April 2022

Liturgical Season: Holy Week & Easter

Experience the reality of Holy Week
Celebrate the promise of Easter
Palm Sunday, April 10
8:30 & 9:45 am Traditional Worship
11:00 am Contemporary Worship

Maundy Thursday, April 14
11:30 am Worship with Communion
6:00 pm Service of First Communion
7:30 pm Worship with Communion

Good Friday, April 15
10:00 am Family Worship
8:00 pm Tenebrae Service of Darkness
This service uses the Seven Last Words of Christ from the cross, followed by musical selections.
This service is marked by a progressive dimming of lights and extinguishing of candles.

Easter Vigil, April 16
7:00 pm Vigil of Easter Worship with Communion
At the Vigil of Easter, we gather around fire, word, water, bread, and wine, proclaiming
through story and song that ours is a God who continuously brings life out of death. This
multisensory service is welcoming to all ages!

Easter Sunday, April 17
7:00 am Communion service
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 am Festival Worship, Sanctuary
11:00 am Contemporary Worship, Fellowship Hall

Pastor Jason

Hello Augustana! I’m so excited to finally be here with you. I’m looking forward to getting
to know you and the ministries that are so important to this community. My family and I
are also eager to get involved in the life of Augustana and the communities with which
Augustana is involved.
As you likely know, my family and I are coming from Rochester, MN where we’ve lived for
the last 15 years, and where I’ve served as pastor at both People of Hope (4 years) and
Zumbro Lutheran Church (11 years). Both my wife and I spent our college and grad school years in the Twin Cities and are
excited to be returning to the metro to serve among you. When I’m not at church I enjoy hanging out with my family,
cheering my daughter Ellie on at Cross Country and Track meets, trying to keep up on my downhill skis with my son Will,
golfing, traveling, faithfully following the trials of the Vikings and Twins, and reading good historical fiction.
I hope you’ll make plans to be in worship on my first Sunday at Augustana, April 3 at 8:30, 9:45, or 11:00 am. I’m eager to
get to know you and your families and learn more about the people who make Augustana such a great faith community.
At the Meet and Greet in January someone asked what my vision was for the first 100 days of my ministry at Augustana.
My response now is the same as it was then. I hope over our first three months together to listen deeply to who you are
as individuals and to better understand who Augustana is as a congregation. As I see it, this is the most important work
we can do together. What we are beginning together here hasn’t been done in the same way since Pastor Gary Langness
was called here in 1973. Over those last 49 years, Augustana has experienced tremendous growth and change. Much of
Augustana’s past success has been its very stable leadership. I look forward to building on what God has done here. As we
embark on the next phase of Augustana’s journey, listening for the ways God’s Spirit has moved and is moving anew
among us will help us discover ways our church can continue to grow and change to help people see “where faith meets
life” for them today.
To listen and learn from the breadth of the congregation, I will be hosting a series of listening sessions in late April and
early May. These conversations will play a role in shaping the planning we do for ministry into the summer and next program year. I hope you’ll make plans to participate. It’s one more way for us to get to know each other and for us all to get
a clearer sense of what kind of ministry God might be calling Augustana to as we look to the future. Below are the sessions we have scheduled so far. Please watch Augustana communications for more details.
IN PERSON:
ONLINE:

