The impact of your time &
financial resources in 2022!
How your gifts strengthened
our neighborhood:
Augustana shared 20% of your Giving Plans (see donut
chart) with our community partners listed below.

Celebrating God’s Generosity
Through God’s Power Within we have been able to accomplish more in 2022 than we could have imagined! Your financial gifts made
ministry happen in and through Augustana! Your gifts made possible the following highlights! The back page provides a snapshot of
how your gifts were shared between Augustana ministries and community partners.

555 number of opportunities to worship, learn, and connect

264 number of children & youth learning, growing, and

360 Communities

$ 4,700

Camp Wappogasset

$ 5,400

Community Meals Ministry

$ 7,500

ELCA World Hunger

$ 7,700

Feed My Starving Children

$ 3,600

Habitat for Humanity
Humble Walk Lutheran Church

$ 2,700

Interfaith Action of Greater
St. Paul

$ 2,700

sharing their faith at Augustana summer events.

Luther Seminary

$ 5,400

first Beer & Hymns event!

dollars shared with community partners to
address homelessness, hunger, and economic challenges in our
neighborhood.

Lutheran Campus Ministry

$ 5,100

2 number of times each month families come together at

Augustana to support one another in the uncertainty of mental
illness.

5000 number of meals served to our neighbors since May

through our new Community Meal Ministry.

10 number of confetti cannons that erupted in celebration of

the resurrected Christ at Augustana’s first Easter Vigil!

200 number of ELCA college students welcomed by

Augustana to share their musical talents as part of the Augustana
Concert Series.

224,000

IMAGINE

Power
the

WITHIN

Lutheran Social Service (LSS)

$ 13,600

LSS-Rezek Teen Housing

$ 11,300

Lynblomsten

$ 4,700

Moreland Elementary School

$ 5,000

Neighbors Inc.
St. Paul Area Synod
Union Gospel Mission
Total
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Imagine the power of God
working within you this year!

$ 13,600

for people of all ages at Augustana.

26 number of hymns sung with gusto at Augustana’s

IMAGINE
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Prayerfully consider your 2023 Giving Plan
You are invited to:
· Bring your Giving Plan to worship on October 23
· Visit augustana.com/GIVE to complete online
· Email Deb Van at dvan@augustana.com

Convenient Ways to Make your Gift:
· Cash or check (envelopes provided)
· Automated withdrawal
· Online at augustana.com or mobile giving app (Vanco Mobile)
· Stock or securities transfer
· Qualified IRA or Donor Advised Fund

Stewardship Sundays

October 2, 9, 16 & 23

Imagine What You Can Do
This year’s stewardship theme is Imagine the Power Within. The power we are invited to imagine has been planted in our hearts
through faith in Christ. We are the living presence of God in the world. We are called to imagine how Christ lives in us through our
relationships, our spiritual practices, and our various gifts. Imagine God’s power working within you as you...
Respond with Faith and Gratitude to Life’s Events
Life is not always easy. When our lives are rooted and grounded in worship, the word, and gratitude to God, we are able to
respond to life’s circumstances, and God’s expansive love fills us with hope and gratitude. That’s the power within!
Use What God Has Given You to Impact Others
God is a gift giver. Whether you are age 14 or 104, God has given you a purpose beyond yourself that can reflect God’s generosity
and impact the lives of others. That’s the power within!
Experience God Through Simple Practices
Life often feels too busy. Time and space to experience God’s goodness is limited. Imagine learning simple practices that remind
you that there is a power greater than you always moving you toward wholeness. That’s the power within!
Embrace Our Neighbors with God’s Love
God’s embrace is deep and wide, and God’s vision for the church is that there is a place for all. Imagine our church reaching out
with God’s love and serving as a center of hope; where people from all parts of our community experience love and belonging.
That’s the power within!
Celebrate the Faith God has Given to all Generations
God gives each generation wisdom and faith to share. Imagine the ways God’s dreams may come to life when we listen deeply to
one another and learn from the faith God has given across all generations. That’s the power within!

“

This is why I kneel before the Father. Every ethnic group in heaven
or on earth is recognized by him. I ask that he will strengthen you in
your inner selves from the riches of his glory through the Spirit. I ask
that Christ will live in your hearts through faith. As a result of having
strong roots in love, I ask that you’ll have the power to grasp love’s
width and length, height and depth, together with all believers. I ask
that you’ll know the love of Christ that is beyond knowledge so that
you will be filled entirely with the fullness of God. Glory to God, who
is able to do far beyond all that we could ask or imagine by his

“

power at work within us; glory to him in the church and in Christ
Jesus for all generations, forever and always. Amen.

Ephesians 3:14-21 CEB

Dear people of Augustana,

When the early church gathered in the first decades after
Jesus’ resurrection there was no map for how to be the church.
They had oral stories of the power of Jesus to bring life from
death, a few letters from Paul, and the living presence of
the Holy Spirit to guide them. They trusted that God had a
promised and preferred future for the world. With these few
resources, they inspired people around the globe to imagine a
future with hope, faith, and love rooted in Jesus Christ. We are
inheritors of these gifts. As the church today we’re called to
imagine how Christ’s love inspires us and the world now
and for the future.
As we begin this year long journey, I invite you to:
• Imagine what you can do to grow in faith through simple
practices.
• Imagine the impact your time and financial resources could
have on those in our congregation and community.
• Imagine how our relationships in family, church, and
community could be stronger as we trust that God’s power is
working in us.
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It will take all of us, working with God’s power within us,
to see what God can do. Throughout October, we will lift
up stories and possibilities of ways God’s power is working
through us here at Augustana. During this month, I invite
you to prayerfully plan for what your gifts may be toward the
mission and ministry we accomplish together. Your 2023
Giving Plan is the best way for Augustana’s staff and
leadership to plan effective and imaginative ministry for
this coming year. On October 23, we will gather to celebrate
God’s abundance and offer our Giving Plans in worship.
As you imagine how to respond to God’s generosity in your
life, consider that it is “the power within” you that emboldens
your faith and enables God to “accomplish more than we can
ask or imagine” through us!
Peace,

Imagine the
Possibilities

Sharing what God has given you with your church makes it possible for us to imagine
and plan for bold possibilities for God’s preferred future through Augustana.

Worship
• Develop devotional resources that connect worship to daily life
• Explore seasonal worship opportunities (i.e. midweek Advent or
summer worship)
• Create meaningful live stream worship by investing in new equipment,
software, and staff
Growing in Faith
• Ensure that every child or youth can attend Bible camp or mission trip
regardless of financial limitations
• Expand small group opportunities for people of all ages to deepen
discipleship and relationships with each other
• Develop a series of events to share perspectives on faith and life across
generations
• Provide more opportunities for parents and children to grow in faith
and serve together
Impacting Our Community
• Provide 20,000 meals to our neighbors through our Thursday
Community Meal Ministry
• Make sure every child at Moreland Elementary has what they need to
learn and grow to their full potential
• Partner to provide respite for caregivers and companionship with those
experiencing memory loss

Your giving is an expression of faith. As you prayerfully
consider and imagine how you will respond in 2023, the back
page contains all the details you need on completing your
Giving Plan and convenient ways to make your gifts.

