
 

 

  

          December 2021                                           Liturgical Season: Advent 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve Worship 
Friday, December 24 

 
11:00 am Family Worship 
 
2:30 pm Candlelight Worship 
 
4:00 pm Candlelight Worship 
 
5:30 pm Candlelight Worship 
 
10:30 pm Candlelight Worship  
                      With Holy Communion 
 

Online Worship will also be available 
 
 

 

 

Sundays in Advent 
November 28, December 5, 12, & 19 
Join us in worship as we light each candle on the Advent wreath  
representing PEACE, HOPE, LOVE, JOY 
 

Elva Kaffe 
Saturday, December 4, 10:00 am—12:00 pm 
 

Advent Giving Fair 
Sunday, December 5, 9:00—11:30 am  
 

Christmas Ornament Make & Take 
Friday, December 10, 6:30—8:00 pm 
 

Holiday Memorial Service 
Saturday, December 11, 10:00 am  
 

Christmas Music Sunday 
Sunday, December 19, 8:30 & 11:00 am Festival Worship 
9:45 am Congregational Carol Sing 
 
More information on each event can be found in the newsletter.  



 

 

Pastor Arne Bergland   

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,  

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit  

— Romans 15:13 

 
After viewing the night skies over Bethlehem Father Phillip Brooks, an Episcopalian priest wrote 

the following line, “The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.” The year was 

1868 but his words are timeless and universal. Brooks’ famous Christmas hymn offers us a re-

flection on the fear that we all experience as well as the comfort that we may find in the birth of 

the Christ Child.  

 

From the hills of Palestine, Father Brooks’ words issue a reminder as well as an invitation. We 

face realities that are both corporate and individual. We may remember together the fears we 

have shared in the year past. At the same time, we hold a reality that is ours alone. The reality of 

our past does not go away and yet at the same time the hope we have carried, the hope that we 

continue to carry, is an invitation to know how fully God promises to be with us.  

 

That is the promise of the Christmas season is it not? The joy of the Advent/Christmas season is 

grounded in the reality of God made flesh, Immanuel, God with us. This is our hope made real in 

the Christ child. 

 

May the Peace of Christ keep you throughout the coming Christmas season. 
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Deaths: 

• Shirley Peterson, mother of Kristine Lindberg. 

• Reverend Harvey Milo Johnson. Reverend Johnson was       

ordained at Augustana in June 1955. 

• Donna Aeilts, wife of Richard Aeilts, mother of Ben, 

Mark, Steve, and Scott, aunt of Barb Aydt. 
 

Birth: 

• Malia Louise Cook, daughter of Allison and Daniel 

Cook, born on September 10. 

  

Sunday, December 5 ~ Second Sunday of Advent 

  8:30 am Traditional Sanctuary Worship * 

  9:45 am Traditional Sanctuary Worship * 

11:00 am Contemporary Fellowship Hall Worship * 

   

Sunday, December 12 ~ Third Sunday of Advent 

  8:30 am Traditional Sanctuary Worship 

  9:45 am Traditional Sanctuary Worship 

11:00 am Contemporary Fellowship Hall Worship * 

   

Sunday, December 19 ~ Music Sunday 

  8:30 am Choir Festival of Music 

  9:45 am Congregation Carol Sing 

11:00 am Choir Festival of Music 

 

Friday, December 24 ~ Christmas Eve 

 11:00 am Family Worship 

   2:30 pm Candlelight Worship 

   4:00 pm Candlelight Worship 

   5:30 pm Candlelight Worship 

 10:30 pm Candlelight Worship * 

   

Sunday, December 26 ~ First Sunday of Christmas 

  8:30 am Traditional Sanctuary Worship 

  9:45 am Traditional Sanctuary Worship 

11:00 am Contemporary Worship in Sanctuary * 

   

* Worship service includes Holy Communion 

 

Mobile Giving App 

The GivePlus Mobile App that Augusta-

na has used for the past several years 

has been replaced with VANCO Mobile 

App.   
 

VANCO Mobile enables you to use your mobile device to 

make secure, convenient one-time or recurring contribu-

tions to Augustana.  
 

To use: download the VANCO Mobile app from the Apple 

App store or Google Play. Search for and select Augustana 

Lutheran. (If you are a current user of GivePlus Mobile, 

your log-in credentials will stay the same in Vanco Mobile.)  