Wednesday, April 20, 6:45 to 8:00 pm
Monday, April 25, 7:30 pm

Thursday, April 21, 6:30 pm
Thursday, April 28, 7:30 pm

Sunday, April 24, noon

St. Teresa of Avila is credited with saying, "Christ has no body now, but yours. No hands, no feet on earth, but yours. Yours
are the eyes through which Christ looks compassion into the world. Yours are the feet with which Christ walks to do
good. Yours are the hands with which Christ blesses the world." Friends, I’m grateful for this call to serve among you and I
eagerly anticipate seeing what the Spirit of God will be doing among us as we embody Christ’s ministry of compassion and
grace for the world today and into the future.
Peace,
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Sunday, April 3 ~ Pastor Jason’s First Sunday
& Service of Installation
8:30 am
Traditional Sanctuary Worship*
9:45 am
Traditional Sanctuary Worship*
11:00 am
Contemporary Worship*
Wednesday, April 6 ~ Midweek Lenten Services
11:30 am
Sanctuary Lenten Worship
7:07 pm
Sanctuary Lenten Worship
Sunday, April 10 ~ Palm Sunday
8:30 am
Traditional Sanctuary Worship
9:45 am
Traditional Sanctuary Worship
11:00 am
Contemporary Worship*
Thursday, April 14 ~ Maundy Thursday
11:30 am
Maundy Thursday Sanctuary Worship*
6:00 pm
Service of First Communion*
7:30 pm
Maundy Thursday Sanctuary Worship*
Friday, April 15 ~ Good Friday
10:00 am
Family Worship
8:00 pm
Tenebrae Worship
This service uses the Seven Last Words of
Christ from the cross, followed by musical
selections. This service is marked by a progressive dimming of lights and extinguishing of candles.
Saturday, April 16 ~ Easter Vigil
NEW
7:00 pm
We gather around fire, word, water,
bread, and wine, proclaiming through
story and song that ours is a God who
brings life out of death. This multisensory
service is welcoming to all ages!
Sunday, April 17 ~ Easter Sunday
7:00 am
Sunrise Worship* Sanctuary
8:30 am
Festival Worship, Sanctuary
9:45 am
Festival Worship, Sanctuary
11:00 am
Festival Worship, Sanctuary
11:00 am
Contemporary Worship* Fellowship Hall
Sunday, April 24 ~ Global Mission I
8:30 am
Traditional Sanctuary Worship
9:45 am
Traditional Sanctuary Worship
11:00 am
Contemporary Worship*
*Worship service includes Holy Communion
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Births:

• Sonia Irene Kerber, daughter of Mark & Rikka Kerber.
• Jackson Sheldon Sorenson, son of Samual & Rebecca
Sorenson, born 2/25/22.
Baptisms

• Danielle Joan Kruse, daughter of Christopher & Kassandra Kruse. Sponsors are Kristin Gephart, Kaitlyn Giles,
Timothy Kruse, Michael Gephart, Karalyn & Zachary
Worthington.

• Louis Jerome Haywood, son of Peter and Deanne Haywood. Sponsors for Louis are Michael & Nora McDonald.
Deaths

• Bernice “Bunny” Dougherty
• Robert Roberto
• Connie Turner, mother of Polly Saatzer, grandmother to
Sarah and Amy.

Help Pastor Jason get to know
Augustana!
We’re building a photo library of Augustana families to assist Pastor Jason in
getting to know us! Send us a recent family photo (electronically
to info@augustana.com or drop in the mail or in the offering
plate). Please make sure to include the names of your family
members.

Baptism Class
Wednesday, April 27, 6:00 pm
If you desire baptism for yourself or child, we ask that you
attend a baptism class led by Pastor Deb Kielsmeier. This 45 minute class will be conducted over ZOOM. We will discuss the
meaning of Christian Baptism and the importance of this sacrament. Please contact Barb Rolfes at brolfes@augustana.com
651.457.3373 to reserve a spot.
Augustana’s COVID Task Force continues to monitor COVID
statistics for our local area. Based on current CDC guidelines,
“people can wear a mask based on personal preference, informed by personal level of risk.” As always, if you have COVID19 symptoms or exposure to someone with COVID-19, please do
not enter the building. Thank You!

Grief Care Group
Thursday evenings, April 28—May 19
7:00-8:30 pm, Library
A grief care group will be led by Augustana
member and retired pastor/chaplain, Marian
Eisenmann. Topics and discussion will center
on themes such as understanding grief, working our way through grief, and finding hope
in the midst of despair. This group is for anyone having experienced a significant loss in
their lives or for those wishing to understand
more about the grieving process. Participants
are asked to sign up at the Information Center or by calling the office: 651.457.3373.

Faith-Filled Yoga
Flow Class Tuesdays, 6:00—7:00 pm
April 5—26
Class on April 12 will be via FB Live and
On Demand only
Chair Class Thursdays, 10:00—11:00 am
April 7—28 No class on March 17
Class on April 14 will be via FB Live and On Demand only
$35 for a 7-week session OR $6 per class drop-in fee
If paying by check, please make payable to Augustana Lutheran Church.

