
and yet...Our reality God promises

A healthy and grounded faith helps us recognize our reality and yet choose to live into God’s promises.

Stewardship 2021-22
The mountains may disappear, and the hills may become 

dust, but my faithful love will never leave you.  
-Isaiah 54:10a ERV

Stewardship Sundays: October 10, 17, 24, 31



A Message from the Pastors
The mountains may disappear, and the hills may 

become dust, but my faithful love will never leave you.  
–Isaiah 54:10a ERV

Our theme verse from Isaiah illustrates that we are in a constant state of change and yet God’s faithful love will never 
leave us. Our reality can change by the day, hour, or minute and yet God promises to encourage and guide us. Our 
reality can be good, complicated, or challenging and yet God promises to wait with us. We can mess up, disappoint,  
or stray from the path God has planned for us and yet God promises to keep welcoming us back. What an extraordinary 
gift!  

How do we respond to a gift of this magnitude? We respond with gratitude because God first gives to us. Everything 
we have is a gift from God. Our beating heart, our water and air, our ideas and energy, our relationships and 
experiences, all are gifts from God. We respond in generosity to support God’s work in this place. We respond 
intentionally to remind ourselves that we can put our trust in God.  

Giving to God through Augustana is not a transaction. We don’t receive an invoice for attending worship, a statement 
for a hospital visit from the pastoral team, or a bill for receiving prayers. These are God’s gifts of community and 
relationships in action. Gifts that only God can provide.  

This brochure illustrates what can be accomplished when together we trust God and move forward in faith. We are all 
looking at another year of uncertainty: and yet God calls us to love and serve those in life’s hardest places; and yet 
God calls us to share God’s promises with people everywhere; and yet we are called to be the expression of God’s love 
in the world.  

We invite you to complete a Giving Plan in response to all that God has given to you. We encourage you to trust in 
God’s promise to provide, even when the path ahead seems unclear. Faith involves following the quiet voice of God 
without having everything figured out. Choosing to invest in God’s mission in the world through your participation at 
Augustana makes possible everything we do together. Confident in God’s promises, we can face our changing realities 
with hope, strength, and courage. We are grateful for your partnership. 

On Sunday, October 31 we will joyfully receive Giving Plans during worship. If you prefer, visit  
augustana.com, select the GIVE tab and complete your Giving Plan online.



 

When God’s promises 
shape and guide who 
you are and how you 
show up in the world 
each day, all the pieces 
fall into place! 

Ways to complete your Giving Plan:
• Online at augustana.com

•  Complete enclosed Giving Plan and bring to 
worship on October 31

• Email Deb Van at dvan@augustana.com

Ways to make your gift:
• Automated withdrawal

• Online at augustana.com or Mobile Giving App

• Cash or check

• Qualified IRA or Donor Advised Fund

• Stock or securities transfer

YOU

Worship & Music
teaches,  
inspires,  
challenges,  
and comforts.

Ridiculous 
Generosity
remains an 
Augustana  
core value. 

Children & 
Youth

are able to 
explore their 

faith and build  
lifelong faith 

habits.

People of All Ages
are challenged  
to grow, serve  
and live their  
faith.

Local Mission Partners
depend on Augustana 

to financially  
support their  

mission and work. Find 
a list of local partners 

on the next page.

The Care & Prayers
provided by the 
Augustana  
pastoral team  
and community  
have the power to 
heal, comfort, and 
support.   

God’s Creation
is cared for.

More than ever, God’s 
promises need to be made 
known to everyone! These 
promises come to life when 
we are: inspired by worship 
and music, challenged to 
think outside of our comfort 
zone, uplifted by prayers, 
practicing healthy faith habits, 
and providing hope to those 
in life’s hard places. That’s why 
Augustana exists!  

And yet, this only happens 
with your financial investment 
and participation. The puzzle is 
complete with your generosity 
and your Giving Plan. 