Elva Kaffe  

Saturday, December 4 

10:00 am—12:00 pm 

Please join us as we celebrate a small-

er version of Elva Kaffe. Music perfor-

mances in the Sanctuary and Fellow-

ship Hall are scheduled along with delicious Scandinavian 

treats. Unfortunately, the food and craft demos will not be 

part of the schedule this year. We will have to wait until 2023 

to admire our talented crafters and enjoy the samples from 

our gifted chefs.   

Greetings from San Agustín   

Even though the pandemic has restricted travel to our global 

mission partners, we continue to be in partnership with the 

San Agustín congregation in prayer.  
 

The following link shares recent greetings to Augustana from 

our brothers and sisters in La Esmeralda:  Gracias from San 

Agustín. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Kpx5a-cyUGsYabWl741zYy5q5LjKz7nj/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Kpx5a-cyUGsYabWl741zYy5q5LjKz7nj/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Kpx5a-cyUGsYabWl741zYy5q5LjKz7nj/view


 

 

Holiday Memorial Service  

Saturday, December 11, 10:00 am  

The holiday season is a time to remember 

loved ones who have died. Join us in this 

annual Augustana tradition to celebrate the 

memory of loved ones and to light a candle 

in their honor during this meaningful ser-

vice. If you wish, bring a photo or a remind-

er of your loved one.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Faith-Filled Yoga 

$30 for a 6-week session OR $6 per class drop-in fee 
 

Flow Class Tuesdays, 6:00—7:00 pm 

Current session: through December 14 

Next session: January 4—February 22, 2022 
 

Chair Class Thursdays, 10:00—11:00 am 

Current session: through December 16 

Next session: January 6—February 24, 2022 
 

If writing a check, please make payable to Augustana Lutheran Church. 

Living Well with Chronic Conditions 

Tuesdays, January 11— February 15  

1:00—3:30 pm, Jerusalem Room  

Led by Joann Arneberg, Faith Community 

Nurse and Jessica Drechtrah, Faith Commu-

nity Nurse. Registration is reserved for Min-

nesota residents age 60 and above 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Living with a chronic health condition such as 

arthritis, diabetes, cancer, or mental health 

conditions can be a daily challenge. Take 

charge by joining this Living Well with Chron-

ic Conditions workshop. Participants in this in

-person class make weekly action plans, 

share experiences, and help each other solve 

problems as they carry out their plans. Topics 

include nutrition, exercise, medication use, 

pain management, emotions, and communi-

cating with medical providers. There is no 

cost to attend but donations are appreciated. 

Register now at https://yourjuniper.org/

Classes/Register/2684. Contact Joann 

Arneberg at Augustana (651.457.3373 or 

jarneberg@augustana.com) or the Faith 

Community Nurse Network (FCNN) office at 

651-204-0904 or info@fcnntc.org for more 

information.  

 

Need Pastoral Care?  

The Augustana pastoral care team wants to 

care for you and your family as you walk 

through life’s celebrations and challenges. 

Please call the church office at 651.457.3373 

if you are hospitalized, having surgery, or are 

in need of pastoral support. 

 

Have a Prayer Request?  

Prayer requests can be emailed to our prayer 

team: prayers@augustana.com. All requests 

will remain confidential.  
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Prepare for Advent and the celebration of Jesus  

with the Augustana Library 

Sunday (12/12) and Wednesday (12/15) are the last days to 

check out before the library’s Christmas break.  
 

Devotions 

In the Bleak Midwinter. 40 meditations and prayers for  

Advent and Christmas 

Come, Lord Jesus. Advent devotions for the home 

Manger and Mystery. An Advent adventure 

The Advent Jesse Tree. Devotions for children and adults to prepare for the coming 

of the Christ child 

Celebrate Jesus! At Christmas. Family devotions 
 

Kid focused 

Lucia Morning in Sweden. A picture book telling the story of Lucia Day 

The Christmas Mystery. A novel for juvenile readers 

Waiting for Christmas. Stories and activities for Advent 

And many, many more beautifully illustrated Christmas stories 
 

Other 

A Minnesota Christmas Anthology. History of Christmas past in Minnesota 

Keeping Christmas. Yuletide traditions in Norway and the new land  

It was a beautiful evening, and 

yet… three hens and Jimmy, my 

Bantam rooster did not want to 

go into the coop. Jimmy is ornery 

and has rigid boundaries that he 

aggressively asserts. The hens 

were easy to pick up and put to 

bed, but I was not willing to risk 

“life or limb” with Jimmy– I left 

him outside with the hope he would mysteriously disappear by morning. Unfortu-

nately, he decided to roost in the goat barn kicking out one very wary llama and 

two scared goats. Luckily the weather was warm, so I left everyone to sort it out 

