February 2022

Liturgical Season: Season after Epiphany

Call

COMMITTEE
Update

Senior Pastor Call Committee Update

We are delighted and grateful to announce that at the congregational meeting on January 18, the
congregation voted to call Pastor Jason Bryan-Wegner to be our new senior pastor at Augustana
and he has accepted. You can read his acceptance letter on the following page.
We have been fortunate to have Pastor Arne and Pastor Deb with us. They have done a wonderful
job of leading us through this time of transition. When Pastor Jason begins, Pastor Arne’s interim
senior pastor position will end. Pastor Deb will continue to be with us as our interim associate pastor. After some time of getting to know Augustana and when the time is right, Pastor Jason and a
new call committee will start the process of calling an associate pastor.
Thank you to the congregation and to staff for all the feedback and prayers during this past year.
Together we have found a wonderful fit for Augustana.

INHALE
You make

EXHALE
All things new

Pastor Jason Bryan-Wegner

Dear Members of Augustana Lutheran Church,
It is with gratitude for the call of the Church and the work of the Holy Spirit, that I accept the call to be your Senior Pastor.
Augustana has a rich history that is rooted in the gospel of Jesus Christ and committed to loving its neighbors. It is seen as
a leader and an example of healthy and vibrant ministry in the St. Paul Area Synod, and the ELCA. I look forward to being
part of this ministry and to lead the next chapter of Augustana’s life of faith. Together, we will find ways to continue the
good work that has been done and discover new ways the Holy Spirit is calling us to be the church in a changing world.
Because we belong to a God who is making things new and are part of a tradition that calls us to always be reforming, I
believe God is already preparing us for what lies ahead. I look forward to building relationships, worshiping, learning,
serving, and growing in faith with all of you.
I plan to begin serving among you the last week of March. In the meantime, my family and I need some time to prepare

to move from Rochester and find a house in the metro area. We plan to allow our children, Ellie and Will, to finish the
school year at their current schools. I will begin by commuting from Rochester to Augustana for the first few months. My
wife, Erica, is currently a social worker and supervisor in the Transplant Center at Mayo Clinic and will also be exploring
new job opportunities in the coming months as well.
Some of you have already reached out to me via social media. You are welcome to add me on Facebook (Jason BryanWegner) or Instagram (jbdubs79). During this time before I begin, I won’t be able to respond to every direct message,
but please know how eager I am to get to know you and to be part of your faith journey as your pastor.
I am excited about this opportunity to serve among you. I give thanks for Augustana’s Church Council and the Call Committee, who led the discernment process so well to get us to this point. I pray God’s blessings on all of you, and on the
ministry God is preparing for us at Augustana.
Peace,
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Sunday, February 6 ~ Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
8:30 am

Traditional Sanctuary Worship*

9:45 am

Traditional Sanctuary Worship*

11:00 am

Contemporary Fellowship Hall Worship*

Sunday, February 13 ~ Sixth Sunday after Epiphany
8:30 am

Traditional Sanctuary Worship

9:45 am

Traditional Sanctuary Worship

11:00 am

Contemporary Fellowship Hall Worship*

Sunday, February 20 ~ Seventh Sunday after Epiphany
8:30 am

Traditional Sanctuary Worship*

9:45 am

Traditional Sanctuary Worship

11:00 am

Deaths:

•

Doug Radmer, husband of Julie, and father of Megan &
Ryan.

•

Joanne Arnquist, mother of Mary Yackley, grandmother of
Jane, Rose, Peter, William.

•

Robert Kaschke, father-in-law to Cheryl Kaschke, grandfather to Amy.

Contemporary Fellowship Hall Worship*

Sunday, February 27 ~ Transfiguration of Our Lord
8:30 am

Traditional Sanctuary Worship

9:45 am

Traditional Sanctuary Worship

11:00 am

Baptisms
Malia Louise Cook, daughter of Daniel & Allison Cook. Malia’s
sponsors are Adam & Elizabeth Machacek and Nate & Emil
Welbig.