Together we accomplish  
God’s work

Augustana shares 20% of member  
Giving Plans received with our  
community partners

360 Communities   $ 4,700

Camp Wappogasset   $ 5,400

ELCA Missionary Support   $ 9,050 

ELCA World Hunger   $ 7,700

Feed My Starving Children   $ 3,600 

Habitat for Humanity   $ 13,600

Humble Walk Lutheran Church   $ 2,700

Interfaith Action of Greater   $ 2,700 
St. Paul 

Loaves & Fishes   $ 6,300

Luther Seminary    $ 5,400

Lutheran Campus Ministry   $ 5,100 

Lutheran Social Service (LSS)   $ 13,600

LSS-Rezek Teen Housing   $ 11,300 

Lynblomsten    $ 4,500 

Neighbors Inc.   $ 11,550 

Scholarships and Fee Reductions   $ 9,100

St. Paul Area Synod $ 123,900 

Union Gospel Mission   $ 7,500  

Total    $ 247,700

Completing your Giving Plan: expresses gratitude to God for 
the gifts and blessings in your life; demonstrates God’s place of 
priority in your life; informs Augustana of the financial gift you 
intend to share in 2022; enables a missional budget to be set; 
determines what we share with community partners 
(20% of Giving Plans). 

Your generous giving makes God’s promises known through 
the work of Augustana. Your giving will: 

• Plant seeds of faith in our children

• Teach healthy faith habits to our youth

•  Engage adults in diverse opinions and respectful 
conversations

• Provide comfort and courage through prayer and care

• Strengthen families and communities

•  Shine the light of God’s promises to those in life’s  
hard places

Care & Prayer
14%

Local & Community 
Mission 

20%

Adult & 
Congregational 

10%Children, Youth 
& Family  

23%

Worship & Music 
33%

Augustana
Annual Budget

$1,500,000
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and yet...Our reality God promises

A healthy and grounded faith helps us recognize our reality 
and yet choose to live into God’s promises.

God Promises
To sit with us in our 
discomfort & waiting 

To encourage & guide us

To be faithful & to love us 

To never give up on us 

To provide for us 

Our Reality 
Transition & Uncertainty 

Sadness & Loss 

Joy & Celebration 

Anxiety & Exhaustion 

Contentment & Gratitude

God promises to provide. 
God can give you all you need. He will give you 
more than enough. You will have everything 
you need for yourselves. And you will have 
enough left over to give when there is a need.   
–2 Corinthians 9:8 NLV 

What happens when you feel you don’t have 
all you need? How do you give to others 
when you feel you don’t have enough?  

Where Faith Meets Life: What is enough?   

We like to define enough in our terms, 
not God’s. For us, enough usually takes a 
monetary form. But enough is not a number 
or an amount. Enough is a mindset of 
viewing everything we have as a gift from 
God. Everything!  

Changing our mindset allows us to see the 
bigger picture of God’s blessings. Faith gives 
us the confidence and security to trust in 
God’s promise to provide for us according to 
God’s plan.  

Most of our lives are lived in the and yet space of the unknown. 
We live in the tension between our reality and God’s promises. 
Part of living in the and yet is questioning, learning, growing, 
experiencing, and being part of something bigger than 
ourselves.  

Focusing on God’s promises and living our lives according to 
God’s plan for us brings order to our lives. Practicing faith-filled 
habits such as worship, prayer, and expressing gratitude brings 
God’s promises to life. Sharing with others the transformational 
work Augustana is doing in our local community inspires  
generosity. That’s Where Faith Meets Life!  



2,959
Number of mental health 

appointments provided by our 
local mission partner,  
Union Gospel Mission.

979
Number of Where Faith 

Meets Life Weekly Practices 
completed by confirmation 
students sharing how they 

experienced the weekly 
lesson in their daily lives.  

Your Giving Plan Brings God’s Promises to Life! 

213 
Number of ZOOM sessions 
held to help people learn, 
grow, and stay connected 

at Augustana.

1,040
Number of confidential 

prayer requests received 
and prayed for by the 

Augustana Prayer  
Weavers.    

2,472
Number of individuals 

served by our local 
mission partner, 360 

Communities, to prevent 
domestic violence 

and promote healthy 
relationships.  

4,000
Number of pre-packaged  

communion cups distributed 
to provide a safe 

 Communion experience.  

1,000
Number of families assisted 
by our local mission partner, 
Interfaith Action of Greater 
St. Paul, as they strived to 

achieve economic stability. 

978
Number of people who  

celebrated Christmas  
by driving through 

Augustana’s first  
drive-thru Nativity.  


