promise that You are the giver of wisdom. Thank You, 

that You will give wisdom to every medical professional who is treating me. I 

praise You that I can trust You and relax in your loving care. As a loving Father 

quiets an infant with his love, so You sing over me and quiet me with Your 

love. I praise You that You will continue to strengthen me and make me coura-

geous through this journey. You will never leave me nor forsake me. I can re-

lax in Your abiding love. I love You, Lord.      Written by Becky Harling 

Committed to your health and safety 
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Next Steps 
Preview the Ministry Site Profile (MSP)   

Find the MSP on the Augustana website September 1. This 

document describes who we are and what qualities we desire 

for our new senior pastor. Visit augustana.com, scroll down 

and select the Call Committee Updates box. 

 
 

Congregational Town Hall Meeting, Tuesday, September 14 at 7:00 in Fellowship Hall  

The town hall meeting is an important step in calling the senior pastor. We will be discussing the Ministry Site Profile (MSP) and 

asking if you have any questions on it. Bishop Patricia Lull, our synod representative will be there. The Church Council will be 

voting on the MSP at their meeting immediately following the Town Hall Meeting.   
 

Augustana Senior Pastor Position will be posted to the ELCA website once the MSP is approved by the Augustana church coun-

cil. A reminder, if you know of an excellent candidate for Augustana’s Senior Pastor position, please fill out the candidate nomi-

nation form (visit augustana.com, scroll down and select the Call Committee Updates box). Nominations are due September 22.   
 

First Interviews After a few weeks of being posted, Bishop Lull will give the call committee 3-5 names of the best candidates for 

Augustana. These will be highly qualified pastors. Bishop Lull expects that Augustana’s reputation will gain the attention of 

many. The call committee will not be allowed to share the names of the candidates. Candidates may not want their congrega-

tions to know that they are considering another call, so everything will be done confidentially. Interviews will begin soon after 

the call committee receive the names. 
 

Gracious God, grant us peace during this time and open our hearts and minds for the presence of the Holy Spirit.   

Call 
     COMMITTEE  

Update  


