
 

 

  

 October  2021                                                     Liturgical Season: Time after Pentecost 

 

2021-22 At-Home Faith Practice Resource  

When God’s promises shape and guide who we are and how we  

show up in the world each day, all the pieces fall into place! 

This year, our at-home resource is designed to help you build a healthy faith practice 

of naming your reality, and yet choose to live into one of God’s promises. The puzzle 

pieces are meant to be mixed, matched, interchanged, and customized into the 3 

piece puzzle that describes your reality paired with the promise that brings you the 

comfort, gratitude, encouragement, or patience that matches your reality.  
 

This pack of Faith Practice Cards contains 11 two-sided puzzle pieces, (5 different 

reality cards, 1 and yet card, and 5 different God Promises cards). The back of each 

reality card contains reflections to engage you with the reality and ends with a pray-

er to help you find God’s promise. The back of each God Promises card includes a 

Bible verse, Where Faith Meets Life Devotion, and an action item to encourage you 

to live out that promise.   
 

We encourage you to explore, experiment, and combine these with faith resources 

from past years, and discover how your faith can guide your response to your reality.  
 

Pick up your faith practice resource beginning October 10!  

A healthy and grounded faith allows us to acknowledge our realities and yet choose to live into God’s promises.  

This is Where Faith Meets Life! 

 

 

Join us in worship  
October 10, 17, 24, and 31 to:  

 

• know God’s promises,  

• reflect on God’s blessings,   

• celebrate the work accomplished 

through your generosity!  



 

 

Pastor Deb Kielsmeier  

October is upon us – the air is crisp, and leaves are turning. I 

love this time of year, with the taste of fresh apple cider 

(yum) and the scent of woodfires in the air. October is also 

the month that Augustana focuses on the stewardship of our 

time, talents, gifts, and resources. It is a sacred call in our 

lives. We, who have been given everything – including life 

itself – are asked by God to participate in caring for creation 

and building God’s kingdom here on earth.  

 

This year, our theme “Our Reality, And Yet....God Promises” 

acknowledges that our lives are full of twists and turns, ups 

and downs, and the future can seem uncertain. And yet, God 

is faithful. God never fails us. Our future is secure in God’s 

hands even when we cannot see it. Trusting in God’s promis-

es, we respond in faith by sharing what we have been given. 

Our generosity is an expression of gratitude for all God has 

done for us. Giving is also an acknowledgement that all we 

are and all we have ultimately belong to God.    

 

The ninth chapter of 2 Corinthians is a ‘stewardship letter’ 

from the Apostle Paul to the church in Corinth. Verses 6-11 

read: 6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also 

reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap 

generously. 7 Each of you should give what you have decided 

in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 

God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to bless you 

abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that 

you need, you will abound in every good work. 9 As it is 

written: “They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor; 

their righteousness endures forever.” 10 Now he who supplies 

seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and 

increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of 

your righteousness. 11 You will be enriched in every way so 

that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us 

your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 
  

 

Together, as a community, Augustana has a reputation for 

ridiculous generosity toward others. I recently learned that 

Augustana is the sixth most generous congregation out of 

the 9,900 congregations in the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

of America (ELCA)! WOW!  

 

Your giving supports the ministries of our congregation as 

well as those of our community mission partners who feed 

the hungry, provide shelter for the homeless, protect the 

vulnerable and encourage the faith. God’s kingdom is being 

built far and wide because of your faithful stewardship.  

 

Stewardship materials will arrive at your home soon! Please 

join me in completing a Giving Plan for 2022. When you 

complete a Giving Plan you are investing in God’s mission in 

the world. Your financial gift to Augustana makes possible 

everything we do together. We will joyfully receive Giving 

Plans in worship on Sunday, October 31. If you prefer, you 

may visit augustana.com and select the GIVE tab and com-

plete a Giving Plan online.  

 

Thank you for helping make God’s promises known at Au-

gustana and in the world through your Giving Plan. Confi-

dent in God’s promises, we can face our changing realities 

with hope, strength, and courage. I am so very grateful for 

your faithful partnership. 