Growing Through Loss, Spring Series
Thursdays, April 21-May 19, 7:00—9:00 pm
Mary Mother of the Church
3333 Cliff Road E, Burnsville
Each night includes a guest speaker discussing a topic related to grief and is followed by
a time for support groups. No need to register before attending.

Need Pastoral Care?
The Augustana pastoral care team wants to
care for you and your family as you walk
through life’s celebrations and challenges.
Please call the church office at 651.457.3373
if you are hospitalized, having surgery, or are
in need of pastoral support.

Have a Prayer Request?
Prayer requests can be emailed to our prayer
team: prayers@augustana.com. All requests
will remain confidential.
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Even though there was a full blanket
of snow on the ground, the morning
was sunny and warm. I had taken a
moment in the barn to enjoy watching Katherine, my mini horse and my
mini donkey, Pal, calmly select
choice pieces of alfalfa to munch on.
Suddenly there was a rumbling and
huge crash – I jumped, Katherine
spooked, and Pal bolted across the
barn - pooping all the way. Once I recognized that the racket was snow and ice sliding off the tin roof, I began laughing as I realized the noise had literally scared the
“poop” out of Pal! I glanced at Pal, and her indignant look made me laugh hysterically. I hadn’t laughed like that for a long time, and it felt so good. Maybe that’s what
God is calling me to do now - to spend more time laughing. What is God calling you
to do now?

Adult Forum
Sunday’s 9:45-10:45 am, Jerusalem Room
April 3 Karoline Lewis, Luther Seminary Professor
"The Trauma of the Resurrection"
This last session will explore the resurrection appearances through the lens of trauma with the hope that it might help us better understand the collective trauma of
the COVID-19 pandemic.
No Forum April 10 & 17
April 24 Global Mission Book Study
Everyday Ubuntu: Living Better Together, the African Way
Author Mungi Ngomane, granddaughter of Nobel-Prize winner Archbishop Desmond
Tutu, introduces us to ubuntu, the South African viewpoint that celebrates our universal human bond. By living out ubuntu daily it is possible to overcome our divisions. Stacy Eichman-Cardwell will highlight key points from this enlightening book.

Online Book Study
Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American City by Matthew Desmond
ZOOM discussions April 3 & May 1, 6:30 – 7:30 pm
The April 3 ZOOM discussion will be on Part 2: Out.
Contact Stacy at secardwell@augustana.com to get the ZOOM invitation.

Women’s Coffee and Conversation
Mondays, 10:00—11:30 am
Jerusalem Room
April 4 - We will finish with our topic of
God’s Calling.
No Coffee & Conversation April 11 & 18
April 25—May 2 Tracking Wonder
What stands in the gap between your
busyness and a life filled with cherished
God moments? According to Jeffrey
Davis, it’s wonder. Davis is the author of
the book Tracking Wonder, and he will
help us bring forward our childlike wonder to deal with uncertainty, stay open
to possibility and to have faith “like a
child”.
Monday May 9, 10:00—11:30 am
Women’s Into the Light Breakfast
Mark your calendar now!

And Yet… Calling Now
Tuesday, April 5, 6:30—7:30 pm
ZOOM discussion
You are still able to watch the March 16
& 30 devotional online educational videos at augustana.com. Select New Ways
to Gather from the upper menu. Scroll
down to the Faith & Learning section.
If you would like to participate in the
ZOOM discussion, email Stacy
secardwell@augustana.com)

April Wednesday Night Cookouts

First Communion Worship

April 6 & April 27
5:00—6:00 pm Cost $6 per person
We’ll fire up the grill and cook burgers, brats, and hotdogs
on April 6 and chicken kabobs on April 27 before confirmation, choir, and bible study. April 6 is the last night of
Lenten Mentoring so bring your confirmation mentee and
enjoy dinner together as you close out this year’s mentoring session. Sign up for both nights at signupgenius.com/
go/30e0848aaaa22a0f94-april

Thursday, April 14 at 6:00 pm
Children in grade 2 and above who have gone through the First
Communion instruction class this year are invited to make their
First Communion during this worship service. If your child has not
gone through an instruction class, please contact Cathy or Pastor Deb
in the church office.

Toddler/Preschool Time
Wednesday mornings through April 27, 10:00 am—noon
Bring your child who is under the age of 5 years to the
Commons to run and play. An adult must stay with the
child while they are there. No registration is necessary,
just drop in. All are welcome! Invite your friends and
neighbors to join you.

