November 2021

Liturgical Season: Time after Pentecost

Call

COMMITTEE
Update

Senior Pastor Call Committee Update
The Call Committee expects to receive the names of three to
five senior pastor candidates from Bishop Lull at the end of
October.

We will hold first round interviews with these candidates in November. In addition to the interviews, we will try to gain as
much knowledge as we can about each candidate. We will listen to many sermons, learn about their current churches, and
question references.
The committee will decide which candidates to have back for a more extensive second interview. We hope to arrange these
second interview days as soon as schedules allow. It can be challenging to find days that all six members of the Call Committee and the candidates can meet.
We will not be able to communicate any candidate information, it is a confidential process to protect the candidates. We will
be prayerful and thoughtful in our evaluations and careful to not rush this important decision.

The Thanksgiving holiday reminds us to give thanks. The call committee is grateful for our wonderful Augustana community,
your patience, and prayers.

Pastor Arne Bergland
A time for hope
“

For this reason they are before the throne of God,
and worship him day and night within his temple,
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;
the sun will not strike them,
nor any scorching heat;
for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
Revelation 7:15-17

The first Sunday in November marks the celebration of All
Saints Sunday.
In our church calendar, it is a day to remember those saints
who have gone before us. We remember all those loved one
who have gone before us. All Saints comes at a time of year
when many traditions give thought to those who have died.
There is the Gaelic celebration of Samhain, the Mexican, Dia
de los Muertos (Day of the Dead) and even Halloween or All
Hallowed Eve. All these days find reason to remember a
passing and seek comfort for the grieving.
Each of us experiences loss in our life. It is important to note
that not all loss involves the death of a loved one. Loss

comes in many forms, the death of a partnership, the ending
of a career, the frayed relations of a friendship. Each of our
losses are worthy of remembering and each of those rememberings seek comfort.
The words from the book of Revelation are words that speak
to a living relationship with a God who sees to our grief and
brings comfort to our wounds. Whatever our loss, whatever
grief or hardship that we face, our God is there for us bringing us comfort. More than that God is there to bring us the
certain comfort of his promise.
Keeping you in my heart and prayers,
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Columbarium & Memorial Garden Update
Sunday, November 7 ~ All Saints Sunday
8:30 am
Drive-In Worship *
9:45 am
Traditional Sanctuary Worship *
11:00 am
Contemporary Fellowship Hall Worship *
Sunday, November 14 ~ 25th Sunday after Pentecost
8:30 am
Drive-In Worship *
9:45 am
Traditional Sanctuary Worship
11:00 am
Contemporary Fellowship Hall Worship *
Sunday, November 21 ~ Healing Services
8:30 am
Drive-In Worship *
9:45 am
Traditional Sanctuary Worship
11:00 am
Contemporary Fellowship Hall Worship *
Wednesday, November 24 ~ Thanksgiving Eve
7:00 pm
Traditional Sanctuary Worship
Sunday, November 28 ~ First Sunday of Advent
8:30 am
Drive-In Worship *
9:45 am
Traditional Sanctuary Worship
11:00 am
Contemporary Fellowship Hall Worship *

In November 2015, Augustana dedicated the Columbarium and
Memorial Garden. There have been many inurnment services of
individuals, names added to the Memorial Wall, and much hard
work in maintaining the lovely gardens over these past years.
Of the original 150 available niches, 88 have been purchased
along with over 40 names for the Memorial Wall. It has been a
beautiful and serene place for all to enjoy while visiting the gardens.
As we observe All Saints’ Day on November 7, this is a time we
all pause to remember loved ones no longer with us. Augustana’s Columbarium & Memorial Garden is a way to honor them.
The Memorial Wall provides a way for you to memorialize your
loved ones whose remains are elsewhere. The Columbarium
provides a final resting place and gives you the opportunity to
consider your life’s plans. On November 7, there will be a Columbarium exhibit in the Narthex that will have information on
the purchase of niches and the memorial wall names. If you
want to further discuss questions you might have, please contact Columbarium Administrator Cori Pochardt by calling the
church office 651-457-3373 or emailing cpochardt@augustana.com.