 

 In Christ, 

 

2 

 

https://augustana.com/give/annual-giving-form/


 

 3 

Marriages: 

Katie (Ahlstrom) & Matt Puhl on September 17 
 

Births: 

Malia Louise Cook born on September 10, daughter of Dan 

and Allie Cook 
 

 Deaths: 

Peter Fisher, husband of Karen Fisher 
 

Congratulations: 

Bill and Sandy Goral will celebrate their 50th wedding      

anniversary on Oct 30. 
 

Thank you for all your healing thoughts, prayers and encourag-

ing notes during our sad and difficult spring and summer. We 

know God was giving Matt and our family strength and cour-

age. Paul & Cheryl Sherburne 

  
Sunday, October 3 ~ 19th Sunday after Pentecost 

  8:30 am Drive-In Worship * 

  9:45 am Traditional Sanctuary Worship * 

11:00 am Contemporary Fellowship Hall Worship * 

   

Sunday, October 10 ~ Stewardship Sunday I 

  8:30 am Drive-In Worship * 

  9:45 am Traditional Sanctuary Worship 

11:00 am Contemporary Fellowship Hall Worship * 

  

Sunday, October 17 ~ Stewardship Sunday II 

  8:30 am Drive-In Worship * 

  9:45 am Traditional Sanctuary Worship 

11:00 am Contemporary Fellowship Hall Worship * 

   

Sunday, October 24 ~ Stewardship Sunday III 

  8:30 am Drive-In Worship * 

  9:45 am Traditional Sanctuary Worship 

11:00 am Contemporary Fellowship Hall Worship * 

   

Sunday, October 31 ~ Stewardship Sunday IV 

  8:30 am Drive-In Worship * 

  9:45 am Traditional Sanctuary Worship 

11:00 am Contemporary Fellowship Hall Worship * 
   

* Worship includes Holy Communion 

Dear Augustana congregation, on August 23, I accepted a posi-

tion as staff pianist at Elk River Lutheran Church. I will be the 

pianist for the traditional service and the accompanist for the 

choirs. I am honored to become a member of their staff. My last 

service at Augustana was on August 29. My last Celebration ser-

vice was in March 2020. I will always regret the effects the 

COVID pandemic had on the timing of my role at Augustana. I 

don't even know where to begin when it comes to thanking all 

of you. Nick and I were barely dating when I started at Augusta-

na, and since then we have had our wedding, Maddie's baptism 

and confirmation, and her baccalaureate in the Augustana sanc-

tuary. The music we have made both in the Celebration service 

and in other services has brought joy to my heart too many 

times to count. I have been blown away when watching us rally 

around each other during hard times. I have learned so much 

from each of you, coming from different walks of life and bring-

ing your own unique perspectives and talents to the table. I 

have been honored to work with the current and past Celebra-

tion Band team members. Over the last 26 years, we all raised 

the bar for each other, and I will never ever forget it. I have for-

ever been blessed to be taught by our beloved pastors and in-

terns. I will cherish the worship and musical influences and 

models of professionalism and grace I found in the music staff. 

Maddie said it during her Youth Sunday speech, and I will echo it 

now. I will miss my Augustana family. You will continue to be in 

my prayers as we all navigate the remainder of this crazy pan-

demic. Please keep in touch and stay safe. - Lisa Griffin 

Mobile Giving App 

The GivePlus Mobile App that Augusta-

na has used for the past several years 

was replaced with VANCO Mobile App 

on September 30.  
 

VANCO Mobile enables you to use your mobile device to 

make secure, convenient one-time or recurring contribu-

tions to Augustana.  
 

To use: download the VANCO Mobile app from the Apple 

App store or Google Play. Search for and select Augustana 

Lutheran. (If you are a current user of GivePlus Mobile, 

your log-in credentials will stay the same in Vanco Mobile.)  

Solar Array Update: While no construction has been done, rest assured progress is being made. Contract finalization, project 

planning and ordering of materials is under way. The plan is to get the solar modules racked, inverters mounted, wire and conduits 

run by mid-October. After other electrical items are delivered, the AC wiring and interconnection with Xcel will be finished. Look 

for more information soon.  