Family Lounge Now Open
The room formerly known as the nursery has been turned
into a family lounge and is a place for adults to bring their
child if they are fussy in worship. You can listen to the
worship service in the family lounge. The family lounge
IS NOT STAFFED BY VOLUNTEERS OR CHURCH STAFF.

Augustana Summer Camps
Brochures are available at the Information Center or at
augustana.com, or by calling the church office.
Music & Arts Camp, June 13-16
9:00-11:45 am (children finishing grades 1-5) $15 per child
VBS Week 1, June 20-23
9:00 am-12:00 pm (4 yrs old- grade 5) $15 per child
VBS Week 2, June 27-30
9:00 am-12:00 pm (4 yrs old—grade 5) $15 per child
Wapo Weeklong July 10-15 (finishing grades 4-9)
Wapo Seeds, July 15-17 (finishing grades 1-3)
Science Camp, August 1-4
9:00 am-4:00 pm (finishing grades 3-5) $150 per child

2022 Camp Wapo Registration
Registration is open for all campers wanting to go to
Camp Wapo this summer. All registrations are done
online through Camp Wapo at lakewapo.org.

Good Friday Family Worship Service
Friday, April 15 at 10:00 am, Fellowship Hall
Join us for an interactive worship service to hear the story of Jesus’
crucifixion and resurrection.

Holy Week Activities
During Holy Week we will have several activities in which everyone
can participate in. Our first activity:
Prayer Stations
Thursday, April 14, 11:30 am—7:00 pm
Friday, April 15, 9:00—12:00 pm
Saturday, April 16, 12:00—7:00 pm
We will have multiple prayer stations set up in the Jerusalem
Room and in Fellowship Hall as an intergenerational activity.
These prayer stations will be interactive and some will have an
object for you to take with you after you pray.
Our second activity:
A Storybook Walk
Thursday, April 14 & Friday, April 15, during daylight hours
Saturday, April 16, 3:00—5:00 pm (Eggs handed out during
this time)
We have enlarged (with permission from the author and the publisher) the pages from the book T’was the Morning of Easter by
Glenys Nellist. As you walk the grounds of the church, following
the numbered pages, you will enjoy reading the story and answering the question on the page. On Saturday April 16, each
child who goes through the storybook walk will receive an egg at
each station.

Club 56 Youth Group
2nd & 4th Sunday of the month, 3:30—5:00 pm
Youth in grades 5 & 6 meet in the Club 56 room on the lower level for
fun, fellowship, and faith. We will do service projects, Bible studies,
play games, and get to know each other. Friends welcome, but must
understand that there will be Bible devotions and they must follow
Augustana’s code of conduct. No need to sign up, just show up!
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Final Weeks of Confirmation
2021-2022
Lenten Mentoring

Grade 9 Faith Story Conversations

3/30

Lenten Mentoring

4/6

Lenten Mentoring

4/13

Holy Week; No Confirmation

Sign up for your faith story conversation with Abby or one of
the pastors in the Youth & Family binder at the Information
Center. Faith stories should be turned in to Abby no later
than Wednesday, April 27. Faith Story Conversation Dates:
• Sunday, May 1 between 8:00 and 11:30 am

4/20 Habits of Faith
4/27

• Tuesday, May 3 between 3:00 and 6:00 pm
• Wednesday, May 4 between 3:00 and 6:00 pm

Habits of Faith

Augustana has updated our building policy on masking, which includes Wednesday Confirmation and youth programming. Following
the newest CDC guidelines and changes made with many schools in the area, the COVID Task Force has updated our protocols. Please
note the current recommendation on wearing masks:
Augustana’s COVID Task Force continues to monitor COVID statistics for our local area. Based on current CDC guidelines, “people can
wear a mask based on personal preference, informed by personal level of risk”. As always, if you have COVID-19 symptoms or exposure
to someone with COVID-19, please do not enter the building.

Looking Towards Summer!
Registration forms for fee-based activities will be available at augustana.com onBecome
April 1. a Servant Leader at Camp WAPO!
Ages: Completed grades 9-12

Summer Stretch Days

Monthly Bonfire!