* Worship includes Holy Communion

Elva Kaffe
Saturday, December 4, 10:00 am—12:00 pm

Mobile Giving App
The GivePlus Mobile App that Augustana has used for the past several years
has been replaced with VANCO Mobile
App.
VANCO Mobile enables you to use your mobile device to
make secure, convenient one-time or recurring contributions to Augustana.

To use: download the VANCO Mobile app from the Apple
App store or Google Play. Search for and select Augustana
Lutheran. (If you are a current user of GivePlus Mobile,
your log-in credentials will stay the same in Vanco Mobile.)
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Please join us as we celebrate a smaller version of Elva Kaffe.
Music performances in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall are
scheduled along with delicious Scandinavian treats.
Unfortunately, the food and craft demos will not be part of the
schedule this year. We will have to wait until 2023 to admire
our talented crafters and enjoy the samples from our gifted
chefs.

Christmas Music Sunday
Sunday, December 19
The Augustana choirs and instrumentalists will lead worship as
we proclaim Christ’s birth through Advent and Christmas music. We will communicate more details as they become available, especially worship times and if there will be a congregational carol sing. Please mark this date on your calendars as we
look forward to this celebratory worship.

Befrienders

Faith-Filled Yoga
$30 for a 6-week session OR
$6 per class drop in fee
Flow Class Tuesdays, 6:00—7:00 pm
November 2—December 14
No Class November 23
Chair Class Thursdays, 10:00—11:00 am
November 4—December 16
No Class November 25
If writing a check, please make payable to
Augustana Lutheran Church.

Holiday Memorial Service
Saturday, December 11, 10:00 am
Honor the memory of your loved ones.
Watch for more details in upcoming bulletins
and the December newsletter.

Need Pastoral Care?
The Augustana pastoral care team wants to
care for you and your family as you walk
through life’s celebrations and challenges.
Please call the church office at 651.457.3373
if you are hospitalized, having surgery, or are
in need of pastoral support.

Have a Prayer Request?
Prayer requests can be emailed to our prayer
team: prayers@augustana.com. All requests
will remain confidential.

Thursday, November 4, 7:00—8:00 pm, Fellowship Hall
Our monthly Befrienders meeting will be open to anyone
interested in learning more about mental health. We will
host a presentation by NAMI (National Alliance on Mental
Illness) titled, In Our Own Voice. In Our Own Voice (IOOV) is a
unique public education program in which trained speakers share compelling
personal stories about living with a mental illness and achieving recovery,
demonstrating that there is hope for recovery for people with mental illnesses. The presentation includes personal stories and video clips, as well as offering an opportunity to ask questions. The IOOV program has touched many
lives and is effective in reducing the misperceptions surrounding mental illnesses. If you would like to attend and you are not currently a Befriender,
please contact Joann Arneberg, Faith Community Nurse to register:
651.457.3373 or jarneberg@augustana.com.

Living Well with Chronic Conditions
Tuesdays, January 11 - February 15 from 1:00 – 3:30 pm, Jerusalem Room
Led by Joann Arneberg, Faith Community
Nurse and Jessica Drechtrah, Faith Community Nurse. Registration is reserved for
Minnesota residents age 60 and above

Living with a chronic health condition such as arthritis, diabetes, cancer, or
mental health conditions can be a daily challenge. Take charge by joining this
Living Well with Chronic Conditions workshop. Participants in this in-person
class make weekly action plans, share experiences, and help each other solve
problems as they carry out their plans. Topics include nutrition, exercise, medication use, pain management, emotions, and communicating with medical
providers. There is no cost to attend but donations are appreciated. Register
now at https://yourjuniper.org/Classes/Register/2684. Contact Joann
Arneberg at Augustana (651.457.3373 or jarneberg@augustana.com) or the
Faith Community Nurse Network (FCNN) office at 651-204-0904
or info@fcnntc.org for more information.

Grief
Our Grief Care group planned for October/November has been postponed until spring. If you are looking
for resources to help you as you walk through your grief journey, please contact Joann Arneberg, Faith
Community Nurse.
One book recommendation for those dealing with grief: A Grace Disguised by Jerry Sittser
With vulnerability and honesty, Jerry Sittser walks through his own grief and loss to show that new life
is possible--one marked by spiritual depth, joy, compassion, and a deeper appreciation of simple and
ordinary gifts.
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Adult Forum

Women’s Coffee & Conversation

Sundays, 9:45-10:45 am, Jerusalem Room

Mondays November 15, 22, 29 &

November 7 & 14—Seminary Professor, Karoline Lewis, Revelation: The End of

December 6

the World or God's Promises for a New World?