for themselves. In the morning I was greeted by my goats eagerly awaiting their 

morning hug and kiss (yes, I kiss my goats). Jimmy had overtaken the goat barn, 

and his arrogant crowing declared his conquest; he was totally unaware of what 

he missed out on – relationships. As we learned this Fall, rigid boundaries do not 

promote healthy relationships. People can also have rigid boundaries around their 

beliefs – especially religious beliefs. These boundaries inhibit the doubt that helps 

us grow in our faith. If you have no idea what I am talking about watch the adult 

online education videos summarizing Brian McLaren’s book Faith After Doubt – 

this intriguing book gives insight into personal faith development and organized 

religion. I look forward to learning and growing in faith with you this next season. 

Have a wonderful Christmas. Stacy 

Women’s Coffee and  

Conversation  

Monday, December 6 

10:00-11:30 am, Jerusalem Room 

We will complete Brian McLaren’s book 

Faith After Doubt  

 

Where Faith Meets Life  

Bible Study 

Wednesdays at 6:00 pm, Jerusalem 

Room and ZOOM  

Join one of the pastors for a discussion 

of how the upcoming preaching text is 

relevant to our daily lives! Contact Barb 

Rolfes at brolfes@augustana.com or 

651.457.3373 for the ZOOM link. No 

Bible Study on December 22 and 29.   

 

And Yet…  

Online educational videos 

December 8 

This series will cover key points from 

Brian McLaren’s book Faith After Doubt: 

Why Your Beliefs Stopped Working and 

What to Do about It. Old assumptions 

are being challenged in nearly every 

area of human life. Questions and 

doubts are not the enemy of faith but a 

doorway to a more mature kind of faith. 

Watch the lesson at your leisure and 

then participate in a ZOOM discussion 

on Tuesday, December 14, 6:30 – 7:30 

pm. 

 

Online Book Study 

Fierce Love: A Bold Path to Ferocious 

Courage and Rule-Breaking Kindness 

That Can Heal the World  

by Rev. Jacqui Lewis 

Sign up with Stacy to get the reading 

assignments, zoom discussion dates  

and invitations.  

secardwell@augustana.com  

mailto:brolfes@augustana.com
mailto:secardwell@augustana.com


 

 

Congregation Dinner Update 

The decision has been made to no longer offer dinner on 

Wednesday nights before confirmation due to low attend-

ance. We will try again in the spring when we can have 

tables outside and the grill going, along with food trucks 

like we did in the fall. Thank you for supporting these din-

ners for the past 20+ years.  

 

Kids’ Kingdom Updates 
 

Happy Birthday Jesus Party! 

Sunday, December 12, 3:00—4:30 pm 

With the smaller number of children involved in Kids’ 

Kingdom and the children’s choirs, the decision has been 

made to forego the annual Christmas Program this year.  

Instead, we will throw a birthday party for Jesus! Join us 

in the Fellowship Hall for cake, party games, and crafts. 

We will also collect baby hygiene product, like baby 

shampoo, lotion, powder, diaper rash cream, wipes, dia-

pers, etc. Watch for your personal invite to come in the 

mail.  

 

No Kids’ Kingdom on the Following Dates 

There will be no regular Kids’ Kingdom classes on the fol-

lowing Sundays: 

November 28-Manger Project event in the Commons 

9:00-11:00 am. Registration required 
 

December 19-Christmas Music Sunday 8:30 & 11:00 am  

in the sanctuary; Carol Sing in Fellowship Hall 9:45 am 
 

December 26-Christmas Break 
 

January 2-Christmas Break 
 

We will resume on Sunday, January 9 when we celebrate 

Three Kings Day.  

 

Christmas Eve Family Worship 

Friday, December 24, 11:00 am 

Join us in the Fellowship Hall for an interactive worship 

experience involving costumes, fun actions and sounds, 

the telling of the Christmas Story, and traditional Christ-

mas carols. Invite your family, friends, and neighbors for 

the fun morning of worship.  

