
Advent is a season of waiting... both for the birth of our Savior on Christmas, and for Christ to come again in glory. Today,     

on the second Sunday of Advent, we join Jesus’ mother Mary, as she learns that she would bear and give birth to the           

long-awaited Messiah. She was perplexed and disturbed at such unexpected news. And yet, Mary said “Yes” to God’s plan, 

trusting in God’s wisdom and grace over her own fear of the unknown. Through her courage and faithfulness, Emmanuel,  

God with Us, was born into this world. And, so from generation to generation, we rejoice and call Mary blessed. 

Prelude                     Three settings of "Savior of the Nations, Come"                    Nicolas Vetter 
                                                                                                                                              Dietrich Buxtehude 
                                                                                                                                                                 J.S. Bach 
 
 

Welcome 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advent Wreath Lighting 

 
 

 

 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

  

Opening Hymn                                         Prepare the Royal Highway                                         ELW #264 

 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: Fear can often result in harmful choices in our lives—choices such as building walls or    

     tearing others down. Let us confess our sin to our merciful and loving God who says to  

      us, “Do not be afraid.”  

 

C: Patient God, we confess that we have made decisions from a place of fear rather   

    than love. We have not trusted your words, “Do not be afraid.” We have held back,  

     stubbornly holding onto our own point of view. Forgive us. Silence the voices of  

     scarcity, shame, and rejection, which feed our fear, and recenter us in love.  

     With hope we pray, Amen. 

 

L: Family of faith, when we forget God’s words, God does not forget us. 

    When we lose our way, God does not lose us. When we fall short or make mistakes,               

    God forgives and holds onto us. 

    We are known, forgiven, and loved. Thanks be to God! Amen. 

 
 

 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as people of God 
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December 4, 2022   8:30 & 9:45 am                Second Sunday in Advent 

 

Welcome! 

Welcome to worship! We’re glad you’re here today. If you are  

visiting and would like to know more about Augustana, please find one  

of the volunteers or staff after worship. We’d be happy to meet you  

and answer your questions.  

All three composers 

of today’s prelude 

pieces lived during 

the late 17th and 

18th century in 

Germany. We hear 

three very different 

interpretations of 

the same familiar 

hymn. 



Hymn of Praise                                      Blessed Be the God of Israel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Apostolic Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  

     Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

 Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us 
 from our fear of following you into an unknown future. Use our hands, our voices and our 
 lives to bring your redeeming love to the world. Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

 

 

 

 

Anthem     (8:30 am)                                  Oh, Jesus Is Coming                                    South African Song 

         Agape Choir 

                    (9:45 am)                Climb to the Top of the Highest Mountain                            C. Jennings 

                                                                         Senior Choir 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

Gospel Lesson                                                                                                          Luke 1:26-38         NRSV 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a 

virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was 

Mary. And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." But she was  

 

 

2 

WORD  

God speaks to us through scripture, preaching, and song 



much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to 

her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in 

your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the 

Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will 

reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." Mary said to the 

angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come up-

on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will 

be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also con-

ceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be 

impossible with God." Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me ac-

cording to your word." Then the angel departed from her.  

 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Please be seated. 
 

 

Sermon                                                     God Meets Us in Our Fear                        Pastor Deb Kielsmeier 

 
 

At the end of the organ introduction, please stand as you are able. 
' 

Hymn of the Day                                   Savior of the Nations, Come                                           ELW #263 

                                                            Stanza 1: all                  Stanza 4: organ only 

                                                            Stanza 2: all                   Stanza 5: tenors and basses 

                                                            Stanza 3: sopranos and altos    Stanza 6: all 

 

Affirmation of Faith 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the                

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,        

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;           

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will     

come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,               

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

Prayers of the People 

after each petition, the congregation responds: 

P: Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

 

Exchange of Peace 

 P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 C: And also with you. 

To reduce contact and the spread of germs, you are invited to offer a greeting of peace to those around you 

with a slight bow, wave, or peace sign. Please refrain from shaking hands.  
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Today’s Hymn of the 

Day text dates back 

to the 300s. Martin 

Luther translated the 

hymn into German 

and composed the 

music for it, which 

he based on an   

ancient chant. 



 

 

 

 

Offering                                               Savior of the Nations, Come                                          Paul Manz 

 

Offertory                                            O Lord, How Shall I Meet You 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offering Prayer 

Holy One, this Advent season we wait in hope. And we give in hope. Hope for your   

coming reign; Hope because of your presence with us even now. Receive these          

generous offerings and use them for your work of healing and hope in our world.   

Amen. 

 

 

Great Thanksgiving 
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 



 

 P: It is indeed right our duty and our joy… and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

Sanctus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Words of Institution 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,      

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;   

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;   

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the   

 kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Please be seated. 

 

 

Distribution 

Augustana practices an open table, believing that God’s table of grace is deep and wide. All 

who hunger for forgiveness and mercy are welcome to participate in Holy Communion. We have 

non-wheat wafers available; simply notify the pastor when you come forward. Children who do 

not yet commune are invited to receive a blessing. If you are unable to come forward please 

notify an usher and a pastor will come to you.  
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The Sanctus (Latin for 

“Holy”), a cosmic hymn     

to the glory of God,       

expresses our joyful praise 

in union with all creation 

and with the people of God 

in every time and place. As 

we come to the table, we 

are reminded that Christ 

welcomes all to this      

banquet.  



 

             Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Communion Hymn                   Hark, the Glad Sound!                                           ELW #239                     

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

 

Post Communion Blessing and Prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benediction 

 As you leave this place, go knowing that from generation to generation, we have 

 been claimed and loved. The God of yesterday and the God of tomorrow knows you 

 by name, loves you, and calls you forth, saying, “Go be the person you are called to 

 be, do justice, love wildly, and live in hope.” Amen. 
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The “Agnus Dei” or “Lamb 

of God” has  been a prayer 

used as part of the           

Communion liturgy since at 

least the 12th century. It is 

based on John 1:29,  in 

which John the Baptist, 

upon seeing Jesus,           

proclaims "Behold, the 

Lamb of God, who takes 

away the sin of the world!"  

SENDING   

The Holy Spirit sends us into the world 



  

Closing Hymn                                          People, Look East                                               ELW #248 

 

 

 

 

Sending 

  P: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

 C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 

 

Postlude                      Savior of the Nations, Come                                     J.S. Bach                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVING TODAY 

Preacher: Pastor Deb Kielsmeier 

Worship Leader: Deb Ost 

Kathy Andrews, choir director 

Andy Jacob, organist  

Readers: 

       8:30 - Jan Gunderson 

       9:45 - Levi Lindamood 

 

Advent Wreath Families: 

8:30 - Greg, Erin, and Julia Munson 

           John, Katie, Ellie, Jack, 

           and Clara Kovar 

 

9:45 - David, Nicole, Liam, 

           and Rowan Cleary 

 

Music is reprinted by permission of OneLicense, account A-729793. 

Liturgy adapted from a From Generation to Generation by                                 
Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org. 

Savior of the Nations, 

Come must have been one 

of Bach’s favorite hymns 

given the numerous      

arrangements he          

composed. This setting is 

one of his most energetic 

settings. Perhaps he was 

inspired by the fourth 

stanza, “From God’s heart 

the Savior speeds, back to 

God his pathway leads; 

out to vanquish death’s 

command, back to reign at 

God’s right hand.” 



Ephesians 3:20 

Now to God who by the power at 

work within us is able to accomplish 

abundantly far more than all we can 

ask or imagine, to God be glory in 

the church and in Christ Jesus to all 

generations, forever and ever. Amen. 