 

 

October Red Cross Blood Drive 

Tuesday, October 5, from 1:00—7:00 pm 

To schedule a donation time, please go to 

www.redcrossblood.org and click on find a date, refine search, October 5, 

2021 and refine results. Augustana will be at the top of the list for that 

date. There are 40 spots available. There is a critical need for blood dona-

tions. We hope that you will consider giving the gift of life!  

 

Grief Care Group 

Thursday mornings, October 21 & 28 & November 4 & 11 

10:00-11:30 am   

A grief care group will be led by Augustana member and retired pastor/

chaplain, Marian Eisenmann. Topics and discussion will center on themes such 

as understanding grief, working our way through grief, and finding hope in the 

midst of despair. This group is for anyone having experienced a significant loss 

in their lives or for those wishing to understand more about the grieving pro-

cess. Participants are asked to sign up at the Information Center or by calling 

the office: 651.457.3373. 

 
Did you know that Augustana has a COVID Task Force?  

They have been navigating the CDC and the Minnesota Department of Health 

(MDH) guidelines to keep our congregation safe since the beginning of the 

COVID pandemic. The COVID Task Force is made up of 7 members including a 

doctor, parents of Augustana youth, active volunteers from various Augustana 

programs, long-standing members, and several  Augustana staff members. We 

closely monitor the daily COVID statistics for our local area and make monthly 

recommendations. For the month of October our recommendations are:  

• Wear a mask indoors and practice social distancing for large group gath-

erings regardless of vaccination status. We ask that children, youth, and 

volunteers wear a mask indoors as we know kids under 12 cannot be vac-

cinated.  

• Do not enter the building if you have any cold or flu-like symptoms or if 

you know you have recently been exposed to someone with COVID.  

• Choose the worship experience that best meets your comfort level. Drive-

In Worship will be offered through October at 8:30 am. The pre-recorded 

online service will be available every Sunday. In addition, a traditional 

sanctuary worship will be offered at 9:45 am along with a contemporary 

worship in the Fellowship Hall at 11:00 am.   

• Move outdoors to visit between Sunday services. 
 

The COVID Task Force will continue to monitor local COVID statistics and CDC 

and MDH guidelines. We will update our recommendations as needed. Thank 

you for your cooperation. 

What if  

everyone listened . . .                      
      

There is healing power in being 

able to tell one’s story. The 

Befrienders know the value of 

active listening and hearing another’s story. 

One Befriender put it this way, “There is joy 

in hearing someone else’s story and a sense 

of satisfaction when the person you are vis-

iting shares the appreciation of the ministry.” 

To learn more about Befriender ministry 

please contact Joann Arneberg, Faith Com-

munity Nurse at 651.457.3373 or jarne-

berg@augustana.com.     

 

Faith-Filled Yoga 

$30 for a 6-week session OR  

$6 per class drop in fee 
 

Flow Class Tuesdays, 6:00—7:00 pm 

September 14—October 26 
 

Chair Class Thursdays, 10:00—11:00 am 

September 16—October 28 
 

If writing a check, please make payable to 

Augustana Lutheran Church. 

 

Need Pastoral Care?  

The Augustana pastoral care team wants to 

care for you and your family as you walk 

through life’s celebrations and challenges. 

Please call the church office at 651.457.3373 

if you are hospitalized, having surgery, or are 

in need of pastoral support. 

 

Have a Prayer Request?  

Prayer requests can be emailed to our prayer 

team: prayers@augustana.com. All requests 

will remain confidential.  
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Adult Forum  

Sundays, 9:45-10:45 am, Jerusalem Room 
 

October 3 Get to know Pastor Arne Bergland 

October 10 Get to know Pastor Deb Kielsmeier  

October 17 and 24 Pastor Arne and Pastor Deb will 

share how this year’s theme And Yet, relates to them 

personally. 

October 31, November 7 & 14, Karoline Lewis, Luther Seminary Professor presents 

Revelation: The End of the World or God's Promises for a New World? 

The book of Revelation (not Revelations) is perhaps the most well-known and yet 

least understood book in the Bible. What do Christians do with such a perplexing 

and sometimes frightening end to Scripture? This series will expose the misinter-

pretations that have plagued Revelation and disclose the inherent hope that this 

book offers the church today. 