Contemporary Fellowship Hall Worship*

*Worship service includes Holy Communion

Augustana COVID Task Force
We continue to closely monitor the COVID statistics for our
local area and will adjust recommendations as the situation
evolves. Our recommendations are to follow CDC guidelines, as
follows:

•

The current CDC and MDH recommendations: Everyone in
Dakota County is requested to wear a mask in public indoor settings regardless of vaccination status (because the
community transmission rate in Dakota County is HIGH
right now).

•

Do not enter the building if you have symptoms of any
illness.

•

Do not enter the building if you know you have recently
been exposed to someone with COVID.

•

Choose the worship experience that best meets your comfort level. In January all 3 worship services will be indoors.
An online worship service will continue to be offered.

Baptism Classes
Wednesday, February 2, 6:00 pm; Sunday, March 13,
NOON, or Wednesday, April 27, 6:00 pm all via ZOOM
If you desire baptism for yourself or child, we ask that you
attend a baptism class led by Pastor Deb Kielsmeier. This 45
minute class will be conducted over ZOOM. We will discuss
the meaning of Christian Baptism and the importance of
this sacrament. Please contact Barb Rolfes at brolfes@augustana.com 651.457.3373 to reserve a spot.

The COVID Task Force will continue to monitor local COVID
statistics and CDC and MDH guidelines. We will update our
recommendations as needed. Thank you for your cooperation.

Help Pastor Jason get to know the Augustana community!
A lot has changed at Augustana since our last photo directory in 2016! Help us build a photo
library of Augustana families to assist Pastor Jason in getting to know us! Send us a recent
family photo (electronically to info@augustana.com or drop in the mail or in the offering
plate). Please make sure to include the names of your family members.
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BeFrienders are aware
they are in God’s presence
when befriending someone.
One Befriender put it this
way, “Listening and being
present is a valued gift.” To
learn more about becoming a Befriender, join
us for an information meeting on March 20,
2022 or contact Joann Arneberg, Faith Community Nurse, by calling the church office
651.457.3373.

Faith-Filled Yoga

SAVE THE DATE:
A Matter of Balance; Tuesdays, March 8-April 26, 1:00-3:00 pm
Instructors: Joann Arneberg and Rebecca Indahl, Faith Community Nurses
Learn practical strategies for reducing your fear of falling, changing your environment to reduce risks and increasing your activity level to prevent falls in this group
discussion class. This class meets once a week for eight weeks for two hours and is
more conversation-based than exercise-based.
Who should take the class?
This class is for any adult who fears falling. It is particularly suited for people who:

 Are concerned about falls
 Have had a fall in the past
 Restrict activities because of concerns about falling
Want to improve flexibility, balance and strength? Call Joann Arneberg at Augustana for more information 651.457.3373.

$30 for a 6-week session OR
$6 per class drop-in fee
Flow Class Tuesdays, 6:00—7:00 pm
Through February 22
Chair Class Thursdays, 10:00—11:00 am
Through February 24
If writing a check, please make payable to
Augustana Lutheran Church.

Need Pastoral Care?
The Augustana pastoral care team wants to
care for you and your family as you walk
through life’s celebrations and challenges.
Please call the church office at 651.457.3373
if you are hospitalized, having surgery, or are
in need of pastoral support.

Have a Prayer Request?
Prayer requests can be emailed to our prayer
team: prayers@augustana.com. All requests
will remain confidential.
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Adult Forum Sunday’s 9:45-10:45 am, Jerusalem Room

Women’s Coffee and Conversation

February 6, February 13, February 20
We are all addicted in some way; when we learn to identify our addictions, embrace our brokenness, and surrender to God, we can bring healing to ourselves
and our world. Join Paul Sherburne and Stacy Eichman-Cardwell as we present the
highlights from Richard Rohr’s book Breathing Under Water: Spirituality and the
Twelve Steps. Stacy has found this book to be helpful in making a variety of personal faith-based changes. Prior reading of this book is not required but we hope
our presentation will inspire you to put this book on your reading list!

Mondays, January 31– February 14
10:00 -11:30 am Jerusalem Room

February 27 – Faith-filled Service Learning with Jim Kielsmeier. Jim is passionate
about the role that young people can make in transforming the world and future.
He will speak about Jesus’ call to love and serve our neighbor and the transformative power of service-learning. Jim is the founder and former CEO (1983–2011) of
the National Youth Leadership Council. He is married to Pastor Deb, a father and
grandfather and a member of Emmanuel Mennonite Church in St. Paul.