10:00 -11:30 am in the Jerusalem Room

The book of Revelation (not Revelations) is perhaps the most well-known and yet

Using Brian McLaren’s book Faith After

least understood book in the Bible. What does a Christian do with such a perplex-

Doubt we will look at how our doubt

ing and sometimes frightening end to Scripture? This series will expose the misin-

and changing religious beliefs can actu-

terpretations that have plagued Revelation and disclose the inherent hope that

ally move us forward on our faith jour-

this book offers the church today.

ney.

November 21, Ruth Sorenson Prokosch,
Many people are using Spiritual Directors to guide them through their spiritual and

Where Faith Meets Life
Bible Study

life journeys. Ruth will share with us how she defines Spiritual Direction and helps

Wednesdays at 6:00 pm, Jerusalem

people in her practice.

Room AND ZOOM

November 28, Faith Development and Doubt

Join one of the pastors for a discussion

Stacy Eichman-Cardwell will facilitate a discussion on Brian McLaren’s four-stage

of how the upcoming preaching text is

model of faith development. This model offers a path forward where sincere and

relevant to our daily lives! Contact Barb

thoughtful people leave behind unnecessary baggage and intensify their commit-

Rolfes at brolfes@augustana.com or

ment to what matters most.

651.457.3373 for the ZOOM link. No

Ruth is an ELCA Lutheran Pastor and Spiritual Director (frontporchdirection.com).

Bible Study on November 24.

Women’s Fall Bible Study
Our Reality & God’s Promises

Online Book Study

Mondays, through November 22, 6:30 pm, Jerusalem Room (NEW DATES)

Fierce Love: A Bold Path to Ferocious

Pastor Deb will lead a five-week study focusing on the promises of God. We will

Courage and Rule-Breaking Kindness

look at how our faith and the promises of God intersect with the reality of our day-

That Can Heal the World

to-day lives using the faith practice ‘puzzle’ cards for this year. Sign up with Barb

by Rev. Jacqui Lewis

Rolfes at 651.457.3373 or brolfes@augustana.com.

Rev. Lewis is the first female and first
black minister in her church’s history.

And Yet
Tuesday, November 2, 6:30 -7:30 pm
ZOOM discussion on Healthy Boundaries. Contact Stacy to get the ZOOM invitation, secardwell@augustana.com.

She is in an interracial marriage, and an
equal rights activist that shows us that
kindness, compassion, and inclusive
thinking are muscles that can be exer-

cised and strengthened to mend our

November 17, December 8

human connection. Our first ZOOM dis-

And Yet… online educational videos

cussion of this book is on Sunday, No-

Watch the lessons at your leisure and participate in a ZOOM discussion on Tues-

vember 28, 6:30 -7:30 pm. We will have

day, December 14, 6:30 – 7:30 pm. This series will cover key points from Brian

2-3 discussion sessions. Sign up with

McLaren’s book Faith After Doubt: Why Your Beliefs Stopped Working and What to

Stacy secardwell@augustana.com if you

Do about It. Old assumptions are being challenged in nearly every area of human

want to be part of this book study.

life. Questions and doubts are not the enemy of faith but a doorway to a more

Books can be purchased on Amazon

mature and fruitful kind of faith.

after November 9.

Kids’ Kingdom Update

Congregational Dinners

Kids’ Kingdom is up and running. We are wearing masks if we
are indoors and no masks when we are outdoors, which has
been every Sunday so far. We have learned how donuts and
our relationship with Jesus are a lot alike, we heard about the
Pumpkin Parable and learned how God’s love overflows when
we let him into our lives by making elephant toothpaste. We
miss those who are not with us and can’t wait until we are all
together again. If you haven’t registered for Kids’ Kingdom and
would like to, here is the online link:
augustana.com/kids-kingdom-registration-2021-22/

Wednesdays, 5:00-6:00 pm, Fellowship Hall
The menu will be scaled down and rotate week by week each
month:
1st Wednesday—pizza
2nd Wednesday—sloppy joe’s or tacos (rotating every other
month)
3rd Wednesday—pasta
4th Wednesday—soup & sandwiches

All Saints Day Ribbons
Sunday, November 7
Stop at the table in the Narthex to pick up a ribbon to tie to the
tree outside the east doors with the person/s you want to remember this year on All Saints Day.