 

Women’s Fall Bible Study 

Our Reality & God’s Promises 

Mondays, October 18 – November 15, 6:30 pm, Jerusalem Room 

Pastor Deb will lead a five-week study focusing on the promises of God. We will 

look at how our faith and the promises of God intersect with the reality of our day-

to-day lives using the faith practice ‘puzzle’ cards for this year. Sign up with Barb 

Rolfes at 651.457.3373 or brolfes@augustana.com. 

 

And Yet… Online Educational Videos  

Videos available October 13 and October 27 

ZOOM Discussion Tuesday, November 2, 6:30—7:30 pm 

Watch the lessons at your leisure and then participate in a ZOOM discussion. Our 

first topic is on setting healthy boundaries. All our decisions whether about vac-

cines, masks, who we see, how we spend our time, how we use our gifts etc. are 

influenced by our boundaries. Setting personal boundaries can be uncomfortable, 

confusing, and sometimes seem contrary to our beliefs about being “good Chris-

tians,” and yet having healthy boundaries is good stewardship of the gifts God has 

given us.  

 

Online Book Study  

Sunday evenings starting November 28 

We will use Rev. Dr. Jacqui Lewis’s new book Fierce Love: A 

Bold Path to Ferocious Courage and Rule-Breaking Kindness 

That Can Heal the World. This book becomes available on  

November 9. Augustana’s library will have several copies. Let 

Stacy secardwell@augustana.com know if you would like for 

her to order you a hardcover book.  

Women’s Coffee & Conversation 

Mondays October 4, 11, 18, 25 

10:00 -11:30 am in the Jerusalem Room 

Over the years countless women have 

shared with me how hard it is to say 

“no”, express their preferences, and set 

healthy boundaries. Numerous women 

have voiced that as we come out of 

COVID they don’t want to be as busy as 

they used to be. Often women feel 

guilty for setting boundaries. And yet, 

healthy boundaries are an indication of 

self-respect and self-love. In this course 

we will explore where our boundary 

setting behaviors come from and learn 

how to set healthy boundaries.  

 

Where Faith Meets Life  

Bible Study 

Wednesdays at 6:00 pm, Jerusalem 

Room AND ZOOM  

Join one of the pastors for a discussion 

of how the upcoming preaching text is 

relevant to our daily lives! Contact Barb 

Rolfes at brolfes@augustana.com or 

651.457.3373 for the ZOOM link.  

 

Congregation Cars Needed for 

Trunk or Treat  

Saturday, October 30 

11:00 am—12:00 pm 

Join us to hand out candy or treats to 

our Fall Festival kids. We’d love to fill 

the east parking lot with cars! Decorate 

your car (not required but there will be 

prizes for the best decorated cars) and 

just show up. Please plan on 200 trunk 

or treaters. If you own or work for a 

local business, we would love to have 

them join us at Trunk or Treat.  

mailto:brolfes@augustana.com
mailto:secardwell@augustana.com
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Keeping Our Children Safe & Healthy 

We will require masks for all children and volunteers who work 

with them when we are in the building because most of the stu-

dents in Kids’ Kingdom can’t be vaccinated against COVID. If the 

weather permits, we will spend as much time as possible outside 

learning. We have installed air purifiers in every room in the 

lower level as an added precaution. We also have hand sanitizer 

and encourage frequent hand washing.  

 

Kids’ Kingdom Update 

Kids’ Kingdom begins on Sunday, October 3 at 9:45 am 

We will start in the lower level and then move outside. Please 

drop off your child no earlier than 9:40 am. When you drop off, 

please stop at the table at the bottom of the stairs to pick up 

your child’s pick-up pass. You will need this to pick up your child 

at the end of Kids’ Kingdom. If you have not registered your 

child, please do so ASAP with this online link  

augustana.com/grow-connect/children-families/ 

 

Gross Game Night 

Friday, October 15, 6:00—8:30 pm 

All youth in grades 4-6 and their friends are invited to an even-

ing of food, fun, and fellowship! We will start off at 6:00 pm with 

dinner (grilling), then play games like egg roulette, what’s in the 

diaper, Beanboozled and other gross games. Sign-up at 

signupgenius.com/go/30E0848AAAA22A0F94-gross  

 

Drive-Movie Schedule 

October 1—Shrek 

October 29—Hocus Pocus 

Movies will start about 7:45 pm 

 

MEA Event Grades 1-6 

Thursday, October 21, 9:00 am—4:00 pm 

Franconia Sculpture Park & Madison’s Playground 

Cost is $15, which includes lunch, snacks, and transportation. 