Ornament Make & Take 

Friday, December 10, 6:30-8:00 pm 

All are invited to join in an annual Augustana tradition of making 

homemade ornaments for your tree. Each family unit will have the 

supplies to make between 8-10 ornaments while you are here. Space 

is limited to 24 families, so don’t wait to sign up! Please sign up by 

December 5 at: signupgenius.com/go/30E0848AAAA22A0F94-

ornament 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Swedish Meatball Dinner 

Wednesday, December 15, 5:00—6:00 pm, $6 per person 

Join us for a traditional Scandinavian dinner of meatballs, potatoes, 

lingonberries, lefse, and a vegetable. So we know how many meat-

balls to make, please sign up at signupgenius.com/

go/30E0848AAAA22A0F94-swedish   

 

 

Baptism Classes 

Wednesday, December 15 at 6:00 pm via ZOOM 

If you desire baptism for yourself or child, we ask that you attend a 

baptism class led by Pastor Deb Kielsmeier. This 45 minute class will 

be conducted over ZOOM. We will discuss the meaning of Christian 

Baptism and the importance of this sacrament. Please contact Barb 

Rolfes at brolfes@augustana.com 651.457.3373 to reserve a spot.  
 

 

Pizza, Movie, and Craft Night for Kids 

Friday, December 17, 5:30-7:30 pm  

Drop off your kids, age Kdgtn and older, for an evening of pizza, 

crafts, and a movie. Space is limited, so don’t wait to sign-up! signup-

genius.com/go/30E0848AAAA22A0F94-crafts 
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Youth Ski Trip  
Friday, February 18—Monday, February 21, 2022 

For students currently in grades 7-12  

Cost: Approximately $265 per person, includes transpor-

tation, lodging, lift tickets, and most food. Ski/Snowboard 

rentals are available for additional fees.  

We are trying to determine how many people would like to 

participate in this fun weekend before making reservations.  

We would plan to head to Giant Ridge in Biwabik, MN, stay in 

villas and spend Saturday and Sunday enjoying the variety of 

slopes the resort offers. If you are interested in participating 

email Abby, anorlinweaver@augustana.com  

by Monday, December 27.  

Confirmation December Schedule  
 

On the three Wednesdays of confirmation in December, 

students and families are invited to join the Habits of 

Faith activities. Activities will take place from 5:30—7:00 

pm, confirmation students will participate during the reg-

ular confirmation time. These activities are designed for 

students to practice their habits of faith while getting to 

know more of their peers in fellowship. Here is what to 

expect each week.  

 

December 1—Act Habit of Faith  

Participants will make cards and candy cane bomb post-

cards for senior living residents and 

Augustana homebound members.  

 

December 8—Act Habit of Faith  

Participants will choose between 

helping in the kitchen to prepare 

food for Augustana’s Swedish meatball dinner or assem-

bling Jesus birthday party goody bags.  

 

December 15—Learn & Grow Habit of Faith  

Christmas trivia will test your 

knowledge of the Christmas story 

while you work towards building a 

gingerbread house. Come join the fun 

and see how these two things work 

together.  

 

 

Confirmation will not meet on December 22, 29, or  

January 5. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

ELCA Youth Gathering  
Sunday, July 21—Thursday, July 28, 2022 

For students currently in grades 9-12 

  Cost: Exact total to be determined based on number of 

participants. There is a $390 gather fee, plus hotel and food.  

The ELCA Youth Gathering will be in the Twin Cities this year! Activities 

will take place between the Minneapolis Convention Center and US 

Bank Stadium. We’ll join thousands of ELCA youth from all over the 

U.S. for faith building, service, worship, and fellowship. We are trying 

to see how many people would like to participate in this wonderful 

event. Please email Abby at anorlinweaver@augustana.com by  

Sunday, January 9, if you are interested in joining!  

ANY INTEREST? 

mailto:anorlinweaver@augustana.com
mailto:anorlinweaver@augustana.com


 

 

MN Child Waiting for Adoption 
 

In support of mission partner, Lutheran Social Service (LSS), 

each month we present the photo and information of a child 

currently in MN foster care awaiting adoption. There are over 

900 children awaiting adoption in MN.  
 

 

Meet Dajuan!  

“Dajuan is a funny, kind and 

thoughtful kid. He would be a 

great addition to a family because 

he likes to build relationships and 

share his interests with others” 

said his worker, Sara. Dajuan is a 

sports-loving 16-year-old who 

likes basketball, soccer and hang-

ing out with friends. When he’s spending time on his own, he 

enjoys drawing and playing video games.  
 