Game Night, Grades 3-6
Friday, November 12, 6:30-8:30 pm
Kids in grades 3-6 are invited to join us for an evening of fun
board games, building games, and even a game or two of ditch
in the lower level. Relax with snacks and church friends. We will
have lots of different games to play or you can bring your favorite game to play. Sign up at: signupgenius.com/
go/30E0848AAAA22A0F94-3rd6th

Congregation Turkey Bingo!
Friday, November 19, 6:00-7:30 pm
The evening will begin with a COVID safe, dinner of Jimmy John’s
sandwiches (free-will offering). At 6:30 pm we will play Turkey
Bingo! We will have a variety of prizes for all ages, including turkeys for your Thanksgiving dinner. Please sign-up by either
emailing Cathy at chendrikson@augustana.com or at signupgenius.com/go/30E0848AAAA22A0F94-turkey

Ornament Make & Take
Friday, December 10, 6:30-8:00 pm
All are invited to join in an annual Augustana tradition of making
homemade ornaments for your tree. Each family unit will have
the supplies to make between 8-10 ornaments while you are
here. Please sign up by December 5 at:
signupgenius.com/go/30E0848AAAA22A0F94-ornament

Cost : $6 per person or $20 per household for 4 people or
more. All food will be served with COVID precautions and safety measures in place. No dinner on November 24.

Baptism Classes
Wednesday, November 3 at 7:00 pm via ZOOM OR
Wednesday, December 15 at 6:00 pm via ZOOM
If you desire baptism for yourself or child, we ask that you
attend a baptism class led by Pastor Deb Kielsmeier. This 45
minute class will be conducted over ZOOM. We will discuss the
meaning of Christian Baptism and the importance of this sacrament. Please contact Barb Rolfes at brolfes@augustana.com
651.457.3373 to reserve a spot.

Where Faith Meets Family Event
The Manger Project
Sunday, November 28, 9:00-11:00 am, Lower Level Commons
No Cost; Registration required
New this year at Augustana is the Manger Project, a fun and
interactive Christmas tradition that helps families focus on the
true meaning of Christmas while building a manger. This project
gives families a chance to teach/learn hard work, perseverance,
and most importantly, why the manger (God coming to earth as
a baby) is so important to their faith. This can easily become
your family’s favorite Christmas tradition. There is no cost to
participate but registration is required by Sunday, November
14. Please sign up by emailing either Cathy chendrikson@augustana.com, Abby anorlin-weaver@augustana.com or
at: signupgenius.com/go/30E0848AAAA22A0F94-themanger

Pizza, Movie, and Craft Night for Kids
Friday, December 17, 5:30-7:30 pm
Drop off your kids, age Kdgtn and older, for an evening of pizza,
crafts, and a movie. Space is limited, so don’t wait to sign-up!
signupgenius.com/go/30E0848AAAA22A0F94-crafts
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Youth Forum

Daily Gratitude

Each Sunday at 9:45 am
Youth Room, lower level
Youth Forum has returned and we are excited to gather together again in-person! We will meet in the youth room and
go outside as we are able. While in the building we ask all
youth to wear a mask. All in grades 7—12 are welcome to join.
No need to register ahead; just come when you are able.

For the month of November, try adding a daily gratitude practice to your routine. Each day brings unknowns and a constant
change to what feels normal and familiar. It can be easy to be
filled with stress and fall into a negative spiral. Practicing
gratitude is an effective way to counter the negative and refocus our minds on good things. There are small and simply
things each day for which to be grateful. Setting a gratitude
intention can help you let go of stress and find joy, even in
hard times. Try one or more of the following gratitude practices for the month of November and see what impact it has on
you. Maybe you’ll decide to keep going.