We will start the day with a trip up to Franconia Sculpture Park 

to play on the art sculptures, then off to lunch and to Madison’s 

Playground for an afternoon of games and fun. Please sign-up 

at: signupgenius.com/go/30E0848AAAA22A0F94-meaevent 

Fall Festival is Happening! 

Saturday, October 30, 10:00—11:00 am 

Join us outside on the north side of the church for a morning of 

socially distanced games like the sucker pull, scratch off game, 

the lock games, to mention a few. All games will be single touch 

by your child only. Costumes are encouraged, but not required.  

Trunk or Treat will follow Fall Festival in the east parking lot.  

 

Congregation Cars Needed for Trunk or Treat  

Saturday, October 30, 11:00 am—12:00 pm 

Join us on Saturday morning to hand out candy or treats to  

our Fall Festival kids. We’d love to fill the east parking lot with  

cars! Decorate your car (not required but there will be prizes 

for the best decorated cars) and just show up. Please plan on 

200 trunk or treaters. If you own or work for a local business,  

we would love to have them join us at Trunk or Treat.  

 

Congregational Dinners 

Beginning Wednesday, October 6, 5:00-6:00 pm 

Fellowship Hall.  

The menu will be scaled down and rotate week by week each 

month: 

1st Wednesday—pizza 

2nd Wednesday—sloppy joe’s or tacos (rotating every other 

month starting with sloppy joe’s in October)  

3rd Wednesday—pasta 

4th Wednesday—soup & sandwiches  
 

Cost will be $6 per person or $20 per household for 4 people 

or more. All food will be served with COVID precautions and 

safety measures in place.  

 

Baptism Classes 

Wednesday November 3 at 6:00 pm via ZOOM 
 

If you desire baptism for yourself or child, we ask that you 

attend a baptism class led by Pastor Deb Kielsmeier. This 45 

minute class will be conducted over ZOOM. We will discuss the 

meaning of Christian Baptism and the importance of this sacra-

ment. Please contact Barb Rolfes at brolfes@augustana.com 

651.457.3373 to reserve a spot. More classes will be scheduled 

throughout 2021. 
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Zachary B. 

Caroline B.  

Emma B.  

Izaak B.  

Emma C.  

Kaitlyn C.  

Sofia D.  

Alyssa D.  

Stella D.  

Andrew E.  

Annie F.  

Kayla G.  

Thomas H.  

Quinlin H.  

Nathan I.  

Carissa J. 

Timothy K.  

Greta L.  

Giovanni L.  

Maia M.  

Megan M.  

Julia M.  

Jacob O. 

Samuel O.  

Luke R.  

Raymond R.  

Sarah R.  

Brody S.  

Emily W.  

Meghan W.  

Congratulations to our 2021  

Confirmands! We are so proud of 

each of you. God’s blessings to you! 

The mountains may disappear, and the hills may be-

come dust, but my faithful love will never leave you.  

   —Isaiah 54:10a 

Confirmation  

Wednesdays from 5:50—7:00 pm  

We are back in-person for confirmation this year! Meeting in-

person again means we are  gathering in large group and small 

groups again! We ask that all students and small group leaders 

wear a mask while in the building. Please be sure you have 

registered, so our small groups are ready for Wednesday,  

October 6. You can register online— https://augustana.com/

confirmation-registration-2021-22/.   

 

Youth Forum  

Each Sunday at 9:45 am 

Youth Room, lower level 

Youth Forum is returning on Sunday, October 3! We are excit-

ed to gather together again in-person! We will meet in the 

youth room and go outside as we are able. While in the build-

ing we ask all youth to wear a mask. All in grades 7—12 are 

welcome to join. No need to register ahead; just come when 

you are able.  

 

Senior High Sunday  

Second & Fourth Sunday of each month 

October 10 & 24, 6:30—8:00 pm  

Senior High Sunday is back in October! Connect with your 

church friends and participate in a variety of activities through-

out the year. Activities rotate between service, fellowship, and 

education. All students in grades 9—12 are invited and encour-

aged to attend!   