Room and ZOOM

Where Faith Meets Life
Bible Study
Wednesdays at 6:00 pm, Jerusalem

Join one of the pastors for a discussion
of how the upcoming preaching text is
relevant to our daily lives! Contact Barb
Rolfes at brolfes@augustana.com or
651.457.3373 for the ZOOM link.

Whole Brain Living by Jill Bolte Taylor
New research has discovered that each hemisphere of our brain has both an emotional brain and a thinking brain. The more we become familiar with each of these
brain characters in ourselves and others, the more power we gain over our
thoughts, our feelings, our relationships, and our lives. When the four characters
in our brain work together and balance one another as a whole brain, we gain a
radical new road map to deep inner peace and love. You will be surprised how this
information complements our previous study of faith formation! Jill Bolte Taylor
presents this material in a fun, playful way by giving each brain character a name
and a personality – we also will name our brain characters as we learn how to engage them in our lives.

And Yet… Whole Brain Living
Online educational videos February 9, February 23,
ZOOM discussion Monday, February 28, 6:30-7:30 pm
The Holy Spirit is a mysterious entity. Some say the Holy Spirit is the loving, Divine
energy that resides in us. Some believe this is our intuition or “gut” feelings; others say this Spirit is in our hearts. Jill Bolte-Taylor believes this Divine Spirituality
dwells in our brains. You may remember the brain researcher Jill Bolte-Taylor, for
her amazing TED talk “My Stroke of Insight” – she believes our personal lives and
our world will be a better place when we learn to practice Whole Brain living. You
see, being a Christian is more than beliefs and rituals, it is learning how to act like
a Christian. Jill Bolte-Taylor provides a fun way of using all our brain “characters”
to live a healthy Spiritual life.

Online Book Study
Fierce Love: A Bold Path to Ferocious
Courage and Rule-Breaking Kindness
That Can Heal the World
by Rev. Jacqui Lewis
The final Zoom discussion is Sunday,
January 30, 6:30 -7:30 pm when we finish with chapters 7-9. You can still sign up with Stacy to get the ZOOM invitations. secardwell@augustana.com

Augustana Summer Camps

NEW EVENT: Toddler/Preschool Time

Music & Arts Camp, June 13-16
9:00-11:45 am (children finishing grades 1-5) $15 per child

Every Wednesday, 10:00 am-12:00 pm
Bring your child, age 5 years or younger to the lower level commons
during the cold months to run and play. Each week we will have
different activities: mats, bikes, and obstacle course to name a few.
An adult must stay with the child while they are there. No registration is necessary, just drop in. Friends and neighbors are welcome!

VBS Week 1, June 20-23
9:00 am-12:00 pm (4 yrs old- grade 5) $15 per child
VBS Week 2, June 27-30
9:00 am-12:00 pm (4 yrs old—grade 5) $15 per child
Wapo Weeklong July 10-15 (finishing grades 4-9)
Wapo Seeds, July 15-17 (finishing grades 1-3)

Science Camp, August 1-4
9:00 am-4:00 pm (finishing grades 3-5) $150 per child

Summer Service and Fun Days
Youth finishing grades 3-5
Cost is $25 which includes lunch and afternoon activity
Please send payment to the church office within a week
after you sign up. If payment is not received, your spot
will be opened for someone else to take. As we get closer
to summer, watch for more information on the service
projects and fun activities.
Friday, July 8
Friday, July 29
Friday, August 5
Sign-up here: signupgenius.com/go/30e0848aaaa22a0f94
-summer

2022 Camp Wapo Registration
Registration is open for all campers wanting to go to
Camp Wapo this summer.
Augustana’s Seeds dates are July 15-17 (for students finishing grades 1-3).
Wapo weeklong camp dates are July 10-15 (for students
finishing grades 4-11). All registrations is done online
through Camp Wapo at lakewapo.org. We have 8 Seeds
spots and 31 weeklong camper spots. If you go to register
and it says full, please continue to register. On February
16, all remaining spots for our week that are not used
from other churches are then opened to those on the
waiting list. If you really want your child to go to camp,
don’t wait to register!