Where Faith Meets Family Event
The Manger Project
Sunday, November 28, 9:00-11:00 am
No Cost; Registration required
Lower Level Commons
New this year at Augustana is the Manger Project, a fun and
interactive Christmas tradition that helps families focus on the
true meaning of Christmas while building a manger. This project gives families a chance to teach/learn hard work, perseverance and most importantly, why the manger (God coming
to earth as a baby) is so important to their faith. This can easily become your family’s favorite Christmas tradition. There is
no cost to participate but registration is required by Sunday,
November 14.
Please sign up by emailing either Cathy chendrikson@augustana.com, Abby anorlin-weaver@augustana.com,
or at: signupgenius.com/go/30E0848AAAA22A0F94themanger

Gratitude Journal—each day write down five things for which
you are grateful in your journal. Start or end each day with
time to write in your journal.
Gratitude Jar—make a special jar for practicing gratitude.
Write down things for which you are grateful and add them to
the jar, or add an object, like a marble, to represent what you
are grateful for that day.

Family Gratitude Practice—find time as a family to share with
one another what you are grateful for each day. This could
happen during a meal, in the car, or incorporated into a bedtime routine.
Use your Halloween Candy—Select a candy with multiple
pieces in it (skittles, M&M’s, Dots, etc.), Then think of a gratitude for each piece of candy, either share those gratitude's
with another person or turn them into a prayer of thanksgiving.

Senior High Sunday
Second & Fourth Sunday of each month
November 14 & 28, 6:30—8:00 pm
Senior High Sunday is back in-person! Connect with your
church friends and participate in a variety of activities
throughout the year. Activities rotate between service, fellowship, and education. All students in grades 9—12 are invited
and encouraged to attend!

Note to confirmation students: Learn
and grow as you practice a month of daily
gratitude. After building a gratitude practice
over the month of November, complete a
Learn & Grow Habit of Faith form.
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Christmas Giving Fair

MN Child Waiting for Adoption

Sunday, December 5, 9:00-11:30 am in the Fellowship Hall
Join us for the annual Christmas Giving Fair, where you can support various local, national, and world mission partners. We will
have fair trade chocolate, olive oil, and new this year is locally
roasted, fair trade Peace Coffee. Peace Coffee is located in Minneapolis and buys their coffee beans from 100% certified organic, small scale farmers around the world. Stop by the table to
taste a sample!

In support of mission partner, Lutheran Social Service (LSS),
each month we present the photo and information of a child
currently in MN foster care awaiting adoption. There are over
900 children awaiting adoption in MN.

Neighbor’s Inc Sponsor a Family/Senior at Christmas
Names and lists are available for pick-up if you would like to
sponsor a family or a senior this Christmas. Most of the families
have one or two children to buy for. Families/seniors will be
available at the Christmas Giving Fair on Sunday, December 5. If
you would like your family/senior before Black Friday shopping,
emailCathy at chendrikson@augustana.com. Thank you for
sponsoring the families/seniors at the holidays.

Wreaths Across America
Saturday, December 18 at 11:00 am, Fort Snelling National
Cemetery
Help lay wreaths at Fort Snelling. We have 20 spots available for
those wishing to help. There is no age minimum, but anyone
under the age of 15 must be accompanied by a parent. Sign-up
at: signupgenius.com/go/30E0848AAAA22A0F94-wreaths1

Walk to End Hunger Update
The Walk to End Hunger will have a different look this year. Instead of gathering together on Thanksgiving Morning, the Walk
to End Hunger will celebrate a month-long event to make November, No Hunger November. Due to the uncertainty around
the COVID-19 variants and to avoid large gatherings, the Walk to
End Hunger will take place for the entire month of November
with a Walk to End Hunger route installed along the Mall of
America for participants to visit and walk anytime that works for
them. Participants could register and begin peer-to-peer fundraising efforts starting October 1, and encouraged to visit the
Mall of America anytime from November 1 – November 30.
Along the Walk Route, you'll find a few secret code words displayed by partnering stores and vendors. Collect all words and
fill out the digital passport to win a big prize! To learn more go
to walktoendhunger.org.

November is National Adoption month. With the many Augustana newsletters featuring Waiting Child, we are pleased
to report that Lucien and Adrian, Larry, Aria and Colby have
found forever homes! Modesto and Marceline, Ethan, Sean,
and Matthew are in the process of being adopted. This
month’s child, C.J., and many others are still waiting. Thank
you for keeping all of these children in your prayers.