 

MEA Movie Night  

Thursday, October 21, 6:30—9:00 pm  

No Cost; Registration is required  

All Augustana youth and friends in grades 7-12 are invited to a 

pizza and movie night over MEA. We’ll gather at church for a 

pizza dinner while we watch a fun Halloween movie. All COVID 

guidelines set by the Augustana Task Force will be followed. If 

weather allows, we be outside for this event. There is no cost 

to attend, but registration is required for planning purposes. 

Please register by Monday, October 18. Email Abby Norlin-

Weaver at anorlinweaver@augustana.com to register.  

 

https://augustana.com/confirmation-registration-2021-22/
https://augustana.com/confirmation-registration-2021-22/
mailto:anorlinweaver@augustana.com


 

 

MN Child Waiting for Adoption 
 

In support of mission partner, Lutheran Social Service (LSS), 

each month we present the photo and information of a child 

currently in MN foster care awaiting adoption. There are over 

900 children awaiting adoption in MN.  
 

Meet Ari! A 15-year-old who is creative 

and loves to make people laugh. “Ari 

has an amazing sense of humor! She 

can make any conversation funny and 

brighten up a room with her smile,” 

says Jason, her Child Specific Recruiter. 

Her favorite subject in school is science. 

Ari hopes for a forever home where she can thrive, be sup-

ported for who she is, and express her creativity and sense of 

humor freely. She’d do well in a two-parent home in the city 

or suburbs. She’d be very open to having a younger sibling 

and living in a home with pets. Her parents must be LGBTQ+ 

accepting and affirming. “Ari is a great person who has a ton 

of potential,” says Jason, “She is capable of taking over the 

world and making it better one joke and smile at a time. She 

can be a joy to be around and will be a great addition to a 

family.” If you are interested in learning more please email 

Jason Hirsch Jason.hirsch@chlss.org. 

Loaves & Fishes News 

After much prayer and conversation, Augustana has parted 

ways with Loaves & Fishes at St. Matthews Church on the 

west side effective October 1, 2021. Loaves & Fishes will still 

operate at St Matthews on a regular basis. If you are called to 

serve there, we encourage you to do so.  
 

New Community Meals Program 

After parting ways with Loaves & Fishes, Augustana is explor-

ing ways to serve a community meal to our neighbors one 

night a week as a drive-up option. If you would like to be in-

volved in planning what a community meal might look like  

at Augustana, please join us on Wednesday, October 6 at 

7:10 pm in the Luther Room. 
 

New at Neighbor’s Inc! 

• Neighbor’s now has a refrigerated van to make food de-

liveries to 80-100 additional clients unable to come to the 

food shelf. 

• 6 satellite sites have opened at highly populated apart-

ment buildings in SSP & WSP. Since the start of COVID, 

Neighbor’s is serving about 1000 households a month 

who are experiencing food insecurities.  

• The Clothes Closet will receive ONLY bed, bath, and kitch-

en items along with clothes of all seasons.  

• DUCK RACES! Saturday, October 2, on Southview Ave in 

SSP 11:00 am-3:00 pm. Find more information at neigh-

borsmn.org.  
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Ushers  

We are looking for ushers for all services this fall. You will be 

placed on a team that will serve together once a month. 
 

8:30 am drive-in, arrive by 7:45 am  

9:45 am sanctuary service, arrive by 9:15 am  

11:00 am contemporary service, arrive by 10:45 am  
 

Lesson Readers  

People are needed to read the scripture lesson at all three 

Sunday worship services. We encourage anyone grade 7 or 

older to sign up. We’d love to hear a variety of voices!  
 

Funeral Helpers Needed 

Share your gift of hospitality with families and friends griev-

ing the loss of a loved one. You will be called on an as needed 

basis.   

For more information or to sign 

up for any of the opportunities 

below, contact Barb Rolfes in the 

church office at 651.457.3373 or  

brolfes@augustana.com.  