Family Valentine Painting
Sunday, February 13, 12:15 pm Lunch
12:45 pm Painting
Join us for homemade chicken wild rice soup,
then move on to painting with Jan Gunderson.
Cost is $5 per person, includes lunch and your
painting supplies. Payment must be received in
the church office within one week of signing up to reserve your spot.
Spots not paid for will be opened up so others can sign up and enjoy
this fun afternoon.
Sign-up at: signupgenius.com/go/30E0848AAAA22A0F94-family1

Shrove Tuesday/Fat Tuesday Pancake Dinner
Tuesday, March 1, 5:00-6:00 pm, Fellowship Hall
Cost $6 per person
Join us for a fun dinner of pancakes, egg bites, sausage, and other
delectable breakfast foods before we start our Lenten journey the
next day with Ash Wednesday. We will also have a photo booth area
and mask making for all ages. Please sign-up at:
signupgenius.com/go/30e0848aaaa22a0f94-fattuesday

Club 56 Youth Retreat (All 5th & 6th grade kids)
Saturday, March 12, 9:00 am to Sunday, March 13, 4:00 pm
Mount Olivet Retreat Center in Farmington
Cost $125 per person
We will have two full days of team building, devotions, swimming,
outdoor fun, bonfires and board games, along with meals and
snacks. This is a weekend away for 5th & 6th grade youth to prepare
for volunteering and leadership once they get to confirmation in the
next year or two. Space is limited to 16 kids. You must sign-up
and pay by Sunday, February 27 to hold your spot. Payment can
be mailed to the church office or online payments can be made at
augustana.com under the Give tab. Select “Other” and specify Youth
Retreat. signupgenius.com/go/30e0848aaaa22a0f94-club
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Confirmation Information
In February we continue
our six week unit on Martin Luther
and the Sacraments. The last week
of February will be a Habit of
Faith activity.

Unit 2 = Sacraments

Senior High Sunday
Second & Fourth Sunday of each month
February 13 & 27, 6:30—8:00 pm
Connect with your church friends and participate in a variety of
activities throughout the year. Activities rotate between service,
fellowship, and education. All students in grades 9—12 are invited
and encouraged to attend!
February 13—Science experiments with Valentine’s candy
February 27—Human Hungry, Hungry Hippo

2/2

Unit 2 – Lesson 4

2/9

Unit 2 – Lesson 5

2/16

Unit 2 – Lesson 6

2/23

Habits of Faith

Lenten Mentoring
3/2

Lenten Mentoring

3/9

Lenten Mentoring

3/16

Lenten Mentoring

3/23

Lenten Mentoring

3/30

Lenten Mentoring

4/6

Lenten Mentoring

4/13

Holy Week; No Confirmation

Lenten Mentoring 2022 will begin on Ash Wednesday, March 2. Lenten Mentoring is a special part of
the Confirmation Ministry; providing students the
opportunity to learn and grow in their faith through
conversations with an adult mentor from the congregation. Information about Lenten Mentoring was
mailed to all registered confirmation students in late
January. For copies of the mailings and to complete
the online 2022 Lenten Mentoring Pairing Information form, visit Augustana.com, select Grow &
Connect, then Youth. Look to the green sidebar, on
the right.

Presidents Day Snow Tubing!
Monday, February 21, 12:15—3:45 pm
No Cost to participate, but registration is required
Augustana youth and friends in grades 7-12 are invited to join us
for snow tubing while school is out on Presidents’ day! We’ll meet
at church and drive to Green Acres together for two hours of snow
tubing. Helmets will not be provided and are not available to rent,
but for your safety you are encouraged to bring one for your own
use. Snacks will also be provided. Email Abby, anorlinweaver@augustana.com by Tuesday, February 15 to register. There are
15 spots available, so register soon to be sure you have a spot for
this fun day! Please contact Abby if you have any questions.