Meet C.J.
C.J. is an energetic, creative and
curious 7-year-old with a big personality and lots of love to give.
He has a great sense of humor
and can always make those
around him laugh and smile. C.J.
is curious by nature and loves
learning about animals by reading and watching videos. His favorite animals are dogs and dinosaurs, and he gets excited to share all of the fun facts he’s
learned. He expresses creativity in a variety of ways, from
making art projects to rapping! Many of his favorite songs are
from the musical Hamilton. C.J. has improved dramatically
when it comes to communicating his feelings and needs to
adults, but this is something he is still working on and will
need patience and guidance with. “C.J. is a great kid! He has a
big personality and lights up a room. You will have to try hard
to not let him win you over!” “C.J. would thrive in a family
that can help him establish healthy routines and talk openly
about his positive behaviors and how to improve behaviors
he struggles with,” says his worker Reina. An ideal family for
C.J. would be one who maintains an active lifestyle, enjoys
C.J.’s silly side, and can foster his desire to learn. He would do
best in a two-parent home where he is the youngest child
and has a consistent schedule and routine. C.J. identifies as
African American and it will be important for his future family
to help keep him connected to this part of his identity and
culture. If you’d like to learn more please contact Reina Nelson at reina.nelson@chlss.org.
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Meet Your Church Council
The Augustana Church Council is responsible for the strategic direction
and financial life of the congregation. Nine members of the congregation,
the pastors, and a treasurer (non-voting member) make up the council.
Members are elected to a three year term at the annual meeting. Members may serve no more than two consecutive terms. Upon being elected, each member chooses a church committee on which to participate.
Each month we will help you get to know a council representative. If you
wish to contact any member of the Church Council, please contact the
church office at 651.457.3373 and they will have the council member
contact you.

Erik Townsend
Help us get to know you:
I grew up in New Hampshire, went to school in the Northeast, and moved out to Minnesota to work at 3M in 2014. I am
now a chemist in 3M’s Corporate Research Lab in St. Paul. My wife Rachel and I just got married in August, and we live
close by in South St. Paul. We are excited for our new life together! Before COVID, you may have seen me at the 8:30am
service or helping out down at Kids’ Kingdom most Sundays. In my free time, I enjoy playing and watching sports, playing
games, and trivia.
How long you have been members at Augustana?
I joined Augustana in late 2014, so I’ll be coming up on 7 years here.
Where to you see God’s abundance in your life?
I feel that God has blessed me greatly with the relationships I have found since I moved halfway across the country to a
place where I knew nobody. Minnesota truly feels like home to me now. God placed Rachel in my life, and I am so blessed
to spend the rest of it with her!
Share with us your favorite Bible verse:
Psalm 18:29 “With your help I can advance against a troop; with my God I can scale a wall.” I find this verse to be a simple,
powerful statement of God’s willingness to aid an individual soldier (me) on a battlefield (the world).

One more thing I’d like you to know . . .
I was homeschooled through 9th grade, and never once have I had regrets about it. If you’re open to the idea for your children, I highly recommend it.

Let’s Paint with Jan Gunderson!
Tuesday, November 16, 6:00-9:00 pm
Cost: $20.00
Oh yes you can paint this fun and festive Christmas Gnome in
your own choice of colors on an 11 x 14” pre-primed canvas
with step-by-step instructions! Everything from canvas to
paint is included! Dress for mess and bring a heat gun or hair
dryer so we can complete this
whimsical gnome in one
night! Sign up by either mailing or dropping off your check
in the church office.

Concordia College (Moorhead MN) Orchestra
Thursday, November 4 at 7:00 pm
The Concordia College (Moorhead) Orchestra, under the direction of Dr. Keven F.E. Sütterlin, will perform at Augustana as
part of their fall tour. Enjoy the sounds of this nationally and
internationally acclaimed orchestra!

Upcoming Concerts
Sunday, January 9 at 3:00 pm - Dr. Timothy Olsen, Professor
of Organ, University of North Carolina School of the Arts
Friday, March 18 at 7:00 pm - St. Olaf Cantorei and Manitou
Singers
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Join us for

Thanksgiving Eve Worship
in the Sanctuary

Wednesday, November 24
7:00 pm