Honor the Saints in your Life with a gift to the  

Augustana Harvest Fund 
 

Every year Augustana celebrates All Saints Sunday on the first 

Sunday of November. We invite you to give a gift to the Au-

gustana Harvest Fund in memory of a loved one. The Harvest 

Fund is our endowment and the yearly distribution from that 

endowment is used to support the ministries of Augustana  

and our local and global mission partners over and above our  

yearly giving.  
 

To make a gift, visit augustana.com, select GIVE from the main 

menu, select MAKE AN ONLINE GIFT from the right column. 

You will be directed to the secure Vanco giving site.  Select the 

Harvest Fund box and complete the information. You may also 

send a check to the office and note Harvest Fund in the memo 

section.   

mailto:Jason.hirsch@chlss.org
https://www.neighborsmn.org/event/great-neighbors-duck-races/
https://www.neighborsmn.org/event/great-neighbors-duck-races/
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Meet Your Church Council 
    

The Augustana Church Council is responsible for the strategic direction 

and financial life of the congregation. Nine members of the congregation, 

the pastors, and a treasurer (non-voting member) make up the council. 

Members are elected to a three year term at the annual meeting. Mem-

bers may serve no more than two consecutive terms. Upon being elect-

ed, each member chooses a church committee on which to participate.  
 

Each month we will help you get to know a council representative. If you 

wish to contact any member of the Church Council, please contact the 

church office at 651.457.3373 and they will have the council member 

contact you. 

Help us get to know you:  
I am married to Ellen and we have 2 adult children. Eric lives in Austin, Texas and Kate in Apple Valley, MN. I am retired 

after working in commercial finance. I enjoy activities which take me outside after spending my entire working life in offic-

es. We both enjoy Minnesota but in retirement, we discovered the benefit of warmer climates during Minnesota winters 

and recently spent time in Texas and California. 

 

How long you have been members at Augustana?  

Ellen and I joined Augustana in 1982 or 39 years. 
 

Where to you see God’s abundance in your life? 

Ellen and I have been blessed in so many ways. We have family, friends, health and opportunities throughout our life 

which we could hardly imagine when we were growing up. Augustana spoke to us early about our call as Christians to 

share. As all people do, we have experienced personal challenges and loss. Augustana has been a source of strength and 

comfort during the good and the difficult times in our life. We are blessed to have found a church home which has been a 

constant source of spiritual renewal to us. 

 

Share with us your favorite Bible verse:  

Matthew 11:28-30  “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you 

and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my 

burden is light.” 
 

My father died in 1994 after a short illness and this was his favorite bible verse which we used at his funeral. Dad was a 

farmer and this Bible verse speaks to the symbolism of the yolk creating hard and difficult work. However, the promise in 

this verse is that each of the individual burden’s we experience can be given over to Jesus.  

 

One more thing I’d like you to know . . .  

I love to share stories and as Ellen and our kids will attest, I have many. One of my earliest is from 2nd grade after tiny 

Edgerton won the class one State Basketball Tournament in March, 1960 – the Minnesota version of the movie Hoosiers. 

After Edgerton won, I wrote to star Dean Veenhof asking him to write back and include the autograph of each player from 

team. Surprisingly, he answered my letter and enclosed a page which every player signed in ink - including the coach!  

Scott Thorson 



 

 
 

  

 

 

The deadline for the  

November 2021 issue of  

Augustana Life is  

October 12, 2021.  

 
 

If you have questions,  

contact Carla Pfeifer at  

651 457.3373 or  

cpfeifer@augustana.com  

 
 

Augustana Life is published monthly  

by Augustana Lutheran Church  

1400 South Robert Street   

West Saint Paul, MN 55118-3197  

Church Office 651 457-3373 
Custodial Staff 
Deb Bechtold  John Closmore 

Steve Bechtold Lowell Steenberg   

Carie Closmore  

Pastor 
 

Arne Bergland 
   abergland@augustana.com 
Deb Kielsmeier 
   dkielsmeier@augustana.com 
 
 

Program Staff 
Laurie Armon, Program Assistant,  Children & 
Family Ministry   
  larmon@augustana.com 
 

Joann Arneberg, RN MPH,  
Faith Community Nurse 
  jarneberg@augustana.com 
 
 