7:00—8:30 pm
• Wednesday, June 22
An update from the ELCA Youth Gathering
• Wednesday, June 29
• Thursday, July 28
After much prayer, conversation and tears, we have
• Wednesday, July 27
• Monday, August 8
made the difficult decision to cancel the 2022 GathCost: $10 per day
• Wednesday, August 31
ering due to the ongoing pandemic, the recent
Volunteer
in the
morning
and enjoy
Enjoy the summer weather with a bonCOVID-19
surge
and public
health considerations.
recreational
activities
in
the
afternoon.
firewho
and s’mores! Augustana youth and
We know there are thousands of young people
Locations
morning
and afternoon
will notforget
to experience
the Gathering, and friends
our completing grades 6-12 are inactivities
change
each day.
vited to a monthly bonfire the last
heartswill
break
for them.
This We’ll
was not an easy decihavesion,
fun and
together
as
we
spend
time
in
Wednesday of the month throughout
we ask for your prayers and your grace.
the We
community!
Lunch
snacks
the summer. No cost or registration
understand
theand
impact
thiswill
decision will have
be provided.
Augustana
youthand
andplanning teams,needed
on our youth,
volunteers
and to participate; come as you are
friends
completing
grades
6-12
are
able
and bring friends.
we hope to return to Minneapolis for a future Gathwelcome!
ering.

High School Service Retreat
Tuesday, July 19—Thursday, July 21
Cost: $125
Volunteer and enjoy the outdoors for a
few days as we return to a familiar place,
Giants Ridge in Biwabik, MN! Instead of
skiing, we’ll spend our time volunteering
and being outdoors. It will be great few
days spending time with old and new
friends! Augustana youth and friends
completing grades 9-12 are welcome.
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A New Ministry at Augustana!

Minnesota Food Share Update
During the month of March, we have been collecting food
for Neighbor’s Inc in conjunction with MN Food Share
Month. Augustana’s goal for this is year is 50,000 pounds/
dollars. As of the printing of this issue, we are only at 14,000.
We still have time to reach our goal as donations will be accepted until Sunday, April 10.
There are multiple ways to give.

•

Food donations can be placed on the tables in the
Narthex

•

Monetary donations can be made online at augustana.com under GIVE, select online giving, then MN
Foodshare

•

Cash or check can be placed in the offering plate,
dropped off or mailed to the church office in an
envelope marked MN Foodshare

If you are wondering what to donate, Neighbor’s Inc is always in need of hygiene products (feminine products, shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste) larger size diapers, peanut
butter, pancake mix, syrup, and jelly.

Auggie Bags

Auggie bag donations were
delivered to Moreland Elementary! There were tears of gratitude from their staff when they
saw what the good people of
Augustana had donated to their
classrooms. On behalf of the
staff at Moreland and Augustana, thank you for your dedication to continue the giving
through Auggie Bags.

Community Meals
Serving from 4:30—6:00 pm at the
north doors.
As some of you know, Augustana is no
longer involved with Loaves & Fishes at
St Matthews. With that said, Augustana
will be starting our own Community Meal program on Thursday’s starting April 21. Volunteers will prep, cook and distribute the meals to guests. Guests will drive up to the north doors
to receive their meals. As of now, there will be no indoor dining, only “to go” meals. These meals are for anyone who would
like a hot meal.
Community Meals Volunteers Needed!
We are looking for volunteers to help prep, cook and serve
meals through our new Community Meals program. Volunteers
can be members, children/youth, community members,
friends, or family.
Prepping/Cooking shifts are 3:30—5:30 pm
Serving shifts are 4:15—6:00 pm
Sign up to help at signupgenius.com/go/30e0848aaaa22a0f94community

MN Child Waiting for Adoption
In support of mission partner, Lutheran Social Service (LSS),
each month we present the photo and information of a child
currently in MN foster care awaiting adoption. There are over
900 children awaiting adoption in MN.
Meet Ambreyah (Amber) | They/them Pronouns
16-year-old Amber has a huge heart for animals and loves arts,
crafts and dressing up for cosplay. They are described as being
friendly, open and outgoing.
Amber loves and adores their younger siblings and needs to
maintain contact post adoption. They are very social, easy to
talk to and loves learning about new people. Amber wants to
begin attending church regularly when she is in a permanent
home.
An ideal family for Amber will express patience and guidance,
and must be willing to nurture connections to birth family
members.
For additional information please contact Amber’s worker, Collen Kue at colleen.kue@chlss.org.
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Get To Know Pastor Jason

Baptisms are my favorite pastoral act. The
fresh promises of God's grace and love and the
hope of faith taking root in families' lives at
this milestone of their lives bring me great joy.
My family and I love to
take summer road trips
to National Parks with
our pop-up camper. Our
nephew Nico often joins
us for these cross country adventures.