Become a Servant Leader at Camp WAPO!
Ages: Completed grades 9-12
This program provides High School campers an opportunity
to grow deeper in faith and learn leadership skills by working
with younger kids. Servant Leadership Program (SLP) campers will
be assigned to a youth cabin and be trained to assist Wapo counselors
in leading a variety of activities. SLP is limited to 7 high school campers
per week. An application and references are required for admission.
Applications will be accepted through April 14 and priority is given to
early submissions. Visit https://lakewapo.org/programs/servantleadership-camp/ for more information and to complete an application. Contact Abby Norlin-Weaver, anorlinweaver@augustana.com
if you have questions. Augustana dates: Seeds July 15-17
(for students finishing grades 1-3). Wapo weeklong
July 10-15 (for students finishing grades 4-11).
See the Children’s Ministry page for
details about registering.
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February Auggie Bags
Every year in February the Community
Mission committee chooses one or two
non-profits to collect items for. In the
past
we have collected diapers for Second Stork, socks for the Union
Gospel Mission, baby items for Wakota Lifecare Center to name
a few.

This year we have chosen Moreland Elementary School as our
recipient. We will collect hygiene products, laundry soap, dish
soap, baby wipes, etc for their Caring Closet. We will also collect
items to make classroom packs for the teachers. We sent out a
survey to the teachers and the things they are buying out of
their own pocket are: over the ear headphones (not ear buds
and they don’t have to be expensive headphones), sanitizing
wipes, child size masks, dry erase markers, healthy/nut free
snacks, markers, kleenex and Sharpie markers.
A list of items will be available at the Information Center and in
the bulletin starting January 30. Donations can be dropped off
at the Information Center or the church office anytime before
March 1.

Lutheran Social Services sent this Thank You for the
gifts you donated for foster kids in December:

“We truly appreciate the efforts of your congregation to support children experiencing foster care in Minnesota. With
your help we were able to provide gifts to 75 kids! In addition, the vital winter gear you provided has almost been fully
distributed, the remainder will go out in the new year.
Amongst the recipients of coats, hats, snowpants and boots
are a Dakota County foster family caring for four brothers
under the age of 9. That family also received some of your
gifts, including lego sets! LSS is truly so thankful to have the
continuing support of the Augustana community.”

Did you know that Thrivent members
can direct their Choice Dollars to enrolled nonprofit organizations,
including Augustana?
To be eligible to direct Choice Dollars as part of Thrivent Choice®, you must be a client with benefit membership. Individual eligibility is also based on at least one of the following:

•
•

Having $750 or more in annual billed premiums of qualifying life and health insurance products.

Having $20,000 or more in contract value of qualifying life insurance and annuity products.

Eligibility is determined monthly and reevaluated on an annual basis. Eligible clients will be designated a minimum of 25 Choice
Dollars and a maximum of 5,000 Choice Dollars per eligibility period (Jan. 1 to Dec. 31).
Choice Dollars designated during the calendar year can be directed until March 31 of the following year.
The Thrivent Choice® charitable grant program engages Thrivent members and Thrivent Member Networks in providing grants that support charitable activities, furthering Thrivent’s mission and its purposes
under state law. All grant decisions, including grant recipients and amounts, are made at the sole discretion of Thrivent. Directing Choice Dollars® is subject to the program’s Terms and Conditions available at
thrivent.com/thriventchoice. For more information visit thrivent.com or call 800-847-4836.
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A Story of Solar Possibilities

Augustana has been blessed. In this case, something that started small has grown in ways we never envisioned and taken
us on a journey we never could have imagined. As an intern in 2018, Kiara Jorgenson decided to focus on sustainability
issues. Out of that focus came a committee called EarthKeepers. The committee started small, implementing more recycling opportunities, using compostable materials and getting rid of styrofoam around the church. A couple of these leaders decided we should look at solar energy for Augustana.
They started methodically, evaluating solar companies, interviewing churches that had installed solar arrays, modeling
spreadsheets, considering financing options, presenting multiple times to Church Council and eventually bringing a proposal to the congregation. All of this made sense because a large section of the flat roof had recently been replaced.
In March of 2021, Augustana executed an agreement with Sundial Energy for the final due diligence needed to develop a
solar array for our building. Congregational approval was received on May 18. As we eagerly anticipated the rapid buildout
of our system, COVID-related supply chain delivery issues happened repeatedly.
However, by late November, 256 solar panels were installed on the flat roof sections of our building. Production will be
affected by the seasons (the angle of the sun matters, as well as the hours of daylight). We will see peak electricity production from April to August/September. Even with these caveats, our panels will produce about 75% of Augustana’s annual
electricity usage. We also have the ability to add capacity in the future if we so desire. The cost of the system will be
$191,399.00. The panels have a 30-year life expectancy - and may be productive even longer. Over the course of those 30
years, Augustana will recuperate our initial investment AND see a significant savings in our energy costs.
Excel Energy’s final visit to inspect the system is scheduled for late January 2022. Assuming all goes well, the system will
begin producing electricity that day. Once production has begun, a monitor will be placed in a public space at Augustana to
display live production data.
It’s easy to focus on the roadblocks that life continues to put in our paths – our change in church leadership, the ongoing
pandemic, supply chain issues, etc. And yet – Augustana has a new solar array that will produce 75% of the electricity
needs of the church AND help reduce our carbon footprint – an amazing example of Faith Meeting Life.