A forever family for Dajuan means a liftetime of love, pa-

tience and support. He would thrive with parents who can 

help guide him towards positive decision-making skills and 

have open and non-judgemental conversations that will help 

him navigate this important time in his late teens and early 

adulthood. 
 

As a young black man, Dajuan needs a family who will help 

keep him connected to people of color in the community. 

Finding service providers of the same race will also be benefi-

cial to help him stay rooted in and connected to his racial and 

cultural identity. 
 

To learn more about Dajuan, please contact Sara at 

sara.jeske@chlss.org. Note, families may have to provide 

certain documentation to receive full information. 
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Advent Giving Fair 

Sunday, December 5, 9:00-

11:30 am, Fellowship Hall 

 
 

Join us for the annual Advent Giving Fair, where you can support 

various local, national, and world mission partners. We will have 

fair trade chocolate, olive oil, ELCA Good Gifts, Sponsor a Christ-

mas Dinner, books for CLAG, Rezek House, Life Haven, LSS Fos-

ter Care, and Lyngblomsten to name a few of the mission part-

ners that will be in attendance. New this year is locally roasted, 

fair trade Peace Coffee. Peace Coffee is located in Minneapolis 

and buys their coffee beans from 100% certified organic, small 

scale farmers around the world. Stop by the table to taste a 

sample! We hope to see you all there! 

 

Neighbor’s Inc Sponsor a Family/Senior at Christmas 

Names and lists are available for pick-up if you would like to 

sponsor a family or a senior this Christmas. Most of the families 

have one or two children to buy for. Families/seniors will  be 

available at the Christmas Giving Fair on Sunday, December 5. 

Thank you for sponsoring the families/seniors at the holidays.  

 

Wreaths Across America 

Saturday, December 18 at 11:00 am, Fort Snelling National 

Cemetery 

We are back in person this year to help lay wreaths at Fort Snel-

ling. We have 20 spots available for those wishing to help. There 

is no age minimum, but anyone under the age of 15 must be 

accompanied by a parent. Sign-up at: signupgenius.com/

go/30E0848AAAA22A0F94-wreaths1  

Solar Array Update:  

The wait is almost over! The solar panels and 

ballast were delivered to Augustana on Octo-

ber 29 as shown on the photos. Construction 

proceeded in November along with connec-

tion the church's internal power. In December 

the plan is for Xcel Energy to inspect and con-

nect the array to their external power grid. If 

there are no delays, the array should be 

online late December or early January.  

mailto:sara.jeske@chlss.org
signupgenius.com/go/30E0848AAAA22A0F94-wreaths1
signupgenius.com/go/30E0848AAAA22A0F94-wreaths1


 

 

Meet Your Church Council 
    

The Augustana Church Council is responsible for the strategic direction 

and financial life of the congregation. Nine members of the congregation, 

the pastors, and a treasurer (non-voting member) make up the council. 

Members are elected to a three year term at the annual meeting. Mem-

bers may serve no more than two consecutive terms. Upon being elect-

ed, each member chooses a church committee on which to participate.  
 

Each month we will help you get to know a council representative. If you 

wish to contact any member of the Church Council, please contact the 

church office at 651.457.3373 and they will have the council member 

contact you. 

Help us get to know you:  
 

The Blake family is always on the go, and a little bit of a zoo. Benji (10) is in 5th grade at Brookview elementary and recent-

ly joined the safety patrol! Josie (12) is in 7th grade at Oakland middle school and has joined the tennis team. Diane and I 

are both still working from home, so we are enjoying a little more peace and quiet during the day, though we recently add-

ed a new member to our family, Phoebe, a 9 week old golden retriever puppy, so you can imagine how peaceful she is :)  

Add to that Ernie our schnoodle, and Marv the cat and you can see why I say a bit of a zoo. We also love to truck the whole 

crew up to the lake in Emily MN every chance we get. If I have spare time, I love to throw pottery, and dabble in wood-

working. 

 

How long you have been members at Augustana?  
 

We have been members for 14 years! Though I can’t imagine how it can be that long. 

 

Where to you see God’s abundance in your life? 
 

I see God’s abundance in everything and everyone, especially in nature and in worship when everyone is singing together! 

 

Share with us your favorite Bible verse:  
 

Matthew 6:26-34. This is the verse about how we don’t need to worry so much because look at how well God cares for the 

birds of the air and the flowers in the field. I love this verse because it connects me to two things: 1) a great reminder to 

look around and appreciate the incredible beauty around me, and 2) that I can take a deep breath and not worry so much, 

because God has me in Her loving and capable hands. 