Erica and I have been married for almost 19 years. We met
at Augsburg and started dating while on a band and choir
tour in Arizona.

Will is our fashion leader and convinced me to
buy a matching Christmas coat with him. You
may or may not see it make an appearance
next Christmas Eve.

Theo (orange cat) Luna
(Tabby) and Finley the
Beagle round out our
family and keep us on our
toes.

GLOBAL MISSION 2022
Join us in worship April 24 & May 1
April 24
Worship: Pastor Jason preaching
Adult Forum: Explore the African meaning of Ubuntu
with Stacy Eichman-Cardwell.

May 1
Worship: Pastor Msigwa from Tanzania preaching
Receive Global Mission offering
Adult Forum: Celebrate our Global Partnerships with Janet Metcalfe

Goal: $50,000 offering
How can
you participate
in Global
Mission?

Pray for our global partners,
particularly the people and
projects we are lifting up
this year.

Give generously
to this effort on May 1.
Your gifts change people’s
lives.

Pastor

Music Staff

Jason Bryan-Wegner

Kathy Andrews, Co-director of Music
Andy Jacob, Co-director of Music
Tim Kuehl, Interim Celebration Band Director
Kim Zemple, Chorister Choir Director

pastorjason@augustana.com

Deb Kielsmeier
dkielsmeier@augustana.com

Program Staff
Laurie Armon, Program Assistant, Children &

Office Staff

Family Ministry
larmon@augustana.com

Stacy Bratvold, Business Administrator

Joann Arneberg, RN MPH,

Vanessa Hernandez, Nursery Coordinator

Faith Community Nurse
jarneberg@augustana.com

Cori Pochardt, Secretary

Stacy Eichman-Cardwell, Director, Adult

Barbara Rolfes, Administrative Secretary;

Ministry
secardwell@augustana.com

Volunteer Coordinator
brolfes@augustana.com

Cathy Hendrikson, Director, Children &

Deb Van, Financial Secretary

Family Ministry; Director Community Mission
chendrikson@augustana.com

sbratvold@augustana.com

cpochardt@augustana.com

dvan@augustana.com

Abby Norlin-Weaver, Director, Youth &
Family Ministry
anorlinweaver@augustana.com

Carla Pfeifer, Communications Coordinator
cpfeifer@augustana.com

Custodial Staff
Deb Bechtold
Steve Bechtold
Carie Closmore

Discern God’s call for you
to travel to one of our global
companion ministries to share
experiences and practice
presence.

The deadline for the
May 2022 issue of
Augustana Life is
April 12, 2022.
If you have questions,
contact Carla Pfeifer at
651 457.3373 or
cpfeifer@augustana.com
Augustana Life is published monthly
by Augustana Lutheran Church
1400 South Robert Street
West Saint Paul, MN 55118-3197
Church Office 651 457-3373

John Closmore
Lowell Steenberg
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Pastor Jason Bryan-Wegner’s First Sunday
Sunday, April 3 at 8:30, 9:45 & 11:00 am
Pastor Jason will be preaching and installed as Augustana’s Senior Pastor
at all three services. Bishop Patricia Lull, St. Paul Area Synod presiding.

CELEBRATE THE PAST & FUTURE INTERLACED
As part of the worship service organist Andy Jacob has set to music a
poem written by Susan Palo Cherwien. Inspired by this piece of art called
THE PROCESSION by John August Swanson, her poem speaks to “the past
& future interlaced.” The poem, music, and artwork beautifully capture this
exciting moment in time at Augustana.

See you in worship l Your presence matters
PROCESSION
© 2007 by John August Swanson
Serigraph, 36" x 24"
JohnAugustSwanson.com

Refreshments between worship services.

No Kids’ Kingdom or Youth Forum on April 3 so everyone
can attend worship and the Installation Service of Pastor Jason.