Stacy Eichman-Cardwell, Director, Adult 

Ministry   
  secardwell@augustana.com 
 

Cathy Hendrikson, Director, Children &  
Family Ministry; Director Community Mission 
  chendrikson@augustana.com 
 

Abby Norlin-Weaver, Director, Youth &  
Family Ministry 
   anorlinweaver@augustana.com 
 

Carla Pfeifer, Communications Coordinator 

   cpfeifer@augustana.com 

Music Staff 
Kathy Andrews, Co-director of Music 
 

Andy Jacob, Co-director of Music 
 

Tim Kuehl, Interim Celebration Band Director 
 

Becca Tutewohl, Cherub Choir Director 
 

Kim Zemple, Chorister Choir Director 
 

Office Staff 
 

Stacy Bratvold, Bookkeeper 

  sbratvold@augustana.com 
 

Vanessa Hernandez, Nursery Coordinator 
 
 

Cori Pochardt, Secretary 
  cpochardt@augustana.com 
 

Barbara Rolfes, Administrative Secretary; 

Volunteer Coordinator  
   brolfes@augustana.com 
 
 

Deb Van, Financial Secretary     

   dvan@augustana.com 

10 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, October 17 at 3:00 pm 

Pre-concert talk 2:15 pm 
 

Program includes: Coleridge-Taylor: Romance in G major for 

Violin, op. 39, Rachmaninoff: Moderato from Piano Concerto 

No. 2, and Hanson: Symphony No. 2 'Romantic', op. 30. 
 

Ho-Yin Kwok, conductor 

Sarah Grimes, violin 

Ryan Holt, winner of the St. Paul Piano Teachers Associa-

tion Concerto Competition 2020 

 

Upcoming Concerts 
 

Sunday, January 9 at 3 pm - Dr. Timothy Olsen, Kenan Profes-

sor of Organ, University of North Carolina School of the Arts   
 

Friday, March 18 at 7pm - St. Olaf Cantorei and Manitou  
Singers 

The Augustana Library  

Reopening Sunday October 3 

9:30 - 11:00 
 

Books we are featuring this fall: 
 

All Will be Well: A Gathering of Heal-
ing edited by Lyn Klug 
 

Sanctuary of the Soul: Journey into Meditative Prayer by Rich-
ard Foster 
 

Sacred Rhythms: Arranging Our Lives for Spiritual Transfor-
mation by Ruth Haley Barton 
 

Ten Prayers that Changed the World: Stories of Faith that 
shaped the Course of History 
 

Glimpses of God: Stories that Point the Way by Scott Walker 
 

The Psalms: Poetry on Fire. The Passion Translation by Dr Bri-
an Simmons 
 

The God You’re Looking For by Bill Hybels 
 

A Very Present Help: Psalms for Older Adults by Miriam Dun-
can   
 

Plus books by Richard Rohr as featured in some of our previ-
ous Monday programs. Come and visit! 

Mississippi  

Valley  

Orchestra 

https://www.mississippivalleyorchestra.com/artistic-director-conductor.html
https://www.mississippivalleyorchestra.com/concertmaster.html
https://www.mississippivalleyorchestra.com/2021-2022-guest-artists-and-composers.html#ryanholt
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Senior Pastor Call  
Committee  

Update 
 

 
 

The synod is considering candidates for our position. Bishop Lull will share three to five names of the best potential senior pastor 

candidates with the Call Committee in mid-to-late October.    
 

First Interviews 

The Call Committee will schedule the first interviews as soon as we get the names. We will also begin listening to sermons of 

candidates, learning all we can about each, and checking references. We will meet to evaluate the candidates and decide who 

should be asked for a second interview. 
 

Confidentiality 

We cannot share the name or any other information about our candidates. Most likely, our candidates will be in very good situa-

tions already and will not want their congregation to know of a potential change. 
 

Next Steps 

Once we determine second interview candidates, we will invite them to participate in a more extensive interview. When we find 

a candidate, we will let the Church Council know immediately. The Council then will schedule a meet and greet for the congrega-

tion. Following that, the congregation will vote on acceptance of this senior pastor for call at Augustana. 
 

Gracious God, grant us peace during this time and open our hearts and minds for the presence of the Holy Spirit.   

Call 
     COMMITTEE  

Update  