 

One more thing I’d like you to know . . .  
 

 I’m not great with names (especially after not seeing everyone since COVID!), so please forgive me if I introduce myself 

more than once :) 

Chris Blake 



 

 
 

  

 

 

The deadline for the  

January 2022 issue of  

Augustana Life is  

December 14, 2021.  

 
 

If you have questions,  

contact Carla Pfeifer at  

651 457.3373 or  

cpfeifer@augustana.com  

 
 

Augustana Life is published monthly  

by Augustana Lutheran Church  

1400 South Robert Street   

West Saint Paul, MN 55118-3197  

Church Office 651 457-3373 
Custodial Staff 
Deb Bechtold  John Closmore 

Steve Bechtold Lowell Steenberg   

Carie Closmore  

Pastor 
 

Arne Bergland 
   abergland@augustana.com 
Deb Kielsmeier 
   dkielsmeier@augustana.com 
 
 

Program Staff 
Laurie Armon, Program Assistant,  Children & 
Family Ministry   
  larmon@augustana.com 
 

Joann Arneberg, RN MPH,  
Faith Community Nurse 
  jarneberg@augustana.com 
 
 

Stacy Eichman-Cardwell, Director, Adult 

Ministry   
  secardwell@augustana.com 
 

Cathy Hendrikson, Director, Children &  
Family Ministry; Director Community Mission 
  chendrikson@augustana.com 
 

Abby Norlin-Weaver, Director, Youth &  
Family Ministry 
   anorlinweaver@augustana.com 
 

Carla Pfeifer, Communications Coordinator 

   cpfeifer@augustana.com 

Music Staff 
Kathy Andrews, Co-director of Music 
 

Andy Jacob, Co-director of Music 
 

Tim Kuehl, Interim Celebration Band Director 
 

Becca Tutewohl, Cherub Choir Director 
 

Kim Zemple, Chorister Choir Director 
 

Office Staff 
 

Stacy Bratvold, Business Administrator 

  sbratvold@augustana.com 
 

Vanessa Hernandez, Nursery Coordinator 
 
 

Cori Pochardt, Secretary 
  cpochardt@augustana.com 
 

Barbara Rolfes, Administrative Secretary; 

Volunteer Coordinator  
   brolfes@augustana.com 
 
 

Deb Van, Financial Secretary     

   dvan@augustana.com 
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Dr. Timothy Olsen, 
Professor of Organ 

University of North Carolina 
School of the Arts and 

Salem College 
 

Sunday, January 9, 2022 
 

3:00 pm 

A native of Frost, Minnesota, Dr. Olsen holds degrees from 

Concordia College in Moorhead, MN (B.M.), and the East-

man School of Music in Rochester, New York (M.A., M.M., 

D.M.A.).  
 

An active performer, pedagogue, and church musician, Tim-

othy Olsen teaches a joint studio of high school, undergrad-

uate, and graduate organ students at the University of 

North Carolina School of the Arts and Salem College in Win-

ston-Salem, NC. One of his recent students was Augustana 

organist, Andy Jacob!  
 

Dr. Olsen also serves as Cantor (organist/music director) at 

Augsburg Lutheran Church in Winston-Salem, where he 

oversees a thriving music program, directs two adult choirs, 

and serves as organist. Dr. Olsen lives in Pfafftown, NC, with 

his wife and three boys. 

Community Welcome  No Admission Charge 



 

 



 

 

 

Senior Pastor Call Committee Update 

Update  

  Call 
    COMMITTEE  

The Advent season is a time of anticipation and preparation for the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ. This Advent 

season, Augustana also anticipates and prepares for the news of a new senior pastor.   
 

The Call Committee has spent November holding first round interviews with the candidates for our senior pastor opening.  

We have listened to many sermons and delved into all that we can learn about each candidate. We have candidates with 

many great qualifications, each with their own unique gifts. Our next steps are to 

hold more extensive second round interviews with a narrowed field.   
 

We will bring forth a candidate to the church council as soon as second inter-

views and thoughtful, prayerful conversations are had. December is a busy time; 

we do not know the timeline yet. As we come together for this important task, 

we are reassured that the Holy Spirit will guide us, and your prayers uphold us. 
 

The news of our new senior pastor will come when the time is right. Thanks for 

your continued patience. 

 

INHALE 
You make 
 
 

EXHALE 
All things new 