St. Olaf Cantorei
and Manitou Singers
Friday, March 18
at 7:00 pm
The Cantorei and Manitou Singers of St.
Olaf College (Northfield, MN) will perform
a concert centered around the work, “True
Witness: A Civil Rights Cantata,” composed
by Jodi Goble. This work features texts
drawn from African American women poets and civil rights activists from 1863 to
the present day.

Community Welcome

No Admission Charge

Pastor

Music Staff

Arne Bergland

Kathy Andrews, Co-director of Music
Andy Jacob, Co-director of Music
Tim Kuehl, Interim Celebration Band Director
Kim Zemple, Chorister Choir Director

abergland@augustana.com

Deb Kielsmeier
dkielsmeier@augustana.com

Program Staff
Laurie Armon, Program Assistant, Children &

Office Staff

Family Ministry
larmon@augustana.com

Stacy Bratvold, Business Administrator

Joann Arneberg, RN MPH,

Vanessa Hernandez, Nursery Coordinator

Faith Community Nurse
jarneberg@augustana.com

Cori Pochardt, Secretary

Stacy Eichman-Cardwell, Director, Adult

Barbara Rolfes, Administrative Secretary;

Ministry
secardwell@augustana.com

Volunteer Coordinator
brolfes@augustana.com

Cathy Hendrikson, Director, Children &

Deb Van, Financial Secretary

Family Ministry; Director Community Mission
chendrikson@augustana.com

sbratvold@augustana.com

cpochardt@augustana.com

dvan@augustana.com

Abby Norlin-Weaver, Director, Youth &
Family Ministry
anorlinweaver@augustana.com

Carla Pfeifer, Communications Coordinator
cpfeifer@augustana.com

Custodial Staff
Deb Bechtold
Steve Bechtold
Carie Closmore

The deadline for the
March 2022 issue of
Augustana Life is
February 8, 2022.
If you have questions,
contact Carla Pfeifer at
651 457.3373 or
cpfeifer@augustana.com
Augustana Life is published monthly
by Augustana Lutheran Church
1400 South Robert Street
West Saint Paul, MN 55118-3197
Church Office 651 457-3373

John Closmore
Lowell Steenberg
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The Rock of God’s Promises
Lent is a season of reflection and intention. This year we have been surrounded
by an ever-shifting landscape of the pandemic. And, as a congregation we are in a
period of transition. Our realities shift, and yet, God’s word remains rock solid. This
Lent we will focus upon God’s promises, a foundation on which we can securely
stand as we navigate the changes in our lives.

Join us for worship on Wednesdays during Lent
Mid-day worship at 11:30 am or Evening worship at 7:07 pm
Online Lenten Devotion
Ash Wednesday, March 2
Imposition of ashes during worship at 11:30 am and 7:07 pm.
The pastors will be available in the Sanctuary between
1:00 and 3:00 pm for the imposition of ashes if you are
unable to attend worship.
Wednesday, March 9

PROMISE: To sit with us in our discomfort, waiting, and uncertainty

Wednesday, March 16

PROMISE: To encourage, guide, and show us the way

Wednesday, March 23

PROMISE: To never give up on us, to keep calling us back

Wednesday, March 30

PROMISE: To provide for us

Wednesday, April 6

PROMISE: To be faithful and to love us

